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KILKENNY GAA YEARBOOK 2015

Foreword

As a year of many highlights draws to a close, it is

my privilege as Chairman of Kilkenny GAA County : -
Board to welcome the publication of our Annual R
Year Book featuring reports and photographs of all “—J
of the memorable events of the past twelve months. -‘
Understandably there is much focus on our senior

hurlers and their winning of our thirty sixth All Ireland l".f '

title. In time to come [ believe this year s victory which was

achieved despite the plethora of injuries that affected preparations prior to
virtually all games and in particular prior to the All-Ireland final itself will
come to be regarded as being amongst the best ever. This year s victory was the
eleventh success for team manager Brian Cody and an eighth in the last ten
years which is a remarkable record. Congratulations to all involved in bringing
the Liam McCarthy Cup back to Kilkenny once again.

The well merited individual honours that our players received are deservedly
acknowledged and on behalf of Kilkenny County Board I congratulate Paul
Murphy, Joey Holden, Cillian Buckley, Michael Fennelly, TJ Reid, Ger Aylward
and Richie Hogan on their selection on this years All Star Team with special
congratulations to TJ Reid on his selection as Player of the Year by his fellow
inter county players.

The achievement of our County Footballers in winning the British Junior
Football championship for the first time merits special recognition also. This
success was just reward for those who have continued to promote the game in
our County often in the face of unjustifiable opposition.

Ballyhale Shamrocks history making victory in the All-Ireland Club final in
Croke Park on St. Patrick’s Day is acknowledged as is the success of
Bennetsbridge who won their first All-Ireland Junior Hurling club title also in
Croke Park earlier this year. Congratulations to both clubs on their
achievements.

Our club championships were well contested this year and the achievements of
Clara, Bennettsbridge and Glenmore in capturing Senior, Intermediate and
Junior honours receive the coverage that they deserve, as do the achievements
of Railyard, Danesfort and Graiguenamanagh who won our Senior,
Intermediate and Junior Football titles. Well done to all.

Heartiest congratulations to Catherine Neary who assumed the office of
President of the National Camogie Association this year. This is a tremendous
personal honour for Catherine and for the Neary family and her club James
Stephens and we wish Catherine every success during her term in Olffice.

The achievements of our handballers in both the National and World
championships are well recorded and I congratulate both players and officials
on their outstanding performances.

On behalf of Kilkenny County Board I wish to acknowledge the continuing
generous financial contribution of Glanbia PLC , sponsors of all our county
teams. This sponsorship is greatly appreciated both by players and team
management s and remains vital to our efforts to sustain the level of success
that weve enjoyed in recent years. I likewise acknowledge the importance of the
support of the sponsors of our club competitions, St. Canice's Kilkenny Credit
Union, Michael Lyng Motors, JJ Kavanagh and Sons, Iverk Produce,
Countrystyle Foods, Kilkenny Citroen and Honda Centre, Duggan Steel,

MW Hire (Sponsors of our new Training Pitches in Dunmore), and urge all
readers to support our sponsors and advertisers whenever possible.

The financial contribution of our Supporters Clubs in Kilkenny, Dublin and
Kildare is also very much appreciated and plays an importz%)art in financing
the activities of school, club and county teams. We are deeply grateful to the
Officers and all involved in our Supporters Clubs for their efforts on our behalf.

Finally I wish to thank those who on our behalf, continue to ensure the
publication of a quality Year Book each year. To Editor Barrie Henriques,
Chairman Pat Henderson, Gerry O Neill and all involved I extend a sincere
thanks and I express the hope that Kilkenny people at home and throughout the
world will enjoy reading of the exploits of our great players and teams who
brought so much pride and joy to us all during 2015.

Beir Bua, Slan agus Beannacht,
Eamon O Coinn Cathaoirleach Coiste Contae Cill Chainnigh
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Editorial

What started out as a kind of flaky year ended in glorious
celebration. Our senior hurlers went to the edges of relegation
against the Banner County, but survived. Waterford won a great
National League Championship, and we applaud their dogged

determination, being our near neighbours and all of that.

Retirements — announced early and late — had supporters on the
horns of a dilemma. Shefflin, Delaney, Fogarty, Herity, Hogan, and Tommy departed, taking
somewhere in the region of 36 All Ireland medals out of the dressing room.

Whither Kilkenny now we thought?

Some even murmured, “whither Cody?

Was the man born that could fill JJ's boots?

The majority vote on that question came down strongly on the negative. But then, like young
Lochinvar coming out of the setting sun, Ballyhale Shamrocks provided an answer. Joey Holden
was presented for inspection, passed the test, and ended up with a club and inter-County All
Ireland Final winning double, and an All-Star in the Convention Centre.

Cody'’s judgement was vindicated, and TJ was Hurler of the Year from a long way out.

Under the stewardship of Pat Hoban, our minors went out against Galway in the All Ireland
minor Final after a replay.

The under-21 team, went out against Wexford down in Wexford Park.

The Intermediate team came a cropper against Galway in the Leinster Championship for the
first time. Galway discovered a youngster called Conor Whelan.

Congrats to Ballyhale Shamrocks who seldom if ever fail on the big day.

Famed Bennettsbridge were no slouches when capturing Provincial and National Titles.
Mullinavat travelled over night to London by boat, and paid a dear price against St. Gabriels of
London in Ruislip.

The Blue Bloods of St.Kierans took out the Munster Champions, Thurles CBS in yet another All
Ireland Colleges Final, but our camogie stars were taken out of the camogie scene by a late
charging Cork, who took no prisoners. Handballers won buckets of medals, including the
imperial Ducksy at the World Championships in Calgary.

You can read all about these adventures and more between the covers of this our 26th
Yearbook. Na miltebuiochas to the people who have worked tirelessly to put this tome
together. They are listed elsewhere. Please — if you can — support the people who have been
generous enough to support this publication.

Thanks to our photographers, who are also listed elsewhere. Without all of those very
professional and valuable people, this publication could not be on your bookshelves or in your
homes.

Da bhri sin, bo mhaith liom mo bhuiochas a bhronnadh are gach éinne a chabhraigh linn.

Nollaig faoi shéan is faoi mhaise daoibh go léir.

Bawrie Henwriques
tditor
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Christians become
Gladiators

Barrie Henriques reviews
Kilkenny’s League and Championship Journey 2015

TJ after the Final
John Mcllwaine |

From the moment we turned the corner into the New Year, it was question
on questions. And then when we felt exhausted asking them, with little or
no conclusive answers forthcoming from any source, we had a few more
questions. JJ, Henry, Tommy, Taggy, David, or Brian were loath to “come
clean”.Were they or weren't they flew the questions?
If yeah, what then? went in search of answers.
The first question reached conclusion when over a period, all five
warriors were definitely calling it a day.
They were handing in the keys of the bus. It was all over.
Henry had the book written; JJ had a grand night among his own in
Johnstown; end of the road. Where would adequate replacements be
found? The answers were not too far away. Kilkenny prepared for their
National League, arriving after a relegation scare fighting fit for “the rale
Alley Daly”.

Kilkenny V Wexford, Nowlan Park Sunday 21 June.

Kilkenny 5-25 Wexford 0-16

No finer setting could have been envisaged for this first round of the
Leinster Championship that a balmy Summer evening in June. A
tremendous crowd arrived in anticipation of a titanic contest. Wexford
came with hordes -19,134 - of support in anticipation of taking out the
champions now bereft of their legendary figureheads. It promised much -
-- it did not come remotely close to satisfying expectations. Wexford were
whitewashed.
Making his Championship debut, Glenmore’s Ger Aylward scored 3-5 and
laid down a marker that he could be the find of the season. Expectations
were realised subsequently as won an All Star. The Jack Guiney affair
didn’t help the Wexford cause. Kilkenny, with TJ Reid, Richie Hogan, Eoin
Larkin and Cillian Buckley playing well, led at the break by 3-7 to 0-10.
They would have the assistance of a slight breeze in the second half.

A2y 2l '

Richie Hogan goes highest in the semi-final against Waterford
(Photo: John Mclliwaine)

ilkenny’s newest full back, under clinical scrutiny, Joey Holden passed
he test with flying colours. He would get even better.

Kilkenny: Eoin Murphy; Paul Murphy, Joey Holden, Jackie Tyrrell,
Padraig Walsh, Kieran Joyce, Cillian Buckley (0-1), Michael Fennelly
(0-1), Conor Fogarty, Walter Walsh, Richie Hogan (1-5), John Power
(0-2), Ger Aylward (3-5), TJ Reid (1-7, Pen, two ’65, two frees), Eoin
Larkin (0-3)

Subs: Kevin Kelly for Power (56), Shane Prendergast for Tyrrell (60),
Robert Lennon for Murphy (61), Mark Kelly (0-1) for Larkin (63).

Wexford: Mark Fanning; Ciaran Kenny, Liam Ryan, Eoin Moore, Lee
Chin, Matthew O'Hanlon, Andrew Shore (0-1), David Redmond (0-2),
Daithi Waters, lan Byrne (0-11, nine frees), Shane Tomkins, Diarmuid
O'Keeffe, Paul Morris, Conor McDonald, Liam Og Mc Govern (0- 2).
Subs: Kevin Foley for Morris (18), Aidan Nolan for Moore (32), Harry
Kehoe for Tomkins (h/t), Podge Doran for Waters (h/t), E Martin for
Shore (62), Garret Sinnott for McGovern (65).

Referee: Diarmuid Kirwan (Cork).

Leinster Final
Kilkenny V Galway, Croke Park Sunday July 5th.
Kilkenny 1-25 Galway 2-15
Kilkenny produced a classical display of hurling to claim their 70th Leinster
Title against a Galway team that promised much but didn’t deliver on the
day. It was a day that certainly posted the story of TJ Reid who has donned
the mantle of the legendary Henry Shefflin with great gusto. His opening
goal for the Champions was pure class. It helped Kilkenny establish a
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three-point advantage at the break, although Joe Canning’s goal was
superbly crafted before the break to bring his side back into the game.
Galway had a dream start to the second half, when Jason Flynn cracked
home a goal from distance. With 16 minutes remaining, Kilkenny led by 1-
15 to Galway’s 2-10. The hurling was fast and furious. Galway missed a
glorious chance of a goal, when David Burke’s effort whistled by Eoin
Murphy’s goal. Kilkenny made then pay as the game went into the final 12
minutes. Points by Eoin Larkin, TJ Reid, Ger Aylward, Richie Hogan and
Colin Fennelly knock the life from the Galway effort, and the Champions
went on their convincing merry way for a memorable win. Was this the
foretaste for an All Ireland Final we wondered? It might, it could, it was, but
we didn’t know it at the time. Kilkenny were forced to line out without the
services of the injured Michael Fennelly.

Kilkenny: Eoin Murphy; Paul Murphy, Joey Holden, Jackie Tyrrell,
Padraig Walsh, Kieran Joyce, Cillian Buckley, Walter Walsh (0-2),
Conor Fogarty (0-1), John Power, Richie Hogan (0-4), TJ Reid (1-9,
five frees, one ’65), Ger Aylward (0-3), Colin Fennelly (0-2), Eoin Larkin
(0-4).

Subs: Shane Prendergast for Tyrrell (50), Mark Kelly for John Power
(568), Matthew Ruth for C Fennelly (71).

Galway: Colm Callanan; Johnny Coen, John Hanbury, Padraig
Mannion, Fergal Moore (0-1), larla Tannian, Daithi Burke (0-1),
Andrew Smith, Aidan Harte, David Burke, Cyril Donnellan (0-3),
Jonathon Glynn (0-1), Davy Glennon, Joe Canning (1-8, seven frees),
Cathal Mannion (0-1).

Subs: Jason Flynn (1-0) for Glennon (27), Joseph Cooney for Harte
(39), Padraig Brehony for Burke (59), Niall Healy for Mannion (61),
Paul Killeen for Hanbury (64).

All Ireland semi-final, Croke Park Sunday 9 August
Kilkenny 1-21 Waterford 0-18
Down in the South Eastern extremity of our island, the All Ireland semi-final
was causing more than a stir. Waterford had deservedly carved their way
through Munster, and they were more than confident of putting down the
neighbours. They had every right to be confident. They were most
impressive in the National League, and when coming through the back
door culminating with a fine win over Dublin in their quarter-final game.
Waterford had come through with a terrific bunch of young players, who
had matured at a fast rate. Gleeson, de Burca, Jamie Barron, Jake Dillon
were most impressive on the run to Croker. They would have been looking
forward with relish to this one against Kilkenny. The first half was a real
blow-out before the serious action was unfurled in a titanic second half.
Waterford were concentrating in preventing Kilkenny scoring. It was mildly
successful, but only that. Kilkenny led at half time by 1-9 to 0-10. The goal
was a peach from TJ Reid. Contesting an aerial delivery with Barry
Coughlan and Tadhg de Burca, he won the ball, spun away at speed, and
left Stephen O’Keeffe helpless with a blistering shot to the net. Reid scored
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a super 1-7 in the entire game; a hugely impressive take in a game which
was a tought call for both teams all the way to the last second. The Déise
never buckled under the Kilkenny pressure, although Kilkenny never
allowed them to get closer than three points at any stage. Nevertheless,
Waterford earned universal applause for their never-say-die effort. The
Kilkenny forwards were very impressive with Reid leading the pack. Richie
Hogan, Ger Aylward, Eoin Larkin and Colin Fennelly were great accolades
to the rampaging Ballyhale man.

Kilkenny: Eoin Murphy, Paul Murphy, Joey Holden, Shane
Prendergast, Padraig Walsh, Kieran Joyce, Cillian Buckley (0-1),
Michael Fennelly (0-1), Conor Fogarty, Walter Walsh, Richie Hogan
(0-5), Colin Fennelly, Ger Aylward (0-4), TJ Reid (1-7, seven frees),
Eoin Larkin (0-1). Subs: John Power for W Walsh (67).

Waterford: Stephen O'Keeffe, Shane Fives, Barry Coughlan, Noel
Connors, Darragh Fives, Tadhg de Burca, Philip Mahony, Kevin
Moran (0-1), Jamie Barron, Shane Bennett (0-1), Michael Walsh,
Austin Gleeson (0-3, one sideline), Colin Dunford (0-4), Maurice
Shanahan (0-9, six frees, one ’65), Jake Dillon.

Subs: Patrick Curran for Dillon (53), Stephen Bennett for Shane
Bennett (57).

Referee: Brian Gavin (Offaly)

All Ireland Final, Croke Park Sunday 6 September

Kilkenny 1-22 Galway 1-18

This was the defining moment for Cody’s young bloods. It was a question

of so far so good, but--- no cigars had yet been won. The perennial

question of which Galway team will turn up? was on many lips. The usual

inane clap trap about the whole world was ‘agin us’ was being proffered.

Why were we surprised?

Kilkenny arrived in Croker sans JJ, Henry, Tommy, Taggy, Brian, David. So

what? There were others occupying the clothes peg in the dressing room

this time. The general view was that a Galway win would be good for the

game. The same was said about Mick O’Dwyer’s teams of the 70s and

80s.

They kept on winning!

How could that be a retrograde step for the game?

Thirty-five minutes of Kilkenny passion, and spirit blew the anticipated

Galway challenge out of the arena. It was a Summer of black and amber

Sundays.
Pity very few stayed to watch the black and amber celebration.
Pity so few Kilkenny supporters lingered to celebrate.

Is it all getting too much old hat?

Is Kilkenny GAA becoming a victim of its own success?

Hope not.

The game itself was true grit. Galway were majestic during a first half that
Johnny Coen was lucky to see out after a reckless tackle on Colin
Fennelly. Nevertheless they led by 0-14 to Kilkenny’s 1-8. It was all about
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Michael Fennelly (Kilkenny) gets a face full of ash as David Burke (Galway) challenges during the Senior Hurling All-Ireland final in Croke Park.
(Photo: Eoin Hennessy)

to change in a second half where substitute David Collins scored more
than the entire Galway forward division. The Christians of the first half
became the Gladiators of the second half. The Glads finished with 1-22;
more than enough to account for the Galway contribution in a Final that
was less than memorable, but for one stat—Kilkenny won their 36th Title.
Kilkenny: Eoin Murphy, Paul Murphy, Joey Holden, Shane
Prendergast; Padraig Walsh (0-1), Kieran Joyce, Cillian Buckley,
Michael Fennelly (0-2), Conor Fogarty (0-1), Colin Fennelly(0-2),
Richie Hogan (0-2), TJ Reid (1-7, five frees, two ’65), Ger Aylward (0-
2), Walter Walsh (0-2), Eoin Larkin (0-2).

Subs: Richie Power for Hogan (60); John Power for Aylward (62);
Galway: C Callanan, P Mannion, J Hanbury, J Coen, | Tannian, Daithi
Burke, A Harte, A Smith, David Burke (0-1), J Flynn (0-4, three frees),
C Donnellan (0-1), J Glynn, C Whelan (0-2), J Canning (1-8, 1-5 frees),
C Mannion.

Subs: D Collins (0-2) for Harte (24), F Moore for Smith (blood, 43-45),
Greg Lally for Smith (blood, 51-52), Conor Cooney for Smith (56), S
Maloney for Flynn (65).

Referee:

James Owens (Wexford).

NATIONAL LEAGUE

Irrespective of the spin applied by Officialdom, PR personnel, or
Managers, there is no doubting that the hurling fare of the 2015 season
will long be forgotten within a very short period of time. Twelve months
from now people will find it difficult to recall a game of hurling good enough
to tax their powers of memorable enjoyment. In time Kilkenny people will
have very little to enthuse about when discussing 2015 other than the fact
that the 36th All Ireland Final was captured. They might gild that lily with
remarks about it putting Kilkenny so many ahead of Tipperary, Cork and
the rest, not that the rest will ever threaten the superiority of the leading
trio. They will gild that lily still further with admiration for the lads that
achieved the 36th after the retirement of some of the greatest hurlers ever
to tread the hallowed turf of Croke Park on All Ireland Final day. Quite
simply there was very little Champaign hurling available to imbibe, or recall
during the dark Winter nights.

Allianz National Hurling League:
Cork V Kilkenny Feb 14 in Pairc Ui Rinn
Kilkenny 1-22 Cork 2-17

In the words of maestro Cody, Kilkenny were travelling to Cork on
Saturday evening shorn of 13 of their All Ireland panel. In a fast and furious
game in front of 8773 patrons, the new kids on the Kilkenny block put on
a serious display of very good hurling, leading at one stage by seven
points late in the closing half. At half time the visitors were in front by 1-11
to 0-12. The Kilkenny goal had been scooped over the goal line by Jonjo
Farrell in the 9th minute. Entering the final quarter Kilkenny were
comfortably in front by seven aforementioned points. The Rebels came
hunting in droves, and in the end while the better team won a terrific
contest, they were reasonably fortunate to get over the line in front after
that late Cork onslaught. Richie Hogan was man-of-the-match belting
seven frees, and one 65 in his eleven-point take. Mark Kelly grabbed a
goal, while Jonjo Farrell got his goal.

Kilkenny: Eoin Murphy, Tomas Keogh, Paul Murphy, Jackie Tyrrell,
Brian Kennedy, Kieran Joyce (0-1), Cillian Buckley, Conor Fogarty,
Lester Ryan (0-1), Padraig Walsh (0-1), Walter Walsh (0-3), Matthew
Ruth (0-1), Mark Kelly (0-4), Jonjo Farrell (1-0), Richie Hogan (0-11,
seven frees, one ’65).

Sub (used): Geoff Brennan for Conor Fogarty.

Cork: Anthony Nash, Denis Cahalane, Christopher Joyce, Conor
O’Sulliuvan, Cormac Murphy, Mark Ellis, Aidan Walsh, Daniel
Kearney (0-1), Pa Cronin, Seamus Harnady (0-1), B.Cooper (0-1),
C.Lehane (1-2), Alan Cadogan (0-2), Paudie O’Sullivan (0-1), Pat
Horgan (0-9, eight frees).

Subs (used): Lorcan Mc Loughlin for Cronin, Luke O’Farrell (1-0) for
O’Sullivan, Cian Mc Carthy for Cooper, Shane O’Nelll for Cahalane,
Stephen Moylan for Cadogan.

Ref: James Owens (Wexford).

Kilkenny V Dublin in Nowlan Park Sunday Feb 22.
Dublin 0-25 Kilkenny 3-11
The headlines after this game in Parnell Park screamed “ Dublin outgun
13-man Kilkenny” Of the thirty players which started this game, three of
them failed to last the requisite sixty odd minutes. Kilkenny lost full forward,



Johnjo Farrell after 24 minutes for a straight red card misdemeanour while
Joe Lyng got another straight red for his misjudgement 12 minutes after
coming on as a sub for Brian Kennedy in the 43rd minute.

The Dubs were cock-a-hoop after their initial win over Tipperary, and wind
assisted in the opening half, they led by 0-7 to 0-1 after eleven minutes.
David Treacy was in sparkling form for the Dubs. Matthew Ruth devalued
the lead somewhat with a goal in the 16th minute, but at the break, Dublin
still led by 0-15 to 1-5. Points by Mark Schutte, and Danny Sutcliffe gave
the visitors plenty of hope early in the second half. In fact after 17 minutes
of the new half, Dublin had outscored Kilkenny by 0-8 to 0-1 even though
they were now playing against the wind. Treacy, Dillon, Sutcliffe and
Schutte were buzzing, as they converted every chance they won. Richie
Hogan kept the Champions in touch with frees, one of which was a goal
after 59 minutes, to which Matthew Ruth added his second goal, they only
served to add a little cosmetics to the scoreboard.

Kilkenny: Eoin Murphy, Tomas Keogh, Paul Murphy, Jackie Tyrrell,
Brian Kennedy, Kieran Joyce, Cillian Buckley, Geoff Brennan,
Lester Ryan, Padraig Walsh (0-1), Walter Walsh (0-1), Matthew
Ruth (2-0) , Mark Kelly (0-1), Johnjo Farrell (0-1), Richie Hogan (1-7,
1-5 frees, one ’65).

Subs (used): John Power for Brennan, Joe Lyng for Kennedy.
Dublin: Alan Nolan, Cian O’Callaghan, Michael Carton, Paul
Schutte, Chris Crummy, Peter Kelly, Conal Keaney, Shane Durkin,
Simon Lambert, Colm Cronin, Eamon Dillon, Danny Sutcliffe, David
Treacy, Liam Rushe, Mark Schutte.

Subs (used): Cian Boland for Cronin, Paul Ryan for Treacy.

Ref: C. Lyons (Cork).

Galway V Kilkenny, Pearse Stadium, Salthill Sunday March 8th.
Galway 0-20 Kilkenny 0-18
Playing against the breeze in the first half, Kilkenny set an early template
with three points from Richie Hogan (2 frees) and William Phelan. The
game marked the surprising return to action of Joe Canning. The Galway
attack were content to work far out the field and delivered some terrific
long-range points. At 13 minutes they led by 0-4 to 0-3. The Kilkenny
defence were dogged and spirited. Mark Kelly and Lester Ryan grabbed
a brace of points by the 16th minute but three points from Dean Higgins
and Jonathan Flynn (2 frees) kept the home side to the fore. At half time
Galway led by 0-11 to 0-8. With the wind at their backs it was considered
scarcely enough to get the locals over the line in front at the finish. In a rip-
roaring second half, Hogan and Canning went toe to toe with their shooting
craft. Inside the final seven minutes Kilkenny were still adrift by two points.
They exerted tremendous pressure on the Galway goal, but the all
important goal never materialised. A John Power rasper came back off
the post, while Colm Callinan denied Johnjo Farrell’s late effort for the

Jonjo Farrell (above) and Kevin Kelly (below) were key players for Kilkenny in the League
(Willie Dempsey and Eoin Hennessy)

Colin Fennell, Kilkenny, is tackled by Johnny Coen, Galway, which resulted in Coen receiving a yellow card.
Daire Brennan/SPORTSFILE
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Eoin Murphy (Kilkenny) saves the sliotar during the Senior Hurling Leinster Semi Final in Nowlan Park. (Photo: Eoin Hennessy)

goal.

Kilkenny: Eoin Murphy, Paul Murphy, Michael Walsh, Shane
Prendergast, Padraig Walsh (0-1), Kieran Joyce, Cillian Buckley,
William Phelan (0-1), Lester Ryan (0-2), Walter Walsh (0-1), Richie
Hogan (0-10, eight frees), Matthew Ruth, Mark Kelly (0-2), Johnjo
Farrell (0-1), John Power.

Subs (used): Jackie Tyrrell for Michael Walsh, Keith Hogan for Richie
Hogan, Kevin Kelly for Mark Kelly.

Galway: Colm Callinan, Padraig Mannion, John Hanbury, Johnny
Coen, David Collins, Greg Lally, Geardéid Mclnerney, larlaith Tannian,
Joe Cooney, Andy Smith (0-1), Jonathan Glynn, Dean Higgins (0-2),
James Regan (0-1), Cathal Mannion (0-1), Jason Flynn (0-11, seven
frees, one ’65).

Subs (used): Joe Canning (0-4, two frees, one side-line), for Higgins,
Kevin Hynes for Lally, Eoin Burke for Regan.

Ref: Barry Kelly (Westmeath).

Tipperary V Kilkenny, Semple Stadium March 15.

Tipperary 2-22 Kilkenny 1-13.

This was a game that carried a huge expectation label for a whole raft of
reasons, not only for the Nowlan Park experience twelve months
previously, but for many other reasons that time and space cannot
accommodate at this juncture. It looked like it was going to be a grand
day at the office for the visiting Kilkenny supporters when Johnjo Farrell
had the ball spinning around in the Tipp net after just 16 seconds. As it
turned out, Kilkenny were faced with their final game against Clare being
touted as a dress rehearsal for the relegation drop into Division 1B. Cody’s
team had never been in such a hazardous situation ever. In a terrific first
half played out in front of 10,421 Tipp were good value for their half time
lead of 1-16 to Kilkenny’s 1-9. It was a half of 27 scores. The rate dropped
in the second half, with the home side eventually taking their foot off the
throttle (surprise, surprise) for the final run in. Clare awaited down in Clare.
It promised pain, hardship, and little relief.

Kilkenny: Eoin Murphy, Shane Prendergast, Paul Murphy, Jackie
Tyrrell, Brian Kennedy, Kieran Joyce, Cillian Buckley, Mark Kelly
(0-1), Lester Ryan, Walter Walsh, Richie Hogan (0-10, six frees),
Matthew Ruth, Johnjo Farrell (1-1), John Power (0-1 ’65), Ger
Aylward.

Subs (used): Kevin Kelly for Aylward, Joe Lyng for Ryan.

Tipperary: Darren Gleeson, Paul Curran, Conor O’Mahoney, Cathal
Barrett, Michael Breen (0-2), Pauric Maher (0-1), Ronan Maher,
Kieran Bergin, James Woodlock (0-1), John O’Dwyer (0-4), Brendan
Maher, Jason Forde (0-1), Noel McGrath (0-3), Seamus Callinan (1-7
three frees, one ’65), Noel O’Meara (1-2).

Subs (used): Conor O’Brien for Curran, Shane McGrath for Forde,
James McGrath for O’Meara, Shane Burke (0-1) for Noel McGrath,
Darragh Egan for Gleeson.

Ref: J. McGrath (Westmeath).

Clare V Kilkenny, Nowlan Park Sunday March 22
Kilkenny 2-20 Clare 2-19
Dublin’s defeat of Galway propelled Clare and Kilkenny into the dogfight
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of a relegation battle. Kilkenny needed to win in Nowlan Park to give
themselves a chance of staying in Division 1A. By the width of a cigarette
paper, they managed to do exactly that, which insured that the next time
they were to meet Clare the loser dropped. This was a cracker of a game,
as both sides threw everything but the kitchen sink at each other. A two-
goal blast by Shane O’Donnell in the first half handed a half-time lead of
2-9 to 1-9 to his side. Within seconds of the resumption Johnjo Farrel
levelled matters, and a four-point run followed which had the home side
looking comfortable. Kilkenny were hanging on for dear life as Clare came
storming on to their defences. A shot by Tony Kelly took the distemper of
Eoin Murphy’s upright. The Cats held out but only by the skin of etc. etc.
Kilkenny: Eoin Murphy, Shane Prendergast, Paul Murphy, Jackie
Tyrrell, Tomas Keogh, Kieran Joyce, William Phelan, Joe Lyng (0-1),
Brian Kennedy, Walter Walsh (0-2), John Power, Matthew Ruth (0-2),
Johnjo Farrell (1-2), Kevin Kelly (1-9. Four frees. Three ’65), Mark
Kelly (0-3).

Subs (used): Ger Aylward (0-1) for Kennedy, Keith Hogan for Ruth,
Robert Lennon for Tyrrell.

Clare: P. Kelly, J. Browne, D. Mclnerney, P. Flanagan, P. Donnellan,
Conor Ryan, C. Dillon, S. Morey (0-2), C. Galvin (0-2), J. Conlon (0-1),
Tony Kelly (0-4), Colm Ryan (07, four frees, one ’65), C. McGrath
(0-2), Shane O’Donnell (2-0), A. Cunningham.

Subs (used): D. Reidy for Cunningham, D. O’Donovan for Flanagan,
Darach Honan for McGrath, C. Cleary (0-1) for Galvin.

Ref: James Owens (Wexford).

Kilkenny V Clare, Nowlan Park 29 March.
Kilkenny 1-18 Clare 1-17

Kilkenny secured Division 1A hurling for 2016 at the expense of a gallant
Clare who never took their foot off the pedal right to the finish. It took an
immaculate point from Cillian Buckley to secure their First Division status,
but it could so easily have been a different story. Tony Kelly was in sublime
form all day shooting a valuable nine points. However the return of some
big guns helped the Kilkenny situation. TJ Reid for one was in tremendous
form. He plundered a valuable 1-3 from play, while Richie Hogan
smuggled 0-5 despite the best efforts of the Dalcassians to keep him in
check. It was a real belter of a game with the slightly better team coming
out on top.
Kilkenny: Eoin Murphy, Shane Prendergast, Paul Murphy, Joey
Holden, Kieran Joyce, Lester Ryan, Cillian Buckley, Joe Lyng,
Michael Fennelly, Walter Walsh, TJ. Reid, Matthew Ruth, Johnjo
Farrell, Colin Fennelly, Richie Hogan.
Clare: P. Kelly, D. Mcinerney, C. Dillon, B. O’Donoghue, J. Browne,
Conor Ryan, P. Donnellan, C. Galvin, P. O’Connor; J. Conlon (0-1),
Tony Kelly (0-9 one free. One ’65), Colin Ryan, D. Reidy (0-3), Shane
O’Donnell (1-3), Conor McGrath.
Subs (used): Cathal O’Connell for McGrath. Shane Golden for
C. Ryan. Aaron Cunningham for O’Connell, Séadhna Morey (0-1)
for Galvin, Bobby Duggan for Kelly.
Ref: C. Mc Allister (Cork).
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THAT WAS THE YEAR THAT SHOULDN'T
HAVE BEEN..... (BUT WAS)

by Enda McEvoy (Irish Examiner)

Kilkenny players, from left Joe Lyng, Padraig Walsh, Cillian Buckley, Conor Fogarty, Paul Murphy, Kieran Joyce, Ger Aylward and Richie Hogan relax on the pitch after victory over Galway.
Picture credit: Diarmuid Greene / SPORTSFILE

It was the week before the All Ireland final, it was outside one of the
many coffeehouses in Kieran Street and the gentleman passing by had
been involved with Kilkenny at underage level in the past, so he wasn’t
simply your common or garden man in the street. “I know we seem to
say it every year,” he mused, “but if Cody wins this one with this team
it'll be his greatest achievement ever.”

A very good way of putting it and one with which there can be no ar-
guing. No Shefflin, no Walsh, no Delaney, no Hogan, no Herity, no Fog-
arty. A wealth of corporate knowledge gone from the panel in a swoop.
Yet Kilkenny didn’t just retain the All Ireland without it and them, they
sauntered to victory. That they did so without having a glove laid on them
isn’t good in big-picture terms and cannot be. But that’s another story.

Was there a moment, apart from a brief spell after the restart in the
Leinster final and perhaps ten minutes approaching the interval in the
All Ireland final, when they looked remotely flustered? Scarcely. Was
there an even vaguely dangerous shot Eoin Murphy had to save, the
goals that beat him apart? It is difficult to recall one. To hold that this
was the least impressive looking outfit in stripes to make it to Croke Park
in September since the 2004 iteration did so is no insult; it is merely to
articulate and agree with the general consensus. In turn it is what makes
2015’s achievement all the more worthy. And all of this was enacted not
only with the fitness of Michael Fennelly, the county’s most important
player since 2011, a moveable feast from match to match but also with
Richie Hogan, the incumbent Hurler of the Year, off the pace for the All
Ireland series due to injury and Richie Power, the man who’d done more
than any other to drag the Noresiders over the finishing line in 2014, not
seeing a second of intercounty action all year until ten minutes from the
end of the final.

Kilkenny did the four in a row with what few people will disagree to be
the greatest hurling team ever. To have followed it up by winning four
All Irelands in five years is inarguably a greater achievement. Had they
disappeared for half a decade — or even longer — after 2009 it wouldn’t
have been a total surprise (after the greatest football team ever reached
the end of the road, Kerry went from 1986 to 1997 without an All Ireland)
and it certainly couldn’t have been a cause for complaint on the part of
the supporters in view of the wonders to which they’d been treated. But
Brian Cody doesn’t do fallow periods, does he?

It may come as a jolt to realise that for Kilkenny this decade is already
as successful as the first decade of the 20th century and the 1930s and
the 1970s — those storied, starry eras — were, and more successful than

13

the 1910s, ‘20s, ‘40s, 50s, ‘60s, ‘80s and ‘90s. We do not live in inter-
esting times; we live in ludicrously successful ones.

Granted, Kilkenny don’t blow teams away the way they once did. The
armoury isn’t as lavishly stocked as it used to be. Again, that makes their
success over the past two seasons all the more impressive. What they
do now is asphyxiate opponents. Hands on the throat from midway
through the first half and a long, slow throttle into insensibility. It isn’t

The men behind the success. Brian Cody, Michael Dempsey, Derke Lyng and James McGarry.
Pic by John Mcllwaine

spectacular — the corpses don’t end up shredded with bullets any more
— but it is highly effective.

What the MacCarthy Cup holders also possess is balance. A goal a
game is the staple now but it’s invariably leavened with a fusillade of
white flags that, crucially, breaks the 20-point barrier: 5-25 against Wex-
ford, 1-27 versus Galway in the Leinster final, 1-21 against Waterford
and 1-22 versus Galway second time around. They even scored the
same in the last game of the season as they did in the first game of the
league: 1-22 on Valentine’s Night in Péirc Ui Rinn. More balance. In the
2014 championship, the shellacking of Offaly first time out excepted,
Kilkenny’s average was 2-20 per outing. In 2015, the shellacking of Wex-
ford first time out excepted, their average was a fraction short of 1-23
per outing. On the face of it, then, they were as good in 2015 as they
had been in 2014. They were certainly more settled, and after all the ex-
citement and hairpin turns of 2013 and '14 they were probably due a
low-key summer.



EVEN FLOW

Balance. That
word again.
Kilkenny  demon-
strated it in spades
in the All Ireland
final. If nobody bar
Michael  Fennelly
put in a 9 out of 10
performance, al-
though I'd suggest
Eoin Larkin came as
close as makes no
difference, then no-
body was a 6 either.
And All Ireland finals
are won by a mass
of 7s and 8s, not by
one or two 9s in iso-
lation. Cillian Buck-
ley had a tough time
of it from Jason
Flynn in the first half
but over on the op-
posite wing Padraig
Walsh produced his
best afternoon of
the summer. Walter
Walsh, who created
the goal for TJ Reid and chipped in with a brace of points for good meas-
ure, will always have 2012 but is no longer a one-hit wonder. Colin Fen-
nelly’s stroke will never be a thing of beauty yet, almost paradoxically
for a player with such a lazy swing, he works a double shift every time
he takes the field and on the first Sunday of September he drew the foul
that should have resulted in a red card for Johnny Coen before coming
up with two important points just when Kilkenny’s pressure demanded
them. Conor Fogarty is another workaholic if a less obvious one. He
may never end up winning an All Star, at least not any time soon, but
one suspects he’s the first name on Cody’s teamsheet and that, after
all, is what matters more.

As for Eoin Larkin, we sang his praises here last year. All that remains
to be said is that he may if anything be improving with age and it’s those
filigree touches of his — the dropping, spinning ball he caught under the
Hogan Stand in the second half of the All Ireland final, the give and go
with Reid for his point at the Davin End — that constitute the sprinkles
on the icing on the cake. Larkin does it all so cleanly, so clinically and

Gillian Buckley using the wings against Waterford. (John Mcllwaine)
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so unflashily that
his insouciant bril-
liance is easily
overlooked. He
thinks slow and ex-
ecutes fast.

Apropos of Reid
and Richie Hogan,
it is a long time
since Kilkenny were
blessed with two
such gifted for-
wards at the ab-
solute peak of their
powers simultane-
ously. While Henry
Shefflin and DJ
Carey soldiered to-
gether for years,
Shefflin was on the
up escalator at the
time whereas DJ
was descending.
Reid’s Hurler of the
Year trophy was
richly merited; a
goal in each cham-
pionship outing and
never a game in
which one didn’t look
like coming. In all four matches he’d found the net by half-time. Re
Hogan, against Wexford at Nowlan Park he did most of his work during
the first half on the Old Stand side. Watching him up close was an edu-
cation. He was thinking, and prosecuting, a different game to everyone
else on the field.

Mick Dempsey remains a cornerstone of the operation. He came from
Laois, he had a thirst for knowledge. One of these days the full extent
of his influence since 2006 may emerge. Then again, it may not; you'd
imagine he’d prefer it the latter way. Derek Lyng and James McGarry
were visibly learning their trade as selectors in 2014; 2015 appeared an
altogether smoother ride for them. Smart and motivated and ambitious,
the pair have much to give to Kilkenny hurling yet. In adding them to the
setup Cody demonstrated, yet again, his flexibility and his recognition
of the imperative to move with the times. Kilkenny could not have won
as much as they have in the past five years had the boss man remained
wedded — and welded — to the formula that had served him so well in
the past.

1

Joe Canning, Galway, clashes with Eoin Larkin, Kilkenny as Galway manager Anthony Cunningham steps in. Picture credit: David Maher / SPORTSFILE
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One vignette will serve to illustrate the length of the road he’s come.
Japanese soldiers from World War Two still hiding out on small islands
in the Pacific knew that Waterford would play seven defenders in the All
Ireland semi-final. Ten years ago such a configuration would have either
confused Kilkenny or been a matter of complete indifference to them. In
either case they’d still have tried to boot down the front door, the de-
fenders skying the sliotar forward for Shefflin et al to win in the air and
the team trying to overcome Waterford by sheer blunt-force trauma. All
has changed, utterly. Last August the reigning champions, aware they
had an intellectual puzzle to solve, went about solving it via cold logic.
Cillian Buckley was appointed the spare man and sallied forward down
the left in the second half, but instead of going long with the sliotar he
went laterally, picking out Reid and Hogan with short passes, playing
the percentaged ball to a colleague rather than lamping a long, fifty-fifty
ball into a ruck of friends and enemies. Thus was the Waterford defence
opened up, not with a hammer but with a stiletto.

A BIG DISAPPOINTMENT

Plaudits directed to where plaudits are due, it was a horribly disap-
pointing summer. There is no other way of putting it. At the outset the
playing field looked more level than it had at any time since 1998-99.
Eight counties seemed to harbour realistic hopes of September glory,
or at the very least realistic hopes of making the last four. That most of
them failed so dismally to get the trip was the real reason the hurling
public felt shortchanged by Championship 2015.

An exception can be made for Galway, who punched their weight for
the first time in three years. But no more of this nonsense about their
second-half fadeout in the All Ireland final and what may or may not have
happened in the dressing room at the interval. Nothing happened in the
dressing room at the interval and all that happened in the second half
was that, having hurled above themselves in the first period, the West-
erners ran out of puff and, Kilkenny’s hands closing ever tighter on their
throat, regressed to the mean. Galway hit 2-15 in the Leinster final and
1-18 in the All Ireland final. They lost the Leinster final by seven points
and as Joe Canning stood over that injury-time free in the All Ireland
final they were trailing by... seven points. Thus the formline of the provin-
cial decider was replicated almost exactly. Move along there now, noth-
ing to see. On the up side, Galway reached the final with an inordinately
young forward line. One cannot say with assurance that better days lie
ahead for the county. This is Galway, after all. But the potential for better
days surely does.

The real breath of fresh air was Waterford. Much was made of their
allegedly defensive ways. Again, utter poppycock. Waterford weren't a
defensive team, particularly not for the first half of the season. They
couldn’t have won the National League final by hitting 1-24 if they had

wt Lilrerty W Liberty R Liheriy

T/ Reid, Kilkenny, scores his team's opening goal despite the attention of Johnny Coen and John Hanbury of Galway. Picture credit: Seb Daly / SPORTSFILE

15

e R —
———
e
e S ——_—
e o e

e

+ ———

been. What they were was a counter-attacking team. Kilkenny are fre-
quently a counter-attacking team too, especially when they’re defending
a lead. They get bodies into the middle of the field and the one or two
forwards who remain up front hold up the ball till the runners arrive. Think
of Michael Fennelly’s late point in the All Ireland final and the latticework
of short passes that preceded it, Larkin and Power retaining possession
until such time as Fennelly got himself up the field and into a shooting
position. While it goes without saying that Derek McGrath will have to
commit more players to attack in 2016 if the Deise are to maintain their
momentum, the De La Salle man deserves some sort of award for serv-
ices to hurling in 2015. He brought a team composed largely of novices
from Division 1B to win the league in great style and to reach an All Ire-
land semi-final. In doing so he made us all think — and talk — about the
game that little bit more. Good for him.

Elsewhere the world continued to spin. Bennettsbridge captured the
All Ireland junior title as to the manner and heritage born, then followed
it up with the county intermediate silverware. An inordinately impressive
St Kieran’s retained their colleges crown, though not before being made
work for it by Thurles CBS in the final. Ballyhale Shamrocks had alto-
gether too much for a stage-struck Kilmallock at Croke Park on St
Patrick’s Day. Of the Kilkenny under-21 team, annihilated in Wexford
Park, all that can be said is that they were of a piece with the correspon-
ding minor outfit of three years earlier. Occasionally these things hap-
pen. Even in Kilkenny. Especially in Kilkenny.

We concluded here last year with the suggestion that Kilkenny were
in danger of being perceived as serial moaners and unnecessarily de-
fensive when they had nothing much to get worked up about. Lo and
behold, 2015 did provide them with something to get justifiably worked
up about. Although it was their lack of goalscoring power that ultimately
prevented Pat Hoban’s minors retaining the Irish Press Cup - basically,
Galway won the All Ireland because of their ability to find the net at crit-
ical junctures — it is nothing more than a simple statement of fact that
Kilkenny were reamed by the referee in the drawn All Ireland semi-final
and they were reamed by the referee in the replay.

Again, occasionally these things happen. They shouldn’t. They do.
Thankfully this time the toys remained within the pram, Hoban accepted
his misfortune with good grace and the county board wisely eschewed
the temptation to take it any further. The sight of Kilkenny stamping their
foot and whinging — however legitimately — about being deprived of
reaching yet another All Ireland final would not have been an edifying
one. Ghastly old imperialist though he may have been, Kipling was cor-
rect to this extent: the only way to handle those two impostors, triumph
and disaster, is to treat ‘em just the same.



Overhead View of Completed Training Centre ai Dunmore
(Eoin Henness )

The Park, Johnstown
€o Kilkenny
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Well Done Kilkenny’s Heroes of 2015!
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Their Greatest Win of All?

Seventeen summers....eleven All-Irelands four
questions.

Maybe it's the law of diminishing returns. Perhaps if you keep
on rocking an audience, in time they'll turn a little sheepish, a
little introverted on you. Brian Cody's post-All-Ireland final press
conference this year was surely one of the shortest on record.

It was briefer than the Gettysburg Address. Why?

Well it wasn't down to the remarkable James Stephens man
being in any kind of hurry. He was, as ever, respectful and
courteous towards anyone with a question. Trouble was, the
media's curiosity seemed to have reached a point of exhaustion
here.

After question number four, that dinky auditorium under the
Hogan Stand fell eerily quiet. Cody dwelt momentarily in case
someone's throat might be clearing or hands may have been
struggling with some notes. But, no, this gig had already run its
course.

"Okay lads?" he asked, getting to his feet.

Journalists get beaten down by many things but maybe nothing
brings on a collective torpor quite like having to colour in the
same story-line over and over and over again. What is there left
to say about a team that just keeps on winning, no matter the
discouragements?

By any mortal standards, they had no business holding onto
Liam McCarthy in 2015. But what's that got to do with
anything? Under Cody, Kilkenny apply their own rules. They
don't understand the condition of panic or recognise the concept
of crisis.

| was gabbing away to Newstalk when the champions took the
field on September 6. First man | looked for was Richie Hogan,
given rumours that he'd prepared for the game in Lourdes.
Sure enough, quite apart from that back of his which has the
status of a listed building now, Hogan's quad was heavily
strapped.

Then | sought out the silhouette of big, old Michael Fennelly,
another who is advised by his GP these days not to be lifting
anything heavier than a coffee mug. Observing his warm-up, |
managed to convince myself that here was someone just
shaking a hapless fist at the march of Father Time.

And | cast a glance at Shane Prendergast, a Championship
debutant at 29, now filling the shoes of Hurricane Jackie against
a forward line packed with gunpowder.

| thought of Joey Holden still learning the ropes as an inter-
county full-back and of Kieran Joyce holding the fort at number
six, 28-years-old but only now having won the trust of a
reluctant Mr Cody.

Seemed to me that Kilkenny were pretty much held together by
masking tape here.

So | did what every fool with a microphone in his hand has the
capacity to do. | bunjee jumped from the seventh floor. "All
great teams eventually hit a stone wall" | declared. "And |
believe that this will be the day that time finally catches up with
Kilkenny."

Seasoned companions looked at me as if I'd just tossed the
mortgage on a Willie Mullins horse that Ruby has overlooked.
Their chorused expressions blared "have you been drinking?"
You know, having collaborated with Henry Shefflin on his book, |
like to think I've a reasonable grasp of the Kilkenny hurling
psyche now. Their relentlessness comes from an absolute
acceptance that struggle will be part of any journey. That
setback is as inevitable as nightfall. Seems to me that the
definition of a Kilkenny hurler, on Cody's watch at least, will
always be how he responds to trouble.

Yet, here | was predicting the looming flutter of a white flag. |
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VINCENT HOGAN (Irish Independent)

Al Ireland Hurling Final 2015
Galway's assistant manager Eugene Cloonan congratulates Brian Cody on
Kilkenny's victory. Pic by John Mcllwaine

9 August 2015; Shane Prendergast, Kilkenny. GAA Hurling All-Ireland Senior
Championship, Semi-Final, Kilkenny v Waterford. Croke Park, Dublin.
Picture credit: Brendan Moran / SPORTSFILE

might as well have taken to declaring the All Blacks docile and
effeminate.

Now it must be said that, half an hour in, my prediction still had
some wind in its sails. Galway had scored twelve times to
Kilkenny's six. But for Td's opportunist goal, it would have been
fair to say that this final was drifting away from the Cats. But
that always tends to be the rub with Kilkenny.

They just work to different co-ordinates in the mind.

Galway had hurled with extraordinary coherence and intensity,



yet the half-time margin would be three points. A single score.
For Anthony Cunningham, there must - even then - have been a
sense that they were just trying to rope down the wind here.
Within seven minutes of the resumption, Kilkenny were level
and - let's be honest - the remainder was sport's equivalent of
watching a python slowly swallow a porcupine whole. The
sense of inevitability was palpable as a realisation dawned on
Galway that banjaxed, decrepit old Kilkenny were simply not for
turning.

Joe Canning's injury-time goal offered the illusion of a game
with a pulse right to the last shriek of James Owens's whistle.
But the 2015 final didn't have that. Kilkenny won almost as they
chose in the end. They weathered the maroon storm, then
galloped over the horizon.

And that was extraordinary. In a post-Henry world, they were
also dealing with the straitening realities of being in a post-
Tommy, post-JJ, post-Taggy, post-Brian Hogan, post-David
Herity world.

By any stretch, Cody's resources had to be close to breaking
point.

You look at the turmoil that has visited Galway since, the
effective sacking of Cunningham as manager by his own
players, and you can't but marvel at the Kilkenny ecosystem.
The sense of ever-changing personnel working to one absolute,
non-negotiable culture.

Henry speaks in the book of how he struggled with his reduced
dressing-room status during the Championship of 2014. There
was no special treatment for arguably the greatest player the
game has ever seen. There were no concessions to sentiment.

Cody's mantra has always been that everyone is equal behind
that dressing-room door. That one Constitution must, by
necessity, apply to all. He doesn't just throw that out as a
soundbyte.

He applies it as a core principle.

Brian O'Driscoll once told me how, as his Leinster rugby career
tapered to a close, he found Joe Schmidt frustratingly distant.
Only hindsight allowed him understand the necessity for that
distance. Great coaches, great managers just move
relentlessly forward. There are no free-passes to making that
journey with them.

| happen to believe that Kilkenny's All-Ireland win in 2015 may,
in the context of running repairs needed and the number of
mature voices lost to the group, have been their greatest of all
under Cody. Because it flew in the face of awkward
circumstance.

The key was that at no point did they even countenance that old
vitamin deficiency of self-pity.

Kilkenny just drove relentlessly forward. And, in doing so, |
believe they posed a pretty unflattering question for the rest of
hurling. It is what have we learned from their seventeen-year
stretch of dominance? Where is the evidence of
understanding?

Tipperary, perhaps, came closest between '09 and '11 and
again last year but, on the cusp of 2016, who would your money
be on to out-flank Mr. Cody? Have a good think about that.
Then look elsewhere for investment.

A LEGEND OF THE FALL

So now the story's ended and the tale it has been told
No more we'll see ’King ’J-ﬁmry in the Black and Amber foﬁ{
Thank you for the memories so say we one and all

For you were our ﬁurﬁng 661’0 anc[a (egemfin tﬁefa([

With ten All Treland medals that's written in fofE(ore

As we remember goa[s and _points-we cheered your every score
Croke Park on Brigﬁt Se})temﬁer a(ays we fondfy now recall
When you led the "Cats" to g[ory:prourf fegenﬁ[ of the fa[ﬂ

The Father Time came down the [ine and beckoned Yyou away
From Sempfe and ﬁfom Croker on All Treland Final Jay
You rescued us when all seemed (ost and answered every call

For you were our ﬁurﬁng hero and a l’egem{ in the fa([

T ﬁey may talk about Mick Macléey and that great man, Cﬁristy
Ring

But we had our own King ﬂ-(em’y a f(ying down the wing

From Arklow to the Cfad]fagﬁ and from ’Beﬁast down to Yougﬁa[
Tl ﬁey'[f remember El-['emy Sﬁgff(in-};roud' ﬁzgena( cf the fa([

Jamesie Muryﬁy

Henry’s Last Appearance In Black and Amber
27 September 2014; Kilkenny's Henry Shefflin talks with manager Brian Cody before coming on as a second half substitute. GAA Hurling All Ireland Senior Championship Final
replay, Kilkenny v Tipperary. Croke Park, Dublin. Piaras O Midheach / SPORTSFILE
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DETERMINED WALTER MAKES 2015

A YEAR TO REMEMBER

For Walter Walsh, 2015 could be seen as

his breakthrough year fully capitalising on

the promise shown in 2012 when he made
a spectacular senior debut in the All-
Ireland Final replay victory over Galway

scoring 1-3 and gaining the Man of the &

Match accolade. e

The last two years had proved
challenging for the big man &
from Tullogher-Rosbercon, :
with injuries ruling him #
out for most of the 2013 /
National League, /
he did return for the |
Championship and
some good displays,
last year he found it .
keep his place in
team. | asked him
been omitted for the [¥ All-lIreland |
replay against |4 Tipperary
and if that renewed |
determination for this ' | season.
‘Last year was the ) b ) reverse
of 2012, and in / g
fairness John g7 Power
camein and had an  excellent
game. | would always try to
better myself each vyear
anyway working on the
different  skills like |
hooking and blocking’.

Wally, as he s
affectionately known,
in the footsteps of his <§
and uncles, who played & !
hurling/camogie  with Tullogher,
by lining out for the club but had to bide his
time in getting the chance to wear the
same colours for the county. Having
missed out on selection for the South
Kilkenny Under-16 team, he was drafted
into the minor panel for the 2008 Leinster
championship where he came on as sub in
the provincial Final win before starting the
semi-final, where he netted two goals in
the win over Tipperary, and the Final
against Galway. Walter then featured for
the minors again in 2009 but the
Tribesmen exacted their revenge in the
Final.

= followed
parents

In 2012, Walter added a Leinster Under-21
medal to his collection and had shown
good form in that campaign but still he
must have been surprised to receive a call
up to the senior squad — how did this come
about? ‘Brian had a few of us in training
with the seniors, and said that any player
who performed well in training had a
chance to make the panel. | was first

included in the twenty-six for
s the quarter-final  against
Limerick. | was just hoping
that | might get a chance to
4 feature at some stage during

The issue of whether the game should go
professional is an ongoing issue, would he
like to see it go down this route? ‘We are

By Richard Holden

Photos John Mcllwaine

the Championship.” How
> then did he deal with
b\ starting  the  All-
Y\ Ireland replay?
‘Some of the lads
%) like David Herity,
~\ Henry and
Tommy said to
continue  what
I'm doing in
training and to try
treat it as another game.
That helped me a lot.’

well looked after, the success is a help as
it generates more money. The work the
Kilkenny  Supporters Club do is
appreciated by the players. | don’t think
there is enough money for the game to go
professional.’

Does Walter feel there is too
much analysis of players’

¥ performances now? ‘| try to
¥ avoid social media during the
season, and tend to avoid the
Sunday Game, definitely the
analysis of it anyway. | might watch
the match back during the week. | What
get my feedback from talking with
management and my team-mates.’

In his sixteen championship appearances
with the seniors, Walter has amassed an
impressive haul of 2-21 and already has
three McCarthy Cup winners’ medals.
does he attribute Kilkenny’s
phenomenal run of success down to? ‘A
lot of our success is down to Brian Cody
and his management team. We have a
top-notch backroom team and that would
include our four physios, nutritionists and
team doctor.’

Walter Walsh passes to TJ REID to set up his goal in the All Ireland Final
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When asked for players he most
admired growing up, Walter picks out
Tullaroan’s Tommy Walsh. ‘It was
brilliant watching Tommy, for a player
small in stature he was so tigerish on the
field. Like a lot of youngsters, | also
loved seeing DJ in action.’

Going back to where it all started, and
the club — what are his ambitions there?
‘This year, we lost to the eventual
champions, Bennettsbridge in the
intermediate quarter-final by six points.
| think we can definitely win the
intermediate, we have a very good
underage set-up for a rural club.’

Away from the hurling field, Walter is a
big fan of rugby and played for New
Ross, where one of his team-mates was
Tadhg Furlong, a member of Ireland’s
World Cup squad this season.

EOREERRRRRRE R EEREEE
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Factfile

Age: 24

Occupation: Teacher of Science and Biology -

St. Benildus College, Stillorgan

Honours: 2 Leinster and 1 All-Ire MH;

1 Leinster U21H;

2 Leinster and 3 All-Ire SH;

2 NHL; 1 Railway Cup;

1 Co. and Leinster Club JHC;

1 Leinster Colleges U-14, 16 and SH and

1 Leinster Colleges U-16 (all Good Counsel, New Ross)

There has also been an appearance on
the popular Second Captains
programme where he was invited to
participate in their traditional quiz at the
end of the show. ‘I would be a good
friend of Tipp’s Noel McGrath, and he
was appearing as a guest that night.
The soccer analyst, Richie Sadlier, has
also appeared on the show a good few
times, and he is a former student at the
school where | teach, St. Benildus
Stillorgan.’

The new Clare hurling coach, Donal Og
Cusack has said that ‘Walter would find
space in a revolving door’. It will be
interesting to see what special plans, he
and Davy Fitz have, to combat the
Tullogher man, should Clare and
Kilkenny meet in 2016 — one thing’s for
sure, Walter is sure to again play an
integral part in the Cats bid for League
and Championship honours.
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Shamrocks Bloom on Si. Pairicks Day

All lreland SH Club Final 2015 Report By Michael O'leary

Ballyhale Shamrocks - All Ireland SH Club Champions 2015 (Willie Dempsey)
Back: Donnacha Fitzpatrick, Henry Shefflin, Brian Cody, Gavin Butler, Brian Butler, Conor Walsh, Patrick Reid, Joey Holden,Colin Fennelly, TJ
Reid, Mark Aylward, Aidan Cummins, Conor Reid, Joey Cuddihy, Paul Shefflin, Paddy Mullen, Jack Kenneally, Kevin Mullen, Darren

Mullen.Front:

Tom Coogan, Eoin Doyle, David Hoyne, Eoin Knox, Michael Fennelly, Alan Cuddihy, Richie Reid, Cha Fitzpatrick, Bob Aylward, Eoin Reid, Keith
Nolan, Ronan Corcoran, Paddy Doyle, Eugene Aylward, Conor Phelan, Enda Fitzpatrick, Liam Grant, Michael Dermody.

Towards the end of the last decade,
Ballyhale Shamrocks dominated Club
Hurling winning four consecutive County
Senior Championships from 2006-2009 as
well as three Leinster Senior Club titles
and All-Ireland Senior Club titles in 2007
and 2010.

However, over the past 4 years they only
had a Senior title in 2012 to display for their
efforts, and they would have considered
that an underachievement with the depth
of talent that they possessed.

The club turned to Tipperary men Andy
Moloney and Colm Bonnar to restore them
to previous glory, and they duly obliged.
With the delay of the Club Championship
due to the All-lreland Final replay,
Shamrocks didn't get their County
Championship underway until the October
Bank Holiday weekend when they played
Danesfort in the County Senior Quarter-
Final.

Shamrocks easily brushed aside their
neighbours winning 5-23 to 2-13 to set-up
a semi-final clash with St. Martins a week
later.

St. Martins cause wasn’t helped when they
had a player dismissed, and Shamrocks
eventually prevailed 1-19 to 0-14 to set-up
a County Final showdown with 2013
Champions Clara who easily destroyed
Carrickshock in a repeat of the 2013
County decider.

Shamrocks were a team on a mission, and
they regained the County title in emphatic
style.

Inspired by captain fantastic and birthday
boy TJ Reid who scored 0-10, Shamrocks
won 1-20 to 1-13 with Mark Aylward
scoring a superb goal to finish off a superb
movement involving Michael Fennelly and
Henry Shefflin.

TJ continued his superb form in the
Leinster Semi-Final when he scored 1-8,
as they easily defeated Kilmacud Crokes
2-15 to 0-12 to set-up a provincial final
showdown with 2013 All-Ireland Finalists
Kilcormac-Cilloghey.

However, things weren't as straightforward

Henry Shefflin & TJ Reid (Capt) with
the Tommy Moore Cup
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in the Leinster Final, where they required
extra-time to eventually overcome the
Offaly men.

A handful of missed frees from Ciaran
Slevin proved costly, although he landed a
monster free from inside his own-half to
force extra-time.

Shamrocks experience prevailed in extra-
time with Ronan Corcoran, James “Cha”
Fitzpatrick, TJ Reid and Henry all pointing
as they won out after a ferocious battle 0-
21 to 1-14.

Their Leinster Final victory set-up an All-
Ireland Semi-Final showdown with Galway
Senior Champions Gort who defeated last
years All-lreland Club Champions
Portumna in the County Final which was
played in mid-December.

Having trailed early on to a Richie
Cummins goal, Shamrocks recovered to
lead 2-9 to 1-8 at the interval with the Reid
brothers TJ and Eoin grabbing a goal
each.

The duo combined in the 11th minute for
Shamrocks opening goal, when a brilliant
flick from Eoin set-up TJ who blasted home
an unstoppable shot that gave the Gort
goalkeeper Gavin Lally no chance.

Eoin squeezed home Shamrocks 2nd goal
amidst a goalmouth scramble as
Shamrocks took control.

Shamrocks  maintained that lead
throughout the second-half, with the
midfield duo of Bob Aylward and Conor
Walsh immense scoring 0-3 each.

Having just turned 36, and yet to make a
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Shamrocks Players on Croke Park celebrating their victory. (Willie Dempsey)

decision on his Inter-County future, Henry gave a sublime display
scoring 0-5 from play, and collecting the man of the match award
afterwards.

It was onto Croke Park for St. Patricks Day and an All-Ireland Club
Final showdown against Killmallock of Limerick.

Killmallock under the guidance of twice former All-Ireland Senior
medal winner Ger “Sparrow” O’Loughlin came to Croke Park the
hard way.

They defeated the previous years Munster Club Champions Na
Piarsaigh to regain the County decider, before displaying
admirable strength of character to win the Munster Club

Championship.

They defeated both Sarsfields of Cork and Cratloe of Clare after
the odds.

In the Munster Semi-Final against Sarsfields, Killmallock
former Cork Senior forward Kieran Murphy, and an equalising free
from Cian McCarthy drew the sides level as extra-time was
Following a pulsating contest, Killmallock eventually emerged 3-
22 to 3-20 to set-up a provincial final showdown with Cratloe of
One of the best club matches in recent times

emerged in the Gaelic Grounds in Limerick,

neighbours in a magnificent contest after |

extra-time 1-32 to 3-18.

displayed admirable strength of character,

and they had to draw all that strength when |

County Senior Gavin O’Mahony was

dismissed for an off the ball incident.

during the final quarter following O’Mahony’s .

dismissal, but they fought back heroically to

Cratloe 0-11 win their 3rd Munster title, and

set up an All-Ireland Semi-Final showdown

The Limerick men prevailed as expected 2-

19 to 0-12 to set-up an All-Ireland showdown

Having overcome Na Piarsaigh, Sarsfields

and Cratloe the hard way on their way to

extra-time, and on both occasions, they achieved victory against
appeared to have secured victory, but an injury-time goal from
required.

Clare.

as Killmallock overcame their Clare l

The Limerick and Munster Champions

they were reduced to 14 men after Inter-

Killmallock trailed by two points at one stage

salvage extra-time, before outscoring

with Portaferry of Down.

with Shamrocks.

Croke Park, Killmallock were expected to
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provide Shamrocks with a stern test of their credentials, but it
didn’t materialise like that.

A Colin Fennelly goal before half-time sent Shamrocks on their
way as they led 1-7 to 0-4 at the interval, before they ran out
resounding 1-18 to 1-6 winners.

Henry played his part scoring 0-2 from play in his last game before
announcing his retirement from Inter-County Hurling 8 days later,
while Joey Holden was named man of the match afterwards.
Shamrocks had a perfect mixture of youth and experience, and
indeed four of the starting 15 were 35 or older this year, Henry
and his brother Paul, Aidan Cummins,and Bob Aylward who score
an early point.

It was Shamrocks 6th All-Ireland Club Hurling title in history as
they pulled two clear of their nearest rivals Portumna and Birr.

Ballyhale Shamrocks: Richie Reid, Keith Nolan, Joey Holden,
Alan Cuddihy (0-01), Paul Shefflin, Michael Fennelly, Aidan
Cummins, Conor Walsh, Bob Aylward (0-01), James “Cha”
Fitzpatrick, Henry Shefflin (0-02), TJ Reid (0-06, 4f), Patrick
Reid, Colin Fennelly (1-03), Eoin Reid (0-03).

Subs: Mark Aylward (0-02) for Patrick Reid, Tom Coogan for
Nolan, David Hoyne for Walsh, Michael Dermody for P
Shefflin.

Action from the Final (Willie Dempsey)



Taking Over from a Legend

It was a very good year. He may not have
predicted it at the start, well he knew all
about it at the end of it.

Of the glut of retirees last winter, if there was
one man Kilkenny supporters were really
fearing the loss of it was JJ Delaney. Not
only was he possibly the finest wing back the
game had ever seen, in recent times, he had
transformed himself into one of the greatest
full backs. So with the memory still fresh from
"that" hook against Seamie Callanan in last
year's All-Ireland, came the blow that we
would never see such finesse at this level
again. Into his shoes stepped Joey Holden.
A fine player, yes, but in his first full season
in such a pivotal position, would he cope with
the burden of taking over from a legend?
Moreover, would he manage to take on the
task of coping with Conor McDonald,
Maurice Shanahan and Joe Canning, some
of the finest hurlers in the country? Well, he
did, and he did it with flying colours.

It wasn't always this way. Some hurlers
seem destined for greatness the moment
they pick up a hurl. Joey Holden was not one
of those. Rather than being a DJ or a Richie
Hogan, he's more akin to his county selector
Derek Lyng. A worker first, a stylist second.
He never played minor or under-21 for the
county, indeed he only started playing
regularly with his own club team when he
was 22. Did he ever feel short changed at his
lack of appearances in the county's
underage set-up? "No, | knew | wasn't at that
level at that time. Growing up, | always loved
hurling, | remember getting my first hurl
when | was 4. But | was looking at guys
like Richie Doyle there at that
time. | knew | wasn't up to that
level so | had to either step .

up or improve myself"
When he was growing 1
up he wasn't in one of
the elite Ballyhale age
groups of Cha Fitzpatrick
or his own brother Padraig
who scooped all and sundry in
front of them. His was a slower and
steadier progress. If the weaker
age group he played in when he
was younger may have hindered
him, there was no fear of playing
against sub-standard forwards
when he got to senior level. "l
think that's what you can
attribute most of it to (his
success). You're up ftraining
against the likes of Henry,
Colin Fennelly, Mick Fennelly,
TJ, Cha Fiz. Either they'll take you

By Mark Townsend  photos john Mellwaine & SPORTSFILE

to the cleaners or you can step up. You learn
so much from them, every day you go out,
you learn so much from them"

It may have been near impossible to get into
a forward line of that calibre, but even to get
a place in the defence wasn't easy. The likes
of Bob Aylward and Aidan Cummins, players
he was "in awe of" were blocking his path.
When the Shamrocks won the All-Ireland
Club final in 2010, he had a bit-part role,
coming on for the last 10 minutes of the final.
The year after he still stuggled to get on to
the team. But 2012 was a watershed for him
at club level, he could feel himself growing
as a player. "It was one of those years when
everything | did seemed to come off,
whoever | was marking or whatever.
Everything went right for me that year"

From establishing himself as a club regular,
inter county recognition came a couple of
years later. Many new panel members for
Kilkenny begin their inter county career
numbered in the high
twenties, and slowly work
their way down. But from
his first season in the
squad, he became a
regular, except,
unfortunately, for the
final replay. "It was a bit
of an up and down year

for me. You were :
happy to be t
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around
the place,
but  then
you're not
happy when
you're not starting.

| knew the
4 performance in the
first game (All-
 Ireland final)
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wasn't of the required level. It would have
been a lot better for me if | had been
playing(in the replay), but the important thing
is that the team win. But the experience in
big games, it's something | learned from
massively"

Moving onto this year was another matter.
Previously, his predecessor at club level,
Eamonn Walsh, had tragically been struck
down with a heart condition and could
% NO longer play. But out of the darkness
. of that decision came the light for
8 another man. Full back is not an
easy position, knowing a mistake at
any moment could prove fatal. But
after winning the All-Ireland club

s 7 championship in March, a victory he

#’ regards as his favourite so far, he
b/ began on that next challenge.

Not only did he have to nail down a new
position he also had the added 4
responsibility of being captain. 4

But it didn't seem to enter his
thinking. "Making the
team is the main thing
me, | didn't feel any

for
extra

pressure" So no extra burden
to speak before games?
"Not at all, There's lads that
tend to speak and lads that stay

quiet, I'd be one
ones. |

of the quieter
prepared a small

bit (the post All-Ireland
speech) after the semi final,
and then | put it away and

concentrated on the
hurling. The way | see it,
you can be a leader in the
dressing room, or you can
be a leader out on the field" |
| suppose when you have
Jackie Tyrrell giving
¥ Churchillian-esque
speeches, someone has to
take a back seat!




Now in the off season, he can reflect on a
fine year's achievements, and though the
semi-final defeat in the club championship to
O'Loughlin Gaels was a big disappointment,
he is enjoying his time off. A rugby fan, along
with his fellow county mates TJ Reid, Walter
Walsh and Colin Fennelly, he was kitted out
in the New Zealand rugby kit for their most
recent Rugby World Cup victory. So is he
considering a career change? "No" he
laughs "l like all sports but I'd prefer
something with a stick | think. I'm happy as |
am"

Joey Holden, All-Ireland winning captain, All
Ireland club champion, All-star, All
Black...and Amber.

Joey Holden outjumps his opponent
in the All Ireland Final
(John Mcllwaine)
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Glory for the ‘Bridge

All lreland SH Club Final 2015 Report By Michael O'leary

BENNETTSBRIDGE - ALL IRELAND JH CLUB CHAMPIONS 2015

(Willie Dempsey)

Back: Tommy Lennon, Enda Morrissey, William Murphy, Patrick O'Neill, Damien 0'Donavan, Aidan Byrne, Tom Kiley, Dylan Walsh, Bill O'Neill, Shane Nolan, Luke Dowling,
Brian Lannon, Enda Cleere, Sean Wemyss, Kevin Brennan, Ronan 0 Connor, Ben Tynan, James Moran, Eddie Fitzgerald, Aidan Cleere, Cormac Wafer.
Front Tim Drea, Robert Lennon, Maurice Walsh, Brian O'Neill, Edward Murphy, Shane Byrne, Kevin Blanchfield, Darragh Wafer, Hugh O' Neill, Joe Murphy, Nicky Cleere,
Liam Blanchfield, Micheal Power, Michéal Shiel, Paul O'Neill, Jason Cleere, Sean Morrissey.

Bennetsbridge achieved a lot during their golden
period from 1952-1971 when they won 11
County Senior titles from 1952-1971 and the
club was backboned by a whole host of
established names who achieved a magnitude
of success with the Kilkenny Seniors.
Legendary figures in Kilkenny hurling like 9-
times All-Ireland senior medallist Noel Skehan,
Jim Treacy, Paddy Moran, Johnny McGovern,
John Kinsella, Seamus and Larry Cleere and
others were central to Bennettsbridge’s success
during that 20 year period.

However, their last Senior Championship
success came in 1971, the same year that the
All-Ireland Club Championships began.

If the Club Championships had of been
introduced during the Bridge’s golden period,
unquestionably with the calibre that they
possessed, All-Ireland success would definitely
have come their way.

However, All-Ireland glory came their way last
February in Croke Park when they easily
dismantled the challenge of Fullen Gaels in the
All-Ireland Junior Club Final.

Bennetsbridge’s graph had been steadily rising
for a few years.

In 2011, they defeated neighbours Thomastown
after a replay following two pulsating games in
the County Minor decider, in which a number of
that successful team were part of their route to
glory over the past 12 months including last
years Minors Liam Blanchfield, Jason Cleere
and Sean Morrissey.

Thomastown easily brushed aside the Bridge
challenge in the 2012 Junior decider when a
hat-trick of goals from JJ Farrell crucified their
prospects.

More heartbreak was endured in 2013 when an
injury-time point from Rory Hickey gave
Lisdowney their first Junior title since 1960.
However, in 2014, they erased all previous
heartache, but not without a scare against
Galmoy in the County Junior Semi-Final.
Galmoy led 1-10 to 0-8 at half-time, and they
stretched the advantage to 7 points entering the

Bennettsbridge Captain, Robert Lennon, lifts the Junior
Hurling All-Ireland cup after their victory over Fullen
Gaels in Croke Park. (Photo: Eoin Hennessy)
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final quarter.

However, Bennettsbridge turned on the gas
during that closing quarter scoring 2-7 without
reply to win 2-19 to 1-16.

A County Final beckoned against Mooncoin,
and the Bridge encountered no such difficulties
winning 1-17 to 1-7 with a Liam Blanchfield goal
in first-half injury-time sending the Bridge on
their way.

Great celebrations followed all round in
Bennettsbridge before they turned their
attention to the Leinster Junior Championship.
There was only a 7 day turn around after the
County Final victory, but the Bridge easily
accounted for the Meath Intermediate
Championships in their opening game in
Leinster before travelling to Wexford a week
later to Crossabeg in the Leinster Semi-Final.
Nicky Cleere accounted for 1-6 of their 1-19 total
as they strolled to another comprehensive
victory.

A Leinster Final showdown was up next against
the Offaly Intermediate Champions Shamrocks,
and with Lisdowney having suffered a shock
defeat against fellow Offaly outfit Ballinamere 12
months previously, Bennettsbridge were well
warned of the pitfalls of danger.

In truth though, they never had a moments
anxiety as they cruised to a facile victory
becoming the 11th Kilkenny Club to win the
Leinster Junior Championship in the process.
Their focus was intent from the word go, and the
Bridge quickly asserted themselves opening up
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Man of match (Croke Park) Nicky Cleere. Three Winning brothers: Brian O'Neill, Patrick O'Neill, Hugh O' Neill.
(Willie Dempsey) (Willie Dempsey)

a 0-7 to 0-1 lead after 20 minutes.
A Brian Lannon goal confirmed their superior dominance 4
as they led 1-10 to 0-1 at the interval.

The Bridge didn’t let up during the second-half outscoring
Offaly opponents 0-10 to 0-2 to record a 20 point victory.
3.

Following the Christmas break, attention switched to
the All-Ireland series and a Semi-Final match against
Annaghdown of Galway in Nenagh
Bennettsbridge struggled during the opening-
half and they trailed 0-7 to 0-4 at the interval, j
but they put matters right afterwards.
The Bridge completely overpowered and
outplayed the Western men in the second-half as
they outscored them 2-15 to 0-2.

Having drawn level early in the second-half, the All-

. red.
£ ) Bennettsbridge didn’t score as freely during the second-half, but their
\, goalscoring exploits in the first-half had long set the tone for victory.
) Bennettsbridge outscored Fullen Gaels 0-8 to 1-2 during the
. second-half to run out 3-19 to 1-8 winners to get the All-Ireland
celebrations firmly underway.
In the process, they became the 6th Kilkenny Club to win
the Junior Club All-Ireland Championship, following in the
— footsteps of Galmoy (2005), Danesfort (2007),
“" Conahy Shamrocks (2008), St. Patricks
Ballyragget (2012), and Thomastown (2013).
It’s a very young Bennettsbridge Team and they have
the potential to progress even further.
w Nine of the starting 15 from their All-Ireland Final
\ victory played in the Minor Final victory of 2011, and
that winning mentality in which the young players in
1 particular have gotten used will only stand to them
in their progression going forward.
For Jason Cleere, Liam Blanchfield and Sean
Morrissey, they have had the perfect past 18 month
as they have won 2 All-Ireland Colleges titles with
Kierans to Minor All-Irelands with Kilkenny as well as
achieving Club success, the trio will certainly have a key
role to play in future as they attempt to progress further.
BENNETTSBRIDGE TEAM AND SCORERS ALL-
IRELAND FINAL:
Enda Cleere, Sean Wemyss, Robert
Lennon(Captain), James Moran, Jason Cleere, Enda
Morrissey, Aidan Cleere(0-1), Daragh Wafer, Kevin
Blanchfield(0-1), Cormac  Wafer(0-2), Sean
! Morrissey(0-3), Nicky Cleere(0-9), Hugh O’Neill(1-1),
| Brian Lannon(1-0), Liam Blanchfield(1-1), Subs
Used: Paul O’Neill, Patrick O’Neill, William Murphy,
Eddie Fitzgerald, Michael Shiel(0-1)

their
1-20 to O-

y

Robert Lennon in action in the Final
(Willie Dempsey)

Ireland Junior Champions completely took control and

their task was made so much easier when Annaghdown

had a player dismissed in the 46th minute. =

It was plain sailing for Bennettsbridge during the closing s

quarter when Liam Blanchifled blasted a goal in the 48th —
minute, before Cormac Wafer confirmed their overall " } )
superior second-half dominance with a second goal late

on as they marched on towards Croke Park. \ \‘ I
Brian Lannon and Sean Morrissey both scored 0-4 each

during their semi-final victory. '
Fullen Gaels from Lancashire would provide the opposition for
Bennetsbridge in Croke Park on Sunday February 15th.

The Lancashire club easily defeated Castleblayney of Monaghan

2-18 to 1-7 in the other semi-final.

Having run Thomastown to 3 points in the 2013 All-Ireland

Junior Final, Bennettsbridge were aware of what Fullen I“‘i

Gaels were capable of. /

However, they had no such problems as they strolled to

victory having taken control from the outset. L

They led 3-11 to 0-6 at the interval as the full- \ R forward
line of Brian Lannon, Hugh O’Neill and Liam !
Blanchfield bagged a goal each.

Having possessed such a commanding 14-point

advantage at the interval, Bennettsbridge were home and hosed.

Fullen Gaels tried hard during the second-half, but any hopes of a
comeback were ruined when their Full-Forward was sent-off for a straight
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The first time you see Padraig Walsh on a
hurling field you can't help
but be reminded of
someone else. " Is
that ....?" you think; §
perhaps a certain
other Tullaroan hurler
that starred in

Black and amber for
many years.
Well, the name's
similar, the face,
the number, that bit
of dash. And yet,
it's different.

How does it feel to
follow in the footsteps
of  probably the
greatest right half
back that hurling has
known? It's a bit of
pressure right? How
does it feel when said
hurler comes not just
from your own county, or
club, but family? You ¥
could probably add a bit i
more pressure on top of
that couldn't you? Well,
maybe. Or maybe
pressure is just for tyres.

If there is any weight on
Padraig's shoulders then he
certainly doesn't appear to be
showing it. In fact if anything strikes
you from speaking to him, it's the
unbridled joy that he gets from playing
hurling for his county. He was born into
this, he was bred for it, now the dreams he
had are being lived out.

The first time his noted sibling played in an
All-Ireland final in Croke Park, he was still
in Primary School, and the experience
"drove me on" to try and reach that level.
Not that he needed that much
encouragement. Given his grandfather
was Paddy Grace, his sister a star
Camogie player and Tommy played a bit,
it would have been a bigger surprise if he
had shown no inclination towards the
game. He had all the inspiration he needed
around him.

After winning a minor All-Ireland final in
2010, his first year on the senior panel was
in 2013, and while that was a rare fallow
summer for the team, all those hours spent
practicing in the big garden of the family
home paid off in bringing him to his first All-
Ireland final against Tipperary on

\ Pod &
W\ ERY
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September 7th, 2014. Or it would have
done, except he wasn't selected to start.
Like his brother, who won All-Irelands in
both backs and forwards, his versatility has
been a strength to the panel, but perhaps

%\ it could also have been a weakness when

the final cut was being made for that

§l game. Was it a disappointment not to

start? "At the time | was very disappointed
yeah, but you have to get over that
% Vvery quickly, because you could be
k. coming on, so you have to be
tunedin.”

Anytime there has been a
replay during Brian Cody's
tenure, there has always been
¢ a desire to freshen things up for
the second game. He cites
Walter Walsh's
introduction in 2012

as a case in
point. If the

" o draw was a blessing
/ —. in disguise for anyone,
then it was for

Padraig. After the

whistle blew at the

\ end of the first game,
he had three weeks
to get himself right.
And he certainly
did " was
just excited to get
the extra three
weeks training.
When you get to
an All-Ireland
final it's great, but
the sad thing is
that it's the end of
the year, because
all | wanted to do
s was stay hurling"

He ..:,_r,-f.. lined out at right
half back - be in the replay and
gave o W Probably one of
his best performances

for Kilkenny (thus far), in
helping the team to victory. If

winning any All-Ireland is special then the
first is particularly sweet, but even during
the elation of victory, there's still time to
think of what lies ahead in future. "The 20
minutes after winning it are just
unbelievable, all the hard work you've put
in is worth it, all you'd want to do is do it
again the following year"

While September 27th 2014 was a high
point of his career then November 1st
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By Mark Townsend

Photos Eoin Hennessy

2014 was most definitely a low. The last
time Tullaroan won a Senior Hurling
Championship in 1994, his father was
playing full back, his brother was acting as
a mascot, and Padraig was barely out of
his cot. Now, 20 years on, a proud tradition
had ended as defeat in the Relegation final
against Fenians ended the club's 20 year
tenure in the senior championship. Did

said defeat detract anything from his

enjoyment of the year?

"It  was fierce disappointing
yeah, we knew  we were good enough
to stay up, but we didn't go well during the
year and Johnstown were ten times better
than us on the day. We're back down
intermediate now and it's going to be
difficult to get back up, but the girls won
this year (the Tullaroan Camogie team
were this years Kilkenny and Leinster
intermediate champions), they're the stars
around the place now, so hopefully that will
drive us on next year"

Returning to training in January of this year
brought a fresh challenge. Retaining an
All-lIreland any year is always a motivation,
but there was added incentive in the form
of the flock of retirements that had befallen
the panel at the end of last year. While not
in any way wanting to diminish the
achievements of last years retirees, there
seemed to be an unspoken command for
the remaining members of the dressing
room that this was a further chance to
prove themselves. Or as Padraig puts it
"We knew we had a panel good enough to
win an All-Ireland. The lads were great
leaders and they were a massive help but
it's like people were telling us we weren't
good enough to win without them. We
were determined to show we were "

Any hints of Kilkenny's death were grossly
exaggerated, and even though two All-
Irelands would seem unthinkable for most
players, inside the panel, numbers don't



play a factor. Certainly there's no
suggestion of fading hunger. "When you
get an All-lreland, it's hard to see how your
hunger would go, because all you'd want
to do is experience that feeling again”

If Giovanni Trappattoni could describe
Padraig Walsh, the word "enthusiasmus"
would be written all over it. To speak to
him, you would never get the impression
that there were any negatives attached to
playing inter county hurling. Given his
success so far, that's probably fully
understandable. So, more than just
Tommy's brother? Who knows, perhaps
one day they'll start calling
Tommy"Padraig's brother". Well, Tommy
has 9. So 2 down, just another 7 to go!

Padraig Walsh (Kilkenny) under
pressure from Kevin Foley (Wexford)
during the Senior Hurling Leinster
Semi Final in Nowlan Park.
(Photo: Eoin Hennessy)

Matt Doran
(Fianna Fail Councillor)

Wishing all of my Friends, Constituents
and Supporters

a Happy, Healthy and Peaceful 2016.
Thank you all for you all for your support.
Congratulations to all our Kilkenny hurlers on
their successes, and here's to an even better
2016.

For
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“THAT WOULD NEVER HAPPEN IN
KERRY!”

Dara O Cinnéide, Kerry & TG4

26 September 2004, The Kerry team led by Dara O Cinneide during the pre-match parade. Bank of Ireland All-Ireland Senior Football Championship
Final, Kerry v Mayo, Croke Park, Dublin. Picture credit; Ray McManus / SPORTSFILE

It was a few days before Christmas in Kilkenny twenty
years ago that | first met Fan Larkin. He landed into the
pub in which a group of us students in the University
of Limerick were whiling away a few hours after college
exams. Fan’s son, Philly was in the company as were
a few of Philly’s James Stephens teammates who were
fellow students and friends of ours in UL.

There was an U21 football final the following day and
Fan wanted as many fit and eligible twenty year olds
as he could muster available to tog out for “The Village’.

With a light snow falling in Castlecomer the following
morning James Stephen’s and Erins Own battled it out
as current Kerry selector, Diarmuid Murphy, and myself
watched curiously from the embankment.

It was a tight enough affair and towards the end Fan
Larkin was exhorting his troops to give one last big
push to get the team over the line.

At this stage, James Stephens’ powerful full forward (who, due to
compassion and discretion, shall remain nameless) was presented with
a glorious chance of a goal after breaking two fairly reckless tackles on
the way in. Just as he was about to pull the trigger, he got another tidy
clip into the side of the ear.

Now, | know things like that can be fairly annoying on a cold morning with
snow falling in Castlecomer but to a committed full forward, it would be a
mere inconvenience as he went on to nail the opportunity of a lifetime and
bring glory to the Village.

Not so our man though.

All thoughts of the match-winning score went out the window, the ball was
cast aside and the number 14 went about exacting retribution for the few

Fan
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clips he had gotten on the way in.

Fan Larkin, turned to the two footballers in the crowd
and in exasperation said “that would never happen in
Kerry!”

While recognising the truth in Larkin’s statement, it
must also be acknowledged that both Kilkenny and
Kerry share many of the same characteristics when
it comes to their pursuit of glory. It just so happens
that their preferred sports are poles apart- and always
were.

Kerry folk love their football and would find it hard to
imagine life without it.

But it must be remembered too that Kerry (or rather
its foremost club at the time, Ballyduff) won the

county’s first ever national title under GAA rules, the All
Ireland Hurling Final of 1891. What should have been the springboard to
launch a great tradition of hurling in the county, became a millstone around
their neck and, mainly due to financial considerations, the great Ballyduff
team failed to show up for the county final of 1892 and only eight of that
team ever again played senior championship hurling in Kerry.

The reasons why hurling failed to develop to the same extent over the
next two decades in Kerry are complex. The fact that hurling remained
largely a rural pursuit offers some clues as to its lack of growth at this time.
The game as a truly popular pursuit remained confined to a very small
geographical area and this created its own challenges and tensions.
Indeed, to this day, the rivalry in Kerry hurling would probably be more
intense than that in football and despite attempts at developing the game
in large urban centres, it remains most popular in that rural prairie district
between Ballyheigue in the west, Lixnaw in the east, Ballyduff in the north
and Ardfert in the southern part of the North Kerry Board district. In all of
these areas, and everywhere in between, hurling is king.



Are You Listening?

RADIO ,

HH.T-.;&

CUMMﬁHITY RADIO
<EN™Y CITY 38.7

= l

THE BEST SPORTS COVERAGE FROM YOUR ALL STAR SPORTS TEAM.
Back: Nickey Brennan (Co-Host), Murty Kennedy (GAA), Ciaran Muldowney (GAA),
Jim Cashin (Soccer), Richie Power (GAA), Joe Hennessy (GAA).
Front: Barrie Henriques (Commentator), Pat Treacy (Presenter), Ber Scott (Horse Racing).
Missing from picture above: Seamus Brophy (Greyhound Racing), Paraic Treacy (Rugby)
Willie McTiernan (Athletics), Robert Cummins (Tennis), lvan Morrissey (Tennis).

www.communityradiokilkennycity.ie

Wishing all ou erry Christmas
& Prosperous New Year

Thank You for All Your Support in 2015
Looking Forward to Your Continued Support in 2016



In Kilkenny it was football, not hurling, that
was the dominant game in the early days of
the GAA. The contrast between the two
games was clearly evident in 1887 when the
very first club championships attracted just
four hurling clubs, while nineteen entered its
football equivalent. The championship
winners, Kilmacow - a team of ‘brawny
countrymen’ — went on to win the inaugural
Leinster football championship. Indeed,
Kilkenny clubs won three Leinster football
titles in the three decades directly after the
foundation of the GAA.

Kilkenny people today appear to have the
same passion for hurling as Kerry have for
the big ball but to this observer, Kilkenny
doesn’t seem to have the football equivalent
of the North Kerry Amish community, with
dedicated groups of coaches trying to
promote the minority game in isolated
pockets to their children.

Kerry captain Dara O'Cinneide lifts the Sam Maguire Cup after

Many football people complain that the Cats the 2004 All-Ireland SF Final.
attitude to the big-ball game is disdainful, that their apathy towards football
is a rejection of the game. And perhaps that it is true. But that complaint
probably reflects the belief commonly held in Gaelic football culture, that
football is a better game because it is more popular. Given the direction
that Gaelic football has taken in recent years, that argument has been laid
bare and exposed for what it is.

It is a bit rich too, for so-called football counties to single out Kilkenny
footballers for not being able to match the standards reached by other
county sides in Ireland when very few of those counties could ever hope
to get near the bar set by the Kilkenny hurlers.

We don’t expect the Tyrone hurlers to compete with their Kilkenny
counterparts, why should we expect Kilkenny footballers to compete with
any county in Leinster? An argument for another day, perhaps.

Anyway, Kilkenny is a hurling county and Kerry is a football county
because that’s what people in those counties want and that’s the tradition
they’ve created for themselves over one hundred and thirty plus years.
One cannot but admire those striving to promote minority games in these
counties but there’s no point pretending it will ever be anything other than
a losing battle.

Despite the apples and oranges nature of the big ball-small ball debate, it
is not hard to find common ground when surveying the GAA landscape in
both counties.

Both know full well what it means to be up there to be knocked down and
I'd like to think that both can handle being there when they get knocked
down. In spite of (or perhaps because of) all the titles that they’ve won
over the years, Kerry and Kilkenny people also seem to have a default
setting that tunes them in to the things that can go wrong when they get
to the top.

That is perhaps what has made them the market leaders when it comes
to retaining titles. Of the 34 titles Kilkenny have won, 13 have been
successfully defended. Kerry, too have successfully defended their 37
titles, a total of 13 times.

When Kerry were denied the five-in-a-row by Offaly in 1982, they came
back within two years to win three on the trot between 1984-1986.
Likewise when Kilkenny were beaten by Tipperary five years ago they got
so vexed that they won four of the next five and, as Richie Hogan
reminded us all after this year’s final, he and Eoin Larkin were the only
two starters from 2009 to start the 2015 final.

As much as hurling people outside Kilkenny yearn for a return to the so-

Photo: SPORTSFILE

39

Dara and Sam meet Seamus Delaney, Jim McGrath, Mick Dunne,
Dave Thomas & Paddy Noonan in Upper Patrick Street.
called Revolution Years, Kilkenny by dent of their excellence just keep

evolving and winning.

We know in Kerry that such success doesn’t come easy, nor would | be
one to ever take it for granted. The Revolution Years of 1994, 1995 and
1996 in hurling coincided with my first three years playing senior football
for Kerry. They were also the last three of the so-called Famine Years in
Kerry football. The experience of playing through that period and through
the frustration and bile that went with it, made everybody in the game
down here, vow to never return to those days.

It’s funny how Kerry and Kilkenny players can recall instantly and very
explicitly those games that were lost and the hurt that went with them. But
the victories and the joy that winning brings is a private and implicit matter
that is very quickly put in its place so that the entire process can begin
again.

There was a big debate all this year about players enjoying the game or
otherwise. A perception was created that players were somehow beholden
to training regimes, codes of conduct and overbearing discipline. Some
of the debate may well have had its basis in experience and in fact but |

didn’t hear one Kerry or Kilkenny voice being added to the chorus.

They were far too busy getting on with the business of preparing and
playing. The game itself and the next ball is all that matters in Nowlan
Park or in Fitzgerald Stadium. Whether it is in green and gold hoops or in
the black and amber stripes, the players all want to play their role in the
great drama- The Neverending Story.

In Kerry we had some of the greatest players ever to play football. From
Dick Fitzgerald to Paddy Kennedy to Mick O’ Connell, Mikey Sheehy,
Maurice Fitzgerald to Colm Cooper. Kilkenny, too, have had a long line
of greats from Dick ‘Droog’ Walsh, Sim Walton, Lory Meagher, Eddie
Keher, Ollie Walsh, DJ Carey to Henry and to the countless number of
giants that have graced Brian Cody’s teams since the turn of the
Millennium.

New heroes seem to emerge all the time because they love and respect
the game first and foremost.

Passion sustaining the tradition and vice-versa.

Fan Larkin would know a fair bit about that too!



FOOTBALLERS CONQUER THE UK!

Caelic Football Report By Michael O’leary
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KILKENNY - BRITISH JF CHAMPIONS 2015

Back: Micheal Bolger, James Culleton, Joe Fennelly, Michael Molone, Noel Darcy, Cormac McDonald, Peter McBride, David Lyng, Rob oDwyer, Conor McDonald, Padraig Grace, Pat Drennan,

Foin Mulhearn, J.J. 0’Sullivan.

Front: Stephen Murphy, lan Kavanagh, Tomas Keogh, Philip Roche, Paddy McConigley, Paul Donnelly, David Herity, Dan McCormack, Stephen Duncan, Ger Purcell, Ollie Walsh, Brian Egan, Caleb Roche.

INTER-COUNTY REPORT

For the 3rd consecutive year, Kilkenny
competed in the British Junior Championship
and it was a case of third time as they
conquered the UK to land the spoils.

The campaign began on the June Bank
Holiday weekend when Paul Donnelly scored
a hat-trick of goals as they easily defeated
Gloucestershire 4-14 to 2-5 in Nowlan Park,
before enduring a much tougher examination
against Lanchashire.

Kilkenny emerged victorious 1-13 to 1-11 to
set-up a semi-final showdown with
Gloucestershire.

Christy Walsh’s charges cruised to a 1-16 to
0-1 success to set-up a British Junior Final
showdown with Scotland.

Scotland were attempting to complete a hat-
trick of consecutive British  Junior
Championship’s having won the previous two
years, and they accounted for Kilkenny 0-17
to 0-8 in the Semi-Final.

The final was played in Granton Road in
Edinburgh and buoyed on by a strong first-
half breeze; Kilkenny took advantage and
made a strong start.

Michael Bolger kicked three pointed frees to
settle early nerves, and a fisted goal by
Cormac McDonald in the 18th minute after
great build up play to open up a 5 point lead.
1-3 to 0-1.

However, the Scots replied, and three
consecutive points late in the first-half left just
two points between the sides at the interval

following a low scoring half. 1-3 to 0-4.

With Kilkenny have played into a strong-wind
for the second-half, the odds were stacked
against them.

However, a superb defensive display stifled
the threat of the Scotland attack, as they
restricted them to just four points after the
restart.

As the match entered the final quarter, it was
all square at 1-4 to 0-7, and with the Kilkenny
attack struggling to make an impact, it
appeared victory was running away from
them.

However, the introduction of substitutes
Michael Malone and Dan McCormack gave
Kilkenny a much needed lease of life, and
they gained a stranglehold around the middle
third.

Michael Bolger pointed a free to regain the
Kilkenny lead, before Paul Donnelly pointed
shortly afterwards to double the advantage,
before the critical score arrive to kill off the
Scotland challenge.

Team Captain Celeb Roche picked up
possession and created space through the
Scotland defence before setting up Michael
Malone who blasted home an unstoppable
shot for a truly wonder goal.

Fellow substitute Dan McCormack added
another point before a Scotland pointed free
concluded the scoring.

The celebrations began in earnest, before
attention turned to their All-Ireland Semi-Final
clash against Connacht Champions Mayo in
late July which was played in Tullamore.
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Despite a valiant effort, Mayo won 1-12 to 0-
8 and in truth, the Connacht men never
looked like losing.

Mayo led by 0-5 to 0-0 after just 15 minutes
before Kilkenny got on the scoreboard.
Kilkenny continued to trail by 5 points at the
interval 1-6 to 0-4

Christy Walsh’s charges improved in the
second-half, and only trailed by 4 points with
10 minutes left.

However, Mayo closed out the game with
three unanswered points to run out 7 point
winners.

Despite the obvious disappointment of losing,
Kilkenny did show signs of improvement and
take a step forward in their attempt to return
to the National League in the not too distant
future.

Christy Walsh and the rest of the
management team did an excellent job in
leaving no stone unturned to get the best out
of the squad.

The players themselves deserve immense
credit for their dedicated commitment, and
there were up to 50 involved at training
throughout the year.

The football board had a mammoth task in
organising flights and accommodation for
matches Cross-Channel, but Chairman Tom
Brennan, Vice-Chairman Tommy Duggan
and Secretary Tom O’Reilly smoothly
managed to negotiate that process, and they
had all the team gear transported by ferry
before the players arriving.

With the professional approach to training



this year that brought about improved results,
Kilkenny can go into 2016 hopeful that they
can close the gap further on the top Junior
counties and gain another step towards a
long awaited return to the National League.

KILKENNY SQUAD: JJ Sullivan (St.
Patricks  Ballyragget), Kevin  O’Brien
(O’Loughlin Gaels), Tomas Keogh (James
Stephens), Noel Darcy (Muckalee), Stephen
Duncan (Danesfort), Paddy McConngley
(Railyard), Philip Roche (Railyard), David
Lyng (Rower-Inistioge), Bob Aylward
(Ballyhale Shamrocks), Caleb Roche
(Railyard), David Herity (Kilmaganny), Brian
Egan  (Dicksboro), Michael Bolger
(Graignamanagh), Paul Donnelly (Railyard),
Joe Fennelly (Mullinavat), Stephen Murphy
(Erins Own), Peter McBride (Young Irelands),
Robert Shore (Muckalee), Ger Purcell
(Windgap), Cormac McDonald (Railyard),
Rob O’Dwyer (Young Irelands), James Nolan
(Clara), Conor McDonald (Railyard), Dan
McCormack (John Lockes), lan Kavanagh
(Graignamanagh),

Extended Panel: Alan Walsh (Mooncoin),
Eoin Mulhearn (O’Loughlin Gaels), James
Culleton  (Windgap), Paul  O’Flynn
(Dicksboro), Richard O’Hara (Thomastown),
Aidan Mackey (Windgap), Stephen Duggan
(Mullinavat), Stephen Ryan (Mullinavat),
Padraig Grace (Rower-Inistioge), Michael
Duggan (Mullinavat), James Mackey
(Windgap), John Cullinane (Thomastown),
David Garvey (Glenmore), JJ Grace
(Grangenolvin), Declan Grennan (Tullogher-
Rosbercon), Graham Lawlor (Railyard),
Fionn Lawlor (Muckalee), Ollie Walsh
(Muckalee), Patrick Kinsella (Mooncoin),
TEAM MANAGEMENT:

Manager: Christy Walsh, Selectors: Pat

RAILYARD - COUNTY SF CHAMPIONS 2015  (Photo Willie Dempsey)

Back: David O Neill, Ronan Walsh, Noel Roche, Eoin Doyle, Paul O Neill, Brian Cabhill, Fergal Brennan, Ger Campion, Michael Delaney, Paul Roche
Middle: Eoin Boran, John Mansfield, Brian McDonald, Noel Rafferty, Kevin Phillips (Capt), David Roche, Cormac McDonald, Paul Donnelly, Paul Kelly, Eddie Roche, Michael
Mooney (Trainer)
Front: Conor Delaney, Patrick Brennan, Caleb Roche, Paddy McGonagle, Sean Dowd, Philip Riche, Conor McDonald, Sean Geoghegan. Mascot: Harry Roche.

Mulrooney, Pat O’'Hanlon, Peter Dukelow,
Physio: Teresa McGinn.

RAILYARD DEFEND SENIOR HONOURS
AFTER REPLAY
Football Final again this year, with Railyard
defending Champions having come out on
top in the corresponding fixture last year to
land their first Senior title since 1999.
Railyard progressed to the final having
overcome James Stephens 1-14 to 3-5 in the
quarter-final before defeating Mooncoin 0-11
to 0-4 in the semi-final.
Muckalee qualified for the final having
defeated Conahy Shamrocks 3-8 to 1-6 in the
quarter-final before they easily defeated
Glenmore 3-11 to 0-6 in the semi-final.
The County Final itself was low scoring
encounter played on the first Saturday
evening in July with the matching ending all
square at Railyard 1-5 Muckalee 0-8.
A Celeb Roche shot from a long range free
was spilled by the Muckalee goalkeeper and
went over the goalline to give them a two
point lead in the 40th minute. 1-5 to 0-6.
However, Colin McGrath kicked two pointed
frees in the last 5 minutes to force a replay.
The replay was a thrilling encounter.
A Paul Donnelly goal just before half-time
gave the victors a 1-5 to 0-4 lead at the
interval.
This was followed by a Celeb Roche goal
early in the second-half put Railyard in a
commanding position.
However, Muckalee dug deep and a Colin
McGrath goal from a penalty in the 47th
minute left just the minimum between the
teams.
Buoyed on by that goal, Muckalee kicked two
points in quick succession to snatch the lead,
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but Railyard displayed character in
abundance to respond to the setback, and
three unanswered points in the closing 10
minutes restored the lead to which they
would hang onto and defend their crown.

At time of writing the football league final
between Railyard and Mooncoin is still to be

played
RAILYARD: John Mansfield, Eoin Boran,
Eddie Roche, David Roche, Conor

McDonald, Paddy McGonagle, Paul Kelly,
Cormac McDonald, Kevin Philips (captain),
Noel Rafferty, Paul Donnelly, Philip Roche,
Ronan Walsh, Celeb Roche, Sean Dowd,
Eoghan Doyle, Paul Roche, Pa Brennan,
David O’Neill, Noel Roche, Fergal Brennan,
Ger Campion, Michael Delaney, Paul O’Neill,
Brian Cahill, Brian McDonald, Sean
Geoghegan, Conor Delaney, Gearoid O’Neill,
Kevin Delaney, Kieran Whelan, Darren
Purcell

MANAGER: Michael Mooney, Selectors:
Michael Dowd, Jimmy Roche,

MUCKALEE: Stephen Murphy, Aidan
Murphy, Ollie Walsh, Noel Darcy, James
Maher, Paddy Nolan, Mick Morrissey, Paul
Maher, Brian Byrne, Tom Morrissey, John
Maher, Shane Coonan, Colin
McGrath(captain), Eoin McGrath, Robert
Shore,

MANAGER: Tom Cullen, Martin Dowd, Larry
Maher.

DANESFORT WIN INTERMEDIATE TITLE
The Intermediate Final the last weekend in
April was contested between Danesfort and
Dicksboro.

The two Quarter-Finals game in the
competition saw Dicksboro defeat Piltown 2-
11 to 3-3, while Danesfort defeated
Rower-Inistioge 2-11 to 4-4.
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MUCKALEE - COUNTY SF FINALISTS 2015  (Photo Willie Dempsey)

Back: Shane Dowling, Brandon Sheehan, Noel Darcy, Tom Morrissey Aidan Egan, Luke Maher, Shane Coonan, Eugene Maher.
Middle: Eoin McGrath, Jason Shore, John Maher, Bryan Byrne, Damien Egan, Michael Morrissey, Fionn Lalor, John Coonan, Martin Dow/ing, Conor Kinsella.
Front: Robert Shore, Oliver Walsh, Stephen Murphy, Joseph Maher, Colin McGrath, James Maher, Aidan Murphy, Shane Egan, John Mulhall.

The Semi-Finals proved to be thrilling
encounters.

Danesfort edged Blacks and Whites by a
solitary point 1-9 to 1-8, while Dicksboro
overcame Erins Own 3-5 to 1-9.

The final saw Danesfort take control early on
and they led 0-6 to 0-1 at interval, before
stretching the lead out further to 0-8 to 0-1
early in the second-half.

However, a Daragh Holohan goal in the 45th
minute gave the Boro a much needed lease
of life and they narrowed the gap to a solitary
point.

Dicksboro tried all they could to get the all-
important equaliser, but the Danesfort
defence held firm as they grinded out a
deserved victory.

The Intermediate League Final played in
February saw Erins Own defeat Blacks and
Whites 2-5 to 2-3.

GRAIGNAMANAGH SECURE JUNIOR
CROWN

The competition began on the end of
Feburary with the quarter-finals, and John
Lockes defeated Tullogher-Rosbercon 2-14
to 0-6, Graignamanagh defeated Windgap 1-
10 to 0-5, Young Irelands overcame
Kilmacow 0-10 to 1-5, while Railyard easily
defeated Graigue-Ballycallan.
The semi-finals played St. Patricks weekend
saw Railyard defeat Young Irelands 2-11 to
1-8, while Graignamanagh were too strong
for John Lockes as they won out 3-9 to 0-3.
The final was contested between
Graignamanagh and Railyard and the Graig
men established a lead from the outset, and
they would never surrender.
Graignamanagh led 0-4 to 0-1 at half-time in
a very low scoring game.
They added another point early in the
second-half, but a Railyard goal left the game
in the melting pot.
However, Graignamanagh replied shortly
afterwards with the clinching goal that
secured victory to win 1-6 to 1-4.

Tom Brennan (Chairman) presents Railyard Captain Kevin Phillips with the SF Trophy.
(Willie Dempsey)

Action from the Kilkenny Mayo game. (Willie Dempsey)
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GRAIGNAMANAGH - COUNTY JF CHAMPIONS 2015 (Photo Willie Dempsey)
Back: Eddie Dowling, Alan Foley(Sel)Hughie Flood, Kevin Cushen, James Meaney, Ronan Dowling, Sean Cahill, Adam Kennedy, Sean Ryan Sean Dowling, Michael Bolger
Padraig Whelan, James Cahill Frank Manogue (Trainer)
Front: Ken Walsh, Thomas O'Donnell, Terry dreelan, Kevin Canning, James Doyle, Neal Jordan, lan Kavanagh(Capt), Seamus Kavanagh, Dane Flood, Cathal Roche,
Tommy Dowling (Mascot, )JGer Dowling (Selector).

DANESFORT - COUNTY IF CHAMPIONS 2015  (Photo Willie Dempsey)

Back: Liam Dowling, Rob O’Keefe, Jim Phelan, Tony Woodcock, Davy Forristal, Ronan Leahy, Thomas Rossiter, Ben O’Connor, Paddy Hickey, Cillian Treacy, Stephen Duncan,
Darren Booth, Paddy Hogan, Tommy Ryan, Cian Mulally, Michael O, Neill , Maurice Woodcock, Jack Bruton, James Tynan, Robbie Walsh, Jim Mc Grath, Dick Mahony, Ted
Walsh.

Front: Gavin O’Keefe, Cathal O’Neill, Michael Moylan, Oisin Daly, James Cunningham, Frank Minogue, Colm Phelan, Gary Tynan, Paul Murphy, Conor O’Neéill.
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““YOU DON'T KNOW WHAT YOU'VE
GOT TILL IT’S GONE...”

by Enda McEvoy (Irish Examiner]

; —
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Members of the Mullinavat Intermediate team visiting Fr. Tommy following their victory over Clara in 2001.

Irrespective of whether you enjoyed it or not, irrespective even of  pieces that would never have seen the light of day had Eddie Keher
whether you’ve read it or not, one thing about The Godfather of not — rightly - nagged me into the submission of undertaking The
Modern Hurling is irrefutable: it came out only just in time. Godfather of Modern Hurling. The kind of little bits and pieces that
in other GAA contexts have been lost forever.
The book was launched in late June 2012. In the course of the

next year and a half no fewer than eight people I'd interviewed dur- The story of the GAA isn’t only the story of players and games, in
ing the research process passed to their eternal reward. Among much the same way that history isn’t only the story of kings and
them were Paddy Buggy, Tom Walsh and Mickey Walsh from queens. The most purely enjoyable article | read about gaelic games
Kilkenny’s 1957 All Ireland-winning team, the first to be coached to  this past year was Daragh O Conchuir’s interview in the Irish Exam-
MacCarthy Cup glory by Fr Tommy Maher; Frankie s el T iner with Wicklow GAA stalwart and journalist
Walsh, an opponent of theirs that day and Waterford’s ! | Peter Keogh. (Google it. It'll repay your time and
victorious captain two years later; Pa Dillon; Paddy ¢ & | attention.) Peter has been attending county con-
Downey, the former gaelic games correspondent of
The Irish Times; and Kevin Heffernan. Yes, that Kevin -
Heffernan, who’d hurled for Dublin against Kilkenny in
the 1957 Leinster semi-final.

. vention in Wicklow since 1954. He’s been club
delegate, district board secretary, county chair-
man, PRO, the lot. Hale and hearty in his mid-
80s, he still covers matches for the Wicklow
People. He likes his gaelic football but he loves
Not all the material that emerged from the conversa- |! his hurling, and part of the reason he loves his
tions was directly relevant to Fr Maher, but all the in- -~ hurling is Kilkenny and the 1947 All Ireland final.
terviews found their way into the final product in some / Now read on...
shape or form. Paddy Buggy admitted that he could
never get the hang of handpassing the sliotar, a gambit =
pioneered by Fr Maher as a handy way of creating

In the mid-1940s the young Peter Keogh was
a gardener’s apprentice and general dogsbody

AN

space, and preferred to move back a couple of steps B . ! at home in Wicklow. He wasn’t choosy about his
or move to the side in order to make room for himself Peter Keogh job title because he was earning a few bob,
to swing. Tom Walsh was astonished to be advised by which in turn meant he could afford his first bi-

the coach — or, rather, ‘trainer’ as Fr Maher was known; ‘coach’ car-  cycle. “In that time,” he recalled in the interview, “you had to order
ried overtones of foreign codes and professionalism — to go home  them and wait. My name was down a couple of years but it finally
and work on his left against a gable end or the wall of a ball alley  arrived in the summer of 1947. My brother Jack got one at the same
(“there was never anyone to tell you anything, you just wentoutand  time.

hurled”). Kevin Heffernan, who in the course of a brief but intriguing

phone interview gave the distinct impression he was delighted to be “We had cousins in Dublin who we used to visit and then go to the
quizzed on a subject that wasn’t the Dublin football team of the  odd All Ireland football final. So when we got the bicycles, we said
1970s — recalled his joust with Walsh in that far-off provincial semi-  we’d book the All Ireland straight away. It was to show the new bi-
final. Little bits and pieces, all of them, but the kind of little bits and  cycles to the city cousins as much as anything. Everything was set
pieces that contribute to a bigger whole. The kind of little bits and  until somebody told us there was no All Ireland. We couldn’t believe
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nals ever. The young Keogh’s im-
pressions of it all?

“l could not believe what | was
looking at. | could see nothing at
the beginning until | stopped look-
ing for the ball and looked at the di-
rection lads were running in. And |
got into it. I'd never seen anything
like it in my life and | was a hurling
fanatic from that day until this. | still
believe that there is no game like
hurling.”

Nice one, eh? A very small slice
of GAA lore and nothing more, of
course, but one well worth record-
ing and one that would never have
seen newsprint had it not been for
the Irish Examiner interview. Mem-
ories have to be recorded for pos-
terity. Too late is not only too late
but lost forever.

An example. Paul Fitzpatrick, the
sports editor of the Anglo Celt
newspaper, wrote a book called
The Fairytale in New York a couple
of years ago. It's an account,
mostly from the Cavan angle, of the &=
1947 All Ireland football final in the
Polo Grounds, the one referred to in
passing by Peter Keogh. It is an amazing story and Fitzpatrick tells it with
energy and style. Thing is, Paul Fitzpatrick is 30 years old and this was a
book that should have been written ages ago, when the survivors of the
Polo Grounds were still knocking around Cavan with their memories to
impart.

Curse those scribes and wannabe — but never-were — scribes of
decades past who fell asleep on the job. (Not all of them, of course. Ray-
mond Smith deserves a monument.) Curse the not-Paul Fitzpatricks of
the 1970s who didn’t think of or didn’t bother to research and write The
Fairytale in New York there and then. Curse the other scribes of the same
era who never thought of tracking down the survivors of that most seminal
of All Ireland hurling finals, the three-parter of 1931, and preserving their
recollections for posterity.

| know I've banged on about this before. Still, once more with feeling.
The 1931 hurling decider was a turning point in the history and fortunes
of the GAA and the beginning of serious media coverage of gaelic games,
the moment hurling found its place in the national consciousness. It was
a three-act thriller with a cast of thousands that included the Prince of
Hurlers, plenty of stout Blackrock men, High Court judges and swooning
lady journalists.There was never anything like it before and there’s never
been anything like it since. Two draws, two replays, endless drama and
an aggregate attendance of 92,000 people who paid nearly £8,000 in gate
receipts, both unimaginable figures at the time. What a book that would
have been! And exactly who did break Lory Meagher’s ribs the second
day while we'’re at it..?

The fault is probably an institutional one. The GAA have been so busy
organising and running their games for so long that taking an active hand
in recording them was an afterthought. They weren’t proactive in that re-
gard, which is why numerous individuals have taken it upon themselves
to step into the breach over the years. Locally we’ve had Dermot Ka-
vanagh with his biography of Ollie Walsh, history of Kilkenny hurling finals
and story of the men in the striped number three jersey. Jim Walsh from
Slieverue penned a biography of James Nowlan, he of Nowlan Park fame.
And longtime city resident and O’Loughlins loyalist Jim Fogarty, a native
of Roscrea, has done the Association plenty of service with his history of
Tipperary county finals and, latterly, The Cross of Cashel, his opus on All
Ireland under-21 hurling finals since the establishment of the competition.

Point is, it shouldn’t have been left up to Jim et al to undertake such
ventures off their own bat. These are the GAA’s games, the GAA’s
records, the GAA's statistics. As such, it’s up to the GAA to take ownership
of them. For the record, Croke Park does house a library of gaelic games
books and the GAA does employ an archivist. One trusts that if and when
a Kilkenny GAA museum is eventually established it will include a well
stocked reading room.

Captains Lory Meagher and Eudie Coughlin before first game in 1931 All Ireland Final

At a local level there’s endless
scope for imagination. Has every
club in Kilkenny published their
own history? If not, why not? The
150th anniversary of the GAA will
be celebrated in 19 years’ time.
The moment to get cracking is
now, not in 2032. Just think of all
the great club men and women
who won’t be around then and
who will have taken their memo-
ries with them. By a not dissimilar
token, county titles should be
marked with a souvenir booklet. St
Patrick’s of Ballyragget did this
brilliantly a couple of years back to
commemorate their Kilkenny, Le-
inster and All Ireland junior tri-
umphs.

While I'm at it, a word of advice
for anyone undertaking a book in
the near or distant future. Do not
trust former players and their rec-
ollections, not when it comes to
the details of matches from the
long ago. They mean well but they
are frequently incorrect. It’s only
natural. Time rushes by. Memories

fade. Matches blur into each other.
Check, double-check and check
again, and while you’re at it find a knowledgeable fact-checker to proof
the manuscript and save you from errors entirely of your own making. |
have my own cautionary tale in this regard.

Someone | spoke to for The Godfather of Modern Hurling mentioned
how Fr Tommy Mabher, as a young curate in Crumlin in Dublin, cycled over
to Croke Park for the 1950 All Ireland final, arriving just at the end of the
minor match, “in which Dublin caused a sensation by beating Tipperary”.
Now | knew perfectly well when | was writing the book, and 1 still know,
that Kilkenny won the 1950 All Ireland minor title. | even know, and have
known for many years because he lived just down the road from the
McEvoys of the Hebron Road, that Paddy Johnston was the hero of the
hour. Yet somehow | suspended my critical faculties, took my interviewee
at their word, didn’t bother to double-check - and ended up with Dublin as
1950 minor champions. Bi curamach.

I'll stop now. But just before | do, what’s the next great Kilkenny hurling
story to be told? And who’s going to tell it

Monsignor Tommy Maher (1922 - March 2015)

As trainer and coach of the Kilkenny senior team for
over twenty years he guided the team to seven
All-Ireland titles, fourteen Leinster titles and three
National Hurling League titles. Fr Maher also
enjoyed much success at club level with Mullinavat
and at colleges' level with St. Kieran's College.
Beidh cuimhne go deo air. Solas Siorai do.
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CLAUS DUNNE R.I.P.

Claus Dunne from Mooncoin, who died in March of this year, was
one of the outstanding hurlers of the 1960’s and 70’s. Possessing
great speed, skill and a powerful shot, he had that ability to do
something out of the ordinary in a match that would excite
spectators and turn the game in his team’s favour. During his
career he won senior championship honours with his club and
won National League, Leinster, and All Ireland medals with
Kilkenny as well as Railway cup honours with Leinster.

Claus was born in the village of Mooncoin in September 1945. He
attended the local boys’ national school and it was there that he
first displayed the talent that had many predicting that he would
eventually become a star. At that time and for many years
afterwards, the Primary Schools Board had responsibility for the
under fourteen championship in the county, and so it was with the
Parish school team that he won back to back championships —
the second one as team captain. He was a member of the club’s
under sixteen for the following two years and played in the 1961
county final in that grade.

At seventeen he turned his attention to soccer and with rule
27,otherwise known as the ‘Ban’, in vogue at the time he was
denied the opportunity to play minor hurling. Unsurprisingly, he
also excelled in that sport and was subsequently chosen to play
on the Waterford League of Ireland team.

He returned to hurling a couple of years later and played his first
senior championship game for Mooncoin against Bennetsbridge
in the 1964 championship, and although this game ended in a
heart-breaking defeat courtesy of a last minute goal, such was his
display that day that he was immediately called into the County
panel.

The following year 1965 would prove to be a special one for him
with the Club and while still not twenty one years old he played a
leading role in all of the team’s victories in that championship
campaign in which they ended the club’s twenty nine year wait for
a twelfth senior county title. Adding further lustre to that success
was the fact that in the final they defeated the defending
champions Bennetsbridge who had knocked them out of the
championship the previous year and who were the dominant team
in the county at that time.

After the victory in the county final and, with the National League
commencing in October back then, he was chosen to play at right
half forward on the Kilkenny team that went on to win 1965/66
National League title, defeating Tipperary in the Final. In 1966
also he won the first of his three Leinster championship medals
as a member of the Kilkenny team that defeated Wexford in that
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year’s provincial final. The
same year he also played in
the first of four All Ireland
finals which unfortunately
ended in a disappointing
defeat by Cork.

In 1967 he was chosen to
play on the Leinster team
that defeated Munster in the |
Railway Cup final which was |,
played in Croke Park on
Saint Patrick’s Day and that "'L
victory would prove to be a
precursor  to  greater ]{
achievements later that year
as he subsequently lined out
on the Kilkenny team that
defeated Wexford in the
Leinster final before going
on to win his first All-Ireland medal as a member of the team that
defeated Tipperary in the All-lreland final. That victory is
remembered with special affection by all Kilkenny followers as it
ended a forty five year hoodoo against our nearest neighbours.
In 1969 he won a third Leinster medal and collected a second All
Ireland medal when he lined out in the half forward line on the
Kilkenny team that defeated Cork in that year’s All Ireland Final.
He made his last appearance for the county in the losing All
Ireland final against Limerick in 1973 a game in which he was the
team’s leading scorer.

Claus excelled at Gaelic football also and won a junior
championship medal with Mooncoin and a senior championship
medal with Saint Kieran's which was a joint Mooncoin/ Kilmacow
combination and he lined out with Kilkenny in both the National
Football league and Leinster Junior championship on humerous
occasions.

Despite his sporting achievements Claus never sought the
limelight for himself and remained the same quiet-spoken and
unassuming person that he always was throughout his life. His
love of hurling continued in the years after he retired from playing
and he regularly attended both club and county games up to the
time of his illness. The last game that he attended was the drawn
All Ireland Final of 2014 against Tipperary and although forced to
watch the replay at home on television he thoroughly enjoyed
Kilkenny’s victory.

His untimely passing after a relatively brief illness was a cause of
great sadness to all who
knew him and in particular to
Mooncoin and  Kilkenny
hurling followers. The huge
attendance at his removal
and funeral Mass, which
included many of his former
club and county playing
colleagues, reflected the level
of esteem in which he was
held by all.

We extend our deepest
sympathy to his wife Lilian,
his sons Liam and Paul, his
daughters Claire and
Laura, his sister Irene, his
grandchildren  and  the
extended Dunne family.

Ar Dheis Dé gurbh raibh a
anam dilis

Kilkenny - All Ireland SH Champions 1967 - Claus Dunne 3rd from left, back row.

47



ELL g

T 8531850 9 DEAN STREET, KILKENNY
grincellproperties.ie

Highest 5;

Opening hours: Mon-Fri 9am- 5pm, Sat- 9am-1pm, Sunday by appointment

Email: info@fgproperties.ie

Experience The Difference

We Are Battling..We are Selling &..We Are Winning

= ot B Congralfios To Toe KilennySemor Mo

5L THE FIELDS

KILKENNY'S NO1

LIVE MUSIC VENUE R

oSG (-
LATE BARSALLWEEKEND £ —~-.

————— \ e .r"r
PRIVATE FUNCTION BAR ¥
ALL PARTIES CATEREDFOR /5 [ | L
@ Great Food 7 Days from am - pm In Our Restaurant Qy

Call 056-770 2763 or email “hello@thefieldkilkenny.com” for bookings

48



A Very Fine Line...

Inter - County MH Report by Kieran Cuddihy

Kilkenny - Leinster MH Champions 2015

Back: Ryan Bergin, Joe Cuddihy, Bill Sheehan, Shane Murphy, Cathal McGrath, Conor Hennessy, Andrew Gaffney,
Ross Butler, Darragh Joyce, Ronan Coffey, Mark Drennan, Tommy Walsh, John Donnelly, Tadgh O’Dwyer.
Front: Liam Dunphy, Conor Doheny, Richie Leahy, Darren Mullan, Daniel O’Connor (Capt), Michael Cody, Joe Connolly,

“l guess the players learned the hard way
that there really is a very fine line between
winning and losing”. So says Kilkenny
minor hurling manager Pat Hoban looking
back on 2015. It might have been very
different. It so very nearly was.

The campaign to retain the Irish Press Cup
began on the 25th of April down in Wexford
Park. Cold and wet conditions were always
going to make their first outing a tight affair
and so it proved to be.

Playing into a strong wind in the first half
meant Kilkenny went into the dressing
room four points down. However, a goal
immediately after the restart for Wexford
put seven points between the sides.
Consistent free taking from Andrew
Gaffney kept Kilkenny in touch but they
were still four points in arrears entering the
final ten minutes.

Gaffney was proving himself to be the
decisive player when a goal with eight
minutes to go, followed by a difficult free
brought the game to extra time. Three
points from play in the extra period from
Daniel O’Connor was enough to ensure

James Bergin, Edmund Bergin, Niall Walsh

victory by the slimmest of margins.
Kilkenny 1-18 Wexford 1-17.

Victory over Wexford meant an almost two
month wait before Kilkenny next played.
This time the venue was Nowlan Park with

Kilkenny Minor Hurling captain, Daniel 0'Connor, with the
cup after the Leinster Final in Croke Park.
(Eoin Hennessy)
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Laois in opposition.

Goals on either side of half time from Andy
Gaffney and John Donnelly meant that
Kilkenny were rarely under pressure from
the O’Moore county.

Laois actually started off the brighter of the
two sides with points from Mark Kavanagh
and Aaron Dunphy. However 1-6 without
reply from Kilkenny effectively ended the
game as a contest.

Despite playing with a strong wind in the
second half, Laois never looked like fully
closing the gap and Donnelly’s 36th minute
goal put ten points between the sides.
The final score of 2-18 to 0-11 meant that
Kilkenny could look forward to a third
Leinster final in a row against Dublin.
That game took place two weeks later in
Croke Park. Nine points had been the
difference between the teams 12 months
previously. This year it would prove to be
a much tighter affair.

Matthew Oliver and Andy Gaffney traded
frees in the opening minutes before Joey
Cuddihy's piercing crossfield ball was
collected by Tadhg O'Dwyer, who
dispatched it to the Dublin net. However
when it looked like Kilkenny might begin to
pull clear, Dublin stayed in touch through



the free-taking of Na Fianna’s Matthew Oliver.

The Cats went in 1-7 to 0-8 in front at the interval.

Dublin experienced the dream start to the second half. After only
seconds, substitute Alex Considine pounced for a goal. A series
of points followed for the Boys in Blue meaning that they led 1-13
to 1-10 going into the final quarter.

Four late points for Kilkenny were to prove the winning of the
game. Richie Leahy, Daniel O’Connor, Conor Hennessy and
Edmund Delaney each taking turns to divide the uprights.

A scoreline of 1-17 to 1-15 enough to ensure a third Leinster minor
hurling crown in a row for Pat Hoban’s men.

Standing between them and an appearance in Croke Park on All
Ireland final day was Galway.

Twice, Kilkenny looked to have the Tribesmen beaten, but twice
Galway came back to score goals and level it.

Galway set up with a seventh defender sweeping in front of their
full-back line and for spells during the first half, Kilkenny looked
incapable of breaking them down.

However a flurry of points, three from Andy Gaffney frees meant
that Galway went in at half time only two points up.

Kilkenny then hit five in a row on the resumption of hostilities but
Galway were brought level in the 49th minutes when centre-
forward Monaghan drilled home a goal.

Points from Richie Leahy and Conor Hennessy looked to have
edged it for the defending All Ireland champions but a late Galway
point ensured the game would go to extra time.

Kilkenny could hardly have asked for a better start to the first
period. Six points in a row helped give them a four point cushion
at the break.

But Galway had another comeback in them and Cian Salmon got
a crucial flick on the ball to send it to the Kilkenny net. A 10th free
from Andy Gaffney meant the game ended Kilkenny 0-26 Galway
2-20.

The teams lined out against each other only seven days later in
what proved to be an equally remarkable encounter.

Two goals in the last five minutes would ultimately give Jeffrey
Lynskey's Galway side a thrilling two point victory.

Kilkenny were the better side for long periods of the game and
despite the fact that they never looked capable of killing off
Galway, they held a lead of four points going into the final minutes.
Substitute Jack Kenny was sprung from the Galway bench and
less than a minute after taking the field, he shot brilliantly to the
bottom corner of the net to leave just one in it.

Kilkenny pegged on another point, but an Evan Niland free and a
second Galway goal, this time scored by Cian Salmon, meant
despair for Pat Hoban and his wards.

Kilkenny had started slowly but recovered to lead by two points
at the break, recovering well from that slow start to largely
dominate the opening 30 minutes.

Gaffney pointed a '65' after half time to edge Kilkenny three clear
but a quick Galway response from lan O'Brien and Thomas
Monaghan cut the gap to the minimum.

The third quarter was dominated by Galway, but Kilkenny
however, clung on to their lead with two from Gaffney, one from
play. When Kilkenny edged the difference out to four points, it
looked like it might be too late for Galway.

Unfortunately, the introduction of Kenny and Salmon saw the All
Ireland title slip from Black and Amber hands.

“We had our chances but were probably guilty of not taking them
on both days” says Hoban.

“Which was an awful pity because this group of players had
shown such resilience and character to get this far. The first day
against Wexford we had to dig very deep to get the win. The
Leinster final too was a tough game. The final few minutes and
the points we scored showed tremendous resolve.”

“On both days against Galway, we put ourselves in a position to ’ .
win but just couldn’t get over the line.” o by e e e ¢ R e e (e
“And at this level, you simply have to take your chances when | . ; e FINC S A )

Andy Gaffney (Kilkenny) during the Minor Hurling All-Ireland Semi-Final
in Croke Park. (Photo: Foin Hennessy)

th me along.”
ey come along Richie Leahy (Kilkenny) gets away from Matthew Oliver (Dublin) during the Minor

Hurling Leinster Final in Croke Park. (Photo: Foin Hennessy)
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SLANEYMEN AGAIN!

Inter County U2 1H Report by Seamus Reade

For the third year in a row Kilkenny’s
involvement in the Bord Gais Energy under
21 hurling championship ended in a huge
disappointment at the hands of Wexford.
In hindsight, a somewhat fortunate win
over Dublin in the quarter-final followed up
by a very nervy win over neighbours
Carlow should have had supporters
travelling to Wexford more in hope rather
than confidence for the Leinster Final. But
the manner of the defeat to undoubtedly a
fine Wexford side was difficult to
understand.

The campaign started brightly enough in
early June in Parnell Park.

Bord Gais Energy Leinster Quarter-
Final Parnell Park June 2nd
Kilkenny 4-12 Dublin 2-16
Kilkenny defeated Dublin after midfielder
Mark Mansfield scored a dramatic late
winning goal at Parnell Park to secure
Kilkenny's Bord Gais Energy Leinster U21
HC semi-final place. The Cats hadn't led in
the entire game until Mansfield's 60th
minute point effort dropped short and
somehow evaded Dublin goalkeeper Sean
Brennan. It was tough on Dublin who had
led for the majority of the game and who
were six clear with 16 minutes to go. But
they couldn't hold on as Kilkenny rallied
with three goals in the final quarter to
ultimately set up a June 24 clash with

KILKENNY U21H TEAM 2015  (Willie Dempsey)
Back: David Burke (0'Loughlin/Gaels), Huw Lawler (0'Loughlin/Gaels), Ciaran Ryan (Rower/Inistioge), Sean Morrissey (Bennettsbridge)
Middle: Alan Murphy (Glenmore), Kevin Kenny (Dicksboro), Liam Blanchfield (Bennettsbridge), Diarmuid Cody (James Stephens), Brian Troy (Emeralds), Conor Delaney (Erin's Own),
Evan Cody (Dickshoro {Captain}, Kevin Blanchfiled (Bennettsbridge), James Maher (St. Lachtains), Conor Martin (Emeralds), Mark Mansfield (Mullinavat)
Front: Darren Brennan (St. Lachtains), Tom Phelan (Conahy Shamrocks), Jason Cleere (Bennettsbridge), Chris Bolger (Clara), Liam Hickey (St. Lachtains), Willie Brennan (Fenians),
Enda Morrissey (Bennettsbridge), Paddy Deegan (O'Loughlin/Gaels), Ciaran Wallace (Erin's Own)

Carlow. Kilkenny played second fiddle to
Dublin for long spells and shot 15
frustrating wides overall. Dublin raced from
the traps early on and were 1-3 to 0-1 up
after just 11 minutes. Sean Treacy, brother
of county senior star David, grabbed 1-1 of
that tally and helped himself to 1-3 in the
opening half. But a dozen wides hurt
Dublin who led by just 1-8 to 1-6 at the
break when it should have been more.
Kilkenny points from Mansfield and Conor
Martin after the restart tied it up for the first
time at 1-8 apiece. Dublin steadied
themselves and firstly moved three clear
again before doubling that gap with a 44th
minute Cian Boland goal. But within
seconds Kilkenny had cancelled the goal
out thanks to James Maher's goal. And
though Dublin led by one approaching full-
time, Mansfield's speculative effort would
break the hosts' hearts and secure
Kilkenny's passage.

Scorers for Dublin: Sean Treacy 1-3, Cian
Boland 1-3, Paul Winters 0-5 (2f), 0 0'Rorke
0-2, Fiontan McGibb 0-2, AJ Murphy 0-1 (1 sl).
Scorers for Kilkenny: Mark Mansfield 1-2,
Conor Martin 0-5 (4f), Chris Bolger 1-1, James
Maher 1-1, Ciaran Ryan 1-0, Liam Blanchfield
0-1, Willie Brennan 0-1, Liam Hickey 0-1 (1f).
DUBLIN: Sean Brennan; James Madden, Cian
0'Callaghan, Sean McClelland; Eoghan
0'Donnell, Shane Barrett, Cian MacGabhann;
Paul Winters, Jake Malone; Colm Cronin,
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Fiontan McGibh, Cian Boland; Oisin O'Rorke,
Sean Treacy, AJ Murphy. Subs: Robert Murphy
for MacGabhann (33), Eoin McLaughlin for
0'Donnell (36), Colm O'Neill for Murphy (43),
Fionn O Riann Brain for Treacy (53).
KILKENNY: Darren Brennan; Conor Delaney,
Ciaran Wallace, Evan Cody; Jason Cleere,
Diarmuid Cody, Paddy Deegan; Mark
Mansfield, Ciaran Ryan; James Maher, Willie
Brennan, Liam Blanchfield; Chris Bolger,
Conor Martin, Liam Hickey. Subs: Enda
Morrissey for Cleere (3-7, blood), Luke
Scanlon for Martin (43), Morrissey for D Cody
(45), Tom Phelan for Blanchfield (56).
Referee: Michael Murtagh (Westmeath).

Semi-Final Netwatch Cullen Park June
24th
Kilkenny 2-14 Carlow 1-12
Carlow produced a magnificent display
against the odds but, ultimately, the
concession of two-first half goals cost them
as Kilkenny sealed their place in the
decider. Early goals from Ciaran Ryan and
Liam Hickey propelled the Cats into a 2-9
to 0-8 interval advantage and, despite a
spirited effort which yielded second-half
majors from Peter Shaw and Jack
Kavanagh, Carlow couldn't quite get back
on terms. Bennettsbridge clubman Jason
Cleere raided forward to open the scoring
and Conor Martin’s free quickly doubled
the gap. Full forward Ryan had the ball in
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the back of the Carlow net in the fourth
minute and midfielder Paddy Deegan’s
point ensured the Black & Amber of a 1-3
to 0-2 advantage after eight minutes, with
Ted Joyce — with the first of his two first-
half scores - and Chris Nolan supplying
those early points for the Barrowsiders. A
Kevin McDonald free kept the underdogs
in touch but the Cats responded with a
point from Ryan before bagging their
second goal in the twelfth minute through
corner forward Hickey. Even though the
underdogs replied with another McDonald
score, they still trailed by those two goals
at the end of the opening quarter, 2-4 to 0-
4. Nolan reduced the arrears to five but the
visitors hit back immediately through
Mullinavat’s Mark Mansfield. Martin and
James Maher added further Cats points
while McDonald helped himself to another
brace to leave the two majors still
separating the teams with six minutes left
in the first half, 2-7 to 0-7. The Cats
notched two of the next three points
courtesy of Ryan and Martin to lead by
seven at the short whistle. Hickey pointed
to make it double scores straight after the
resumption but Carlow rallied with a goal
and a point from Peter Shaw to reduce the
arrears to just four points with three
minutes played in the second half, 2-10 to
1-9. A Martin free offered the favourites
some respite but the resilient hosts replied
from a Marty Kavanagh free to remain very
much in contention approaching the three-
quarters stage. Liam Blanchfield stretched
the gap out to five again but — with an
appreciative home crowd roaring them on
- the hosts replied through Nolan and
Kavanagh to trail by just a goal with ten
minutes left. Alas, a Martin free provided
the insurance point on 55 minutes and
Blanchfield made it a five-point match 60
seconds later. Carlow refused to give up
and a Jack Kavanagh goal in the second
minute of injury time gave them another

tantalising glimmer of hope but they ran
out of time and the Cats held on for the
narrowest of wins.

Kilkenny - D Brennan; C Delaney, C Wallace,
E Cody; J Cleere 0-1, E Morrissey, B Troy;
P Deegan 0-1, M Mansfield 0-1; J Maher 0-1,
W Brennan, C Martin 0-5; L Hickey 1-1, C Ryan
1-2, L Blanchfield 0-2.

Subs - K Blanchfield for Deegan, L Scanlon for
Mansfield, T Phelan for Scanlon, S Morrissey
for Ryan.

Carlow - J Barron; M Malone, G Coady,
S Whelan; J Murphy, D Wall, M Grady;
D Byrne, C Fenlon; M Kavanagh 0-2,
K McDonald 0-4, T Joyce 0-2; J Doyle, P Shaw
1-1, C Nolan 0-3.

Subs - J Kavanagh 1-0 for Fenlon, E 0'Hara for
Doyle, Doyle for McDonald.

Referee: Justin Heffernan

Final — Innovate Wexford Park
July 8th

WEXFORD 4-17 KILKENNY 1-9
A golden display from Man-of-the-Match
Conor McDonald, who landed a haul of 1-
10 (0-7 frees), led the hosts to a third Bord
Gais Energy Under-21 Leinster hurling title
in a row at the expense of old rivals
Kilkenny at Innovate Wexford Park.
Wexford's first-half performance was a feat
of brilliance. In spite of conceding 1-1
inside the first 30 seconds, they completed
a remarkable recovery to lead by ten
points just over 20 minutes later. The hosts
repaired their defensive blunders in a
stunning fashion.
Chris Bolger and Liam Hickey wriggled
their way through on a number of
occasions but Eoin Conroy, Padraig Foley
and Jack O'Connor were quick to fight
back and launch some splendid counter-
attacks.
Kilkenny opened with a classic onslaught.
Paddy Deegan broke from the throw-in,
jinked his way through to find Liam Hickey.

With the Wexford defence in disarray,
Hickey fired a low drive to Oliver O'Leary's
net after just 13 seconds. Midfielder Willie
Brennan added the visitors' first point
seconds later.

Although the Cats dominated from the off,
flooding Wexford players in pairs, the
home side soon got to grips with their
physicality and began to outwit them.

All of the visitors' hopes were dashed
within between the 17th and 24th minute
when Wexford delivered a sucker-punch to
their opponents in the form of a trio of
goals.

First Padraig Foley cast a perfect ball to
Naomh Eanna attacker McDonald who
fired a shot to the Clonard-end net, then
McDonald and Andrew Kenny combined
with flicks to set up James Cash for a goal
and county senior squad member Kenny
followed suit with a sweet goal.

Those three fatal strikes contributed to
Wexford's halftime lead of 3-8 to 1-4.
Cathal Dunbar made his mark on the
scoresheet as he raised a green-flag within
three minutes of the restart. At the other
end, Conor Martin and Sean Morrissey
tested Oliver O'Leary on the goal-line, but
the Buffers Alley clubman repelled their
shots.

Conor McDonald tagged on points to seize
the spoils for Wexford as JJ Doyle's men
exhibited a vibrant style of hurling. Captain
Eoin Conroy was euphoric as he accepted
the trophy, which marks a three-in-a-row of
provincial titles for the Model county, the
first since the three won from 1969 to
1971.

Scorers for Wexford: ¢ McDonald 1-10 (7f),
K Foley 0-3, C Dunbar 1-1, J Cash 1-0,
A Kenny 1-0 J 0'Connor 0-1, Shane Murphy
0-1, S Kenny 0-1

Scorers for Kilkenny: L Hickey 1-0, C Martin
0-3 (3f), L Blanchfield 0-2, W Brennan 0-1,
E Cody 0-1, S Morrissey 0-1, C Ryan 0-1

e

Kilkenny’s Conor Martin finds himself surrounded Wexford defenders in the Leinster Final

(Phato: Willie Dempsey)
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The Return of the Rice not enough to

A

prevent Tribal victory

Inter County IH Report by Noel Keane
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KILKENNY IH TEAM IN TULLAMORE 2015
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Back: Michael Moloney B&W, JP Treacy Young Irelands, Paul Holden Young Irelands, Brian Cahill Cloneen, Johnny Hayes Kilmacow, Rory Hickey Lisdowney, Ger Malone Mullinavat, Owen McGrath John
Lockes, Luke Harney Kilmacow, Michael Rice Carrickshock, Andy Kearns 0”Loughlins, Eoin Doyle Barrow Rangers, Richie O’Neiil Kilmacow, Paul Rocket Slieverue
Front: Michael Malone Mullinavat, Niall Doherty Galmoy, Liam Blanchfield Bennesbridge, Eoin Moriarity Emeralds, Sean Phelan Lisdowney, Paurick Gahan Mullinavat (Capt), Shane Donnelly st Lactains, Billy
Ryan Graigueballycallan, Kevin Blanchfield Bennesbridge, Kevin Nolan Clara.

On the 1st October 2014 at a Leinster
Council meeting in Portlacise it was
agreed to accommodate Galway's
Intermediate Team in the 2015 Leinster
Intermediate Hurling Championship. The
draw took place after the meeting, Galway
Intermediates were drawn to play Kilkenny
in the Leinster Semi-Final and the winners
of this game to play Wexford in the
Leinster Final. Kilkenny, after the
disappointment of the previous four years,
were gunning to win their fourth title.
However, with the introduction of Galway
into the Leinster championship, winning
the Leinster title would be become ever so
difficult.

Galway 3-22 Kilkenny 1-17

On 1st July 2015 Galway beat Kilkenny
3-22 to 1-17 at O'Connor Park to set up a
Leinster decider with Wexford. Two-time
All Star Michael Rice would make a return
to the Kilkenny colours. However, his
efforts would be in vain as the cats lost out
to a smart Galway outfit at O’Connor Park
in Tullamore. Rice had been out of action
for best part of two years with a career
shattering cruciate knee injury, but not
even the most ardent of Galway
supporters could deny his resilience in
getting back to full fitness. And he showed
a lot of his old skill in the No 11 shirt which

was reminiscent of the late 2000s and
early 2010s, but his side had no answer to
the power of the Galway team — who
featured a number of Anthony
Cunningham’s senior squad members — as
they booked a Leinster final date with
Wexford.

Points from Michael Rice, Johnny Hayes
and Rory Hickey, gave Kilkenny 0-3 to
0-2 lead after six minutes. Hayes was on
target again in the ninth minute to make it
double scores. Ger Malone tagged on the
fifth Kilkenny point but Galway responded
well and the sides were level after 13
minutes. Despite a point from Liam
Blanchfield, the westerners kicked on to
lead by 0-8 to 0-6 eighteen minutes in.
Defensive lapses cost Kilkenny dearly as
the Galway full-forward line helped
themselves to three goals in the first half.
Conor Whelan’s 19th-minute goal put
some daylight between the sides for the
first time; the Noresiders replied with a
second Rice point; but Shane Maloney (a
man who would become the deciding
factor in the All Ireland Semi Final v
Tipperary) added the second Galway
three-pointer almost immediately to leave
seven between them: 2-8 to 0-7, double
scores! Hayes, Hickey (‘65’) and Rice all
pointed as the Black & Amber rallied but all
the good work was undone when Whelan

55

got in for Galway’s third major three
minutes from the break, 3-10 to 0-10.
There was an exchange of points before
the short whistle, with Blanchfield hitting
his second for the losers. Half Time
Galway 3-11 Kilkenny 0-11

All the Cats could do by the midway stage
in the second half was pare the nine-point
deficit to eight: three points from Hickey
and one from Hayes made it 3-14 to 0-15.
Niall Doherty added another Kilkenny point
but Galway kept the scoreboard ticking
over too and the three goals still separated
the teams with 13 minutes to go. The
Tribesmen never looked troubled from
here to the end and Ger Malone’s 59th-
minute goal for Kilkenny only helped to
lessen the margin before the final
whistle. Sadly the event failed to inspire
the supporters of either side, with an
official and paltry attendance of 466 telling
its own story.

Full Time Galway 3-22 Kilkenny 1-17
Shane Moloney and Conor Whelan really
excelled in this game and they would play
a big part in Galway’s journey in getting to
the All-Ireland Senior final.

Scorers for Galway: Shane Moloney 1-10, Conor
Whelan 2-2, Brian Molloy 0-4, Eamon Brannigan
0-3, James Regan 0-1, K McHugo 0-1, E Burke

0-1.



Scorers for Kilkenny: Rory Hickey 0-5 (2f, 2 65) Johnny Hayes 0-4, Ger
Malone 1-1, Michael Rice 0-3, Liam Blanchfield 0-2 Niall Doherty 0-1,
Michael Maloney 0-1.

The Galway team was as follows: 1. James Skehill - Cappataggle, 2. Colm
Flynn - Tommy Larkins, 3. Darragh 0’Donoghue - Kilnadeema-Leitrim, 4.
Adrian Tuohy — Beagh, 5. Paul Flaherty - Abbeyknockmoy, 6. Darragh
Burke - St Thomas’, 7. Shane Cooney - St Thomas’, 8. Kevin Mc Hugo -
Tommy Larkins, 9. Dean Higgins - Castlegar, 10. Eamon Brannigan -
Rahoon-Newcastle, 11. James Regan - St Thomas’, 12. Eanna Burke - St
Thomas’, 13. Brian Molloy - Kilnadeema-Leitrim, 14. Conor Whelan -
Kinvara, 15. Shane Moloney - Tynagh-Abbey-Duniry.

The Kilkenny panel and management were as follows:

1 Kevin Nolan Clara, 2 Eoin Moriarty- Emeralds, 3 Pauric Gahan -
Mullinavat (capt), 4 Sean Phelan - Lisdowney, 5 Andy Kearns -
0 Loughlin’s, 6 Owen McGrath - John Lockes, 7 Luke Harney - Kilmacow,
8 Johnny Hayes -Kilmacow, 9 Kevin Blanchfield — Bennettsbridge,
10 Liam Blanchfield —Bennettsbridge, 11 Michael Rice — Carrickshock,
12 Billy Ryan - Graigue Ballycallan, 13 Ger Malone —Mullinavat, 14 Rory
Hickey - Lisdowney, 15 Shane Donnelly -St Lachtain’s, 16 Richie 0’Neill
- Kilmacow, 17 Ciaran Doyle - Barrow Rangers, 18 Niall Doherty —Galmoy,
19 Michael Malone — Mullinavat, 20 J P Treacy - Young Irelands, 21
Michael Moloney - Blacks &Whites, 22 Paul Rockett — Slieverue, 23 Paul
Holden - Young Irelands, 24 Brian Cahill -Cloneen.

Manager: Pat 0 Grady, Trainer: Sean Mangan, Selectors: Paschal Gonnolly,
Joe Walsh, Willie Blanchfield. Physio: Teresa McGinn

Sincere thanks to the team and the management for their efforts
during the 2015 season and with Pat O’Grady staying for another
year hopefully they can add to their 15 Leinster titles along with
the Michael Cusack Cup for a fourth time.

Results from the 2015 All Ireland IH Championship

Leinster Championship
Semi - Final 1st July 2015 - Galway (3-22) Kilkenny (1-17)
Final — 15th July 2015 - Galway (1-20) Wexford (0-11)

Munster Championship
Quarter - Final 24th May 2015 - Limerick (3-14) Clare (2-15)
Semi - Final 7th June 2015 - Cork (0-27) Waterford (1-16)
Semi - Final 21st June 2015 - Limerick (1-23) Tipperary (2-13)
Final — 8th July 2015 - Cork (0-20) Limerick (0-18)

All Ireland Intermediate Hurling Final
Final - 8th August 2015 - Galway (0-23) Cork (0-14)

All Ireland Intermediate Hurling Championship Roll of Honour
Cork (8) 1965, 1997, 2001, 2003, 2004, 2006, 2009, 2014
Tipperary (7) 1963, 1966, 1971, 1972, 2000, 2012, 2013
Wexford (4) 1961, 1964, 2005, 2007
Kilkenny (3) 1973, 2008, 2010
Galway (3) 1999, 2002, 2015
London (2) 1967, 1968
Clare (1) 2011
Limerick (1) 1998
Antrim (1) 1970
Kildare (1) 1969
Carlow (1) 1962

CONVENIENT PARKING JUST A PUCK
QOF A BALL FROM NOWLAN PARK

STARBUCKS
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1 Fifteen of these babies lined out against Galway in the All Ireland SH Final 2015
Put them in their positions as per the programme.
1 Two of them came on as substitutes - Name them and put them at 16 and 17.

1 Two didn't play - Name them.

Amswers to Barrie Henriques c/o Nowlan Park, Kilkenny by January 10th 2016.
First correct lineout wins a dinner for two in Langtons.
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WALSH - THIS IS YOUR LIFE!

llaroan GAA Celebration Night Saturday 2*”) I"'ehruary 2015, langtons Hotel
(Photos Foin Hennessy)




AL TOURNAMENT 201

wh A

The Development squads again had a successful year across all grades with in ex-
cess of 30 coaches involved in the coaching of the future players whilst the silver-
ware of last year was missing Kilkenny again showed significant promise for the
future

After the highs of 2014 the U-14's battled their way to the Tony Forristall Semi
Final where a Cork team on the rise proved fo be that bit stronger.

The U-14 B's also lost to their Cork counterparts at the semi final stage.

At U-15 level Kilkenny North regained the Michael Foley Trophy after defeating
Kilkenny South in the final 1-9 to 0-6.

The U-16's lost out to Cork in the Tipperary Supporters final after a highly en-
couraging run to the final whilst the U-16 B's lost out in the group stages.

: AR 2 . :
In Cork at the U-17 tournament Kilkenny won the shield final against Clare. KeviniFoley, sOm OfMicierey res%"lam Grant (Captain U15

Noerth) with the trophy afteftheir V|ct?orylin the Michael Foley
/ Memorial Blitz in Enniscorthy »

| ARy

A

KILKENNY U16 SQUAD -- ARRABAWN TOURNAMENT FINALISTS 2075
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Supermarket

For all your shopping needs

* Fresh Meat Department
® Hot & Cold Deli - Rolls & Sandwiches made to order
® Full Off-Licence
% Newsagent & Post Office
® Banklink Machine in store

Main Street, Mooncoin.
Tel 051 - 895101

Supporting Mooncoin & Kilkenny

A Great
Christmas
Read
from a Great
Team of

4

1/“ B)J\ In All Good

Newsagents
or get it direct
from Santy!

[CARROLLS|
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KILKENNY NORTH U15 SQUAD - WINNERS OF MICHAEL FOLEY TOURNAMENT IN ENNISCORTHY

* KILKENNY U17 SQUAD

e

| -
I- -
e
s

=

ff.... u =

"“-'
ili “l \l
’ _i | ..w'

T
I
|
B = |
& 3 i

- EUGENE CAREY HURLING T._o:URNAMENT" SHIELD WINNERS MALLOW 2015

A T LR S

63



Kilkenny GAA Supporiers Club

By Jim freeman, Secretary

Kilkenny Players, Eoin Murphy and Walter Walsh with winning Jockeys and Fashion Contestants at Kilkenny Supporters Club Race Day in Gowran Park.

(Willie Dempsey)

The Kilkenny GAA Supporters Club was founded in 1991with its main aim
to generate income in order to provide the Kilkenny County Board with
finance to assist the various Teams who represent the county from the
Tony Forrestal under 14 Panel right trough to our County Senior Team.
Since our foundation we have provided in excess of €2.5 million euro to
assist these various teams.

In addition to this we provide €10k to assist Schools Coaching and Hurley
Subsidies on a yearly bases.

We also give financial support to all Clubs and Schools who represent the
County in All Ireland Finals in their various grades .

We have also assisted the County Board in the various fundraising
projects which they undertake to assist the Senior Panel having reached
the All Ireland Final,such as The Corporate Night, The All Ireland Banquet,
The Hurlers Holiday Fund Draw, The Race Day at Gowran Park and The
Greyhound Race Night at James Park .

In order to generate the income required to finance these projects we
undertake the following projects on a yearly bases .

Individual Membership Cost €20 euro
Business Membership Cost €100 euro
Business Membership Plus Cost €200 euro

See Details on Kilkenny GAA Website _(kilkennygaa.ie )

Businesses who join this scheme receive 24/7 Advertising on the website
which has in access of 25,000 hits per month.

We ask all Kilkenny Supporters to as our slogan says:
“Before You Buy Give Those Who Support Hurling A Try”

We produce and sell a Calendar and Christmas Cards in the years in
which our Senior Panel reach the All Ireland Final.

We sell various items such as Jerseys, Tops, Mugs, Flags Etc. from our
Supporters Club Wagon.

Or accounts are audited and included in the County Board Accounts at
Convention .

We as a County have been enjoying unprecedented success over the
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last 17 years under our wonderful Team Manager Brian Cody and his
outstanding Panels of Players and | have no doubt that the income
generated by the Supporters Club, thanks to those people who have
contributed financially to our many fundraising projects, has played a part
in this success .

As | have said on many occasions if every Kilkenny Supporter became a
member of the Supporters Club, our County Board would be in a
position to finance the various teams, as and when required and at the
same time continue the excellent development work which is been carried
out at Nowlan Park and at the MW Hire Training Centre at Dunmore to
the benefit our teams and supporters .

Continued success on the field of play cannot be guaranteed but Kilkenny
Supporters can, by becoming members of the Kilkenny GAA Supporters
Club, guarantee that we have the funds available to continue to carry on
the work required to give our county every chance to continue the success
we have had both on and off the field during the past 17 years.

Supporters who wish o become Members can do so by contacting any
committee member or they may also join online on Kilkenny GAA
Website or download a membership form from the website and send it to
Nowlan Park.

We currently have, in addition to the Branch in Kilkenny, Branches of the
Club in Kildare, Northern Ireland and London and also a Dublin Branch
who operate independently of the Kilkenny Branch.

Kilkenny People who reside in these areas have an opportunity to not
alone play their part in providing the funds required to assist their county
but also meet fellow Kilkenny people who reside in these areas.

Finally I would like to once again thank all of you who are members of our
club and appeal to those of you who have not done so to become
members at a cost of €20 euro — surely a small price to pay to ensure
that the County has the finance available to carry on the great work and
give Kilkenny every chance of continuing the success which we have had
over the last number of years.



EARMARKED FOR SUCCESS

St Canice’s Credit Union Senior Hurling Championship 2015 by Tommy Lanigan
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CLARA - COUNTY SENIOR HURLING CHAMPIONS 2015  (Eoin Hennessy)
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Back: James Dowling, Tom Ryan, Jason Barco, Declan Rafter, Patrick Bolger, Paul Murphy, Matt Kenny, Gary Kehoe, Joe Connolly, Steven Quinlan, Ben Nolan.
Middle: Shane Cassin, John Murphy, John Phelan, Lester Ryan, Ciardn Prendergast, Michael McDonald, Kevin Nolan.
Front: Chris Bolger, Dermot Nolan, Jason Byrne, Killian Phelan, Kieth Hogan, Conor 0'Shea, Neal Prendergast, Jack Langton, Liam Ryan, Brian Prendergast.

Two titles in three years and three
consecutive county final appearances is a
fair return for this Clara side that has been
earmarked for success since they blitzed
their way through Cumann na
mBunscoileanna and Bord na nOg
competitions since the turn of the
millennium.

It is reasonable to suggest they will not be
going away any time soon, given their
youthful profile. This is the greatest
generation of Clara hurlers, though the
backbone comes from the old established
hurling families. A team devoid of stars,
they all display an admirable work ethic
and discipline. They play an expansive
game, relying on natural speed and
excellent long range point shooting. Their
only seeming weaknesses this year were
a relative scarcity of goals scored, though
that is improving, and a propensity to fall
back in defence when under pressure. If
they harbour hopes of All Ireland club
glory, this must change. It had almost
calamitous results in the county final as
O’Loughlin’s were allowed to monopolise
possession in their own half in the latter
stages.

The county final itself promised much, was
well contested throughout, but never
roused the collective spirit or ire of a
subdued crowd of 7,200 spectators. Clara
raced into a six point lead before being
hauled back on pointed frees. However the
country side was always in control and a
second scrambled goal gave them lots of
breathing space before the inevitable
O’Loughlin’s late charge.

Three items of note from the day. It was
unusual, though not unique, to see brother
marking brother, Keith v. Brian Hogan and
the contest could justifiably be declared a
draw. Martin Comerford lit up the game
with a great performance and led his team
from the front, but the warrior of old simply
could not put out enough fires.

Poignant, too, the photograph of three
strapping Ryans and their mother at the
final whistle. A touching moment,
remembering Johnny, the powerhouse of
an earlier generation and his untimely
passing in January.

Clara captain Keith Hogan lifts the cup after the Final
(Photo: Eoin Hennessy)
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Earlier in the year the draws for the St.
Canice’s Credit Union senior hurling
league could not have been much more
lopsided. The three city teams plus Clara
were destined to give considerable grief to
Erin’s Own and Carrickshock.

On the other side, reigning All Ireland club
champions Ballyhale Shamrocks were
expected to saunter through a group of
potential strugglers. Newly promoted
Mullinavat were not expected to set the
world on fire and everybody continued to
wonder if perennial relegation candidates
Fenians could survive another senior
season. Nobody was sure how Rower-

s =

Martin Comerford, 0’Loughlin’s Captain played some great
games. (Willie Dempsey)
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O’LOUGHLIN GAElS COUNTY HURLING CHAMPIONSHIP FINALISTS 201 5 (Eoin Hennessy)
Back: Danny Loughnane, Conor Bergin, Sheamie Cummins, Fergal Brennan, Daniel 0' Connor, Paddy Cantwell, Andy Cantwell, Eddie Kearns, Billy Leydon.
Middle: Johnny Doyle, Brian Hogan, Anthony Forristal, Eoghan Grant, Paddy Butler, Martin Gibbons, Gary Bryan, Mark Kelly, Gary Kelly, Huw Lawlor, Andy Kearns,
Martin Comerford ( Captain), Shane Parsons, Alan O' Brien.
Front: Sammy Johnston, David Burke, Stephen Murphy, Shane Mahoney, Mark Bergin, Paddy Deegan, Jack Nolan, Niall Bergin, Water Carriers : David Fogarty, Jamie Malone, Mikey Butler, Jamie Young.

Inistioge’s second season at senior level would pan out, while
Danesfort and St. Martin’s were generally seen to be hovering in
an uncertain territory near the plughole for Intermediate hurling.

There continues to be admiration for the structure. It is truly
competitive. There are no dead rubbers as the league comes to a
close since every team has some incentive in winning each game.
It keeps the competition truly honest. It would be wonderful if our
All Ireland senior championships was organised on the same
basis.

In Group A Clara came out on top, despite close calls from Erin’s
Own and O’Loughlin’s. The latter earned a Shield final place with
a last game win over the Village. James Stephens were fortunate
to defeat Carrickshock and Erin’s Own in the early rounds as their
form suffered thereafter, a cause of much concern in the Larchfield
camp. The Rower topped Group B after draws with Ballyhale and
Fenians and good form against Danesfort and St. Martins. They
were followed by eager Fenians who posted the surprise of the
season in defeating Ballyhale by a single point on the 24th May.
They went on to win the Shield against O’Loughlin’s who fielded a
skeleton selection in the final. The score was 1-18 to 0-17 as
Fenians gained some reward for a hard-working early season.
Clara gave Rower-Inistioge a lesson in the league final and it was
clear they were on a mission to exorcise the poor showing in the
2014 county final.

Tom, Lester and Liam Ryan after the St. Canices (Kilkenny) Credit Union Senior Hurling Championship
Final in Nowlan Park. (Photo: Eoin Hennessy)

The surprise packet of the season was Mullinavat who reached §EE

the semi-finals thanks to a merited win over Rower-Inistioge.
However they were easily disposed of by Clara, but the ‘Vat men
will be happy with their first year back in senior ranks in over a
decade.

Ballyhale Shamrocks failed to measure up against a dogged
O’Loughlin’s in the other semi-final. One might ask have the years
become too much of a burden on their most influential players?
The warning sides were there when they were lucky to get past a
Village team in the first round, a Village team short the services of
Jackie Tyrrell and Eoin Larkin.

The relegation scrap was, as always, morbidly entertaining.
Carrickshock had a miserable year, losing Michael Rice and Richie
Power through injury and their meagre resources could not
withstand the more youthful vigour of St. Martin’s. The Muckalee
men must improve substantially next year in order to survive
because charging into the fray are the Intermediate champions
Bennettsbridge who are certain to make a significant impression
in 2016. Roll on the Spring.

3 |
David Langton {Clara} dears the lines as Mark Kelly (O'I.oughlm Gaels) chullenges during the St.

=
e AT

FhssiITTYE

Canices (Kilkenny) Credit Union Senior Hurling Championship Final in Nowlan Park.
(Photo: Eoin Hennessy)



St Canice’s CU SH Championship 2015
Scorebounr

First Round
Ballyhale Shamrocks 0
James Stephens 0-
2
1

Mullinavat
Carrickshock

Erins Own 0
St. Martin’s 0

Dickshoro
Danesfort

Dickshoro
Danesfort
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Quarter-Finals
Ballyhale Shamrocks 3-
Fenians 0-
2-
1-

0’Loughlin Gaels
Dickshoro

Mullinavat 2-1
Rower Inistioge 0-1
0
1

Clara
Erins Own

Semi-Finals
0’Loughlin Gaels 2-1
Ballyhale Shamrocks 2-1
Clara 1
Mullinavat 0-
FINAL

Clara
0’Loughlin Gaels

RELEGATION FINAL

St. Martin’s
Carrickshock

BALLYHALE SHAMROCKS - COUNTY INTERMEDIATE

— e -

HURLING SEMI-FINALISTS 2015  (Eoin Hennessy)

Back: Foin Knox, Jack Kenneally, Brian Cody, Brian Butler, Joey Cuddihy, Kevin Mullen, Dylan Aylward, Conor Phelan, Bob Aylward.
Middle: Tom Coogan, Alan Cuddihy, Aidan Cummins, Joey Holden, Mark Aylward, TJ Reid, Eoin Reid, Henry Shefflin, Colin Fennelly, Paddy Reid.
Front: Ronan Corcoran, Keith Nolan, Cha Fitzpatrick, Richie Reid, David Hoyne, Padraig Holden, Michael Fennelly, Paul Shefflin, Patrick Mullen.

MULLINAVAT - COUNTY INTERMEDIATE HURLING SEMI-FINALISTS 2015  (Eoin Hennessy)
Back: Joe Fennelly, Jack Byrne Doyle, Nathan Malone, Conor Duggan, Conor Frisby, Ryan Bland, Patrick Murphy, Damien Aylward.
Middle: Brian Phelan, Paddy Jones, Dinny Butler, Darren Kenneally, Robert Malone, Michael Malone, Mikey Jones, Seamus Farrell Adam Mansfield, Thomas Aylward.
Front: Ciardn Boyle, Simon Aylward, lan Duggan, Ger Malone, Joe Gahan, James Culleton, Willie 0'Dwyer, Padraic Gahan, Mark Mansfield, John Walsh.

THE FOLLOWING PLAYERS TOOK PART IN THE 2015 KILKENNY SH CHAMPIONSHIP

Bennettsbridge Richie Reid, Alan Cuddihy, Joey
Holden, Kevin Mullen, Paul Shefflin, Michael
Fennelly, Padraig Holden, Bor Aylward, Ronan
Corcoran, Colin Fennelly, Aidan Cummins,Henry
Shefflin, Brian Cody, Eoin Reid, Mark Aylward,
Keith Nolan, T.J. Reid, James Fitzpatrick,
David Hoyne.

Carrickshock Jamie Power, James Grace, John
Dalton, Niall Tennyson, Darren O’ Dwyer, John
Tennyson, Damien Walsh, Shane Power, John
Cahill, Michael Rice, John Power, Kevin Farrell,
Michael Rohan, Richard Power, Brian Donavan,
John Murphy, Pat Tennyson, John Butler,
Aaron O’ Neill.

Clara Killian Phelan, Dermot Nolan, Shane
Prendergast, Sean O’Shea, Neal Prendergast,
David Langton, Tom Ryan, Lester Ryan, John
Murphy, Chris Bolger, Jack Langton, Conor
O’Shea, Keith Hogan, Jason Byrne, Ciaran
Prendergast, John Phelan, Mick McDonald, Ben
Nolan, Joe Connolly.

Danesfort Frank Minogue, Ronan Leahy, Rob
O’Keeffe, Paul Murphy, Cathal O’Neill, Phil Walsh,
Robert Walsh, Jim Phelan, Colm Phelan, Paddy
Hogan, Ben O’Connor, Cillian Treacy, Richie
Hogan, Garry Tynan, Jack Bruton, James Mullally,
Paddy Hickey, James Cunningham,
Connor O’Neill,

Dicksboro Aaron Duggan, Michael Hayes, Even
Cody, Philip Hogan, Conor Doheny, Eoin Gough,
Robbie Fitzpatrick, Ollie Walsh, Cillian Buckley,
Darragh Holohan, Stephen Farrell, Eddie
O’Donoghue, Robbie Murphy, Martin Gaffney,
Andrew Gaffney, Paul O’Flynn, Enda Malone,
David glynn, Kevin Kenny, Bill Sheehan.

Erin’s Own Tom Brophy, James Mullins, Ciaran
Wallace ,Liam Wallace, Gerry Callinan, Conor
fogarty, Damien Fogarty, Declan Dunne, Conor
Delaney, Robert Moran. Michael Murphy, Aidan
Moran, Martin Brennan, Eddie Brennan, Peadar
Boran, Peter O’ Donavan, Eoghan Maher, Martin
Howley, Eoin Brennan.

Fenians P. J. Ryan, Michael Carroll, J.P. Graham,
Eoin Phelan ,John Henderson, J. J. Delaney, John
Broderick, Kieran Graham, Kevin Power, Darrafgh
Tobin, Conor Tobin, Willie Brennan, Mark
Webster,Rory Phelan ,Danny Dermody, Cathal
Ryan.

James Stephens Derek Brennan, Niall McQuillan,
Tomas Keogh, John Comerford, Diarmuid Cody,
Jack McGrath, Eamon Sheehy, Niall Mullins,
James Tyrrell, Ray Cody, David Walton, Donnacha
Cody, Richie Hayes, Eoin McCormack, Matthew
McWey, Johnny McEvoy, Tadgh O’Dwyer.

Mullinavat James Culliton, Joe Fennelly, Robert
Malone, Simon Aylward, Padraig Gahan, Liam
Fennelly, Brian Phelan, Dinny Butler, Mark
Mansfield, lan Duggan, Joe Gahan, Michael
Malone, Jamie Fennelly, Willie O’ Dwyer, Ger
Malone, Adam Mansfield, Michael Jones.

O’Loughlin Gaels Stephen Murphy, Anthony
Forristal, Andy Kearns, Eddie Kearns, Hau Lawlor,
Brian Hohan, Paddy Deegan, Martin Comerford,
Shane Mahony, David Burke, Eoghan Grant, Mark
Bergin, Sam Johnston, Danny Loughnane, Alan
O’Brien, Jack Nolan, Conor Bergin, Daniel
O’ Connor.

Rower Inistioge Liam Tierney, Eoin Doyle, Sean
Cummins, Shane Ryan, Ruari Galavan, Kieran
Joyce, Sean Lester, Richie Leahy, Joe Lyng, Pat
Lyng, Tom Murphy, Conor Joyce, Michael Joyce,
Ciaran Ryan. Kevin Murphy, John Joe Kenny,
Cathal Bolger, Sean Grace.

St. Martin’s Colin McGrath, Shane Cadagan, Ollie
Walsh, James Maher, Brian Byrne, Patrick Nolan,
Michael Morrissey, James Dowling, Thomas
Breen, Jason Shore, Eoin McGrath, Brian Mulhall,
John Mulhall, John Maher, Robert Shore,
Joe Maher.




Clara captain Keith Hogan is presented with the St. Canices (Kilkenny) Credit Union Senior Hurling Championship cup by Michael O'Reilly, Chairman,
St. Canice's (Kilkenny) Credit Union and Ned Quinn, Chairman, Kilkenny County Board, after the Final in Nowlan Park. (Photo: Eoin Hennessy)

Not for Profit...........
....but for service

St Canice’s Kilkenny Credit Union, 78 High Street, Kilkenny.
Telephone: 056 7722042
Fax 056 776481 1;
e-mail: info@stcanicescu.ie
website: www.stcanicescu.ie
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MICHAEL LYNG

@nvunoa  MOTORS & jvunoa
KILKENNY

The Winning Team!

Bennettsbridge Captain, Enda Morrissey is presented with the Michael Lyng Motors Intermediate Hurling
Championship cup by Michael Lyng, sponsor, Michael Lyng Motors, and Ned Quinn, Chairman, Kilkenny
County Board, after the Final Replay in Nowlan Park. (Photo: Eoin Hennessy)

View Our Extensive Range of New & Quality Used Vehicles
New Ultra Modern Motor Garage

Tel: 056 777 0700

Sales - Service — Car & Van Hire — Body Repairs

We will NOT Be Beaten for QUALITY, SERVICE or PRICE
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CREAM CAME TO THE TOP

Michael Lyng Motors Intermediate Hurling Championship 2015 by Conor Brennan

BENNETTSBRIDGE - COUNTY

ity

INTERMEDIATE HURLING CHAMPIONS 2015 (Eoin Hennessy)
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Back: Dylan Walsh, Joe Murphy, Ronan 0’Connor, Maurice Walsh, Patrick 0’Neill, Shane Byrne, Ben Tynan, Shane Nolan, Sean Wemyss, Edward Murphy.
Middle: Pavl O’Neill, Brian Lannon, tom Kiley, Enda cleere, Bill O'Neill, Hugh O'Neill, Robert Lennon, Aidan Cleere, Nicky Cleere, Kevin Blanchfield, Kevin Brennan, James Moran Luke Dowling.
Front : Michéal Shiel, Enda Morrissey, cormac Wafer, Liam Blanchfield, Jason Cleere, Darragh Wafer, Sean Morrissey, William Murphy.

They bookended the intermediate season
of 2015 with the first and last matches of
an intriguing league and a fascinating
championship, but the outcome,
eventually, was similar. Bennettsbridge
and St. Patrick’s were the top performers
in the grade throughout the season, and it
is fair to say that little separated the sides
on every occasion. But when it mattered
most, the reigning county junior and All-
Ireland junior champions proved that their
future shines brighter than all others in
capturing another title and a potential
return to further days of glory not seen in
Bennettsbridge since the 1960’s. The
players and supporters will surely be
brimming with optimism at the prospect of
this, such is the momentum they have now
built up.

And what of their final opponents, who
suffered a third final loss in four years.
There will surely be a sombre period of
reflection in Ballyragget over the remaining
months before the 2016 season comes
around, but one feels that despite the loss,
they can overcome the frustration of falling
at the final hurdle with the quality of the
players at their disposal. It won’t be easy,
however, with so many teams of such an
even standard potentially in their wake.
One could make a case for the prospects
of at least half a dozen teams next year,
which all in all could make for an
unpredictable outcome. It will be
interesting, of that there is no doubt!

The league games saw a shield final
between St. Lachtain’s and Young Irelands
and a league final involving Tullaroan and
Bennettsbridge. The shield was ultimately
won by the Freshford men on a 1-14 to 0-
14 score line while Bennettsbridge
continued on their winning ways by
defeated Tullaroan by 2-20 to 2-15.
Meanwhile, the opening round of the
championship threw together Tullogher-
Rosbercon and Emeralds, Lisdowney and
Conahy Shamrocks, Thomastown and
Dunnamaggin, and St. Patrick’s and
Graigue-Ballycallan.

Tullogher-Rosbercon and Emeralds have

Bennettsbridge captain, Enda Morrissey lifts the Michael Lyng
Motors Intermediate Hurling Championship cup after the
Final Replay in Nowlan Park. (Photo: Foin Hennessy)
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enjoyed high moments in previous years,
but disappointing results in the league
meant the loser of this game would face
into a relegation final. A goal by Jason
Shiely following good work from Walter
Walsh set the Southerners up for a 1-8 to
0-9 half-time lead. Though the Urlingford
men tried manfully to turn the tide in their
favour, mainly through the leadership of
Aidan Fogarty, a second goal from
Tullogher’s Cian O’Donoghue was the
killer blow. In the end, the Tullogher men
won out by 2-17 to 0-15. Conahy
Shamrocks had enjoyed a great start to
their league campaign with three victories,
but then lost their final two games against
Young Irelands and Thomastown to miss
of quarter-final qualification. Lisdowney
enjoyed mixed results in the league,
though had drawn with Bennettsbridge, the
eventual winners. Goals proved to be the
difference between the teams on this
occasion. Lisdowney held the ascendancy
in this regard, with Ciaran Mackey and
Vinny Fitzpatrick scoring opportunist goals
to ensure their side led by 2-4 to 0-7 at the
interval. Conahy did fight back through a
James Bergin goal, but further Lisdowney
goals from Mackey and Michael Kenny
meant Lisdowney continued to stay in
front. Though Conahy attempted to
salvage something from the game, the
second goal they needed didn’t come, as
Lisdowney held on to win by 4-8 to 1-15.

Thomastown secured their place in the
quarter-finals with their victory over
Dunnamaggin. In what was a high-scoring
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ST PATRICK’S - COUNTY INTERMEDIATE HURLING CHAMPIONS 2015  (Foin Hennessy)

i il

_ il s il

Back:Dermot Brophy, Paddy Brennan, Paddy Gannon, Niall Dowling, Kieran Delaney, Joseph Phelan, Billy Morrissey, Donal Brennan, Paddy Cahill.
Middle:Robert Healy, Kevin Kelly, Alan Ruth, Paddy McEvoy, Seoirse Kenny, Mark Staunton, Sean Mooney, Richie McEvoy, David Kelly, Jack Ryan , Ger Staunton, Barry Staunton, John Mooney.
Front: James Gannon, Eoin Bergin, Conor Delaney, Michael Gannon, Bill Staunton, Brian Phelan, Michael Brennan, Joe Brennan, Geoff Brennan, Oisin Brennan, John Butler.

game, Thomastown led by 1-11 to 0-13 at
the interval. The scoring rate continued
throughout the second half but it was
Thomastown who scored a crucial second
goal immediately at the start of the second
half to keep their noses further ahead.
Despite Dunnamaggin’s best efforts,
Thomastown held on to win by 2-18 to 0-
22. The loss meant Dunnamaggin would
face Emeralds in the relegation final. St.
Patrick’s and Graigue-Ballycallan faced off
in the final first round game in
Palmerstown. The game was far from a
classic but the Ballyragget men were able
to advance on a 0-16 to 1-8 score line.

The quarter-final draw pitted St. Patrick’s
against Young lIrelands, Bennettsbridge
against Tullogher-Rosbercon,
Thomastown facing Tullaroan, and a local
derby pairing of Lisdowney and St.
Lachtain’s. The Ballyragget men made
their intentions clear against the Gowran
men with a decisive victory by 1-18 to 0-
10. With Kevin Kelly, Joe Brennan and Bill
Staunton to the fore, they were far too
strong for a lacklustre Young Irelands side.
Bennettsbridge and Tullogher-Rosbercon
faced off in Ballyhale and though the
Bridge started well, it was Tullogher who
finished the opening half the stronger with
a great goal from Edmund Cullinane to
leave the score 0-9 to 1-5 in
Bennettbridge’s favour. A goal immediately
at the start of the second half from Liam
Blanchfield gave the Bridge a tonic start
but the Southerners once again proved
their mettle by reducing the lead to a point
later in the half thanks to a Cian
O’Donoghue goal. But when Liam

Blanchfield scored his second goal in the
final minutes, it was the Bridge who
advanced by winning 2-16 to 2-10.

Tullaroan, having dropped down to the
intermediate ranks, had slowly but surely
found some consistent form throughout the
league, and though defeated in the league
final, were optimistic for their
championship  prospects.  However,
Thomastown clearly did not read from this
script, as they produced a fine
performance to qualify for the county semi-
finals. Tullaroan seemingly had no answer
to the swift interplay of the Thomastown
men, who had a dream start with an early

|
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saw
Thomastown towards a 1-7 to 0-5 half-time

goal from Dylan Waugh. It
lead. Tullaroan did fight back, however,
and managed to leave the deficit to the
minimum by the midway point of the half
(1-8 to 1-7). However, that was as good as
it got for them, as Thomastown showed a
real sense of calm do score consecutive
points during the final quarter to win in the
end by 1-14 to 1-8.

Neighbours Lisdowney and St. Lachtain’s
faced off in the final quarter-final in
Ballyragget. The Freshford men made a
bright start to lead by 1-4 to 0-1 after ten
minutes. Though Lisdowney did respond

Liam Blanchfield (Bennettsbridge) handpasses the sliotar away as Paddy McEvoy (St. Patrick's) closes in during the Michael Lyng Mo-
tors Intermediate Hurling Championship Final Replay in Nowlan Park. (Photo: EFoin Hennessy)
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well to close the gap, the Michael Lyng Motors Intermediate Bennettsbridge’s
Fr§§hford men, whose Hurling Championship 2015 victory, with the
ability to score goals was a two players
highlight of their league " responsible for
campaign, scored a second First Round scoring 2-3 and
crucial goal through Liam Tullogher Rosbercon 2-17 $t. Lachtain’s 1-2 respectively
Hickey to ensure a2-8to 1- |  Emeralds 0-15 Lisdowney for their side.

5 lead at half-time. The q

Lisdo 4-8 . p .

second half saw the Closnul‘:;nglrumrocks 1-15 Bennesbridge Semi-Finals St. Patrick’s and
exchanges .remain in a § St. Lachtain’s Thomastovyn
state of parity all through, H:m:g:x: %_1282 faced off in the
though Lisdowney did their 'ﬂl Pntr:ck’s second  semi-
best to reduce the gap. | $t.Patrik’s 0-16 omasi final, with the
However, St. Lachtain’s Graigue-Ballycallan 1-8 RELEGATION FINAL Ballyragget men
deservedly advanced to the Dunnamaggin appearing in an
semi-finals on a 2-15 to 1- B ik Quarter-Finals - Emeralds intermediate

12 score line. t. Patridk’s = semi-final for the

Young Irelands 0-10 St. Patrick’s s fourth

The relegation  final | Bennettshridge 2-16 Bennettsbridge consecutive year.
between Emeralds and Tullogher-Rosbercon 2-10 Replay It was the
Dunnamaggin saw a victory L Bennetisbridge Thomastown

for the southerners by 0-19 }!:ﬂnrg:inown %_y $t. Patrick’s men who held the
to 0-15. With both sides advantage during
naturally nervous and edgy the opening half,

.

in their play, the experience
that Dunnamaggin could call on through
the likes of Canice & Noel Hickey,
Seaghan O’Neill and Kenny Moore was
enough to see off the challenge of the
Urlingford men. Though Emeralds will be
disappointed with a return to the junior
grade, they can look to the return of
Glenmore, this year’s junior champions, as
incentive to repeat that feat in 2016.

The opening championship semi-final
paired together Bennettsbridge and St.
Lachtain’s. The early exchanges were

even until the Bridge enjoyed good fortune
in scoring a second goal just before half-
time to lead by 2-10 to 1-7 at the interval.
The Freshford did their level best to get
back into the game throughout the second
half. However, seven minutes from the
end, a third Bennettsbridge goal put any
thoughts of a genuine St. Lachtain’s
comeback to bed. Though they did
respond with a second goal of their own in
the final minute, it was too little, too late as
Bennettsbridge advanced to the county
final by 3-18 to 2-14. The form of Hugh
O’Neill and Liam Blanchfield was central to

leading by 1-10
to 1-7. The Ballyragget men levelled affairs
at 1-10 apiece within three minutes of the
second half until Thomastown scored their
second goal from Jonjo Farrell. It was
score for score until the final quarter when
St. Patrick’s suddenly found another gear
and scored nine points without reply to
guarantee them victory by 2-22 to 2-13.
Though ultimately the outcome could be
seen as somewhat harsh on Thomastown,
one could not argue with the class of the
likes of Kevin Kelly, Joe and Michael
Brennan, and the strength of Seoirse

THE FOLLOWING PLAYERS TOOK PART IN THE 2015 KILKENNY IH CHAMPIONSHIP

Bennettsbridge Enda Cleere, Enda Morrissey,
James moran, Cormac Wafer, Jason Cleere,
Robert Lennon, Aidan Cleere, Darragh Wafer,
Kevin Blanchfield, Hugh O’Neill, Nicky Cleere,
Brian Lannon, Sean Morrissey, Liam Blanchfield,
Kevin Brennan, Michael Shiel, Edward Murphy
William Murphy.

Conahy Shamrocks Paul Buggy ,Nicholas
Feehan, Peter Dollard, Philly Cass, Davy Healy,
Brian Healy, Kieran Mooney, Alan Healy, Donal
Brennan, Edward Delaney, Oliver Feehan, John
Mullan, Paddy mullan, Declan Buggy, James
Bergin, Shane Brennan, Tom Phelan, Donal Cass.

Dunnamaggin David Herity, Michael Cody, Willie
Phelan, Mark Heffernan, Pat Delaney, Noel Hickey,
Canice Hickey, Darren Fitzpatrick, Eoghan
Kearney, Kenny Moore, Tommy Maher, Seaghan
O’Neill, John Fitzpatrick, Kieran Bergin, Roan
Coffey, J J Dunphy, Jason Doherty, Mark Dowling.

Graigue Ballycallan P.J. Trant, Darragh Egan, Ger
Teehan, Eoin Corcoran, Eamon Egan, James
Ryall, Dara Walton, Eddie Brennan, Colum
Prenderville, Niall Milea, Shane Butler, Vinny
Teehan, Billy Ryan, Michael Ryan, Michael Hoyne,
Sean O’ Dwyer, Ciaran Hoyne, Bob Murphy,
Philip Cahill, Tomas Ryan.

Emeralds Darragh Phelan, Niall O’Gorman,
Damien Fitzgerald, Tomas Moriarty, Brian Troy,
Padraig Phelan, Patrick Doheny, Shane Norton,
Eoin Moriarty, Conor Martin, Francis Clohosey,
Jamie Ryan, Cathal Walsh, Aidan Fogarty, Emmett
Kavanagh.

Lisdowney Liam Dunphy, Niall O’Hara, Martin
Phelan, Niall Mackey, Eoin Walsh, Sean Phelan,
Anthony O’Hara, Pat Carroll, Dylan Jordan, Conor
O’Carroll, Michael Kenny, Rory Hickey, Eddie
Hickey, Vinny Fitzpatrick, Ciaran Mackey, Kevin
Sweeney, Aaron Fogarty, Peter Bergin.

St. Lachtain’s Darren Brennan, Tommy Flynn,
Michael Kavanagh, Michael Cormack, Barry
Hughes, Seamus Hayes, Simon Rafter, Brian
Kavanagh, Mark Kavanagh, Noel McGree, John
Fitzpatrick, David Brennan, James Maher, Liam
Hickey, Shane Donnelly, Brendan Quinn,
Philip Campion.

St. Patrick’s Michael Gannon, John Mooney,
James Gannon, Paddy McEvoy, Mark Staunton,
Kieran Delaney, Geoff Brennan, Kevin Kelly ,Brian

Phelan, Conor Delaney, Seorise Kenny, Joe
Brennan, Bill Staunton, Mark Staunton, Michael
Brennan, Rob Healy, Paddy Cahill, Eoin Bergin
Sean Mooney, Barry Staunton, Paddy Gannon.
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Thomastown Dylan Walsh, Johnny Barron, Peter
O’ Hanrahan, David Prendergast, James Burke,
Michael Donnelly, Brian Murphy, Dessie Walsh,
Barry Whelan, John Donnelly, John Joe Farrell,
Darren Burke, Robbie Donnelly, Adrian Burke,
Dylan Waugh, Derek Lanigan, Danny Monks,
Rob O’ Hanrahan.

Tullaroan Richie Butler, Diarmuid Doheny, Eddie
Campion, Stephen Dowling, tommy Walsh, Jack
Keoghan, Padraig Walsh, Paul Buggy, Martin
Walsh, Ken Coogan, Martin Keoghan, Shane
Walsh, Shane Hennessy, Mark Walsh, Richie
Maher, John Walsh.

Tullogher Rosbercon Martin Roche, Anthony
Cottrell, John Hartly, Sean Murray, Moling Murray,
Pat Hartly, Donnacha O’Connor, Brendan Lawlor,
Walter Walsh, Liam Barron, John Cottrell, Jason
Shiely, Conor Hennessy, Edmond Cullinane, Cian
O’ Donoghue, Terrance Croke, Daire McGrath.

Young Irelands Martin Carey, Niall Walsh, Michael
Walsh, Michael Lennon, J.P. Treacy, Emmett
Byrne, Ciaran Carroll, J.J. Lennon, Paul
Delahunty, Paul Holden, Sean Kehoe, Thomas
Carroll, Sean Carey, Dick Carroll, Paul Kehoe,
Martin Carter, Geoff Brennan, Chris Nolan,
John Morris.




Kenny, which brought Ballyragget through
to the county final.

St. Patrick’s and Bennettsbridge, based on
their previous matches in the lead-up to
the final, promised a high scoring affair,
and it did not disappoint. The Ballyragget
side enjoyed the better start and led by 2-
2 to 0-2 at the fifteen minute mark, the
goals both coming from the opportunist
Michael Brennan. However,
Bennettsbridge were able to stay in close
proximity to their opponents due mainly to
indiscipline in the St. Patrick’s defence
which was duly punished by the always
accurate Nickey Cleere. St. Patrick’s still
managed to lead at half-time by 2-6 to 0-
10 and when Michael Brennan scored his
third goal early in the second half, things
began to look promising for them. Yet their
continuing difficulty with the concession of
scorable frees meant that Bennettsbridge
still could not be shaken off. In all, Nickey

Cleere managed a remarkable total of O-
16, with fifteen from frees. It was this,
amongst other factors, which ensured that
both sides would live to fight another day,
drawing 3-11 to 0-20.

The replay saw the reverse of the drawn
game with Bennettsbridge make the better
start thanks to a well-taken goal from Brian
Lannon, who showed great leadership on
behalf of his side all through the game. St.
Patrick’'s were forced to start without
midfielder Brian Phelan due to injury, which
was a major blow for the Ballyragget men.
But they did fight back well, and indeed
managed to take the lead before half-time
when full-forward Eoin Bergin claimed a
high ball and finished superbly to the net.
This left St. Patrick’s ahead at the break by
1-10 to 1-8. The second half was an
incredibly tense affair, with never more
than one point separating the sides until

John Brennan

the final minutes. Despite this, the
standard of hurling was never diminished
and great credit must go to both teams in
the circumstances. It was the frees of
Nickey Cleere and Kevin Kelly that both
sides depended on mainly for scores and
it was the Bennettsbridge man who got the
majority of chances, which he unerringly
scored to ensure his team a famous
victory. In the end, only two points
separated the sides, with the Bridge
winning by 1-16 to 1-14. Having remained
unbeaten throughout 2015 (save one draw
during the league), one could not argue
that it was not what they duly deserved. To
also make the journey from junior to senior
ranks into two years is something all
associated with Bennettsbridge GAA
should surely rank at the greatest
achievement in a storied club history.

Machinery Supp ie“:.i

SUPPLIER OF ALL YOUR TRACTOR MACHINERY SPARE PARTS

For all your Tractor/Digger Filters, Hydraulic Hose Fitting, Starters, Oils etc.

25A Industrial Estate, Hebron Road, Kilkenny

Tel: 056 7720957 / 7720976t

John Mobile: 085 166 8492 Derek Mobile: 085 737 7825
johnbrennanmachinerysupplies@eircom.net

KILKENNY COUNTY COUNCIL
COUNTY HALL
KILKENNY
Tel: 056-7794000

Supporting all our
Kilkenny Teams
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R
K§ JJ Kavanagh & Sons

Established 1919

Coach Tour
Operator & Private
Hire Specialists

MAIN SPONSOR OF COUNTY JUNIOR HURLING CHAMPIONSHIP

Glenmore Captain, Ger Aylward is presented with the J.J. Kavanagh & Sons Junior Hurling Championship cup by Paul Kavanagh,
sponsor, J.J. Kavanagh & Sons and Ned Quinn, Chairman, Kilkenny County Board, after the Final in Nowlan Park.
(Photo: Eoin Hennessy)

Head Office:

MAIN STREET, URLINGFORD,
Co. KILKENNY

Telephone: 056-8831106
Fax: 056-8831172
E-mail: info@jjkavanagh.ie
Web: www.jjkavanagh.ie

Official Carriers to all Inter-County
Hurling and Camogie Teams
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GLENMORE BOUNCE BACK!

GLENMORE - COUNTY JH CHAMPIONSHIP WINNERS 2015  (Photo: Foin Hennessy)
Back: Ben Maher, Mark O’Connor, Eoin Aylward, James Aylward, James Irish, Ben Doherty, John Gahan, Tommy Maher, P.J. Roche, Eoin Heffernan, Stephan Cody, Brian O Donoghue.
Middle: Michael Boyle, Mick Cody, Philip Roche, Fergal Freyne, Shane Doherty, Shane Walsh, Mark Phelan, Alan Murphy, Ciaran 0’Connor, Paddy Murphy, James Cody, Colm Foran, Ritchie Mullally, Eoin Murphy.
Front : Dean Croke, Adrian Doherty, Paddy Hennessy, Ger Aylward, Mark Aylward, Sean Duggan, Davy Aylward, Emmett Vereker, Shane Murphy, Michael Phelan, Darren Aylward, Colm Doherty.

J. J. KAVANAGH AND SONS
JUNIOR HURLING LEAGUE
CHAMPIONSHIP 2014

20 teams took part in the 2015 Kilkenny Junior
Hurling Championship.

The 12 junior proper teams played in section A
while the 8 junior teams of intermediate and
senior clubs played in section B.

3 teams qualified for the semi-finals from section
A while 1 team qualified from section B

The draw for the championship was based on
the final position of the clubs in the county junior
hurling league.

A total of 19 games were played

Section A

First Round

Blacks and Whites 1-18  Graignamanagh 0-12
Windgap 1-14 Galmoy 1-12
Mooncoin ~ 2-17 Cloneen 09
Glenmore  2-17 John Lockes 11
Barrow Rangers 1-24 Piltown 117
Kiimacow  3-14 Slieverue 2-18
Second Round

Kimacow  2-12 Blacks and Whites 012
Mooncoin ~ 2-14 Barrow Rangers 212
Glenmore  2-17 Windgap 18
Section B

First Round

S8t. Martin's w/o Erins Own scr
Clara 317 Mullinavat 313
Second Round

Ballyhale Shamrocks 4-16 Clara 214
Dickshoro  2-27 St. Martin's 17
Third Round

0' Loughlin Gaels1-20 Ballyhale Shamrocks 0-11
Dickshoro  1-19 James Stephens 0-11
Fourth Round

Dickshoro  0-18 0' Loughlin Gaels 1-12
Semi-finals

Glenmore  1-15 Mooncoin 0-15
Kiimacow  1-12 Dickshoro 1-10

County Final

‘Glenmore  1-12 Kilmacow 2-6
Relegation Final
Erins Own  3-13 Mullinavat 17

Glenmore Regain their Intermediate Status.
Easy Win Over Kilmacow In Poor Game
Glenmore 1-12 Kilmacow 2-6

Glenmore won their 5th county junior hurling
championship title with this defeat of Kilmacow
and as a result return to the intermediate grade
following their demotion last year.

Glenmore were reduced to 14 players before
the game began following an incident in which
Michael Phelan (Glenmore ) was shown a
straight red card and Kilmacow’s star player
Luke Harney retiring with a facial injury.
Despite playing with only 14 players Glenmore
were the better team throughout and led by 0-8
to 1-0 at half time. Although Kilmacow outscored
their opponents by 1-6 to 1-4 in the second half
they never looked like winners.

Glenmore Scorers: M. Aylward 1-7, S. Murphy 0-2, G. Aylward 0-1,
E. Vereker 0-1, A. Murphy 0-1.

Kilmacow Scorers: J. Hayes 2-2, R. Mcnamara 0-4.

Glenmore: David Aylward, Sean Duggan, Fergal Freyne, Shane Do-
herty, Philip Roche, Richie Mullally, Mark Phelan, Eoin Murphy, Colm
Doherty, Shane Doherty, Michael Phelan, Emmett Vereker, Ger Ayl-
ward, Alan Murphy, Mark Aylward. Subs Used. James Cody, Darren
Aylward.

Kilmacow: Richie O’ Neill, Brian Fleming, Ray Hennessy, Diarmuid 0’
Dwyer, lan Ahearne, Conor Dowling, Dean Power, Willie 0’ Toole, Sean
Flynn, Emmett Blanchfield, Peter Mullally, Andy Kearns,

Richie McNamara, Johnny Hayes, Paddy 0’Keeff. Subs. Conor Dowl-
ing, Shane Gaule, Liam Kearns, Ryan McKenna, Richie Kearns.
Referee Eugene Ryan (Fenians)

JJ KAVANAGH & SONS COUNTY
JH LEAGUE 2015

20 teams took part.
12 teams in section A which was divided into 2
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Glenmore captain, Ger Aylward lifts the J.J. Kavanagh & Sons
Junior Hurling Championship cup. (Photo: Eoin Hennessy)

groups of 6

8 teams in section B which played in 1 group.
31 games were in section A

28 games were played in section B

The finishing places in the league tables de-
cided the pairings for the championship

The following were the final league tables.

Section A Group A

Team PWDLP
Galmoy 5 4018
Mooncoin 5 3026
Barrow Rangers 52125
Kilmacow 5 2125
John Lockes 5 20314
Graignamanagh 5 1042
Section A Group B PWDLP
Blacks and Whites 5500 10
Glenmore 54018
Slieverue 52034
Piltown 52034
Cloneen 52034
Windgap 50050

COUNTY JH REPORT BY
NED BUGGY



KILMACOW - COUNTY JH CHAMPIONSHIP FINALISTS 2015 (Photo: Foin Hennessy)
Back: Shey Dempsey (inj), Liam Kearns, Richie Kearns, Maurice Costelleo, Shane Gaule, Conor Dowling, John Daniels, Willie 0’Toole.
Middle: Johnny Barron Nicky Barron, Richie O’Neill, Johnny Hayes, Andy Kearns, Dean Power, Jack McGuire, Brian Fleming, Paddy 0’Keeffe.
Front: Ray Hennessy, Stephen Haberlin, Emmett Blanchfield, lan Ahearne, Luke Harney, Peter Mulally, Richie McNamara, Sean Flynn, Diarmuid O’Dwyer, Ryan McKenna.

Section B PWDLP
0 Loughlin Gaels 75111
James Stephens 75111
Dickshoro 74129
Ballyhale Shamrocks 74129
Erins Own 781387
Clara 72145
Mullinavat 72054
St. Martin's 70070
Final section A
Galmoy 1-22 Blacks and Whites 0-21
Final Section B

O'Loughlin Gaels v James Stephens  Not played
Despite their shock defeat by Windgap in the 1st
round of the junior championship, Galmoy
roared back to capture their second cup of the
season when they defeated old rivals Blacks
and Whites in the county junior hurling league
final which was played in Jenkinstown. Galmoy
had already beaten the same opposition to cap-
ture the northern junior championship title
The scores were level on ten occasions and at
full time but in extra time a goal by Galmoy’s star
forward Phil Russell was the deciding factor.

Galmoy’s scorers: P. Russell 1-12, . Stanley 0-3, T. Phelan 0-2, J.
Dunne 0-2, 8. Murphy 0-1, N. Doherty 0-1, K. Duggan 0-1.

Blacks and Whites scorers: P. Nolan, J. Byrne 0-5, M. Moloney 0-
4, J. Lennon 0-2, N. Kennedy 0-1.

Galmoy: Stephen Murphy, Paul Delaney, Brendan Phelan, Michael
Murphy, Kieran Phelan, Donnacha Gray, Niall Doherty, Stephen De-
laney, Nigel Stanley, Tom Phelan, Kevin Duggan, James Dunne, Phil
Russell. Sub, J. Stanley.

Blacks and Whites: John Murphy, Joe Kelly, James Brennan,
Padraig Joyce, Eddie Murphy, Peter Cleere, John Lawlor, Paul Mur-
phy, Martin Kelly, Patrick Nolan, Aidan 0’ Dowd, Niall Kennedy, John
Lennon, Michael Moloney, James Byrne. Subs. Charlie Ryan, Emmett
Foley, Michael Moloney.

Referee: Eoin Hayes (Thomastown)

21st ALL COUNTY JUNIOR HURLING LEAGUE.
(Sponsored by JJ Kavanagh & Sons)

26 teams entered to play in the above league in
2015.

20 teams from Kilkenny and 6 from Carlow.
The teams were divided into 5 groups, with 5
teams in 4 groups and 6 teams in 1 group.

A total of 55 games were played in the league
section with the top two teams in each group

qualifying to play in the knockout stages in
which a further 9 games were played.
The following are the final league tables.

Group A

Team PWDLP

Mount Leinster Rangers 4 3 1 0 7

Mooncoin 43016

Glenmore 42115

Dickshboro 410382

Clara 40040

Group B

Erins Own (Kilkenny) 430186

Naomh Eoin 42024

Cloneen 42024

Windgap 41123

Ballyhale Shamrocks 41123

Group C

Piltown 43016

0’ Loughlin Gaels 43016

Graignamanagh 42024

Naomh Brid 42024

8t. Martin's 40040

Group D

John Lockes 44008

Slieverue 43016

Mullinavat 42024

James Stephens 41032

Ballinkillen 40000

Group E

Barrow Rangers 541089

Blacks and Whites 54018

Galmoy 52125

Kilmacow 52034

Erins Own (Carlow) 51042

Naomh Moling 51042

All County League Knockout Stages

Preliminary Rounds

Naomh Eoin  3-18 0’ Loughlin Gaels 2-13
Mooncoin ~ 3-20 Slieverue 1-15
Quarter Finals

Mt L. Rangers 3-18 Blacks & Whites 0-15
Mooncoin 317 Erins Own 1-11
Barrow Rangers 4-22  Piltown 1-13
Naomh Eoin 313  John Lockes 0-9
Semi-Finals

MtL. Rangers 2-16  Barrow Rangers 1-14
Naomh Eoin 2-16  Mooncoin 2-12
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Final

Mount Leinster Rangers  1-23  Naomh Eoin 1-22

Mount Leinster Rangers Win Title For the
5th Time

Mount Leinster Rangers won the Kilkenny All
County League Title for the 5th time when in an
all Carlow final they beat their neighbours
Naomh Eoin by 1point after extra time in Tom
Walsh Park in an keenly contested game.
Rangers led at half time by 1-12 to 1-9, and at
the end of 60minutes the sides were level at 1-
17 each.

Mount Leinster Rangers Scorers: Denis Murphy 0-14, Ted Joyce
1-2, Edward Byrne 0-3,

Padraig Nolan 0-2, Paul Cody 0-1, Derek Byrne 0-1.

Naomh Eoin Scorers: Padraig Nolan 0-12, Jack Kavanagh 0-4, Ross
Smithers 1-0,

John Michael Nolan 0-2, Dwain Kavanagh 0-2, Conor Foley 0-1,
Kevin Foley 0-1.

Mount Leinster Rangers: Frank Foley, Edward Cody, Garry Doyle,
Garry Kelly, Michael Malone, Richard Cody, Richard Kelly Diarmuid
Byrne, Paul Cody, David Phelan, Edward Byrne, Derek Byrne, Ted
Joyce, Jack Murphy, Denis Murphy.

Subs used: John Cody, Kevin McDonald, Padraig Nolan, Brian Nolan.
Naomh Eoin: Brian Treacy, Ronan Nolan, Shane Kavanagh, Shane
Cranny, Dwain Kavanagh, James 0’ Hara, Eoin Nolan, Padraig Nolan,
Keith Hogan, Martin Clowry, Ross Smithers, Kevin Foley, Cillian Mc-
Cabe, Jack Kavanagh, John Michael Nolan,

Subs used: Martin Doyle, Tommy Nolan, Conor Foley, Eanna Ka-
vanagh, Eoin Redmond.

Referee John Bennett (Tullogher Roshercon)

PADDY CAHILL MEMORIAL CUP

This knockout competition was confined to the
10 clubs that finished in 3rd and 4th places in
the 5 groups in the All County Junior Hurling
League 2015.

Scorehoard

Preliminary Round

Naomh Brid 1-14 Windgap 1-1
Dickshoro ~ 2-17 James Stephens 07

1st. Round

Graignamanagh w/o Galmoy scr
Glenmore 0-17 Kilmacow 0-11
Dickshoro 1-15 Cloneen 0-11
Naomh Brid w/o Mullinavat scr



GALMOY - NORTHERN JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP AND COUNTY JUNIOR HURLING LEAGUE CHAMPIONS 2015
Back: Paul Delaney, Brendan Phelan, Frank Phelan, Nigel Stanley, Stephen Delaney(Capt.), James Dunne, Martin Duggan, John Phelan,
Jack Delaney, Kieran Phelan, Tom Phelan(Castletown) & Martin Phelan
Front: Phil Russell, Michael Murphy, Stephen Maher, Niall Doherty, Tom Phelan(Bawn), Noel Doherty, Sean Phelan, Joe Dollard,
Jason Stanley, Stephen Murphy, Kevin Duggan, Eoin Glendon.

a
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TULLAROAN - COUNTY JH A CHAMPIONS 2015
Back: Richard Holland, Shane Walsh, John Walton, Jason O’ Riordan, Liam Teehan, Ger Looby, John Maher, Gavin Joyce, Josh Moore,
Eddie Teehan, Bill Simpson, Sean Cuddihy.
Front: Tom Fitzgerald, Joe Norton, Bob Cuddihy, Bill Cuddihy, Peter Walsh, Jack Holmes, David Sweeney, Eddie Campion, Martin Keoghan.
Missing from the photograph. Eoin Brennan (Capt.) Injured, Jim Moore, Danny Coogan, Bill Gaffney, Shane Joyce, Daniel Burke

3

- .
- LISBOWNEY - NORTHERN & COUNTRJUNIOR A LEAGUE CHAMPIONS 2015 :
‘Back Shd‘ﬂ;lyne (Captain) Niall O Hara, Ciarain Mackey, Ciaran-O’Carroll, Liam Bunphy, Paddy Bowden, Eoin Lyons, n Walsh,

John Brennan, Brian O Carroll, Joe Bergin, Stephen ney, Peter O Sullivan.
Front: Jamie Bergin, Jack Dunphy, Paul Sweeney, Edward Kenny, Dylan Jordan, Brian Kavanagh, Kevin O’Sullivan, Willie Kenny,
Darragh Mackey, Anthony O Hara, Eoin Delahanty, Morgan Grace Cashin.Jamie Kavanagh, Gerry Buckley.




Ormonde Retail Park,

Kilkenny

Telephone: 056 - 7751717
Fax: 056 - 7761710

Email:electrocity@eircom.net

Electro City - Always a Winner!

Lowest Prices Guaranteed on a whole range of TV’s, Videos
and all Domestic Appliances.

Phillips JVC Sharp Whirlpool Hotpoint Belling
and lots, lots more.

All Top Brands -

Call in Today!

Steel & Roofing Systems Ltd.

Kilkenny Road, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny

PRy T iy T T T i O 3 T

Specialists in design Fabrication and
Erection of all types of Structural
Steelwork and Farm Buildings. ‘-. ;

Roofing and Cladding supplied and fitted. Ry
All work Fully Insured.

_“J_lll Steelwork CE Marked to Execution
Class 4 Certification.

.5 NATIONWIDE SERVICE

Tel: 056 4441855/6/9 Fax: 056 4441860

Web: www.steelandroofingsystems.ie
email: michael.whelan@steelandroofingsystems.ie
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Semi-Finals

Glenmore  1-13 Graignamanagh 1-1
Dickshoro  0-17 Naomh Brid 0-16
Final
Dickshoro  2-18 Glenmore 1-13

KEVIN FENNELLY MEMORIAL CUP
(Sponsored by JJ Kavanagh & Sons)

This knockout competition was confined to the
6 teams that finished in 5th and 6th places in the
All County Junior Hurling League.

Northern Section

Scorehoard
1st Round
B. Shamrocksw/o St. Martin's scr
St. Mullins bt Ballinkillen
Semi-Finals
Clara w/o St. Mullins scr
Erin's Own 2-14 Ballyhale Shamrocks  1-15
Final
Erin's Own Clara
JJ KAVANAGH AND SONS NORTHERN
JH CHAMPIONSHIP
(Rafter Cup )
Preliminary Rounds
Erins Own  5-26 St. Martin's 4-8
Galmoy 1-22 Clara 1-14
Quarter Finals
Blacks & Whites w/o James Stephens scr
Dickshoro  3-24 Cloneen 09
Galmoy 117 Erin's Own 0-15
0'Loughlin 6's 4-15 Barrow Rangers 214
Semi-Finals
Blacks & Whites 2-13 0'Loughlin Gaels 212
Galmoy 1-13 Dickshoro 0-14
Final
Galmoy 117 Blacks and Whites 1-16

Galmoy Win The Northern Junior
Championship for The 12th Time

Galmoy1-17 Blacks & Whites 1-16

A cracking 62nd minute goal by midfielder
Kevin Duggan earned Galmoy victory in the
northern junior hurling championship final in
St. John’s Park.

Galmoy Scorers: K. Duggan 1-3, P. Russell 0-5, S. Delaney 0-3, Noel
Doherty 0-2, Niall Doherty 0-1, N. Stanley 0-1, J. Phelan 0-1 J.
Dunne 0-1.

Blacks and Whites scorers: J. Byrne 1-3, P. Nolan 0-5, A. 0’ Dowd
0-3, M. Moloney 0-2, P. Murphy 0-1, J. Lennon 0-1, M. Kelly 0-1.
Galmoy: Stephen Murphy, Michael Murphy, Brendan Phelan, Paul
Delaney, Kieran Phelan, Jason Stanley, John Phelan, Kevin Duggan,
Niall Doherty, Stephen Delaney, Nigel Stanley, Noel Doherty, James
Dunne, Phil Russell, Stephen Maher. Sub Frank Phelan.

Blacks and Whites: John Murphy, Padraig Joyce, James Brennan,
Joe Kelly, Edward Murphy, Peter Cleere, Thomas Joyce, John
Lawlor, Martin Kelly, Patrick Nolan, Aidan 0' Dowd, Paul Murphy,
John Lennon, Michael Moloney, Jamie Byrne. Subs. Emmett Foley,
Tommy Farrell.

JJ KAVANAGH AND SONS NORTHERN
JH CHAMPIONSHIP
(Rafter Cup )

Scoreboard

1st Rounds

Glenmore  1-19 Ballyhale Shamrocks 17
Windgap 2-15 Mullinavat 1-16
Quarter Finals

John Lockes 3-16 Piltown

2-10

Glenmore  1-5 Mooncoin 0-5

Kilmacow  2-12 Graignamanagh

0-12

Windgap 1-18 Slieverue 1-14
Semi-finals

Glenmore  0-14 Windgap 1-10
Kilmacow  4-19 John Lockes 0-19
Final

Glenmore  1-13 Kilmacow 0-15

Glenmore Win Southern Junior Hurling
Title For The 6th Time

Glenmore 1-13 Kilmacow 0-15
If ever a game was to qualify as a game of two
quarters, then this Iverk Produce Southern
Junior Hurling Championship final in well pre-
sented cold and windy Slieverue would be a
front-runner.
It was amazing in a number of categories. With
the strong breeze at their backs in the first half
, the far better Glenmore looked home and
hosed and led at Half time by 0-12 to 0-2.
Within six minutes of the restart they added a
further 1-1 to their tally ,but then Glenmore
took their foot off the throttle and for the next
24 minutes Kilmacow dominated the game
scoring 13 points without replay but although
they lambasted the Glenmore defence in the
dying minutes they were unable to get the
vital score.

Glenmore Scorers: A. Murphy 1-3, M. Aylward 0-5, E. Vereker 0-
4, D. Aylward.

Kilmacow Scorers: R. McNamara 0-7, J. Hayes 0-3, R. 0'Neill 0-2,
W. 0’ Toole 0-1, S. Guale 0-1, P. 0".Keeffe 0-1.

Glenmore; Davy Aylward, Shane Doherty, Fergal Freyne, Sean Dug-
gan, Philip Roche, Richie Mullally, Mark Phelan, Liam Hennessy, Dar-
ren Aylward, Alan Murphy, Michael Phelan, Emmett Vereker, Mark
Aylward, Dean Cooke, Eoin Aylward. Subs. Shane Murphy, Brian 0'-
Donoghue, Ben Doherty, James Aylward.

Kilmacow: Richie 0’ Neill, Brian Fleming, Ray Hennessy, Ryan
McKenna, lan Aherne, Luke Harney, Dean Power:, Willie 0'Toole, Sean
Flynn, Emmet Blanchfield, Shane Guale, Shay Dempsey, Richie Mc-
Namara, Johnny Hayes, Paddy 0 Keeffe. Subs. Diarmuid 0'Dwyer.
Referee  Gavin Quilty (Slieverue).

THE KILKENNY JUNIOR A HURLING SCENE.

17 clubs entered teams to play in both the junior
A hurling championship and the junior A hurling
leagues.

10 clubs were entered in the northern division
and 7 in the southern division.

The northern championship was played on a
league basis to determine the draw for the
championship and it was divided into 2 groups
of 5.

Group A

Team

Tullaroan

St. Patrick's
0'Loughlin Gaels
Fenians
Emeralds
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Group B

Name P
St. Lachtain's 4
Conahy Shamrocks 4
Lisdowney 4
Young Irelands 4
Graigue Ballycallan 4

- - =
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O R -

L
1
1
2
3
3

The following are the result of the draw and
the scoreboard for the championship

JJ KAVANAGH AND SONS NORTHERN
JUNIOR A HURLING CHAMPIONSHIP 2015

Preliminary Rounds
Emeralds  2-12
Fenians 2-18

Graigue Ballycallan 0-11
Young Irelands 1-6
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Quarter Finals

Con. Shamrocks 2-23 0’ Loughlin Gaels 0-6
Tullaroan 1-24 Emeralds 2-16
St Lachtain's 5-8 Fenians 26
St Patrick’s 2-8 Lisdowney 0-11
Semi-Finals

Tullaroan  2-12 Conahy Shamrocks 2-11
St Lachtain’s 1-18 St Patrick’s 213
Final

Tullaroan 1-14 St Lachtain's 0-13

Northern Junior A Hurling Championship
Final Report.

Tullaroan 1-14 St. Lachtain’s 0-13
Tullaroan booked their place in the county junior
A hurling final when they secured a four points
victory over neighbours St. Lachtain’s in a livily
northern final played in St.John’s.
Played before a good attendance the game pro-
duced really competitive fare and in the end a
stronger Tullaroan outfit took the spoils.
Tullaroan led at half time by 1-9 to 0-8.
This was Tullaroan’s third time to win the Martin
Egan Memorial Cup having previously won it in
2001 and 2011.
They will now meet Carrickshock in the county
final.

Tullaroan's scorers: S. Walsh 1-6, J. Walton 0-4, P. Walsh 0-2, J.
Maher 0-1, G. Joyce 0-1.

St. Lachtain's scorers: P. Guinan 0-6, D. Lennon 0-2, J. Bowden 0-
2, 8. Rafter 0-1, M. Nolan 0-1, P. Campion 0-1.

Tullaroan: Richie Holland, Eddie Campion, Bill Simpson, Bob Cuddihy,
Ger Luby, Josh Moore, David Sweeney, Peter Walsh, Martin
Keoghan. Shane Walsh, John Maher, Gavin Joyce, Jack Holmes, Bill
Cuddihy, John Walton. Subs Jim Moore, Jason 0’ Regan, Tom Fitzger-
ald.

St. Lachtain's John Campion, Harry Burke, Seamus Hayes, Darragh
Quinn., Paul Mullan, Michael Cormack, Simon Rafter, Paul White,
Philip Campion, Barry Hughes , Michael Farrell, Mark Nolan, John
Bowden, Dennis Lennon, Paul Guinan.

Subs. Fintan White, Shea Burke, Shane McGree.

Referee Eamon Mansfield (Cloneen)

The southern junior A hurling championship was
also played on a league basis in 1 group of 7
with the top team receiving a bye into the semi-
final and the top 4 qualifying for the semi-finals
of the league.

The following is the final league table.

Name

Mooncoin
Thomastown

Rower Inistioge
Tullogher Roshercon
Dunnamaggin
Carrickshock
Glenmore
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IVERK PRODUCE SOUTHERN JUNIOR A
HURLING CHAMPIONSHIP 2015

1st. Round

Tull Roshercon 1-13 Rower Inistioge 0-11
Dunnamaggin 2-11 Thomastown 0-7
Carrickshock 0-13 Glenmore 1-8
Semi-finals

Dunnamaggin 2-16 Tullogher Roshercon 212
Carrickshock 1-19 Mooncoin 0-13
Final

Carrickshock 0-18 Dunnamaggin 0-17



BARROW RANGERS COUNTYJUNIOR B HURLING CHAMPIONS 2015
Back: Noel Brennan. John O’ Neill, Paddy Hennessy, Eoin Rudkins, Liam Walsh (Capt.), James Hogan, Eugune Kealy, Graham English, Brian Kelly, William
Hanlon, Paddy PurcellMarc Drennan, Thomas Whitley, Tom Brophy.
Front: Adam O’ Neill, John O’ Neill, Robert Gleeson, Arron Nolan, Conor Brennan, Darragh O’ Connor, Keith Flavin Sean Murphy, Martin Kealy.
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SOUTH JUNIOR HURLING SELECTION JIM FARRELL WINNERS 2015
Back: Ross Kelly, Slieverue; Johnny Hayes, Kilmacow; Kevin Walsh, Piltown; Conor Brophy, Mooncoin; Cian Ryan, Windgap; Richie O’Neill, Capt.,
Kilmacow; Bill McCormack, John Lockes; Ger Purcell, Windgap;Willie O’Toole, Kilmacow; Niall Blanchfield, Mooncoin; Jack McDowell, John
Lockes.
Front: Aaron Cullinane, Slieverue; Richie McNamara, Kilmacow; Paul Rockett, Slieverue; Neil Kelly, Piltown; Kevin Crowley, Mooncoin;
Danny Purcell, Mooncoin; Paddy Kennedy, John Lockes; James Mackey, Windgap; Eoin Cody, Windgap.

CARRICKSHOCK- SOUTH JH “A” CHAMPIONS AND COUNTY FINALISTS 2015
Front: Jody Dwyer, John Butler, Niall Tennyson, Aaron Roche, James Grace, Conor Aylward, Chris Price, Sean Grace, Seanie Gibbons,
Liam Walsh, Ciaran, Lennon.

Back: Ger Power, Pat Dalton, Aaron O Neill, Jerry Mulcahy, Edward, Power, Darren O Dwyer, Edward Dunphy, John Power, David Sutton,

David Moore, Darragh Brennan, Damien Walsh.
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PILTOWN - SOUTH JUNIOR B CHAMPIONS & COUNTY FINALISTS 2015
Back: Shane Doody, Vinnie Long, Tommy O'Gorman, Stephen Moroney, Aidan Ryan, Eoin Walsh, David O'Shea, Kevin White, Ryan Gallagher, David Byrne,
James Kirby, Niall Kinsella, Sean Mundy, David Burchill, lan Flynn, Pa Connolly
Front: Conor Friend, Andrew Norris, Shane O'Dwyer, Thomas Murray, Martin Kirby, Ronan Ryan, Jamie Norris, Micheal Dunne, Philly Kenny (C),
Tadgh Whelan, David Kinsella, Richie Phelan, Donal Ryan, Aaron Gallagher Mascot: DJ Knox

(Photo: Lena Power Photography)

CARRIGEEN - SOUTH JUNIOR B LEAGUE WINNERS 2015
Back: Mark Long, Jonny Jacob, Joey O’Hanlon, Cathal o Keeffe(Capt), Johnny Cooney, Chris O’Hanlon, Wayne Kelly, Anthony o Brien,
Thomas O’Brien, 4
Noel Butler, Cathal Quigley, Eoin Gallagher, Liam Roche, Richie O’Brien.
Front: Fintan Dermody, Frank Law, Dean Gates, Hilary Delahunty, Kevin Law, J.J. Butler, A.J. Cronin, Jamie Carroll, Pat Phelan, Brian Gallagher,
Stephen Blackmore, Craigh Collins

Southern Junior A Championship Final.
Aaron O’ Neill is the Late Late Hero.
Carrickshock 0-18 Dunnamaggin 0-17

The form book on this Junior A hurling final told
us that there would be very little between these
two neighbours and great rivals in Mullinavat.
The form book did not lie and fans were treated
to a tremendously exciting encounter in which
the end result was always in doubt right up to
the final whistle.

Well into injury time man of the match Aaron O’
Neill received a great pass from Edward Power
and using all of his composure scored the win-
ning point for Carrickshock

Carrickshock scorers: J. power 0-6, D. Brennan 0-4, A. 0’ Neill 0-
3, G. Mulcahy 0-1, J. Butler 0-1, E. Power 0-1, p. Dalton 0-1.
Dunnamaggin Scorers: T. Maher 0-8, J. J. Dunphy 0-3, A. Kearney
0-3, S. 0' Neill 0-2, K. Bergin 0-1

Carrickshock: Aaron Roche, Jody Dwyer, Niall Tennyson, Liam
Walsh, Eddie Dunphy, Darren 0” Dwyer, James Grace, Chris Price,
John Power:, Aaron 0’ Neill, Gerry Mulcahy, John Butler, Ger Power:,
Edward Power, Darragh Brennan. Subs. Seanie Gibbons, Pat Dalton,
Ciaran Lennon, Sean Grace.

Dunnamaggin: Ray Cody, Mark Dowling, Aaron Doherty, William Moy-
lan, Aidan Donavan, andy Fitzpatrick, Willie Hughes Conor Long, Paul
Kirwan, Tommy Maher, J. J. Dunphy, Liam Heffernan, Kieran Bergin,
Anthony Kearney, Seaghan 0’ Neill. Sub. Victor Costello

Referee Maurice Flynn (Mooncoin)

NORTHERN JUNIOR A HURLING LEAGUE
The northern junior A hurling league was played
in 2 groups of 5
The following are the final league tables:-

Group A

Team PWDLP
St. Lachtain's 4 4008
Youny Irelands 4 2024
Tullaroan 4 2024
0’Loughlin Gaels 31032
Emeralds 3 0030
Group B

Name PWODLP
Conahy Shamrocks 4 4 008
Lisdowney 43 016
Fenians 4 2 024
St Patrick's 41 032
Graigue Ballycallan 40 040

Northern Junior A Hurling League Semi-Finals
Youny Irelands 5-11 Conahy Shamrocks 11
Lisdowney 0-14 St. Lachtain's 0-11
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Northern Junior A Hurling League Final
Lisdowney  5-15 Youny Irelands 27

Southern Junior A Hurling League Semi-Finals
Tull Roshercon 2-14 Mooncoin 0-12
R/Inistioge 3-16 Thomastown 37

Southern Junior A Hurling League Final
R/nistioge  0-22 Tullogher Rosbercon 311

County Junior A Hurling League Final
Lisdowney 2-25 Rower Inistioge 223

KILKENNY JUNIOR B HURLING LEAGUE AND
CHAMPIONSHIP 2015

115 clubs entered teams to play in the northern
league/championship
11 clubs entered teams to play in the southern
league/championship
The northern clubs played the championship on
a league championship basis with the teams di-
vided into three groups of five with the final po-
sitions in each group deciding the draw for the
first round of the championship.
The northern clubs also played a league with
three groups of five with two teams from each
group
qualifying for the knockout stages of the league.
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District F.R.S. Society Ltd.

Cillin Hill, Dublin Road, Kilkenny
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SENTRY SECLIRITY

The Right People ...
The Right Team

Services include

Static Officers
Mobile Patrols
Rapid Alarm Response
Key-holding
Opening and Closing
Take the inconvenience and worry out of

your home or business security
by calling us today

Wallslough, Waterford
Road, Kilkenny.

056 775 1619 / 086 852 2706
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F A
GRAIGNAMANAGH - JOE WALSH CUP WINNERS 2015
Back: John Meaney (selector) Ger walsh, Padraig Whelan, Leonard Blanchfield, Bernard Hennessy, Sean Cahill, Dirmuid O'Neill, Adrian Doyle,
. Iﬁael Bolger, Terry Dreelan.
Front: Syl Cushen (selector) John Osborne, Cathal R*Dane Flood, lan Kavanagh, Neil Jordan, Thomas O'Donnell (Capt), Niall Hayden,
. Richard Foley. Jim O'Donnell.
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MT LEINSTER RANGERS - ALL COUNTY JUNIOR LEAGUE CHAMPIONS 2015
Back Row; Left to right; Seamus O'Brien, Shane O'Neill, James Kelly, Richard Coady, James Hickey, Gary Kelly, Garry Doyle, Brian Nolan, Richard Kelly,
Edward Byrne, David Phelan, Michael Malone, Edward Coady, Denis Murphy, Dara Tobin, Jack Murphy, Derek Byrne, Paul Coady, Padraig Nolan,
Chris Nolan, Michael Doyle.
Front; Daniel Ryan, Ted Joyce, Gary Lawlor,Luke Roche, Dean Grennan, David Grennan, Seamus Kelly, Frank Foley, Conor Fenlon, Diarmuid Byrne,
Kevin McDonald, John Coady, Willie Hickey

NAOMH EOIN- ALL COUNTY JUNIOR LEAGUE FINALISTS 2015
Back: Seamus O'Brien, Shane O'Neill, James Kelly, Richard Coady, James Hickey, Gary Kelly, Garry Doyle, Brian Nolan, Richard Kelly, Edward Byrne,
David Phelan, Michael Malone, Edward Coady, Denis Murphy, Dara Tobin, Jack Murphy, Derek Byrne, Paul Coady, Padraig Nolan,
Chris Nolan, Michael Doyle.
Front: Daniel Ryan, Ted Joyce, Gary Lawlor,Luke Roche, Dean Grennan, David Grennan, Seamus Kelly, Frank Foley, Conor Fenlon, Diarmuid Byrne,
Kevin McDonald, John Coady, Willie Hickey {
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The eleven clubs in the south played in a one  Threecasties 310  St. Lachtain's
group with the top four qualifying for the league ;'3 -
ifi A 1 q A emi-finals
sem|df|nfatlﬁ an(ri] the pottor?w six playing in the first e Nangers 197 | T iy
R ciampionship. Danesfort 121 Bemetishridge 310
NORTHERN JUNIOR A HURLING LEAGUE  Fpal
After 30 matches were played the following  Barrow Rangers 8-14  Bennettsbridge 0-13

were the league tables.
Country Style Foods Junior B Hurling

Group A League/championship

Name PWLDP Final league Table
Erins Own 43108
Blacks and Whites 31113 Team P W LD P
Clara 41813 Kilmacow 10 8 2 0 16
Conahy sn_amrocks 31202 Piltown 10 7 2 1 15 Donal Brennan,
St. Lachtain’s 40222 John Lockes 10 6 4 0 12 Richie O’Neill, c
Carrigeen 10 6 4 0 12 Pat Dunph,'i(:‘chairman of the South Board.
Group B Windgap 10 6 4 0 12 S ==
-I::nm:;::m"s : : : g : Ballyhale Shamrocks 10 5 5 0 19 JOE WALSH MEMORIAL CUP
Barrow Rangers 42204 gn:;:::::anagh :g : g 'zl 's" For junior B teams that did not qualify for the
Cloneen 41302 Bewen inistioge 19 3861 7 play-off stages of the northern and southern jun-
Lisdowney 41302 Slieverue 0 2 8 0 4 ior B leagues.
Tullogher Roshercon 10 2 8 0 4
Group C Northern Group
St. Martin's 44008 League semi-finals Preliminary Round
Bennetishridge 421895 Carrigeen 1-16  Kilmacow 1-10 Erins Own 312  Conahy Shamrocks 1-13
Dickshoro 4228914 John Lockes 2-14  Piltown 113
Threecasties 41213 Quarter Finals
Galmoy 40400 Final Blacks & Whites 3-12 Cloneen 27
Carrigeen w/o Johnlockes  scr $t. Martins 217  Erins Own 1-10
League quarter Finals
Barrow Rangers 113 Threecastles 0-7 The Championship Draw Dickshoro 523 Galmoy 2-15
James Stephens 216 Lisdowney 2-11 Preliminary Rounds St. Lachtain's w/o Clara scr
Semi-Finals Ballyhale Shamrocks 119  Tull Rosbercon 23
James Stephens 1-13  Bennettshridge 0-6 Mooncoin 1-10  Slieverue 07 Semi-Finals
Danesfort 1-19  Barrow Rangers 3-10 Graignamanagh 317 Rower Inistioge  1-7 Blacks and Whites 012  St. Lachtain'’s 25
Final Dickshoro 1-15 St Martin's 2-11
Danesfort 222  James Stephens  0-10 Quarter Finals
Kilmacow 0-1  B.Shamrocks 0-9 Northern Final
Northern Junior B Hurling Championship John Lockes 220 Graignamanagh  2-13 Blacks and Whites 65  Dickshoro 1-18
First round Windgap 2-13  Carrigeen 18
Blacks & Whites 2-18  Galmoy 919 Piltown 112 Mooncoin 2-7 Southern Group
St. Lachtain's 2-15  James Stephens 0-13 Semi-finals
Threecastles 410 Clara 3-10 Semi-Finals Mooncoin 310 B. Shamrocks 0-14
St. Martin's 2-10  Lisdowney 1-12 Piltown 58  John Lockes 1-9 Graignamanagh 2-11  Slieverue 1-10
Bennettshridge 1-22  Cloneen 0-8 Windgap 1-16 Kilmacow 3-8
Danesfort 421  Con. Shamrocks 2-6 Southern Final
Barrow Rangers 412 Dickshoro 1-16 Final Graignamanagh 0-18  Mooncoin 39
Erins Own Bye Piltown 118 Windgap 1-18 Graignamanagh 46  Mooncoin 17
Second Round County Final County Final
Barrow Rangers 4-11  Blacks and Whites 0-10 Barrow Rangers 2-14  Piltown 2-11 Graignamanagh 0-15 Blacks and Whites 1-8
Bennettshridge 2-24  Erins Own 19
Danesfort 1-18  St. Martin's 2-4
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2014 Under-2 1 Championship Review By Michael O'leary

Emeralds Under 21 Roinn B Champions 2014

Back: Niall 0'Gorman, Shawn Fitzgerald, Brian Brennan, James Tobin, Michael Fitzgerald, Shane Pollard, Anthony O'Farrell, Micheal Troy, Conor Martin (Joint Captain), Gearoid Troy,
Andrew Morgan, James Kenny, Shane Quinlan, Joseph Kavanagh.
Front: Shane Moriarty, Eoin Moriarty, Eoghan Doyle, Darragh Phelan, Cathal Walsh, Toddy Moriarty (Joint Captain), Nicholas Walsh, Jamie Ryan, Brian Troy, Jack Kavanagh, David 0'Gorman.

Under-21 Roinn A Championship

For the 2nd time in 3 years, the Under-21
County Championships were delayed as a re-
sult of Kilkenny’s All-Ireland Final replay
against Tipperary, and the B competition was
finished just a few days before Christmas.
However, the Roinn A Championship was be-
hind schedule, and it wasn't finished till mid-
January when Dicksboro easily defeated
Thomastown after a replay.

The Boro were worthy winners of the Under-21
Championship, and indeed they had to require
another replay earlier in the competition when
defeating Clara in the semi-final of the North-
ern section.

The Northern Final against Bennettsbridge
played the first weekend in January was a ti-
tantic struggle.

In the last minute of normal time, the sides
were level at 2-8 to 0-14, but the Boro dug
deep and points from Andrew Gaffney and
Eoin Fennelly sealed victory, but not before
goalkeeper Aaron Duggan pulled off a critical
save in the dying seconds to deny Kevin Bren-
nan.

In the Southern section, Thomastown secured
the title defeating Glenmore 0-19 to 2-8 just 4
days before Christmas Day last year.

Despite playing into a strong breeze during the
opening-half, Thomastown led 0-7 to 0-3 com-
ing towards half-time, before Glenmore
grabbed a goal to leave a solitary point be-
tween the teams at the interval.

Thomastown started to slowly exert an influ-

ence during the 3rd quarter, and they opened
up a 6 point lead with the Donnelly’s Robbie
and Michael scoring at will.

That scoring burst proved decisive as Thomas-
town would wait to see who would eventually
come through from the North.

The County Final between Dicksboro and
Thomastown was played in Nowlan Park on
the 11th of January, and it produced an epic
and dramatic finish with Thomastown snatch-
ing an unlikely draw with two late last gasp
goals.

Thomastown made a flying start aided by the
wind, and a John Donnelly goal gave them a
1-7 to 0-4 coming towards half-time.

However, the Boro responded and a well
worked goal from Kevin Kenny halved the
deficit by the interval. 1-8 to 1-5.

Barring the dying stages, the Boro men totally
dominated the re-start, and up until injury-time,
they outscored their opponents by 0-10 to just
a concession of a solitary point to lead 1-14 to
1-9.

The Boro had victory within sight, but no one
could write the script of the closing stages.

A Danny Monks goal in the 59th minute gave
Thomastown hope, before Monks struck again
4 minutes into injury-time to prove an unlikely
saviour for the South Kilkenny men.

The replay took place a week late, and Dicks-
boro made no mistake as they easily disman-
tled Thomastown 5-9 to 0-10.

However, the Boro appeared up against it from
an early stage when Andrew Gaffney was dis-
missed.
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In a mostly low scoring first-half, Dicksboro led
0-5 to 0-4 by the 25th minute, before going on
a crazy goalscoring blitz late in the half which
crucified Thomastown’s hopes.

All of a sudden, goals from Daragh Holohan,
Robbie Murphy and Kevin Kenny opened up a
decisive and commanding advantage, and
there was no way back for their opponents.
Holohan and Conor Fitzpatrick added further
goals during the second-half to kill off any
hopes of a Thomastown revival as the Boro
strolled to victory.

Squads:

Dicksboro: Aaron Duggan (captain), Aidan
Nolan, Evan Cody, James Gittens, Jim Dollard,
Eoin Gough, Rory Glynn, Robbie Fitzpatrick,
Conor Doheny, Robbie Murphy, Eoin Fennelly,
Andrew Gaffney, Conor Fitzpatrick, Daragh
Holohan, Shane O’Brien,Jamie Byrne, Peter
Turley, Eoin Cantwell, Stephen Tynan, Enda
O’Donoghue, Bill Sheehan, James Murphy,
Alex Quinlan, John Hanrick, Rory Morrissey,
Kevin Kenny, Stephen Farrell,

Thomastown: Daragh McGarry, James Burke,
Barry Whelan, Johnny Barron, Robert O’'Han-
rahan, Craig Butler, Eoin Manning (joint cap-
tain), Michael Donnelly, John Donnelly, Gary
Lehane, Robbie Donnelly, Jamie Lanigan,
Adrian Burke, Dylan Caulfield, Eddie Corrway,
Kevin Butler, Colin Corrway, Mark Walsh,
Danny Monks, Brian O’Hanrahan, Eamonn
O’Donnell, Aaron Kehoe, Bobby Joe Walsh,
Thomas O’Hanrahan (joint captain)



Dickshoro 2014 U21H “A” Champions

Back: Enda 0'Donoghue , Rory Morrissey , James Murphy, John Hanrick , Aidan Nolan, Conor Fitzpatrick, Jamie Byrne.
Middle: Robbie Murphy, Darragh Houlihan , Stephen Tynan, Alex Quinlan, Peter Turley, Conor Doheny, Bill Sheehan, Robbie Fitzpatrick.
Front: Stephen Farrell, Shane 0'Brien, Rory Glynn, Evan Cody, Kevin Kenny, Eoin Gough, Aaron Duggan, James Gittens, Jim Dollard, Eoin Fennelly, Andrew Gaffney.

Blistering start secures Emeralds “B” honours
The Under-21 Roinn B Final was played a few
days before Christmas as Emeralds held off a
late Dunamaggin surge to win 2-13 to 2-9.
Emeralds defeated Conahy Shamrocks in a
low scoring encounter 0-9 to 0-7 in the North-
ern decider, while Dunnamaggin made
amends for losing the Southern final 12
months previously when overcoming Graigue-
namanagh 1-10 to 1-8.

The B County decider was played just 4 days
before Christmas Day, and a blistering start by
the Urlingford men proved very decisive.

Two goals inside the opening 20 minutes
helped opened up an 11-point lead, 2-6 to 0-1,
and it was always going to be difficult for Dun-

namaggin afterwards.

However, to their credit they responded.

A Peter Kenneally goal in the 27th minute nar-
rowed the gap by half-time. 2-7 to 1-3.
Emeralds responded and entering the final 10
minutes, they were in control holding a 9-point
lead.

However, Dunammaggin added a second-goal
in the 53rd minute to provide a glimmer of
hope, but despite their late fightback, Emer-
alds held out to secure their 2nd Under-21
Roinn B in 3 years winning 2-13 to 2-9.
TEAMS

EMERALDS: Daragh Phelan, Anthony Mor-
gan, Thomas Moriart(joint captain), Niall O’-
Gorman, Anthony Farrell, Eoin Moriarty, James

Tobin, Brian Troy, Michael Fitzgerald, James
Ryan, James Kenny, Conor Martin(joint cap-
tain), David O’Gorman, Joey Kavanagh, Nicky
Walsh, Shane Moriarty, Michael Troy, Shane
Pollard, Shane Quinlan, Eoin Doyle, Cathal
Walsh, Jack Kavanagh, Brian Brennan, Sean
Fitzgerald, Gearoid Troy,

DUNAMMAGGIN: Andrew O’Dwyer, Conor
Long, William Moylan, Aaron Doherty, Paul Kir-
wan, Eoghan Kearney, Andrew Fitzpatrick,
Paddy Delaney(captain), Victor Costello,
Michael Cody, Peter Kenneally, John Fitz-
patrick, Adam Kenneally, Anthony Kearney,
Ronan Claffey, Jason Doherty, Jack Brett,
William Bergin, Greg O’Donnell, Brian Farrell,
Ray Cody,
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Wishes [riends, supporters and constifuents o
very happy Christmas and eeery good wdish for

@

W LIBERALS
LI T LT 1Y u.Eh‘_Est
Liam Aylward MEP

Tel: 0032 228 45782
Email: liam.aylward@europarl.europa.eu
Facebook: facebook.com/liamAylwardMEP
Website: www.Liamaylward.com
Address: Aghaviller, Hugginstown, Co. Kilkenny

Congratulations once again to the Kilkenny
Senior Hurling Team and
Ballyhale Shamrocks on their
All Ireland SH Club Title.
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” ” Live Traditional Irish Music Nightly -
Food Served Daily from 9.30am to 9pm
No Occasion Too Big or Too Small
Late Bars Monday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday Nights
www.mattthemillers.com or info@mattthemillers.com
056-7761696

FRISBY KITCHENS

SPLENDID BAR FACILITIES

TOP CLASS ACCOMMODATION

SUPERB LUNCHES DAILY Redacres
J
Mullinavat.

Tel No. 051, 898 484.

Where Pint-pulling & Conversation Mob 086-2662905,
are still Art Forms E-Mail: frisbykitchens@gmail.com

Text Frisby Kitchens for all of your
quality Kitchens and household
CASTLECOMER ROAD, KILKENNY, furniture. Top quality. Top value.
. Top Satisfaction.
Tel: 056 - 7752900 Fax: 7771455 Call Tommy for a quote.




Dicksboro Hang on in Thriller

Minor Bord na nOg report by Pado O'Flynn PRO

il

Dicksboro - Roinn A MH Championship Winners 2015

Roinn A

The highlight of the year for Bord na nOg
is undoubtedly the Kilkenny Honda Centre
Roinn A Championship. It started off with
two fantastic games in the first round,
which saw Mooncoin edge out Tullaroan by
2-13 to 2-11 and Ballyhale defeat Danesfort
0-16 to 0-14. In the other first round game
Dicksboro had too much for a game
Graigue Ballycallan.

The quarter-final matches proved to be a
mixed bag with O’Loughlin Gaels, James
Stephens, Dicksboro and Mooncoin
garnering victories over Slieverue, Piltown,
Ballyhale Shamrocks and Thomastown
respectively. Mooncoin gave O’Loughlin
Gaels as good as they got but the two

goals from the St John’s outfit proved to be
the difference in the first semi final with the
St. John's Park based team winning by 0-
12 to 2-14 whilst James Stephens and
Dicksboro squared up in the other semi-
final with the Palmerstown based side
coming out the right side of a 0-13 to 0-11
scoreline.

Dicksboro minors produced a fantastic
second half performance to win the Roinn
A County Minor Championship final at
Nowlan Park on a dry winter’s afternoon.
They went a goal down after a penalty was
awarded to O'Loughlin Gaels early in the
second half and it looked like their city
rivals would pull away as they were ably led
by the drive of Robbie Buckley and Jordan
Molloy through-out much of this period of

dominance. However Dicksboro grimly
hung on and the St John’s Park outfit never
went more than three points up. As the
game entered injury time Dicksboro sensed
blood and went for the jugular and in so
doing ended O’Loughlin Gaels terrific run
at under age level in Kilkenny where they’d
been undefeated for some time.

They winners came up with two fantastic
scores to clinch victory to make up for last
year's agonising defeat at the hands of the
same opposition. The two final scores
came from midfielder Chris Kavanagh and
inspirational team captain, Robbie Murphy,
who was a late inclusion, to leave the final
score 1-14 to 1-12 in favour of the maroon
clad outfit. Victory in the end could probably
be attributed to the greater need and desire

~ & =
sesnnuslo

O’Loughlin Gaels - Roinn A MH Finalists 2015
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Young Irelands - Roinn € MH League & Championship Winners 2015

of Dicksboro to win and bring to a finish the
dominance of O’Loughlin Gaels at
underage level.The ‘Boro raced into an
early lead in the first half thanks to Andy
Gaffney (free) and Robbie Murphy before
O'Loughins came more into the game.
Vitally, the Boro scored the only goal of the
half from Robbie Murphy after good work
by Gaffney and Chris Kavanagh out the
field. At the end of the first half, the Boro led
by a point 1-7 to 0-9 after O'Loughlins were
guilty of a few bad misses before the half
time whistle was blown. In the second half,
O'Loughlins upped the tempo and after
they were awarded and converted a
penalty, they went two points up. A further
point from play after nine minutes meant
the ‘Boro were down three points with less
than 20 minutes remaining and from there
on in they chipped away at the deficit

Roinn B

The John Lockes minor team of 2015
became the first one since 1997 to secure
a title in the grade when they overcame
Dunamaggin on a 0-16 to 0-10 scoreline in
Nowlan Park on Sunday November 1st. All
year the two fancied teams in the Kilkenny

Citroen Roinn B Championship were the
near neighbours but there was a fierce
amount of competitive hurling before the
meeting between the pairing came to pass.
The big shock of the first round was the
defeat of St Martin’s who many had
expected to challenge the top two but they
had no answer for a Conor Hennessy led

Tullogher  Rosbercon. Erin’ls  Own,
Lisdowney, Bennettsbridge, Galmoy/
Windgap, Kilmacow and Conahy

Shamrocks all made their exits in the first
round of the championship. Dunamaggin
signalled their intentions for the year with a
huge margin of victory over Emeralds,
while John Lockes had a similar margin of
victory the following evening over Clara.
Tullogher Rosbercon and Rower Inistioge
completed the semi-final pairings with
victories over Fenians and Glenmore.
Fireworks ensued in both semi finals as
they were tight affairs until the later stages
but in the end the two fancied sides came
through in the shape of Dunamaggin and
John Lockes.

In the final both teams gave it their all with
a noticeable nervousness in the early
exchanges and a title at stake between two
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neighbouring Parishes. The first half was
all about the respective free takers on both
sides with Morgan Thomas doing the
business for Dunamaggin and James
Power equally unerring for the Lockes, both
from placed balls and open play. The teams
retired at the break level at six points
apiece.

The new half saw the Lockes up the tempo
considerably with their team getting a grip
in the middle third and driving at the
Dunamaggin defence enabling James
Power to punish all misdemeanours. He
finished with a final tally of eleven points
from frees and two more from play, a telling
statistic of his contribution to this victory.
The Lockes’ six backs of Jack Lynch, Brian
Kirwan , Nicholas Butler, John Burns,
Cathal McGrath, Ryan Bergin and
goalkeeper Owen Byrne, who never put a
foot wrong, can take a bow holding the
opposition forward division goalless. This
feat was all the more noteworthy in that
Dunamaggin had scored 14 goals in the
previous three rounds. In doing so the John
Lockes defenders set up a platform for their
colleagues further afield to build on. Sean
Power ran himself to a standstill in the



second half as did Eoghan Scriven to keep
a grip on the midfield exchanges while up
front wing men TJ Tierney, Cian Bogue and
his replacement Josh Doheny kept up the
fight for the full hour in securing vital ball for
the inside line where Robert Kerwick (0-2),
Conor Murphy (0-1) and Padraig Purcell,
who did his best work when moved outfield,
all made valuable contributions to the
victory.

In the end Dunamaggin probably wouldn’t
dispute that over the sixty minutes John
Lockes deserved their victory but with so
many players underage again next year

Dunnamaggin - Roinn B MH Finalists 2015

Dunamaggin will surely will be a force to be
reckoned with at this level in 2016.

Roinn C

Young Irelands and Barrow Rangers got
proceedings under way for the Kilkenny
Honda Centre minor hurling Roinn C
Championship with the men clad in red and
white getting the spoils on a score line of 2-
15 to 0-16.

James Stephens B had too much class for
the Cloneen/Railyard challenge and edged
them out 4-8 to 2-7. In another derby clash
for Young Irelands they over-came

Graignamanagh  convincingly  whilst
Dicksboro B saw off Carrickshock in the
other quarter final. In a dour semi final
Young Irelands ground out victory
eventually against St Patrick’s 1-9 to 0-5.
In the battle of the B teams Dicksboro
again came out on top against James
Stephens 2-16 to 2-8. In a very close
county final, in which where both sides
might just have been happy with a second
bite of the cherry, Young Irelands won by 2-
10 to 2-9, thanks to a late goal from a Sean
Carey free.

Callan Road Kilkenny

Website: www.kilkennyvehicles.com

SUPPORTING KILKENNY GAA

Dickshoro captain, Robbie Murphy, is presented with the Minor Hurling Championship cup by Willie Dempsey, Chairman, Bord na nOg
and Cathal O'Neill, Kilkenny Vehicle Centre after the Final in Nowlan Park. (Photo: Eoin Hennessy)
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Two-in-Row for O’Loughlins

Under 16 Bord na nOg report by Pado O'Flynn PRO

O’Loughlin Gaels - Roinn A Championship & League Winners 2015

Roinn A

The Under 16 Duggan Steel Roinn A
Championship saw 10 teams taking on
O’Loughlin Gaels in an attempt to wrest
away the title they had won so convincingly
in 2014.

Similar to the Under 14 championship Erins
Own and James Stephens squared up in
the first round where the influence of
Robert Butler proved to be the difference
between the sides as the Larchfield men
gained revenge for their defeat in the
younger age group with a 2-16 to 3-10
victory here. The other first round fixtures
saw O’Loughlin Gaels and Thomastown
score good victories over Bennetsbridge
and Graigue Ballycallan.

A clash of last year’s county finalists saw
Dicksboro and O’Loughlin Gaels square up
in a game where Eoin Wall, Eoin O’Shea
and Ronan Buckley inspired O’Loughlin’s
to a thoroughly deserved victory but the
Palmerstown outfit would surely regret
some of their missed goal chances, The
final score line was O'Loughlin Gaels
0-16 to Dicksboro's 2-6.

James Stephens and Thomastown again
had high-scoring wins over Danesfort &
Mooncoin but probably the tie of round was
between Dunamaggin and Ballyhale
Shamrocks with the Ballyhale men being
made work for every ball before the
influence of Adrian Mullen told in the end
as they won by 1-17 to 1-11.

The semi finals proved to be top class
affairs where James Stephens possibly
had the chance to end O’Loughlin Gaels
reign but the St John’s outfit showed some
resolve and more to win out by 1-18 to 3-8.
The battle down south in the other semi
final proved to be just as interesting but in
the end Ballyhale overcame Thomastown
3-15to0 1-15.

O'Loughlin Gaels completed a two in a row
in the Duggan Steel Under 16 Roinn
Championship Roinn A Hurling Final played
before a large attendance at Thomastown.
Whilst the St Johns outfit were the warm
favourites they didn't have it all their own
way and were lucky to be ahead at half
time as both sides showed some wonderful
touches but the city team powered on in the
second half with captain Jordan Molloy

leading the charge from full back whilst
Eoin Wall was on fire scoring
1-5 from play and his partner in the other
corner Ben Maher was just as effective
contributing a tally of nine points to his
sides cause.

The first half was a see-saw bout with
Adrian Mullen getting the Shamrocks off to
a flyer with a pointed which was soon
followed by an Eoin Cody point. It took the
eventual winners till the 10th minute to get
on the score board with Sean Kenny
grabbing a minor. Mullen and Eoin O'Shea
swapped points. By the 21st minute
Ballyhale held a two point lead after Martin
Davis pointed. Ben Maher pointed a free
soon after.The Gaels were under pressure
at this stage but the re-siting of Dacel
Fwamba to centre forward proved vital and
he duly pointed from his new surrounds.

o L

Kilmacow - Roinn B U16 Finalists 2015
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Lisdowney - Roinn B Champions and League Finalists 2015

Ballyhale at this stage of the game missed
three good goal chances and drove a
number of wides with only a Mullen free to
show for their efforts. Adam Flynn levelled
matters soon after but the vital game
changing score arrived shortly afyerwatds.
Dean Mason, in the Ballyhale goal, had
pulled off a top class save from Eoin Wall
moments earlier but when the diminutive
corner forward had a second chance soon
after he made no mistake hitting the ball to
the roof of the net. Ballyhale did take the
sting out of it with an Adham Masood point
to leave it 0-6 to 1-5 at half time.

Flynn and Maher both pointed early on
before Martin Davis grabbed his second of
the afternoon.Further points by Eoin Wall
and Maher (3) saw the St John's outfit
further ahead, with an Adrian Mullen's
converted free being the sole response.
Wall & Maher again tagged on further
points as they were now in a commanding
position and in truth the game was over as
contest by the 50th after Wall put
O'Loughlins 1-16 to 0-10 ahead. To the
victors go the spoils and despite Ballyhale
showing some lovely hurling particularly in
the first half they'll be the first to applaud
and admire the sweet stick men of Loughlin
Gaels.

O'Loughlin Gaels: David McCormack, Luke
Hogan, Jordan Molloy(Captain), Mikey
Butler, Barry Lawlor, Conor Heary, Oisin
Murphy, Ronan Buckley, Eoin O Shea,
Ryan Poyntz, Adam Flynn, Sean Kenny,
Eoin Wall, Dacel Fwamba, Ben Maher.
Subs Eoin Neary, lan Clifford, Joe Murphy,
Robert Boyd & Jamie Ryan.

Ballyhale Shamrocks: Dean Mason, Conor

Doyle, Patrick Hearne, Keelan
O'Donoghue, Casey Corcoran, Evan
Shefflin, Darragh Corcoran, Adham

Masood, Jason Devereux, Martin Davis,
Adrian Mullen, Eoin Kenneally, Ronan
Hayes(captain), Stephen Barron, Eoin
Cody.Sub: Eoin Walsh

Roinn B

The Under 16 Roinn B Hurling
championship is a notoriously difficult
competition to predict and often in most
cases league form can go right out the
window. In the preliminary round there
were convincing victories for
Galmoy/Windgap and Piltown over Clara
and Slieverue.

Fourteen other teams entered the
competition at this stage and there were a
number of high quality close encounters.
Lisdowney squared up to last years county
finalist Galmoy/Windgap and they
overcame them 4-15 to 2-15 in a game
where Niall Brennan and James Phelan
shone brightest despite the best efforts of
Qisin Phelan and Conor Grace. St Martin’s
recorded their first victory at Under 16 level

for a few vyears by defeating
Graignamanagh 2-10 to 2-9. The other tie
of the round of saw Liam Grant carry
Emeralds to a 2-15 to 1-17 victory over
Rower Inistioge.

In the last eight Lisdowney sent out a
statement of intent with a big victory over
St Martin’s, whilst John Lockes & Glenmore
defeated St Lachtain’s and St Patrick’s.
Kilmacow and Emeralds served up a
classic where the southerners only pulled
away in the dying embers of the match.
Kilmacow and Lisdowney saw off the semi
final protagonists in the shape of Glenmore
and John Lockes which signalled that the
two strongest sides were about to clash in
the county final.

On the day before Kilkenny claimed the All
Ireland Final Kilmacow and Lisdowney
served up a thriller in Thomastown that

Mullinavat - Roinn € U16 Champions 2015
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ebbed and flowed like the river Nore beside
it. The return of Gary O’Sullivan from injury
probably tipped the scales in favour of the
Lisdowney men but many of this Kilmacow
team went on to win the U-14 title a few
weeks later. Final score 2-7 to 0-12.
Lisdowney:

Roinn C

Nine teams sought glory in the Duggan
Steel Under 16 Roinn C hurling
championship. In the only first round game
it was a battle of the B teams as O’Loughlin
Gaels gained a big victory over Dicksboro.

The St John'’s outfit quickly followed this up
with an equally impressive victory against
Tullaroan in the quarter final. James
Stephens B defeated Cloneen-Railyard
whilst Mullinavat won out the southern
derby against Carrickshock.

Fenian’s caused something of a minor
upset when they swept aside O’Loughlin
Gaels quite comfortably in the county semi
final whilst Mullinavat just about got the
better of James Stephens B registering a
2-7 to 1-8 win.

A classic unfolded in the county final where
nine goals were shared between the sides.
Oisin Knox proved to be the difference
between the sides banging in five goals.
The sides were level in injury time before
Jordan Clarke proved to be the hero of the
hour landing the winning score to spark
scenes of jubilation, among Mullinavat
supporters.

James Stephens- Roinn C U16 League Champions 2015
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Some Mighty Games All Through

Under 14 Bord na nQOg report by Pado OFlynn PRO

O’Loughlin Gaels Roinn A and Paddy Grace Feile Champions 2015

Roinn A

The 2015 Duggan Steel Under 14 Roinn A
Championship promised much and boy did
it live it up to expectations. Right from the
very off when James Stephens and Erins
Own clashed in the first round of the
championship in Jenkinstown there werw
some mighty games all the way through.
Erins Own eventually hung on for a
deserved one point victory to keep their
momentum going after their league
success.

Prior to that in the preliminary rounds
Thomastown’s burst for goals saw them
overcome a competitive Mooncoin side
whilst Lisdowney and Bennettsbridge had
too much in the tank for Graigue Ballycallan
and Danesfort respectively. In the other
game it took Dunnamaggin all their time
and might to overcome Dicksboro
3-9 to 2-9.

In the quarter finals O’Loughlin had too
much class for Dunnamaggin and
eventually pulled away for victory. Goals
were the order of the day when
Bennestbridge eventually edged out
Lisdowney 6-16 to 4-15 whilst in the other
quarter final St Lachtains overcame
Thomastown.

The semi finals saw Erin’'s Own eventually
come good against a persistent St
Lachtains side and O’Loughlins had simply
too much for an inexperienced
Bennetsbridge side to set up the same final
pairing as 2014.

O'Loughlin Gaels put back to back Under 14

Roinn A Duggan Steel hurling
championships when they defeated league
champions Erin's Own in an epic final in
Ballyragget.

A 2-4 burst just before half time from the
O'Loughlin  Gaels full forward line
transformed a 0-4 to 0-3 deficit to a 2-7 to
0-4 lead. Two early Conor Kelly pointed
frees had put the St Johns outfit into an
early lead before Jack Buggy & Jamie
Maher responded with a point a piece.Jack
Buggy briefly put Erin's Own into the lead
with a converted but Conor Kelly grabbed
his first from play.

A Buggy pointed free again had Comer in
front after the 22nd minute but then the
O'Loughlin Gaels full forward line took hold
of the game. Ethan Kerwick, Mikey Wallace
& Kelly all pointed before Vinnie O'Grady
pounced with the first goal of the game.

Kerwick soon after found Wallace in a good
position and he duly rifled the ball to the roof
of the net to leave the defending champs
nine clear at the interval, 2-7 to 0-4.

A quick Kelly point pushed O'Loughlins
further clear before Buggy registered two
quick points for the 'Comer side. A further
Wallace point was quickly followed by an
Ethan Kerwick goal for the city side. Lesser
teams would have folded but credit to Erin's
Own they immediately hit back with a Chris
Korff goal from a free.

Keelan Ring & Maher grabbed points before
Jack Buggy hit a thundering shot which sent
the green flag waving. Two Conor Kelly
points were responded to with a goal from
relocated full back Dan Coogan which was
soon followed by a Daragh O'Rourke point.
The next score would be vital and it duly
came for O'Loughlin's when the pacy Mikey:

Erin’s Own - Roinn A League Champions & Championship Finalists 2015
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Kilmacow - Roinn B and Feile Champions 2015

Wallace sealed the title for O'Loughlin's with
a fine goal.

Scorers: 0'Loughlin Gaels: Mikey Wallace (2-
2), Conor Kelly (0-7, 0-3 frees, 0-1 65), Ethan
Kerwick (1-2), Vinnie 0'Grady (1-0).

Erin's Own: Jack Buggy (1-5, 0-3 frees), Dan
Coogan & Chris Korff (1-0 each), Jamie Maher
(0-2), Kealan Ring & Darragh O'Rourke (0-1
each)

Erin's Own: Nicky Connolly, Billy O Neill, Dan
Coogan, Lee Holden, Dean Brey, Chris Korff,
Thomas Judge, Conor Clarke, Jack Buggy
(Capt), Kealan Ring, Jamie Maher, Killian
Hogan, Daragh O Rourke, Kevin Holland, Shane
Coogan

Subs: Ashley Kerr, Kevin Smyth, Luca Downey,
Ciaran Meagher, Brian Holland, Cathal O Reilly,
Owen Comerford, Alan Smyth, Liam Doyle

O'Loughlin  Gaels:Ronan Lavelle, Peter
McNamara, David Fogarty, Donal O Leary,
Ciaran Murphy, Jamie Young, Niall Higgins,
Declan Coffey, Charlie Maher, Conor Kelly, Ben
Tyrrell, Jack Sheridan, Vinnie O Grady, Ethan
Kerwick, Mikey Wallace

Subs: Declan Murphy, Niall Flanagan, John
MecNamara, lan O Keefe, Harry Bland, Sean
Lawlor, Jake Hickey, Joe Leydon, Joey Byrne,
James Phelan, William Slattery, Sam
O’Connell, Chase Leefarr, Luke Hennessy,
Matthew Hogan (Inj),Mark Gormley ( Inj).

Roinn B

As was the case in Roinn A, the league
Champions were defeated in the county
final. James Stephens defeated John
Lockes in the preliminary round but were
handed a heavy beating in the next round
by Kilmacow. Piltown, Galmoy/Windgap,
Emeralds, Graignamangh, Dicksboro B and
O’Loughlin’s B all exited in the first round.
In the quarter finals, a Barrow Rangers two
goal blast either side of half time helped
them to see off Glenmore whilst the Rower
Inistioge, Kilmacow and St Martin’s all had
a bit to spare in their defeats of Young
Irelands, Clara and Ballyhale Shamrocks.
The semi finals proved to be close run

affairs with St Martin’s eventually seeing off
Barrow Rangers after getting a mighty
scare, recovering from an eight points deficit
to win. The other semi final proved to be just
as dogged with Kilmacow holding out for a
four point victory against a gallant Rower
Inistioge.

Goals win matches is the simple saying and
in the final, Kilmacow took their chances
whilst St Martin's missed theirs and
ultimately it gave Kilmacow a platform for a
victory which they thoroughly deserved.
Kilmacow got off to a flying start in this
Duggan Steel Under14 Roinn B County
Final when Dylan Moore pounced on a
breaking ball on the edge of the square after
only 30 seconds play. Justin Manning
replied for St Martin's with a huge point from
70 metres.

Keith Butler added two pointed frees for the
Southerners sandwiched between a Ronan
Shore free. The young St Martins half
forward was beginning to get on more ball
and duly picked off a point from out on the
wing.

Points from Colm Lyons, Patrick Ryanand
Tom Costelloe saw Kilmacow into 1-6 to O-
3 half-time lead.

The men from the north of the county
needed a big start to the second half but
instead Dylan Moore had the green flag
waving moments after the restart for
Kilmacow which was followed by a monster
of a free from Brian O'Mara. Keith Butler got
in on the scoring act with a point.

Martin's took over for the next ten minutes
with the introduction of some fresh legs
adding life to their challenge. However for
all their efforts they'd only points from
Ronan Shore (free) and Tristan Roche to
show for their efforts. They simply couldn't
get the goal which would have given their
challenge the oxygen it needed.

Keith Butler's breakaway goal settled the
matter as Kilmacow led from start to finish
to make up for their loss in the national
Féile finals in Belfast.

Scorers: Kilmacow: Keith Butler (1-4, 0-3
frees), Dylan Moore (2-0), Tom Costelloe,
Patrick Ryan, Dean Scully & Brian 0'Mara (0-1
each).

St Martin's: Ronan Shore (0-3, 0-2 frees),
Tristan Roche & Justin Manning (0-1 each).

St Martins - Roinn B and Feile Feile Finalists 2015
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acow: Ronan Leech, Tom Butler, Fergal
fin, Kieran Dowling, Billy Phelan, Brian
ara, Sean Blanchfield, Dean Scully, Patrick
lard Ryan, Dev Lowe, Conor Lyons, Finn
ergan, Keith Butler, Dylan Moore, Tom
tello.

s: Stephen Moore & Eoin Walsh.

Martin’s: Dan Doyle, Paul Murphy, Harry
ly, Matthew Shortall, Andrew Buggy, Justin
nning, Bill Dowling, Tommy Butler, Adam
r, Tristan Roche, James Carrigan, Ronan
re, Donal Coughlan, James Dowling,
agh Quinlan.

s: Shane Fahy, Darragh Coughlan, Jack
rphy, Joe Reid.

- Owen Kenny

innC

Duggan Steel Under 14 Roinn C
ampionship saw 10 teams go to post. In
first rounds Carrickshock edged out
verue by 4-6 to 2-6 in a typical tight
thern derby. In the other first round
e a five goal blast from Fenians saw
m overcome Black & Whites.

quarter finals were largely competitive
h the pick of the games the clash
ween Cloonen/Railyard and Tullogher
sbercon with the northern team emerging
torious on a 2-6 to 1-8 scoreline.
ewhere St Patrick's, Tullaroan and
linavat all had fine victories over Conahy
amrocks, Fenians and Carrickshock
pectively.

he semi-finals the goals rained in with a
| of 21 scored between the two games.
it turned out Mullinavat just had that little
ra pep in their step to over-turn Cloonen
ilyard whilst St Patricks eventually got the
ter of Tullaroan 7-11 to 4-9.

llinavat took the honours in the final on a
where the game ebbed and flowed b
heir goal taking saw them win out 5-7 to
2

Tullaroan - Roinn C League Champions 2015

X z;-" * Fresh meat, fresh fish and fresh flowers.
* Newspapers and magazines.

* Fresh sandwiches and rolls made to order.

Foodmarket
Main Street, Mullinavat

For all your grocery requirements
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CelebrationfandjGontintation!!

CUMANN NA MBUNSCOILEANNA REPORT 2015

QINTPANGRAMions 2015

With the end of the lust year's foothall competitions the Kilkenny Schools’ Board brought the curtain
down on seventy five years of action in schools’ games. Over the winter months, plans were put in place
to honour this remarkable anniversary as the Board reached three quarfers of a century.

In early March, over two hundred gathered in Langfon’s of John Street to celebrate. Board members,
past and present, friends old and new, representatives from National Cumann na mBunscol all came
together for a lovely meal and a night of reminiscing and looking forward. Guest speaker on the night
was Brian Cody, Kilkenny manager and long-fime mentor in St Patrick’s de la Salle in Coote’s Lane.
Liam McCarthy was joined for the evening by Sam Maguire and the great Foothall trophy was very
much in demand throughout the night! Overall, a lovely evening was had by all and a great start was
made to the new hurling year.

The end of the year brought another celebration. To celebrate its golden anniversary Cumann na
mBunscoileanna had produced a history called Caoga Blian Og. With another twenty five years of action,
a new book o remember these years was produced by the Board entitled O Fhds go hAois. Gerry 0'Neill
and Dermot Dunphy were responsible for producing the 324 page full colour which details the history
of the board from 1989 - 2014. Hurling, Foothall, handball and seven-a-side competifions are all covered
with some exira arficles and profiles of county stars who have all won School Board Medals in their
youth! The unveiling of the book was held just before Hallowe'en with the official launch done by Henry
Shefflin, who stars in this book as well as his own well received autobiography.

In between the celebrations, the hurling competitions continued as usual. It's all well to celebrate,
but the show must go on. And go on it did, with another series of great finals. For the second year
running, the Roinn A final went to a replay and for the second year running, the boys of St Canice’s on
the Granges Road carried the day, their victims this year being Thomastown. Glenmore added to the
Roinn B foothall title by winning the hurling version as well as the Corn de Bhaldraithe (Country Cup).

Henry Shefflin Launches “0 Fhds go hAois” with authors Gerry 0'Neill and Dermot Dunphy.

Graiguenamanagh-Skeoughvosteen also doubled up with the Roinn C and Corn O Briain fitles, both at
the expense of brave Carrickshock. Tullaroan continued winning ways with a win in the Roinn D 13-0-
side while the 11-o-side competition was between Windgap and Galmoy. These clubs regularly join
together to compete in Bord na nOg competitions but were thrown into battle where Windgap came out
on fop.

Victories in the INTO Seven-a-sidecompetition were Mooncoin in hurling and St Canice’s in Football,
Camogie and irls' Football. Congrats to all the young children who represented Kilkenny in Croke Park
- Mairtin Gannon (Mooncoin - All-Ireland Hurling Final), Timmy Clifford and Mikey Clifford (St Canice’s
- AlHreland Foothall Semi-Finals) Eva Collins (St Canice’s - Allreland Hurling Semi-Final), Emer Stynes
(St Canice’s) and sarah barcoe (Thomastown - both Allreland Foothall Final).

Congratulations to all the winners in INTO Handball. Over twenty schools participated in A and B competitions
with all the A winners who parficipated in Leinster listed in our results section! Well done all.

Allianz Roinn A League Final
“St Canice’s and Thomastown Finish All Square”
St Canice’s 3-04 Thomastown 2-07

This Allianz Cumann na mBunscoileanna Educational Supplies Roinn A final produced a grandstand
finish to send the game into a replay. With breezy conditions tormenting both sides there was the
feeling that the team that coped best defending against the breeze would hold the advantage. The half
time score of 1-05 to 0-02 in favour of Thomastown suggested that the city side would have it all fo
play for in the second half and this is what they did.

From the throw in at the start the exchanges were franfic. Thomastown drew first blood with a point
while St Canice’s scored two points both from their corner forwards Cillian Hackett and Brian Manogue.
From the tenth minute Thomastown took back control of the game fo open a two point lead. A long ball
out of the Thomastown defence found Naoise Dempsey in the right place and he slotied home his side’s
first goal to open up a considerable lead. St Canice's response was not fo panic keeping the Thomastown
defence on its toes and the Thomastown lead was six points af the break.

St Canice's started the second half positively and added a point from a 65. Thomastown moved the ball
well to create a golden chance for ace corner forward Naoise Dempsey fo finish fo the net. St Canice’s
stormed back into the match and in the fifteenth minute of the half their corner forward Cillian Hackett
found that all important goal that put his side back in the game. A missed chance from a free brought
relief to Thomastown who at this stage were finding the going tough. St Canice’s sent full back Stephen
Dermody into attack and his presence around the square created many problems for Thomastown.
Harry Shine popped up for a sweet point with five minutes fo go and as matters played out if proved
to be a vital score. With a single goal between the teams and Thomastown unable to find that insurance
point as the dlock ticked it looked more and more like this game was not going to be won on the night
and almost on the stroke of full time the all important goal for St Canice’s came from the hurley of
Gillian Hackett. Both teams lived to fight another day. Full time score Canices 3-04 Thomastown 2-07.

St Canices: C Delahunty, N Rowe, S Dermody, T Carroll, M Clifford, R 0’Connor, S Maher, E 0'Neill, D Walsh,
H Shine, P Fitzgerald (Capt), J Carroll, C Hackett, T Clifford, B Manogue. Subs: E Dalfon, A B Smith,
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F 0'Brien, J Doup, T 0’Brien, Z McHardy, C Nolan, E 0"Reilly,
A Dorney, M Raggett, K Moore, 0 Timmons, D Walsh, K Maher.
Thomastown: T Collins, S Forristal, L Mc Nena, T Buckley, J Bambrick,
L Treacy, J Skehan, B Tennyson, Z B Hammond, P Collins, P Mc Donald
(Capt), C Coady, L Connellan, J Knight, N Dempsey. Subs: C Holden,
R Malone, S 0'Neill, L Skehan, A McGowan, D Cullen, C Moore,
C 0'Neill, C Watts, D Fennelly.

Allianz C na mB Educational Supplies
Roinn A Final Replay
Historic 4 in a row for St Canice’s
Canices 5-11 Thomastown 4-1

Not often does the near perfect performance occur in a team sport,
but when it does, it's special. So it was in St John's when St Canice’s
retained the Roinn A hurling fitle against a spirited, talented
Thomastown side.

This replay only happened because of a heroic final ten minutes by
the Granges Road side which gave them the opportunity of a second
chance.

When ref Eddie Mahon called in the captains for the toss, St Canice's
decided to play with the aid of the significant breeze in the first
half. St Canice’s were extremely lucky not to be a goal down after
30 secs when an early Thomastown attack lead to a shot hitting the
post!

The city team soon settled down. The early exchanges were keenly
contested as both sides searched for an early advantage. St Canice’s
opened the scoring with a well taken point from captain Patrick
Fitzgerald who gave a display throughout! Cillian Hackett followed
with perhaps the score of the evening, a lovely point after a super
sidestep”

Timmy Clifford blasted to the net with the next attack, after an assist
from Brian Manogue, and all was looking rosy for St Canice's! But
Thomastown responded quickly a point, followed by a goal, and the
match was back in the melting pot! However five unanswered points
before half fime saw St Canice’s 1-7 to 1-1 to the good at the break.
When Thomastown raised an early green flag early in the new half,
the match was back to a one-score game, and the breeze was at
their backs.

What followed was a dominant performance of the highest quality
from St Canice’s who scored the next 4-2 without reply! It starfed
with a little luck, when a well hit free from Brian Manogue near the
road sideline found its way straight to the net just after
Thomastown's goal. In the next attack, Timmy Clifford scored the
second of his hat frick of goals to set us on our way. Mikey Clifford
converfed two placed balls before Timmy rounded off with his third
goal, David Walsh scored the final goal and the title was St Canice's.
With only minutes left, Thomastown took desperate measures that
saw their big men moved into attack. They did score two late goals-
but St Canice's closed the scoring with a final free from Mikey
Clifford. 511 to 4-1

Thomastown were brave throughout but undoubtedly the day
belonged to St Canice’s who duly completed a four-in-a-row!

Allianz C na mB Toymaster Roinn B Final
Glenmore turn on the style!
Glenmore Ballyfacey 5-10

Tullogher Roshercon 1-4

Glenmore Ballyfacey captured their second ever Allianz Toymaster
C na mB Roinn B title in convincing fashion against a gallant
Tullogher-Roshercon team played in ideal conditions in Nowlan Park.
Both teams must be commended on the incredibly high standard
of hurling witnessed.

Glenmore faced into a stiff breeze in the first half but this didn't
seem fo defer them as they started brightly registering 1-1 in the
opening eight minutes. Tullogher, fo their immense credit ,
thundered into the game and an excellent point from Colman
0'Sullivan who cut in from the right handside lifted their spirits and
when full forward Brian Walsh found the back of the net after 11
minutes, it really was game on. However Glenmore upped their
game. Corner forward Charlie Phelan latched onto a breaking ball
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and made no mistake finding the back of the net and soon followed
up with another well taken goal. Cathal Beirne and lan Byrne also
added two very well taken points to give the Glenmore boys into a
commanding lead after twenty minutes of play. A feature of
Glenmore’s play was their fantastic teamwork and resolute
defending as Tullogher kept coming at them in the search of scores.
Scores were traded by both sides and when referee, Paul Hunston,
brought the first half proceedings to an end shortly after, the
scoreline was Glenmore 3-5 Tullogher 1-2.

Tullogher-Roshercon, who were now against the elements, needed
to make a bright start fo the second half. They certainly did this but
unfortunately for the Tullogher boys it didnt show on the
scoreboard with a great shot agonisingly whistling past the post
three minutes after the resumption. This , spurred Glenmore into
action and they tacked on another 1-3 from the fourth to the tenth
minute, the goal coming from Jack Aylward once again. Balls that
did happen to go through to the Tullogher full forward line were
mopped up by the very good full back line Colman 0'Sullivan and
centre back Simon Kennedy really carried the fight to the Glenmore
boys . Glenmore kicked on again and Byrne scored a beautiful point
along the left sideline this fime off his left side and when nippy
half forward Cathal Beirne added a goal with ten minutes of play
remaining , it left Tullogher with a huge mountain to climb as the
score now read 5-8 to 1-2. One would have to admire the heart and
battling qualities of the Tullogher team as they simply refused fo
throw in the towel. It was fitting that the imperious lan Byrne scored
the last point of the game and when the final whistle went, it was
greeted with huge celebrations from the deserved winners. Indeed,
it was a real team effort from Glenmore with all of their panel
playing a huge part in this victory. The same can be said of Tullogher
who certainly lost nothing in defeat.

Final score: Glenmore 5-10 Tullogher 1-4

Scorers:

Glenmore: lan Byrne (0-8), Jack Aylward (2-0), Charlie Phelan
(2-0), Cathal Beirne (1-1), Evan Halligan(0-1)

Tullogher Roshercon: Colman 0'Sullivan (0-3), Brian Walsh (1-0),
Danny Glennon (0-1)

Tullogher Rosbercon: Pat Doyle, Foin Kennedy, Jamie Power, Brian
0'Shea, Thomas Handrick, Simon Kennedy, Conor Ryan, Jack Mullally,
Lar Murphy, Mikey Handrick, Colman 0’Sullivan, Danny Glennon,
Jamie Brennan, Brian Walsh, Darragh Murphy, Dan Kennedy, Kevin
Aylward, Josh Quinn, Evan Morrissey, Jack Handrick.

Glenmore: Mickey Kirwan, Jack Ryan, Patrick Walsh, Jack Cody, Alex
Hughes, Conor Morrissey, Cian Connick, lan Byrne, Billy Reid, Cathal
Beirne, Jack Aylward, Evan Halligan, Charlie Phelan, James Hendrick,
Paul Murphy, Kevin Saunders, Tomas Mullally, Niall Doolan, Alan
Lacey, Richie Dunphy, Dominic Roche, Jack Barry, Leon Garvey, Colm
Roche, Famon Roche.

Referee : Paul Hunston

Allianz C na mB Top 0il Roinn C Hurling Final
Graig/Skeogh 2-10 Carrickshock 1-9

This Top il Roinn C Hurling Final produced a thrilling game which
remained in the balance right up to the final whistle. On a breezy
evening in Nowlan Park, spectators were treated to an exhibition
of honest, skilful hurling by both teams.

It was the Carrickshock lads who were favoured by the wind in the
first half and they took the lead in the sixth minute with a point
from centre-forward Eoin Crowley. This was quickly followed by a
goal from corner-forward, Ryan Grace as the Carrickshock forward
line enjoyed plenty of possession.

Graig/Skeough had their first score in the eighth minute when
Senan Doyle pointed from play. This was answered by two
Carrickshock points - a free from Denis Walsh and an Eoin Crowley
score from play to leave the score 1-3 to 0-1. Graig/Skeough were
creating some good chances af this stage and Carrickshock 'keeper,
Darragh Dwyer, brought off a couple of outstanding point-blank saves
to keep his team in front. Pierce Blanchfield tagged on a free for
Graig/Skeough and there followed a sustained period of end-to-end
hurling that thrilled the Nowlan Park attendance. The final score of
the half was a point for Graig/Skeough fo leave just a goal between
the sides at the break - Carrickshock 1-3 : Graig/Skeough 0-3.
Carrickshock, now playing info the strong wind, extended their lead
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to four points with an Eoghan 0'Neill free. Graig/Skeough landed
three of the next four points, however, with two frees and a '65
from Senan Doyle. When Eoghan O'Neill converted a free for
Carrickshock halfway through the second period, it left the score at
1-6 to 0-6.

Then came a crucial point in the match. Ryan Grace, who had scored
the Carrickshock goal in the first half, was now playing in the
goalkeeper's position and produced an outstanding save at full-
stretch. The resulting ‘65, however, took a deflection as it dropped
and ended in the net. Carrickshock regained the lead with another
Eoghan O'Neill free, but a point from Michael Sheehy and a free
from Senan Doyle put Graig/Skough ahead for the first time in the
game, 1-8 to 1-7. The sides traded points in the whirlwind of the
last five minutes and Padraig Lennon then levelled the game for
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Carrickshock with a point from play. With only a minute of normal
time remaining, a draw looked to be in prospect. However, a great
point from Michael Sheehy, put Graig/Skeough in front again. The
victory was sealed in style during injury time as Simon Connollly
produced a blinding burst of speed down the left to connect with a
breaking ball and finish o the Carrickshock net.

For the winners, Pierce Blanchfield (captain) led the attack with
great resolve and was ably supported by Sam Byrne and Daire
Murphy. Liam Cahill and Michael Pendergast were very solid in
defence and ‘keeper Ryan Murphy made some vital saves.
Carrickshock had fantastic performances from centre-back Padraig
Lennon and Denis Walsh af mid-field. Eoin Crowley, Jack McGuirk
and Eoghan O'Neill all had fine games as had both Darragh Dwyer
and Ryan Grace on goal.
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Graig/Skeough Scorers: Senan Doyle 0-6, Pierce Blanchfield 1-1, Ger
Prentice 0-1, Simon Connolly 1-0, Michael Sheehy 0-2.
Carrickshock Scorers: Eoin Crowley 0-3, Ryan Grace 1-0, Eoghan
0'Neill 0-4 (frees), Padraig Lennon 0-1 and Denis Walsh 0-1 (free).
Graig/Skeough : Ryan Murphy, Jack Ryan, Liam Cahill, Daire Moran,
Sedn Lanigan, Michael Pendergast, Kian Murphy, Tom 0'Shea, Gerard
Prentice, Daire Murphy, Pierce Blanchfield (Capt.) Senan Doyle, Jack
Dunne, Sam Byrne and Michal Sheehy.

Subs: Ted Dunne, Jack Kennedy, Ivan Bolger, Shane Cleary, Greg
Hoban, Ultan Irwin, Simon Connolly.

Carrickshock; Darragh Dwyer, James 0'Shea, Jack McGuirk, Patrick
Hickey, Stephen Neville, Padraig Lennon, Tomds Barron, Shane
Fennelly, Oisin Doyle (Capt.), Adam Long, Foin Crowley, Mason
Byrnes, Ryan Grace, Foghan 0'Neill, Denis Walsh.

Subs: Tom Lodge, Edward Dwyer, Larry 0'Shea, Josh Dineen, Andrew
Fitzpatrick, Joseph 0’Connell, Michael 0'Shea, Joseph Aylward, Conor
Brennan, Chris Audoire.

Allianz G na mB Top 0il Roinn D Final
“Two in a Row for Tullaroan”
Tullaroan 6-2 St Canice’sB 2-1

Tullaroan retained their title in the Allianz C na mB/Top Oil Roinn
D league final played out in splendid conditions at Nowlan Park.
This competifion was introduced initially for the smaller schools who
siruggled fo field 15 a side teams but last year it was revised even
further to include the second teams of the larger ity schools. This
gave the division a greater competitive edge and gave the chance
for players in larger schools to experience playing hurling for their
schools. Tullaroan have perfected this form of school’s hurling and
might now look at returning fo full 15 a side competition where
the standard of play is really pitched at their level.

Tullaroan’s start left the attendance in no doubt of their intent, and
on three minutes they won a penalty. It was taken “one on one”
and Richard Cash crashed to the net. Within five minutes centre
forward Bill Walton also found the net with a fine goal . A pointed
free during this purple patch for Tullaroan had them firmly in the
driving seat. St Canices began to find their rhythm in the twelfth
minute when Oisin Timmons cut through the Tullaroan defence to
bag himself a well taken goal. Oisin was back tormenting the
Tullaroan rearguard again three minutes later when he blasted
another shot fo the net. Now only a point separated the teams and
the very considerable breeze favoured Tullaroan. Tullaroan
gathered a ball way out under the stand and fired towards goal it
didn't look threatening but it made its way o the net and it brought
a sigh of relief from the whole team. When the half time whistle
sounded Tullaroan enjoyed a four point lead but they would doubt
that this margin would suffice when on resume of play the aid of
the wind would be with St Canice's.

The start of the second half removed any doubt about the wind
advantage. Super sub Amy Cleere, Tullaroan, finished a fine strike
to the net fo open a seven point lead after three minutes. The in
form Bill Walton at the cenire of all attacks fired over a point to
drive his tfeam onwards. It was all Tullaroan now. St Canice’s few
attacks produced little threat and two goals within two minutes of
each other sealed victory for Tullaroan. Aaron Dorney tried very
hard to lift St Canice’s spirits and he scored a lovely point on the
18th minute which really ended their score tally for the half. On the
final whistle Tullaroan were wild with joy and co captains Brendan
Walsh and Richard Cash accepted the cup on behalf of all their
fellow heroes.

Tullaroan: N Holland, P 0'Mahony, T Dillon, J Cash, R Cash, E Og
Holland, B Walsh, L Walsh, J Walton, B Walfon, P 0g Mulligan,
G Dunne, B Keagh. Subs: Amy Cleere, Ella Dillon, Sinead Murphy,
Aislinn Treacy

St Canice’s B: B Dunne, D Walsh (Capt), S Tynan, L Loli, C Nolan
E0Reilly, M Raggett, Z Mc Hardy, J Kelly, O Timmons, K Moore,
A Dorney, J Keane. Subs: N Doheny, K Maher, P Conroy, M Kelleher,
J Duop T 0'Brien C Kavanagh, K Maher, M Carroll J Culleton, C John
C Farrell, DJ Delaney

:

Allianz C na mB TOP 0il Roinn E Final
Windgap win through!
Windgap 4-9 Galmoy 2-2

The Allianz C na mB Finals got off to a lively start in Nowlan Park
when Windgap tasted victory in the TOP Qil Roinn E Final. This
competition might have originated to cater for the small rural
schools, it is played as an 11-a-side competition, but it was big on
enterfainment.

Although Galmoy had first use of the strong breeze, it was Windgap
who opened the scoring with a good goal after four minutes when
Zac Kennedy finished off a lovely passing move! Galmoy were quick
to respond, Matt Delaney firing over a lovely point hefore Billy
Drennan converted a free. Windgap began to get a grip on the game
after that and their pressure paid off with a goal for Mark McCoy
followed by a point a piece for Jack Doyle and McCoy. Galmoy found
it difficult to stay with their physically stronger opponents. Sean
Purcell fed Mark McCoy who goaled again and Zac Kennedy scored
a third Windgap goal to leave the half-time score Windgap 3-2
Galmoy 0-2.

Galmoy had a huge task on their hands now facing the breeze and
asizeable Windgap lead. Jack Doyle pointed again and Zac Kennedy
completed his hat frick and Galmoy were in deep trouble. They
refused fo give in, Billy Drennan made a great run which ended
with a foul and the first one on one penalty in a Kilkenny Schools’
Final. Billy took the penalty and made bit of hurling history giving
goalie Killian Enright no chance with his well taken goal.
Windgap were not going to be denied however, and jack Doyle
slotted two quick points in reply. Jay Maguire made good stops in
the Galmoy goal but further pointsfrom McCoy, Doyle and Kennedy
sealed victory for Windgap. Galmoy fought to the end with Billy
Drennan capping a marvellous performance with his second goal.
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Windgap were worthy winners but Galmoy can fake grat pride in
gritty display.

Scorers: Windgap: Zak Kennedy 3-1, Jack Doyle 0-6, Mark McCoy 1-
2. Galmoy: Billy Drennan 2-1, Matt Delaney 0-1.

Windgap: Killian Enright, Sean Barron, Sean Purcell, Adam 0'Shea,
Foin 0'Brien, Blade 0'Gorman, Sontae Jackson, Niall 0'Brien, Jack
Doyle, Mark McCoy (Capt), Zac Kennedy. Subs: Killian Doyle, Karl
McCoy, Shane Houlihan, Foin Freaney, Cian Horgan, Cliodna 0’Shea,
James Purcell, Jack 0’Shea, Kyle 0'Callaghan, Liam Conalty.
Galmoy: Jay Maguire, David Sherman, Kellyann Ryan, Aine Duggan,
James Darcy, Billy Drennan, Matt Delaney (Capt), Callum Lonergan,
Daniel Hanrahan, Niall Drennan, Rohan Lonergan. Subs: Kassia-Belle
McNamara Tully, Darren Kelly, Kate Doyle, Laura Phelan, John
Dermody, Colman Moloney, PJ Delaney.

Allianz C na mB Corn de Bhaldraithe Final
Strong Glenmore win in thriller!
Glenmore 3-10 Mooncoin 5-3

A strong performance saw Glenmore charge back from an early
sethack to beat Mooncoin and land the Corn de Bhaldraithe spoils.
Aided by a stiff breeze Mooncoin raced info an early lead thanks to
an Adam Croke goal and a point from Liam Hogan. Despite that
sethack, Glenmore settled into the game and made light of the
elements. By the 20th minte Charlie Byrne, Jack Aylward and Cathal
Byrne had all hit the back of the Mooncoin net, full forward James
Hendrick provider in chief with two deft passes. lan Byrne added
three points and Mooncoin looked to be in trouble, but a quick 2-1
from Oisin Hennebery towards the end of the half left the score at
the break Glenmore 3-3 Mooncoin 3-2.

Having hurled against the wind in the first half Glenmore were well
placed to drive on and began the second half quickly with points



little threat and two goals within two minutes of each other sealed victory for
Tullaroan. Aaron Dorney fried very hard to lift St Canice’s spirits and he scored
a lovely point on the 18th minute which really ended their score tally for the
half. On the final whistle Tullaroan were wild with joy and co captains
Brendan Walsh and Richard Cash accepted the cup on behalf of dll their
fellow heroes.

Tullaroan: N Holland, P 0’Mahony, T Dillon, J Cash, R Cash, E Og Holland, B Walsh, L Walsh, J Walton,

B Walton, P 0g Mulligan, G Dunne, B Keogh. Subs: Amy Cleere, Ella Dillon, Sinead Murphy, Aislinn
Treacy

St Canice’s B: B Dunne, D Walsh (Capt), S Tynan, L Loli, C Nolan, E 0'Reilly, M Raggett, Z Mc Hardy,

J Kelly, 0 Timmons, K Moore, A Dorney, J Keane.

Subs: N Doheny, K Maher, P Conroy, M Kelleher, J Duap T 0Brien C Kavanagh, K Maher, M Carroll

J Culleton, C John C Farrell, DJ Delaney.

SCOREBOARD 2015
Educational Supplies’ Roinn A
St Canice’s 34 Thomastown 2-7
St Canice's 511 Thomastown  4-1
Toymaster Roinn B
Glenmore 5-10 Tullogher Roshercon 1-4
TOP Ol Roinn C
Graig/Skeoughvosteen 2-10 Carrickshock 1-9
TOP Oil Roinn D
Tullaroan 6-2 St. Canice's 21
TOP 0il Roinn E
Windgap 49 Galmoy 22
Allianz Corn de Bhaldraithe
Glenmore 310 Mooncoin ~ 5-3
Allianz Corn 0 Brigin
Graig/Skeoughvosteen 4-6 Carrickshock  3-7
INTO Mini-Sevens Hurling Mooncoin
INTO Mini-Sevens Foothall St. Canice's
INTO Mini-Sevens Camogie St. Canice's
INTO Mini-Sevens Girls Foothall St. Canice's
INTO Mini-Sevens Handball

Girls Boys
Under 11 Singles Amy Brennan (Moneenroe) Daniel Hanrahan (Galmoy)
Under 11 Doubles Lauren Power Conor Holden

Holly Byrne (Firoda) Kyle Jordan (Thomastown)
Under 13 Singles Noelle Dowling (Muckalee) Billy Drennan (Galmoy)
Under 13 Doubles Kelly Ann Duggan Sedn Purcell

Aine Duggan (Galmoy) ~ Eoin 0Brien (Windgap)

Allianz C na mB TOP 0il Roinn E Final
Windgap win through!
Windgap 4-9 Galmoy 2-2

The Allianz C na mB Finals got off to a lively start in Nowlan Park when
Windgap tasted victory in the TOP Oil Roinn E Final. This competition might
have originated to cater for the small rural schools, it is played as an 11-a-
side competition, but it was big on entertainment.

Although Galmoy had first use of the strong breeze, it was Windgap who
opened the scoring with a good goal after four minutes when Zac Kennedy
finished off a lovely passing move! Galmoy were quick to respond, Matt
Delaney firing over a lovely point before Billy Drennan converted a free.
Windgap began to get a grip on the game after that and their pressure paid
off with a goal for Mark McCoy followed by a point a piece for Jack Doyle
and McCoy. Galmoy found it difficult fo stay with their physically stronger
opponents. Sean Purcell fed Mark McCoy who goaled again and Zac
Kennedy scored a third Windgap goal to leave the half-time score Windgap
3-2 Galmoy 0-2.

Galmoy had a huge task on their hands now facing the breeze and a sizeable
Windgap lead. Jack Doyle pointed again and Zac Kennedy completed his
hat trick and Galmoy were in deep trouble. They refused to give in, Billy
Drennan made a great run which ended with a foul and the first one on one
penalty in a Kilkenny Schools’ Final. Billy took the penalty and made bit of St Canices - Mini 7's Football Winners 2015
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save from Darragh Dwyer and was on hand to finish to the net. For Carrickshock, Josh Dineen got on
the end of a great cross to finish to the net in fine style. Two pointed frees from Eoghan 0'Neill kept
the ‘Shocks out in front by a single goal 2-07 to 2-04 and nobody was checking their texts such was
the intensity of the game. Graigue Skeough continued to defend stubbornly and when a fine save was
pounced on by Tom 0'Shea, he levelled matters again with a fine goal. It now became a matter of who
was going fo blink first. Eoghan 0'Neill appeared to have secured the all important score that would
send Carrickshock over the victory line with his goal late in the half but when substitute Greg Hoban
goaled again he was hailed a hero as Graigue-Skeough claimed the Tommy 0'Brien cup for the second
year in a row.

Graigue-Skeough: R Murphy, J Ryan, L Cahill, D Moran, S Lanigan, M Prendergast, K Murphy, T 0’Shea,
G Prentice, D Murphy, P Blanchfield (Capt), S Doyle, J Dunne, S Byrne, M Sheehy.

Subs: T Dunne, J Kennedy, | Bolger, S Cleary, G Hoban, U Irwin, S Connolly

Carrickshock: D Dwyer, J 0'Shea, J McGuirk, P Hickey, S Neville, P Lennon, T Barron, S Fennelly, 0 Doyle
(Capt), A Long, E Crowley, M Byrnes, R Grace, E 0'Neill, D Walsh.

Subs: T Lodge, E Dwyer, L 0'Shea, J Dineen, A Fitzpatrick, J 0’Connell, M 0’Shea, J Aylward, C Brennan.

KILKENNY CUMANN NA mBUNSCOILEANNA Photo: Eoin Hennessy
Officers & Reps Past & Present at 75th Anniversary Dinner February 2015
Back: Dermot Dunphy, Jim Neary, Tom Hickey, Pat O'Neill, Richie Mulrooney, Niall Bergin, Jim Murphy, Damian Aylward, John Byrne, Tomas O'Dowd, Tom
O'Brien, Richie Tierney, Richie Walsh, Padraig O'Neill, Tom Duggan, John Cooney, Brian Cody.
Front: Paul Kinsella, Dick O'Neill, Joe Dunphy, Jim Fennelly, Brendan O'Sullivan, Mark Connolly,

Fr Liam Dunne, Tommie Hayes, Ned Quinn, John Knox.

MICHAEL CROTTY

] L}.-:-:;.I:.‘q_\_
I1ER

77 High Street, Kilkenny.
Telephone: 056 - 7721038/ 7765147 Fax 056 7751416

5 Rose Inn Street, Kilkenny.
Telephone: 056 - 7765147 Fax: 056 - 7765147

Congratulations to All Cumann na mBunscoileanna Winners in 2015
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SEAN TYRRELL R.I.P.

Sean Tyrrell, President CLG Sheamuis Stiophain

The GAA community in Kilkenny was
particularly saddened to hear of the passing of
Sean Tyrrell on 15 January 2015. Aged 83,
Sean had lived a full life, a great family man, a
great community man and a great GAA man. He
was predeceased by his wife May, from whose
loss two vyears previously, he had never
recovered. Sean and May reared a family of
twelve children, nine boys and three girls, many
of whom have gone on to make major
contributions to Gaelic life.

At his graveside, Liam Tyrrell, Vice President of
James Stephens GAA club paid a glowing
tribute to Sean’s huge influence on his beloved
club James Stephens and Kilkenny County
Board.

Sean was born in Barrack St. in 1931 and
attended The Lake School and St. John’s De La
Salle. His first hurling title was the schools u14
championship in 1943. Having finished school,
he worked for a time in the Kilkenny Journal
newspaper and in Green Vale Woollen Mills on
the Bleach Road, both long gone. In 1950 he
was approached by his cousin Mick ‘Weeks’
Tyrrell to take up an apprenticeship as a
painter/decorator. Around that time St. John’s
club folded and he joined the Village, who were
also in the doldrums. Mick Tyrrell, father of
current club Vice President Liam, was an All
Ireland senior (1935) and minor (1931) medal
winner and was an outstanding club hurler.
Sean played with the club throughout the
decade until his retirement in 1959. In the days
when full back lines were the preserves of hardy
men, Sean was a powerful corner back and
team captain when James Stephens won the
county junior title in 1955. He went on to captain
Kilkenny to the All Ireland junior title in 1956,
leading a team that included later All Ireland
senior winners Jim Link Walsh, Tom Walsh and
Denis Heaslip. The final was played in New
Eltham, London, with Kilkenny defeating London
by 5-2 to 2-8. The journey and brief experience
in the world’s largest city at the time was a truly

remarkable one for a group of young men who
had never been outside their own province!

Following his retirement from playing, he
became involved on the club committee as an
officer and team selector. Along with Bill Cody
and Sean Georgie Leahy, Sean was a major
influence in guiding the resurgence of the
Village in the late 1960s and ‘70s. He was a
senior selector throughout the glorious decade
of the 1970s when James Stephens won three
Kilkenny senior titles and were first Leinster club
team to be crowned All Ireland club hurling
champions in 1976. He was a Kilkenny senior
hurling selector in 1970/71.

Sean served as County Board and Northern
Board delegate from 1971 to 1980 and 1986 to
2008, promoting and defending the cause of
James Stephens with common-sense, fairness
and integrity, hallmarks of the man. But Sean
contributed far more than that. His interest was
in helping the Board promote hurling at every
level. Sean did not seek officerships but acted
as a sounding board and support to a host of
outstanding GAA officials, Mick O’Neill, Paddy
Grace, Ted Carroll, Tommy Murphy and, in
particular Ned Quinn. His house opposite
Nowlan Park was the scene for many animated
discussions on the development of Kilkenny
GAA. Sean served on a host of county board
committees and was highly respected for his
sound advice and support.

He was universal choice succeeded Bill Cody
as President of James Stephens in 2002, a
mark of the esteem in which he was held by the
membership and an honour of which he was
immensely proud.

He was a warm and sunny personality with a
great sense of humour. Sean possessed a great
turn of phrase and had a terrific memory, which
qualities made him a wonderful raconteur.

Sean’s family continues to have an
extraordinary involvement in the GAA with

i
Sean and May Tyrrell meet President
and Martin McAleese

several members of his family working actively
in each of the three city clubs and grandchildren
playing with all three clubs. His final guard of
honour, one of the largest seen in Kilkenny for
many years, comprised members of James
Stephens, O’Loughlins, Dicksboro and the
County Board as the GAA community paid well
merited tribute to a man of honour, passion and
great integrity.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam dilis.
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Kilkenny - all Ireland JH Champions 1956 - Sean Tyrrell (Captain) 3rd from left.
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Rome J Hartman Producer, '60 Minutes Sporis'

As a producer at 60 Minutes Sports,
a key part of my job is to find out as
much as | can about whatever sub-
ject we’re preparing a segment on.
Usually I'm starting from a pretty
solid base of knowledge. After all,
I'm a life-long sports fan, and I've
produced dozens of stories some-
how connected to sports. For exam-
ple, we’re currently working on a
profile of a top golfer. | know golf.
I've played it for years. I'm sur-
rounded by people who love the
game, and my brother-in-law is a
golf writer who has a wealth of
knowledge he’s willing to share.

But when correspondent Jack Ford came to me in the spring of
2015 and said “Let’s do a story about hurling,” the only response |
could muster up was “what’s hurling?” That conversation has been
repeated many times in the months since. “What are you working
on, Rome?” “I'm doing a story about hurling.” “Hurling? Is that the
game where they slide a smooth stone down a lane of ice?” “No,
that’s curling.” “OK, so what’s hurling?”

These days, of course, you’re only a few keystrokes away from the
answer to any question, so it didn’t take me long to get the basic

information. Hurling is a game played mostly in Ireland, where its
roots are deep and broad. It has been called both the oldest field
game on earth and the fastest game on earth. Fifteen men to a
side, a hurley and a sliotar, three points in the goal and one point
over. A single Google search gave me the basics, and led me to
more than a few eye-opening YouTube videos.

Then the REAL work started. 60 Minutes Sports is not the kind of
place where you can do a few internet searches and declare your-
self an expert. | began a research project that lasted months, be-
ginning with scores of phone calls, Skype conversations and e-mail
exchanges. Those were followed by a research trip to Ireland in
June, and the project culminated in a ‘shooting’ trip with camera
crews in early September. During that September shoot, we filmed
interviews with lIrish President Michael D. Higgins, journalist
Damian Lawlor, and former players Henry Shefflin and Donal Og
Cusack. We visited St. Kierans College in Kilkenny, attended the
All Ireland Hurling Final in Croke Park, and then followed the Liam
MacCarthy cup through the streets of Kilkenny and into Ballyhale.

Two of my first conversations in the early stages of research set
the stage for and shaped the final story in important ways. | con-
tacted journalist Damian Lawlor, then read his Book Fields of Fire,
which tells (as its subtitle puts it) “the inside story of hurling’s great
renaissance.” It documents Kilkenny’s 21st century hurling dynasty,
as well as attempts by other Irish counties to challenge that domi-

Scores of hurls outside St Patrick’s Church at St Kieran’s Student Mass.
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nance. | also reached out to Seamus
Reade, the public relations officer for
Kilkenny’s county GAA organization.

Both Seamus and Damian displayed a gen-
erosity of time and spirit that set the tone
for nearly everyone | encountered along the
way in Ireland, whether on the phone or in
person. People simply put aside what they
were doing to share their expertise and help
make our story as good as it could be. This
was true at the Kilkenny GAA, at Croke
Park, at RTE Sport...everywhere and
everyone. During my research trip, Henry
Shefflin gave up his lunch hour while work-
ing at the Bank of Ireland to sit down and
meet with me, then met me again on Sat-
urday morning at his home pitch in Bally-
hale. When | visited Cork, Donal Og
Cusack picked me up after his workday at
Johnson & Johnson ended, and drove me
to his home village of Cloyne to give me an
in-person illustration of the role the local

GAA plays in that community. When | went
to St. Kieran’s College in Kilkenny, Adrian
Finan devoted most of a day to ‘educating’
me about the school and the game.

Near the end of that same research ftrip, |
was finally able to attend my first-ever hurl-
ing match at Nowlan Park on June 21.
Kilkenny vs. Wexford. Seamus arranged for
Barrie Henriques to meet me in the press
box, sit next to me during the game, and ‘in-
terpret’ for my un-trained eyes the fast-
paced action | was seeing on the field.
Needless to say (but | will), seeing a match
in person far surpasses any YouTube
video, and having someone with Barrie’s
expertise to guide me through the match
was the best learning experience | could
have asked for. Barrie told me lots of stories
that day as well...some of them may even
have been true.

The Irish people have a very special sport
in hurling. The men who play it at the high-
est level display skill, stamina and courage
on the pitch that puts athletes in most other
sports to shame. Off the pitch, they display
humility, grace, and a ‘grounded-ness’ that
is very rare in modern sport. They are con-
nected to their communities, and committed
to their clubs, in a way that is refreshing for
any true American sports fan.

I’m not sure the sport will ever really be ‘ex-
ported’ much beyond Ireland and Irishmen.
But it deserves to be. I'm not sure that a
grassroots organization like the GAA can or
will ever be replicated elsewhere. But the
world would be a better place if it could. And
for a journalist trying to learn as much about
the sport as he could as quickly as he
could, the phrase “you’re very welcome”
was, well, very welcome.

THOMAS BUTLER
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20th All-Ireland Secured for Kierans

ST KIERAN’S - ALL IRELAND COLLEGES SH CHAMPIONS 2015

All lreland SH Colleges Final 2015
By Michael O'leary

Back ROW: Daniel 0’Connor, Conor Byrne, Brian Kirwan, Joe Connolly, James Mullally, Aidan Nolan, Tommy Walsh, Billy Ryan, Eoghan Kearney.
3rd Row: Robert O’Flynn, Edmond Delaney, Kevin Murphy, Martin Keoghan, Ben Lawlor, Geoff Brennan, Juson Barcoe, Sean Carey, Niall Walsh, Victor Costelloe, Mr Ger Flood (trainer).
2nd Row: Mr Ken Maher (trainer), Jonathan Barron, Kevin Brennan, Adrian Mullen, Richie Leahy, Edward Moylan, Michael Cody, William Spencer, Sean Brennan, Eamonn Fennelly, Darren Mullen, Evan Carroll,

Mr Liam Smith (trainer).

Front Row: Eumon Egan, Jack Keoghan, Jason Byrne, Jason Cleere, Liam Blanchfield, Sean Morrissey (captain), Ray Lahart, Eoin Walsh, Tadhg O’Dwyer and Shane Byrne.

St. Kierans College defended the All-Ireland
Colleges title for the 5th time in their history
as they secured their 20th All-Ireland title
defeating Thurles CBS in a thrilling final on the
Easter weekend in Semple Stadium, Thurles.
Having defeat Borris Vocational School to win
the Leinster League Final just before
Christmas last year, attention turned to the
championship once the new year beckoned,
and Kierans began the campaign against their
city rivals Kilkenny CBS in a repeat of last
years Leinster and All-Ireland Finals.

Kierans prevailed 1-14 to 2-3, but it was all
square at the interval 0-6 to 1-3.

Victory over their city rivals set-up a Provincial
Semi-Final clash with Good Counsel of New
Ross, and it was much more straightforward
for Kierans from the word go.

Having led 0-8 to 0-0 after 15 minutes, and 0-
14 to 0-2 at half-time, Kierans ran out
resounding 1-18 to 0-5 winners with Tadhg
O’Dwyer scoring a superb individual solo goal
early in the second-half.

St. Peter College of Wexford provided the
opposition in the Leinster Final, and despite
Kierans shooting several wides, they

(Foin Hennessy)

St. Kieran's College Senior Hurling captain,
Sean Morrissey, lifts the cup after the All-Ireland
Final in Semple Stadium. (Photo: Eoin Hennessy)

111

eventually won 1-14 to 1-6.

In a low scoring first-half, Kierans led 0-5 to 0-
4, but they were setback early in the
second-half when John Lee Meyler grabbed
a St. Peters goal.

However, Kierans responded and they added
three points in quick succession to regain the
lead, before establishing control with a 34th
minute goal from Richie Leahy. 1-8 to 1-4.
There was no way back for the Wexford
school afterwards, and Kierans were in control
afterwards as they claimed their 53rd Leinster
Colleges Title.

Next up was an All-Ireland Quarter-Final clash
on St. Patricks weekend against St. Francis
College Rochestown of Cork with Kierans
prevailing 2-11 to 0-10.

Kierans trailed 0-5 to 0-2 after 17 minutes, but
by half-time, they had turned it around and a
Tadhg O’Dwyer goal in the 28th minute gave
them a 1-5 to 0-5 lead at the interval.

The All-Ireland Champions stretched the
advantage to five points by the midway point
of the second-half, but the Harty Cup Finalists
fought back to trail by just two points with 5
minutes remaining.



St. Kieran's College Senior Hurling management, Liam Smith, Ger Flood and Ken Maher with Adrian Finan, Vice-Principal, St. Kieran's College,

Dermot Ryan, President, St. Kieran's College and John Curtis, Principal, St. Kieran's College, with the All-Ireland Colleg

cup in Semple Sta-

dium. (Photo: Eoin Hennessy)

However, Kierans dug deep and Jason Byrne pointed from a superbly
executed sideline cut, before substitute Niall Walsh ensured their semi-
final place when slamming home having been set up by Billy Ryan.
A week later, Kierans played Presentation Athenry, and after a long
struggle, they qualified for another All-Ireland Final winning 0-19 to O-
17.

In a superb contest, the sides were level at 0-9 each at the interval,
and with Evan Niland performing superbly for the Athenry school, the
sides remained level until the 55th minute. 0-15 each.

Joe Connolly and Richie Leahy pointed as Kierans grabbed the game
by the scruff of the neck, but Athenry to their fought back and they drew
level with points from a Niland free and Brian Burke as the match
appeared to be heading for extra-time.

Kierans though displayed the grittiest of determination and they
grinded out victory when late points from Sean Morrissey and Connolly
sealed the deal to set-up an All-Ireland Final showdown with Harty Cup
Champions Thurles CBS on Easter weekend.

The stern test that Kierans received in their semi-final clash stood to
them, and it also proved that they could win when their backs were
against the wall.

Kierans made a bright start, and they built up a 0-4 to 0-1 lead after 10
minutes with points from Billy Ryan, Ray Lahart(free), Liam Blanchfield
and Sean Morrissey.

Thurles CBS responded and a Michael Connors goal drew them level
before edging ahead from a Niall Heffernan free. 1-2 to 0-4.

Kierans replied, and a Ray Lahart goal in the 17th minute regained the
lead. 1-4 to 1-2.

Buoyed on by that goal, Kierans stretched the lead to five points 1-9
to 1-4 with points been added from Billy Ryan(2), Lahart(Free) and

Tadhg O’Dwyer, before Thurles CBS narrowed the gap by the interval.
1-10to 1-7.

Scoring weren't as frequent throughout the second-half as Kierans
continue to keep the Tipp school at bay.

Jack Skehan and Niall Heffernan pointed early after the restart to leave
the minimum between the sides, before Kierans replied and exerted
control with points from Richie Leahy, Niall Lahart(2) and Jason Byrne
to restore their 5 point lead entering the closing quarter. 1-14 to 1-9.
Thurles CBS tried manfully, but Kierans still led by 4 points as injury-
time beckoned. 1-15to 1-11.

Robbie Long pointed to narrow the deficit to three points, and that
ensured a tense last few seconds.

The Tipp school were awarded a free inside the Kierans half well into
injury-time.

However, the Kierans defence held firm with Tommy Walsh, Jack
Keoghan and Jason Cleere leading the way as they recorded their 20th
All-lreland Colleges title.

St. Kierans College Team All-Ireland Final:

Adrian Mullen (Ballyhale Shamrocks); Michael Cody (Dunnamaggin),
Tommy Walsh (Tullaroan), Jack Keoghan (Tullaroan); J Barron
(Thomastown), Jason Cleere (Bennettshridge), Eoin Walsh
(Lisdowney); Jason Byrne (Clara) (0-1), Richie Leahy (Rower-
Inistioge)(0-2); Sean Morrissey (Bennetisbridge)(0-2),(Captain) Liam
Blanchfield (Bennetisbridge) (0-1), Joe Connolly (Clara); Ray Lahart
(James Stephens) (1-5 0-4 frees), Billy Ryan (Graigue-Ballycallan (0-
3), Tadhg 0’Dwyer (James Stephens) (0-1).

Subs: Eamonn Egan (Graigue-Ballycallan) for Barron (47 mins), Niall
Walsh (Windgap) for Connolly (48), Eoghan Kearney (Dunnamaggin)
for Walsh (57), Martin Keoghan for Walsh (62).
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AROUND THE COLLEGES

ST KIERAN’S PANEL WHICH DEFEATED KK CBS IN LEINSTER JUNIOR A COSGRAVE CUP FINAL
Jesse Roberts,Ciar-n Brennan, Tommy Ronan, Eoin OiShea, James Phelan, Eoin Wall, Brian Staunton, Daithi Barron, Diarmuid Phelan,
Eoin Moylan, Evan Shefflin, Adrian Mullan [capt], Jamie Young, Rory Lodge,Luke Murphy, Ciaran Hogan, Adam Tallis, Dacel Fwamba,
Cian Dawson, Ciaran Brennan, Mark Nolan, Tom Dunphy, Cillian Egan, Ryan Scanlon, Conor Murphy, Conor OiKeeffe, Jack Nolan,
Liam Brennan-Smith, Ross Whelan.

BORRIS CS WHO DEFEATED CASTLECOMER CS IN LEINSTER JUNIOR HURLING C SHIELD FINAL 2-15 TO 1-13
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Best of luck for 2016
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CASTLECOMER CS - LEINSTER JUNIOR HURLING C SHIELD FINALISTS 2015

KIERANS JUVENILE SQUAD WHO DEFEATED KK
CBS BY 2-10 TO 0-14 IN THE
LEINSTER A FINAL BARRY CUP
Included are:Harry Walsh (Dunamaggin), Conor
Kelly (0’Loughlin Gaels), Conor Hoban (Dunam-
aggin), Ruairi Breen (Barrow Rangers)t, Eric
Kearney (James Stephens), Conor Murphy (Ben-
netshridge), Mark Nolan (Dickshoro) (Capt.),
Dacel Fwamba (0’Loughlin Gaels), Ciardn Bren-
nan (Bennetshridge), Padraic O’Neill (Young Ire-
lands, Gowran), George Murphy
(Rower-Inistioge), Aaron Brennan (Graigue-Bal-
lycallan), Danny Coyne (Bennetshridge), Jamie
Young (OiLoughlin Gaels), Eoin Cody (Ballyhale
Shamrocks), Conor Kealy (Clara), Daragh Corco-
ran (Ballyhale Shamrocks), Jack Brennan (Young
Irelands,Gowran), P-draig Moylan (Dickshoro),
Martin OiConnell (Clara), Adam Fitzpatrick
(Dunamaggin), Daragh Maher (St. Lachtainis
Freshford), Cian Kenny (James Stephens), Liam
Fennelly (James Stephens), Adam OiBrien
(Graigue-Ballycallan), Barry Lennon (Bennets-
bridge), Jason Butler (James Stephens), Dylan
Carey (Young Irelands,Gowran), Jack Roche-
Callan (John Lockes, Callan), Eoin Walsh (Bally-
hale Shamrocks), Eoin Guilfoyle (James
Stephens).

o ” N, b
gt i = ey . : :
COLAISTE MHUIRE, JOHNSTOWN TEAM WHO DEFEATED ST MARY'S CBS ENNISCORTHY IN THE SOUTH LEINSTER SCHOOLS FINAL BY 1-10 TO 1-8
Enda Kelly, Ryan Murphy, Ben Tallis, Eoghan Doheny, Karl Campion, Liam Grant, Darren Quinlan, Conor Madden, Niall Brennan, Padraig Delaney, Oisin Phelan,Gary OiSullivan,
Patrick Killeen, Ciaran Colclough, David Nolan, Gerard Kavanagh, Jordan Muldowney, Cathal Oileary, Dominik Fraczek, Lee McCann, Marty McEvoy, Padraig Donnelly, Elijah Garrett,
Pauric Dunne, John Kennedy, Conor Tallis, Calvin Ryan, Conor Holohan, Mark Fitzpatrick, Rory Deegan, Ollie Kenny.
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DUISKE COLLEGE SENIOR HURLING TEAM DEFEATED BY NEW ROSS CBS IN THE SOUTH LEINSTER SENIOR HURLING C1 FINAL
Steven Cahill, Tadhg Delaney, Conor Jordan (capt), T.J. Murphy, Michael Barcoe, Mitchell Maher, Aaron Foley, Niall Hayden, Killian Phelan, Padraig Murphy, Terry Dreelan, Pierce
Blanchfield, Jason Lacey,Adrian Doyle, Dylan Cahill,Cian Murphy, Thomas Doherty, Bill Lyng, Jim Lyng, Seamus Cleere, Oran Canning, David Doherty, Jason McGrath, Taighe O'Brien,
Liam Cahil, Greg Hoban.

The opening of the second full-sized, all weather GAA pitch in Castlecomer CS
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Hannah Kelly, All-Ireland Féile Skills
Winner 2015 with the highest score on
record of 205/230.

Loreto Kilkenny All-Ireland Colleges” 7-a-side Roinn A Camogie Champions 2016 who defeated Cross & Passion Ballycastle in the All-Ire-

land Final by 7-5 to 2-5
Hazel Moore (St. Martins), Ciara O’ Shea (Dickshoro), Jane Cass (Dicksboro), Hannah Kelly (James Stephens), Ruth Kent (Danesfort), Ciara _
0'Keeffe (Young Irelands), Rachel Kelly (James Stephens), Caoimhe Dowling (Dicksboro), Steffi Fitzgerald (Young Irelands), Nicole Carter,  Chgirman CLG Cill Chainnigh Ned Quinn
Captain (Young Irelands), Tara Clifford (Dicksboro), Grace 0’Donnell (Young Irelands), Katie Brennan (Conahy Shamrocks) presents St Kieran’s captain Adrian

Mullins with the Cosgrave Cup

THE ALL-IRELAND COLLEGES” JUNIOR ROINN A CAMOGIE CHAMPIONS 2015 WHO DEFEATED PRESENTATION ATHENRY IN THE ALL-IRELAND FINAL BY 3-11 TO 2-6.,
Included are: Grace 0’Donnell (Young Irelands), Michelle Teehan (James Stephens), Rebecca Cuddihy (Tullaroan), Ciara O'Keeffe (Young Irelands), Hannah Murphy (Conahy
Shamrocks), Ruth Kent (Danesfort), Rachel Hickey (Freshford), Kate Dempsey, Hannah Kelly (James Stephens), Aoibheann Murphy (Lisdowney), Evelyn Phelan (Conahy Shamrocks),
Eimear Leahy (Emeralds), Jane Cass (Dicksboro)., Elaine Cullinane (Dicksboro), Nicole Carter (Young Irelands), Rachel Kelly (James Stephens), Eimear Walsh (Lisdowney), Annie
0’Connor (Dicksboro), Issey Carroll (Dickshoro), Claire 0 Carroll (Lisdowney), Siobhdn Mullan (Conahy Shamrocks), Ella Moore (Tullaroan) {Captain}, Aisling Morrissey (Dickshoro),
Ciara 0’Shea (Dickshoro), (Freshford), Grace Byrne (Danesfort), Sophie 0’Dwyer (James Stephens), Aisling Maher (Conahy Shamrocks), (Dickshoro), Aideen 0”Connor (Paulstown),
Eimear Keoghan (Graigue-Ballycallan), Aoife 0’Carroll (Lisdowney), Caoimhe Dowling (Dicksboro), Niamh Deely (James Stephens), Tara Walsh (Graigue-Ballycallan), Tara Clifford
(Dickshoro), Savirse Comerford (James Stephens), Caoimhe Bergin, Katie Brennan (Conahy Shamrocks)

117






-
=7}

Bk g,

AN i,

a "F; '|:-= i

oy

»










[ 54 | SN
NN mn
HN

pEI‘fECtO " lﬁgcamure Stores

print & design
DUBLIN ROAD, KILKENNY

THE ONE STOP SHOP FOR ALL YOUR PRINTING REQUIREMENTS

PRINTING 1

price ¢ service ¢ quality Deli

call us today....you won’t be disappointed
056 7715755

vehicle graphics

SIGNS

large format printing '- é

Idl EMAIL: SALES@PERFECTOPRINT.IE  PHONE: 056 77 15755  MOBILE: 087 935 1583

Newsagent

O’GORMANS

Upper John Street Kilkenny @ ‘\
k 1]

Tel: 056-7712825 E n “gdj S.1e

- Weddings
- Parties
- Lorporate Events

Where all good Gaels meet.

) ) Also Hiring
If its company, great drink, and comfort, -Lighting -Staging -Sound -Backdrops

then the long-held traditions of the
O’Gorman hostelry is for you. Contact: Eddie Hughes

Well done again Kilkenny! D BE 33 EEEBI

122







A YEAR OF GREAT ACTIVITY IN THE ALLEYS

HANDBALL REPORT by JOSEPHINE COONEY PRO

All Ireland Advlt winners: Ducksy Walsh Masters A Singles 60x30 winner. Kirsty Maher and Denise Love Ladies Junior B Doubles 40x20 winners, Ducksy Walsh and DJ Carey Masters A Doubles 40x20
winners All Ireland Colleges ID Winners: Shane Dunne and Padraig Cooney Castlecomer Community School Intermediate doubles 40x20 Colleges Winners

All Ireland Hardball Winners: Intermediate Singles Ciardn Neary, Junior Singles Brendan Burke. All Ireland Gael Linn winners Kyle Dunne and Amy Brennan Clogh

Kilkenny Handball Report

11 teams entered the County Gael Linn, Two pairs came out of the
county to go forward to Leinster and they were Kyle Dunne and Amy
Brennan Clogh and Tom Holden and Roisin O Keeffe Kilfane. Both
pairs won Leinster and went on to the Al Ireland stages. All four
Kilkenny Juveniles gave a great display of handball on the day and
the sportsmanship from Kyle, Amy, Tom and Roisin was excellent.
Kyle Dunne and Amy Brennan Clogh defeated Tuamgreaney, Clare
bringing the All Ireland Gael Linn fitle back to Kilkenny.

40x20 Post Primary Handball

Many secondary schools from the county took part in the 40x20 Post
Primary Handball with alot of schools reaching Leinster Finals. In the
Junior Singles Eoin Brennan St. Kierans, College won the Leinster Final
and was defeated in the All Ireland semi final. In the

Intermediate Doubles Padraig Cooney and Shane Dunne Castlecomer
Community School won the Leinster Final and also went on to win the
All Ireland final. This was a great win for Padraig and Shane as they
have won Intermediate doubles in both alleys in the one school year.
In the Senior Doubles Emmet Landy and Darragh 0 Shea Coldiste Eo-
monn Ris Callan won their Leinster final and were defeated in the Al
Ireland final and in the Girls Junior Singles Acife Holden Grennan
College Thomastown won her Leinster final and was defeated in the
All Ireland final.

Juvenile Teams

There were All Ireland wins for Kilkenny u12/13 and u16/17 40x20
feams.

Kilkenny U12/13 Team of Billy Drennan, Gearoid Phelan, Padraig
Lennon, Kyle Dunne, Jamie Maher, Padhraic Foley, Jack Doyle, Sean
Purcell won their Leinster Final and defeated a well fancied Clare in
The All Ireland final. Kilkenny U14/15 Team of Billy 0'Neill, Dylan
Crehan, Robert Culleton, Conor Drennan, Patrick Doyle, Shane
Cullen, Jack Hayes, Jack Buggy won their Leinster final but were de-
feated by Monaghan in the Al Ireland semi final by 2 aces. Kilkenny
U16/17 Team of Cathal Barry. Connor Condon, Jack Crehan, James
Culleton, Eoin Regan They had defeated Laois in the Leinster semi
final and received a walkover in the Leinster Final and All Ireland
semi final and defeated Tipperary in the All Ireland final by 4 aces.
In the 60x30 Kilkenny U12/13 team of Adam 0 Shea, Juck Doyle,
Sean Barron, Sean Purcell, Padhric Foley, Eoin O Brien, Ryan Grace,
Tom Holden

were defeated in the Leinster Final, the U14/15 team of Robert Dowl-
ing, Shane Fahey, Michael Power, Kieran Buckley, Jack Kerins, Joe
Cowhig, Conor Hoban, james Love were defeated in the All Ireland
Final.

Hardball

The following represented Kilkenny at Hardball Padraig Cooney,
Shane Dunne Brendan Burke, Ciardn Neary, Kirk Greene, William
Love and Daniel Love in singles and doubles and the county featured
in three All Ireland finals. Junior Singles was won by Brendan Burke
Kells, Intermediate Singles was won by Ciardn Neary Talbots Inch and
Shane Dunne Clogh was unfortunate to lose the Minor Singles. Well
done to all who participate and are frying to keep the oldest code of
Handball alive.

Feile na nGael

Windgap, Kells and Galmoy competed in the 40x20 Handball Feile
na nGael with Windgap and Galmoy girls coming home victorious.
Windgap won the boys Division 2 40x20, Windgap team Robert Cul-
leton, Jack Doyle, Eoin O Brien, Padhraic Foley

Galmoy won the Girls Division 2 40x20, Galmoy Team Kelly Ann
Ryan, Noelle Dowling, MaryEllen Phelan, Katie Ryan

Kells Feile competed in Division 4 40x20, Kells team Dylan Crehan,
Michael Prendergast, Dillon Wall, Kieran Buckley, James Shirley
Noelle Dowling won Bronze medal in the Girls Feile skills.

World Handball Championship

The World Handball Championships were
held in Calgary, Canada in August with 4
Gold and 8 Silver Medals won by Kilkenny
players. President is Con Moore 0 Lough-
lins Handball Club. Con has been re-
elected as President of the World Handball "

Council for another 3 year term and along

with serving his three year term on the

World Handball Council, he will also serve a two year term as President
of the World Wall Ball Association.

The Kilkenny players who competed at the championships were Eoin
Brennan, Dan Breen and Brendan Burke from Kells, Fergal Lalor, Cia-
ran Neary,Jimmy Neary and Michael Ducksy Walsh from Talbots Inch,
Kyle Jordan, Pat Jordan and Willie Holden from Kilfane, Jack Doyle
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Top: World U13 Singles 40x20 semi finalsits — Jack Doyle Windgap dft
Juson 0 Toole Galway in semi final with Ducksy Walsh. Jack was r/up in the
final. Middle: Worlds U13 Doubles one Wall r/up — Jack Doyle
Windgap and Brodie Winter Australia. Bottom: Masters A Doubles
40x20 r/up — Ducksy Walsh and David Moloney Tipperary were dft
by Gavin Buggy Wexford and Dominic Lynch Kerry.



and Shane Doyle from Windgap and Billy Drennan from Galmoy, un-
fortunately due to injury Martin Lalor was unabale fo travel. There
was great success at the Championships with all players reaching quar-
ter or semi finals of their respeciive grades and 6 of the players bring-
ing home World Medals. The next World Championships will be held
in Alaska in 2018.

Medal Winners were:

Kyle Jordan (2 Silver in One Wall and 2 Gold in 40x20)

Juck Doyle (1 Silver in One Wall and 1 Silver in 40x20)

Ciardn Neary (1 Silver in One Wall)

Michael Ducksy Walsh (2 Gold in One Wall and 40x20 and 1 Silver in
40x20)

Willie Holden (1 Silver in 40x20)

Irish Collegiates 60x30 finals

Irish Collegiates 60x30 finals took place in Kilkenny in October with
a number of Kilkenny players taking part. Rachel Hogan Kilfane rep-
resenting DCU won the Womans A Final. Rachel also won the Womens
Open Doubles Final with Aishling 0 Keeffe. Ciara Mahon Clogh rep-
resenting TCD was defeated 11-10in a tie break in the Womans Open
Final. Brian Mahon Clogh representing UCD was dft in the Mens Open
final. Brian was part of the UCD team which won the Open team final.
Emmet Landy was part of the UCD team which won the Mens B team
final. Deirdre Purcell UL progressed to the semi final of Womens B
singles, Ronan Egan NUIM and Robert Dowling NUIG progressed to
quarter final on Mens B singles.

40x20 Juvenile

County Leinster and All Ireland Resulis for 40x20 and 60x30
County League

Girls U13 (1) Singles Ciara Walsh (Kells)

Girls U13 (2) Singles Roisin Foley (Windgap)

Girls U15 Singles Edel Mulholland (0’Loughlins)

Girls U17 (1) Singles Dearbhail 0'Keeffe (Kilfane)
Girls U17 (2) Singles Aine Dunne (Windgap)

Boys U16 (1) Singles Conor Murphy (Kells)

Boys U16 (2) Singles Rory Lodge (Kells)

Ladies Singles Mary Phelan (Clogh)

Minor Singles Shane Dunne (Clogh)

Masters 2 Singles Tom Dooley (Kilfane)

County Championship

GUT0 Singles Aisling Cooney (Clogh)

GUT0 Doubles Katie Brennan/Holly Byrne (Clogh)
GUT1 Singles Lauren Power (Clogh)

GUT1 Doubles Galmoy

G6U12 Singles Amy Brennan (Clogh)

GU12 Doubles Aine Duggan/Katie Ryan (Galmoy)
GU13 Singles Kelly Ann Ryan (Galmoy)

GU13 Doubles Olivia Mahony/Meg Ryan (Kells)

GU14 Singles Edel Mulholland (0'Loughlins)

GU14 Doubles Noelle Dowling/Rebecca Roche (Mothel)
GUT5 Singles Dearbhail 0'Keeffe (Kilfane)

GU15 Doubles Kym Ryan/Kate Cowhig (Kells)

GU16 Singles Margaret Purcell (Windgap)

GU17 Singles Cacimhe 0'Shea (Windgap)

GU17 Doubles Aine Dunne/Margaret Foley (Windgap)
U12 Singles Billy Drennan (Galmoy)

U12 Doubles Kyle Jordan/Conor Holden (Kilfane)

U13 Singles Kyle Dunne (Clogh)

U13 Doubles Jack Doyle/Padraig Foley (Windgap)
U14 Singles Jack Holden (Kilfane)

U14 Doubles Jack Buggyy/ Billy 0"Neill (Clogh)

U15 Singles Eoin Brennan (Kells)

U15 Doubles Conor Drennan/Patrick Doyle (Galmoy)
U16 Singles Conor Murphy (Kells)

U16 Doubles Eoin Regan/Cathal Barry (Clogh)

U17 Singles Dion Bourke (Mothel)

U17 Doubles Marc Purcell/Aidan Barry (Clogh)

Minor Singles Shane Dunne (Clogh)

Junior B singles Aaron Devitor (Goreshridge)

Junior B Doubles PJ Barron/Darragh O Shea (Windgap)
Junior Singles Brian Mahon (Clogh)

Junior Doubles Padraig Cooney/Shane Dunne (Clogh)
Intermediate Singles Kirk Greene (0 Loughlins)
Intermediate Doubles Philip Lonergan/Eamonn Hawe (Windgap)
Senior Singles Peter Funchion (Kells)

Senior Doubles Peter/Pat Funchion( Kells)

Master B Singles Willie Holden (Kilfane)

Masters B Doubles Pat Funchion/Paddy Fennelly (Kells)
Masters C Singles Liam Drennan (Galmoy)

Ladies Junior Singles Kirsty Maher (Kells)

County Juvenile B Results
U108 Singles Michael Brennan Clogh
U118B Singles Luke Flanagan Clogh

Interclub A and B Windgap Winners and Galmoy r/up in both pictures

Leinster Winners

U125 Billy Drennan (Galmoy)

U135 Kyle Dunne (Clogh)

U13D Jamie Maher (Clogh)/Jack Doyle (Windgap)

U155 Eoin Brennan (Kells)

U15D Conor Drennan/Patrick Doyle (Galmoy)

U17D Marc Purcell (Clogh)/Dion Bourke (Mothel )

6U12S Amy Brennan (Clogh)

6U12D Aine Duggan (Galmoy)/Cliodhna O Shea (Windgap)
GU16D Margaret Purcell (Windgap)/Sorcha Delaney (Clogh)

U21 Doubles Brian Mahon (Clogh)/J) English( Goresbridge)

Inter. Doubles Ciardn Neary (Talbots Inch)/Brendan Burke (Kells)
Masters A Singles Ducksy Walsh (Talbots Inch)

Masters A Dbls Ducksy Walsh (Talbots Inch)/DJ Carey (Goreshridge)
Emerald Masters A Dbls Johnny Brennan (Mothel)/Joe Hennessy 0 ‘LG.
Ladies Junior B Singles Kirsty Maher (Kells)/Denise Love (Clogh)

All Ireland Finals

GU16D Margaret Purcell (Windgap)/Sorcha Delaney (Clogh) r/up
U17D Marc Purcell (Clogh)/Dion Bourke( Mothel) r/up

Inter. Dbles Ciardn Neary (Talbots Inch)/Brendan Burke (Kells) r/up
Masters A Singles Ducksy Walsh (Talbots Inch) r/up

Masters A Dbls Ducksy Walsh (Talbots Inch)/DJ Carey (G'bridge) winners
Ladies Jnr B Singles Kirsty Maher (Kells)/Denise Love (Clogh) winners

60x30

County Championship

U10 Singles David Holden (KIlfane)

U10 B Singles James Purcell (Windgap)

U10 C Singles Bobby Brennan (Clogh)

U10 Doubles Michael Brennan/Eamonn Power (Clogh)
U11 Singles Kyle Jordan (Kilfane)

U11 B Singles Luke Flanagan (Clogh)

U11 Doubles Conor Holden/Gillian Kelly (Kilfane)
U12 Singles Kyle Jordan (Kilfane)

U12 Doubles Conor Holden/Gillian Kelly (Kilfane)
U13 Singles Jack Doyle (Windgap)

U13 Doubles Padhraic Foley/Eoin 0'Brien (Windgap)
U14 Singles Jack Holden (Kilfane)

U14 Doubles Billy 0"Neill/Kyle Dunne (Clogh)

U15 Singles Eoin Brennan (Kels)

U15 Doubles Michael Power/Joe Cowhig (Kells)

Top: World Mens C Singles One Wall Finalists — Ciaran Neary was dft by
Jonathan Berger New York. Middle: Masters A Singles World One Wall Finalists
— Ducksy Walsh dft Eddie Ramos New York. Bottom: Mens C Worlds 40x20
r/up - Noel Holohan Wexford and Dan Breen Kells.
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Juvenile teams Top All Ireland U12/13 40x20 team of 6 winners Billy Drennan, Gearoid Phelan, Padraig Lennon, Kyle Dunne, Jamie Maher, Padhraic Foley, Juck Doyle, Sean Purcell Bottom right All Ireland U14/15 60x30 team of 6 r/up

Robert Dowling, Shane Fahey, Michael Power, Kieran Buckley, Jack Kerins, Joe Cowhig, Conor Hoban, James Love Botfom Right All Ireland U16/17 40x20 team of 4 winners Cathal Barry. Connor Condon, Jack Crehan,

U16 Singles Conor Murphy (Kells)

U16 Doubles Cathal Barry/Eoin Regan (Clogh)

U17 Singles Aidan Barry (Clogh)

GUT0 Singles Emer Barron (Windgap)

GUT0 B Singles Katie Jordan (Kilfane)

GUT0 Doubles Holly Byrne/Katie Brennan (Clogh)
GUT1 Singles Lauren Power (Clogh)

G6U12 Singles Amy Brennan (Clogh)

GU13 Singles Kelly Ann Ryan (Galmoy)

GU14 Singles Roisin 0'Keeffe (Kilfane)

GU14 Doubles Noelle Dowling/Partner (Galmoy)
GUT6 Singles Dearbhail 0 Keeffe (Kilfane)

GU17 Singles Catriona Lawlor (Clogh)

GU17 Doubles Cora/Sorcha Delaney (Clogh)

Minor Singles Dylan Caulfield (Kilfane)

Junior B Singles Dylan Caulfield (Kilfane)

Junior Singles Shane Dunne (Clogh)

Junior Doubles Padraig Cooney/Shane Dunne (Clogh)
Intermediate Singles Shane Dunne (Clogh)
Intermediate Doubles John O Neill/JJ English (Goresbridge)
Senior Singles Ducksy Walsh (Talbots Inch)

Senior Doubles Ciardn Neary/Canice Quigley (Talbots Inch)
Masters A Doubles Noel/Willie Holden (Kilfane)

Leinster Winners

U13 Singles Jack Doyle (Windgap)

U13 Doubles Eoin 0'Brien/Pauric Foley (Windgap)
U14 Singles Jack Holden (Kilfane)

U14 Doubles Kyle Dunne/Billy 0'Neill (Clogh)
U15 Singles Eoin Brennan (Kells)

Girls U12 Singles Amy Brennan (Clogh)

Girls U13 Singles Kelly Ann Ryan (Galmoy)

Girls U15 Singles Dearbhail 0 Keeffe (Kilfane)
Ladies Minor Singles Aoife Holden (Kilfane)

Ladies Min Dbles Aoife Holden (Kilfane)/Deirdre Purcell (Windgap)

Ladies Junior B Singles Kirsty Maher (Kells)

Ladies Junior B Doubles Aishling Maher/Aoilean Hennessy (Clogh)

Ladies Intermediate Singles Rachel Hogan (Kilfane)
Minor Singles Shane Dunne (Clogh)

Masters A Singles Michael Ducksy Walsh (Talbots Inch )
Silver Masters B Singles Billy 0 Keeffe (Kilfane)

All Ireland Finals

U14 Singles Jack Holden (Kilfane)- winner

U14 Doubles Billy O Neill/Kyle Dunne (Clogh)-winners
U15 Singles Eoin Brennan (Kells)-winner

Girls U15 Singles Dearbhail 0 Keeffe (Kilfane)-winner

Jumes Culleton, Eoin Regant

Girls UT6 Doubles Margaret Purcell (Windgap)/Sorcha Delaney
(Clogh)-r/up

Girls U17 Singles Caitriona Lawlor (Clogh)-r/up

Minor Singles Shane Dunne (Clogh) r/up

Snr Dbles Michael Ducksy Walsh/Ciardn Neary (Talbots Inch) — r/up
Masters A Singles Micahel Ducksy Walsh (Talbots Inch)-winner

Silver Masters B Singles Billy O Keeffe (Kilfane)-r/up

Ladies Minor Singles Aoife Holden (Kilfane)-r/up

Ladies Minor Doubles Acife Holden (Kilfane)/Deirdre Purcell
(Windgap)-r/up

Ladies Junior B Singles Kirsty Maher (Kells)-r/up

Ladies Jnr B Dbles Aishling Maher/Acilean Hennessy (Clogh)-r/up

One Wall - County winners

Mens A Michael Walsh (Talbots Inch)
Mens B Shane Dunne (Clogh

Masters (A)  John Morrissey (0'Loughlins)
Masters (B) Michael 0'Shea (Windgap)
Masters (C) Ray Ryan (Kilfane)

Ladies Marie Walshe (Kells)

Leinster Juvenile winners

U11 Doubles Conor Holden/Kyle Jordan Kilfane
U12 Singles Jay Maguire Galmoy

U14 Singles Jack Holden Kilfane

U14 Doubles Kyle Dunne/Billy 0'Neill Clogh
GU11 Doubles Amy Brennan/Lauren Power Clogh
6U15 Singles Dearbhail 0'Keeffe Kilfane

G6U15 Doubles Noelle Dowling Mothel/Kelly Ann Ryan Galmoy
6U16 Doubles Roisin 0'Keeffe Kilfane/Edel Mulholland 0'L.G.
GU17 Doubles Catriona Lawlor Clogh/Acife Walsh Kells

Worlds Top: U11 Singles Worlds 40x20 winner - Klye Jordan Kilfane with World
Handball President Con Moore O Loughlins HBC. Bottom Lefi: World Mens B
40x20 Singles finalists - Willie Holden Kilfane was dft by Robert Doyle Wex-

U11D National winners Billy Drennan and Daniel Hanrahan Galmoy HBC win- ford. Bottom Right: World U11 D?ubles 40x20 winners = Kyle Jordan Kil-

ners of U1 doubles lrish 40x20 Nationals with fane and Sean Callan Monaghan with World handball President Con Moore 0

President of Handball Willie Roche Loughiins HBC.
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0 Loughlins HBC John Morrissey County 40x20, 60x30 and One Wall winner.
Rebecca Mulholland US Open Womens A/B Singles winner

-

/
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Kells HBC (random) Peter Funchion, Paddy Fennelly, Pat Funchion, Brendan Burke, Eoin Brennan, Conor Murphy, Michael Power, Joe Cowhig,
Dylan Crehan, Conor Condon, Kieran Buckley, Conor Hoban, Olivia Mahoney, Aoife Walsh, Kirsty Maher, Marie Walshe (Missing) Meg Ryan,

Sports Stars Top Leinster Ladies Award Ciara Mahon Clogh with Seamus Reade
Leinster Chairman and Pat Ryan Leinster Secrefary. Middle: Beat 102-103 award for -
May to Brendu|.1 Burke Kells and Ciardn Ne‘"Y Kells for !heir Hardball Vi"“’i'?s in May. Kilfane HBC (random) Ray Ryan, Ava Ryan, Noel Holden, Jack Holden, Conor Holden, Dearbhail 0'Keeffe, Roisin 0'Keeffe, Willie Holden,
Bottom: Leinster Male award Pefer Funchion Kels with Seamus Reade Leinster Billy 0'Keeffe, Rachel Hogan, Dylan Caulfield, Kyle Jordan, Katie Jordan, Tom Holden, David Holden

o LRI
-

Windgap HC 2015
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The Great Maity Power

of Dicksboro, Garda, Kilkenny, Dublin,
Leinster and Ireland fame.

Matty Power may be dead for 50 years, but he is still considered to
be one of the all-time greats of hurling. He won 5 All-Ireland SHC, 4
with Kilkenny in 1922, 1932, 1933 and 1935, and 1 with Dublin in
1927. He lost an All-Ireland SHC final with Dublin in 1930 and 3 with
Kilkenny in 1931, 1936 and 1937. He won 12 Leinster SHC medals-
9 with Kilkenny in 1922, 1923, 1925, 1931, 1932, 1933, 1935, 1936
and 1937 and 3 with Dublin in 1927, 1928 and 1930. Matty played
with Leinster from the inception of the Railway Cup competition in
1927 to 1936 inclusive and was on the winning side in 1927, 1932,
1933 and 1936. He also played for Ireland in the Tailteann games of
1928 and 1932, winning both matches. He won a NHL medal with
Dublin in 1929 and another with Kilkenny in 1933. Together with
another former Kilkenny CBS stalwart, Eddie Byrne, they created an
all-time record by playing in in 6 All-Ireland hurling finals in 4 years,
1930 with Dublin, 1931 in the 3 game saga for Kilkenny against Cork,
and again with Kilkenny in 1932 and 1933.

Matty(or Mattie as he preferred to spell his name) was born at the
turn of the Twentieth Century in Graiguenamanagh. At a very early
age he moved with his family to live in St. Rioch's Street, Kilkenny.
He played his first hurling with Kilkenny CBS. The late Christian

Matty Power (front Right) in Garda Depot

By Jim Fogarty

Brother P.P.  O'Farrell
discovered Matty's ability as
a hurler and one of his most
treasured possessions was
a hurley that Matty tused.
Matty was a star of the
Dicksboro team, which won
the Kilkenny senior hurling
final in 1923. On moving to
Dublin in 1925, he won 6 SH
county medals with the
Garda club, 1925, 1926,
1927, 1928, 1929 and 1931.
As a member of the Garda
Siochana, Matty was tied to
playing with the Garda club
until the end of his career. In
1931, he availed of the non-
resident rule, and declared
for his native county. He played with Kilkenny for the rest of his hurling
career, until 1937, when he played his
last inter-county game in the All-Ireland
final of that year.

Matty  scored 34-28 in 41
championship games for Kilkenny. He
also played 13 championship matches
for Dublin. He made his reputation as
a corner-forward, one of the greats in
that position. He had an innate
penchant for scoring goals. Just 2
examples will suffice; for their opening
tie in the Leinster championship of
1935, thanks to 3 second half goals by
Matty, Kilkenny beat Offaly by 7-7 to 2-
6. In the 1931 Dublin county SH final,
when Garda beat Faughs, Matty
scored 3-2 in the second half to give
his team their 6th Dublin senior
championship. He also made many
scores for colleagues. His key
attributes were speed, quick thinking
and a great sense of position. For
almost 17 years his name dominated
hurling in Kilkenny, Dublin, Leinster
and Ireland. He was beloved by his
contemporaries for his gentleness,
kindness, humility and sportsmanship.
His memory is perpetuated in the
Matty Power Cup which is presented to
the winners of the senior hurling
league finals in Kilkenny.
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D'imigh Matty ar Shli na Firinne sa
bhliain 1965.

Jim Fogarty is author of

The Dan Breen Cup - Tipperary
County SH Finals 1931 to 2011.

The Cross of Cashel - All-Ireland
U-21 hurling finals 1964 to 2014.
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ROWER INISTIOGE 1968
COUNTY CHAMPIONS REMEMBERED

This year Kilkenny County Board welcomed to the County SH Final the surviving members of the victorious Rower Inistioge 1968
County SH Champions team. The event was sponsored by the Springhill Court Hotel who afterwards provided a reception for these
great players.
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The Rower Inistioge Senior Hurling Champions from 1968 who were honoured before the County SH Final in Nowlan Park
Back: Micheal Roche, Dermot Kavanagh, Martin Kavanagh, Fr Tommy Murphy, Fr Liam Cassin, John Mahon, Jim Dunphy, Johnny Cottrell,
Pat Galavan, Jim Morrissey.
Front: Seamus O’Carroll (Springhill Court), Donal Kavanagh, Jim Murphy, Fintan Murphy, Martin Walsh, Billy Murphy, Pat Kavanagh, Eddie Keher,
Ned Quinn (Co Chairman). (Photo: Eoin Hennessy)
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Rower Inistioge - 1968 County SH Champions
Back : John Mahon, Michael Murphy, Martin Walsh, Fintan Murphy, Pat Murphy, Tom Murphy, Tom Waters, Eddie Keher, Jim Dunphy,
Martin Kavanagh, Dermot Kavanagh, Pat Kavanagh, Johnnie Cottrell.
Front : L. Cassin, P. Galavan, "Shorn" Morrissey, Martin Freeman, "Gee" Murphy, Michael Walsh (Capt.), John Walsh, Eamonn Flood,
Billy Murphy, Donal I;aznéanagh, Danny White,



COUNTY DEVELOPMENTS

New Ard-Comhairle Section Arddn Breathnach

Studio Area in Media Section of Arddn Breathnach

=+ . -l

Matty Walsh, MW Hire, (Sponsor Dunmore Training Complex) pictured with Ned Quinn, Chairman, Kilkenny
GAA and five former Senior Intercounty Hurlers, Aidan Fogarty, J.J. Delaney, David Herity, Tommy Walsh
and Brian Hogan at the DEDICATION OF Kilkenny GAA Training Ground in Dunmore. (Photo: Foin Hennessy)

Inside the new Media Area in Arddn Breathnach

Proposed Improvements to Aras O Cearbhaill with pitch seating area extended. Proposed Aras O Cearbhaill Viewing area
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KNOCKTOPHER JUNIOR HURLING CHAMPIONS 1965

Back: N. Walsh, . Cummins, N. Fitzpatrick, D. Gorey, M. Mason, T. Walsh, F. Aylward, J. Mason, B. Mason, O. Cummins, D. Gorey.
Front: O. Dermodly, J. Fowler, J. O'Donnell, W. Dalton, D. Rice, P. Carroll, S. Ryan, M. Aylward, T. Maher, D. Heaslip.
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Ladies Football Report by Seamus Norris PRO

EL
LAreTio

ADULT CLUB FOOTBALL

Kilkenny Ladies Gaelic Football continues to
grow at juvenile level and the addition of the
Dunnamaggin club on the back of a successful
schools campaign in 2014 followed by a highly
successful Gaelic4Girls project has been a huge
highlight in 2015, with the new club gaining
national recognition on the Ryan Tubridy show.
However, it was disappointing that reigning
junior champions, Thomastown did not field at
adult level in 2015. They were replaced by
Kilkenny City who went on to win their first
county adult title in Nowlan Park beating Erins
Own by 1-13 to 3-3.

KILKENNY CITY: Laura Tynan, Michaela Reilly,
Saoirse Comerford, Jennifer O’Keeffe, Shauna
Valentine, ichelle Teehan, Lauren Valentine,
Aobha O’Gorman (0-1), Hannah Scott, Roisin
Treacy (0-1), Sophie O’Dwyer (0-2 - C), Jenny
O’Keeffe (0-2), Ally O’Keeffe (0-3, 2f), Ciara
Delaney (1-2), Beth Behan

Subs: Aoife Cantwell (0-2), Caoimhe Holland,
Laoise Prendeville

Panellists: Catriona Gough, Sarah Smith, Andi
Snyder, Niamh O’Connor, Kate Ryan, Ava
Fitzgerald, Clare Curtin, Niamh Deely, Jennifer
Cunningham

ERINS OWN: Megan Walsh, Caohlinn
O’Hargon, Emer Kelly (C), Meabh Delaney (1-
0), Frances Farrell, Ailish O’Neill, Rebecca
Brennan, Aoife Dunne, Ciara Cody, Katie
Nolan(1-1, 0-1f), Danielle Morrissey, Roisin
Allen, Alice Farrell (0-2, 1f), Kelly Comerford,
Aine Murphy (1-0)

Subs: Maeve Walsh, Lisa Kehoe

Panellists: Amy Nolan, Michelle Farrell, Laura
Walsh, Eimear Rice, Lisa O’Rourke, Sarah
Molloy, Aine Walsh, Kate Butler, Laura Moloney,
Anna Boland

Kilkenny City Junior County Champions

The City team had a good win against Tullamore
in the first game of the Leinster Junior
Championship winning 4-8 to 2-8. Next up was
Carlow outfit Tinryland/Bennekerry but the
Carlow outfit proved too strong in Palmerstown
winning 6-11 to 2-7 in the Quarter Final.

COUNTY MINOR

Once again, Kilkenny did not field at Minor inter
county level, but hopes are high for a return in
2016.

COUNTY UNDER-16

Success eluded the Under-16’s as they were
beaten by Carlow in the Leinster “B” Shield Final
by 3-5 to 8-7.

PANEL: Aobha O’Gorman (Kilkenny City, Capt),
Laura Tynan (Kilkenny City), Emily McCarthy
(Piltown), Saoirse Comerford (Kilkenny City),
Rebecca Brennan (Erins Own), Roisin Treacy
(Kilkenny  City), Blathnaid ~ Galway
(Thomastown), Eadaoin Murphy (Kilkenny City),
Hannah Scott (Kilkenny City) Ciara Delaney
(Kilkenny City), Danielle Morrissey (Erins Own),
Nicole Carter (Kilkenny City), Roisin Allen (Erins
Own), Denise Byrne (Barrow Gaels), Lizzie
Buckley (Thomastown), Catriona Gough
(Kilkenny City), Kate Drennan (Kilkenny City),
Andi Snyder(Kilkenny City), Kate Maher (Erins
Own), Nicole Dwyer (Thomastown), Sinead
Fitzpatrick (Thomastown), Hannah Moran
(Barrow Gaels), Meabh Delaney (Erins Own),
Niamh Deely (Kilkenny City), Sarah Smith
(Kilkenny City), Beth Behan (Kilkenny City),
Jennifer O’Keeffe (Kilkenny City), Jane Cass
(Kilkenny City), Michelle Farrell (Erins Own),
Jenny McGuinness (Thomastown), Caroline
Howes (Kilkenny City)
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COUNTY UNDER-14

The Under-14’s succeeded where the Under-
16’s failed as they beat Carlow 4-7 to 2-4 in
horrendous weather conditions on the June
Bank Holiday in Graignamanagh to win the
Leinster 2C Shield Final.

PANEL; Jane Cass (Kilkenny City - Capt),
Niamh Ward (Kilkenny City), Sophie Phelan
(Barrow Gaels), Jennifer O'Dea (Piltown),
Aoibhe Galway (Kilkenny City), Alanna Keegan
(Muckalee), Kate Dempsey (Kilkenny City),
Ruth Ryan (Thomastown), Emily Hughes
(Clara), Rebecca Roche (Kilkenny City), Meabh
Walsh (Erins Own), Lucy Keane (Kilkenny City),
Shannon Feehan (Erins Own), Marlise Flynn
(Piltown), Hazel Moore (Muckalee), Danielle
O'Brien  (Piltown), Cliodhna  Donnelly
(Thomastown), Sarah Smyth (Erins Own), Aoife
Bergin (Erins Own), Cara Brennan (Erins Own),
Sinead Bass (Kilkenny City), Clodagh Hanlon
(Muckalee), Anna McCabe (Kilkenny City),
Chloe Power (Piltown), Anna O’Brien (Piltown)
Management Team: James Neary
(Thomastown), Andy Korff (Erins Own), Patsy
Dempsey (Kilkenny City), Ann Prendergast
(Thomastown)

DEVELOPMENT SQUADS

A series of Development Squad session were
run at Under-12 during the year with Leinster
blitzes taking place subsequently in Carlow and
Portlaoise.

Kilkenny Under-12 Development Squad: Sarah
Hudson, Sinead Galway, Roisin Moran, Anna
Cass, Sarah Barcoe, Una Galway
(Thomastown), Grace Barcoe, Katie Ryan,
Keara Ryan, Grainne Glynn, Peig Carrigan, Eve
O’Dwyer, Robyn Denieffe, Grainne Mallon,
Sophie O’Shea, Laoise Phelan, Rachel Whelan,



Emma Shortall, Anna Walpole, Julia Patterson
(Clara), Rachel Doherty. Niamh Walsh, Ciara
Mulhall, Laura Davis (Dunnamaggin), Lucy
Coogan, Ellen Lawlor, (Muckalee), Amy Brennan

Lauren Power (Railyard), Sarah O’Gorman, Kate |

Furlong, Alison Smyth, Eva Collins, Abigail Egan,
Freya Herdy-PetitdeMange, Sadhbh O’Leary, Ellie

Peters, Maedhbh Richardson, Anna Doheny, Lucy |

Harte, Niamh Phelan, Riona Crowley, Katie Byrne,
Eadoin Cody (City), Kitty O’Driscoll, Rhianna
Kelly, Allie Ryan, Leah Doyle (Barrow Gaels),
Sophie Kealy, Angela Fahy, Kate Purcell
(Muckalee), Michelle Kennedy, Ellen Nolan, (Erins
Own),

Mentors: Anne Barcoe, James Neary, Teresa
Aylward, Tommy Nolan & Niall Patterson

SECONDARY SCHOOLS

In September, the county board hosted for the first
time a blitz for 1st and 2nd year students in
Kilkenny schools. The “A” Final was won by St.
Brigids College (Callan) who beat Duiske College
(Graignamanagh) by 4-6 to 0-2. The Shield Final
featured two teams from Castlecomer Community
School with the 3rd team beating the 2nd team by
5-2to 1-1.

Piltown had three players (Emily McCarthy, Aoife
Doyle and Kelly Ann Doyle) involved in the
Munster Senior Colleges "A" Final as Scoil Mhuire
(Carrick-On-Suir) played Colaiste Dun lascaigh
(Cahir). Victory though went to the Cahir school
by 2-9 to 4-8.

PRIMARY SCHOOLS

Thirty-two schools are taking part in the very
popular  primary schools championship, a
competition which is the jewel in the crown of
Kilkenny Ladies Gaelic Football. Huge credit goes
to competition co-ordinator, Ger O’Reilly. The
competition finals are planned to be completed
before Christmas.

Roinn A/B

Thomastown, Clara, Gowran, Graignamanagh,
Owning/Templeorum, Piltown, St Canices ‘A’
Muckalee, Kilmanagh, Gaelscoil  Osrai,
Urlingford, Kilkenny School Project

Roinn C

Dunnamaggin, Tullaroan, Callan, Presentation
Castlecomer, Ballyhale, St John of God

Roinn D

Windgap, Rower Inistioge, Goresbridge,
Paulstown, Mullinavat, Carrickshock, Mooncoin,
St Canices “B”, Moneenroe, Firoda/Wandesforde,
Conahy, Ballyragget, Freshford, Presentation
Kilkenny.

JUVENILE CLUB

At juvenile level, there were two new clubs.
Dunnamaggin as previously mentioned and a club
with a long standing tradition at adult level,
Railyard, fielded at Under-10 and Under-12.
There was also the introduction of an Under-13
competition and an Under-16 competition with
reduced teams.

Club Under-16

The Under-16A final will feature Erins Own and
Kilkenny City while Piltown, Dunnamaggin and
Clara still feature in the new reduced sides, “B”
competition.

Under-14 Féile Na nGael
A record eight juvenile clubs took part in the

county Féile Na nGael competition. Kilkenny City |@#!
won their fourth consecutive County Féile Na |

nGael title beating Thomastown in the final by 3-4
to 1-2. However, it was Erins Own that
represented Kilkenny in the National Féile in

Wexford. The County Féile Skills competition was *

won by Emily Hughes (Clara) who went on to
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represent Kilkenny at the national finals in Portlaoise.

KILKENNY CITY Laoise Holland, Sinead Bass, Niamh Ward, Hannah
Clifford, Sarah Martin, Kate Dempsey, Ailbhe Galwey, Jane Cass,
Rebecca Roche, Niamh Moore, Lucy Keane, Anna McCabe, Alisha
Shannon, Ciara Mullan, Brid Walsh, Aoife Bergin, Neassa Ruane,
Aoibheann Power, Ella Dillon, Jenna Cass, Ciara Adams, Aislinn Treacy,
Lizzie McGee, Elizabeth O’Shea, Eimear Stynes, Katie Breen, Aoife
Maguire, Grainne Butler, Aisling Ward, Sophia O’Shea.

ERINS OWN: Kady Young, Sarah Smyth, Shauna Kerr, Ellen Buggy,
Amanda Molloy, Shannon Feehan, Meabh Walsh, Eva Brennan, Alice
Byrne, Nicole Allen O’Keeffe, Sophie Bourke, Colleen Booth, Nicole
Dowling, Eimear Stone, Ava Brennan, Sarah O’Neill, Aoife Cahalan, Katie
Holohan, Niamh Moore, Cara Brennan, Megan Brennan, Molly Coogan
Mentors: John Cahalan, Eugene Dowling, John Moore, Fiona Maher

Under-14

Draws were the order of the day at Under-14 where both the “A” and the
“C” Finals ended level with replays due to take place. The Roinn D title
was awarded to new club Dunnamaggin.

Roinn A

The Roinn A County Final was a repeat of the Féile Final with Thomastown
playing Kilkenny City. A brave Thomastown came back to snatch a replay
this time in Clara on a score of 4-3 to 2-9.

KILKENNY CITY: Laoise Holland, Sinead Bass , Niamh Ward, Aoife
Bergin, Niamh Moore. Kate Dempsey, Ailbhe Galwey, Sarah Martin,
Rebecca Roche, Lucy Keane, Ella Dillon, Anna McCabe, Alisha Shannon,
Ciara Mullan, Aislinn Treacy, Aisling Ward, Neassa Ruane, Aoibheann
Power, Hannah Clifford, Jenna Cass, Ciara Adams, Brid Walsh, Lizzie
McGee, Elizabeth O’Shea, Eimear Stynes, Aoife Maguire, Grainne Butler,
Emily Kavanagh, Eva Collins, Anna Doheny, Jane Cass
THOMASTOWN;, Cliodhna Donnelly, Roisin Dempsey, Dearbhala
O’Reilly, Eabha Galway, Orla O’Keeffe, Ciara Prendergast, Sinead
O’Keeffe, Ruth Ryan (Capt), Eva Hynes, Sarah Barcoe, Laoise Fennelly
Hunt, Nicole Dunne, Sarah O’Neill, Therese Donnelly, Keri Whelan,
Darragh Donohue, Sadhbh Croke O’Neill, Keely Maher, Amy Walsh,
Kaelah Begley, Caoimhe Kelly Brennan, Hannah Monks, Sinead Galway,
Roisin Moran, Anna Cass, Roisin O’Keeffe

Roinn B

The Roinn B Final saw the winners of the previous two years competition,
Piltown and Erins Own clash in the final again in Clara. Victory went to
the Castlecomer club, 5-9 to 2-2.

ERINS OWN: Nicole Allen/O'Keeffe, Molly Coogan, Alice Byrne, Colleen
Booth, Katie Holohan, Maedbh Walsh (Vice-Capt), Niamh Moore, Cara
Brennan, Sarah Smyth, Ellen Buggy, Amanda Molloy, Shauna Kerr, Aoife
Cahalan, Shannon Feehan (Capt) Nicole Dowling, Orlaith Condell, Emma
Ring, Megan Brennan, Eva Brennan, Sarah O'Neill, Sophie Bourke,
Eimear Stone, Aisling Delaney, Kady Young, Ava Brennan

PILTOWN; Danielle O’Brien (Joint Capt), Jennifer O’Dea, Anna O’Brien,
Rebecca Doyle, Aine Doyle, Patsy Kenny, Chloe Power, Ciara Dunne,
Sarah Tobin, Rebecca Derwin, Bribhanna Doody, Emma Culleton, Marlise
Flynn, Melissa Byrne, Sally Moroney, Jodie Keever, Chloe Walsh, Sarah
Driscoll, Aisling Brophy, Elle Ann Matthias, Laura Power (Joint Capt),
Fiona Downey.

Roinn C

The Roinn C final also saw a repeat with Clara playing Muckalee in
Paulstown. The first game was a thriller, probably one of the best ever,
ending in a draw, 6-4 to 5-7.

CLARA: Lucy Cody, Ellen Hughes, Orla Farrell, Reece Carter, Abby
O’Connell, Laura Langton, Nya Lee, Zoe Fenlon, Caitlin Simpson (Capt),
Emily Hughes, Anne Marie Darcy, Saoirse Smith, Lenika Artini, Sinead
Healy , Miriam Brennan, Marie Nolan, Lisa Prendergast, Emer Tobin,
Eva O’Donnell, Orlaith Byrne, Rachel Heeran, Aoife Corr, Kelly Brennan
MUCKALEE: Sinead Healy, Eadaoin Coady , Caoimhe McGuinness,
Sophie Kealy, Orla Nolan, Alannagh Keegan, (Capt), Ellen Lawlor,




Clodagh Hanlon, Hazel Moore, Lucy Coogan, Aoife Murphy, Kate Cullen,
Aimee Healy, Laura McDowell, Kate Purcell, Saoirse McGuinness, Ava
Coogan, Angela Fahey, Sarah Manning, Hannah McCarthy, Chloe
Patterson, Amelie Bolger, Nicole Healy, Niamh McDowell, Roisin Hanlon,
Sarah Brennan

Club Under-13

The Under-13 competition is still in progress with nine teams taking part
in two groups of a round robin series. They are Piltown, Dunnamaggin,
Barrow Gaels, Clara Green and Clara Pink, Erins Own, Thomastown,
Muckalee and Kilkenny City.

Club Under-12

Under-12 saw several blitzes and a league take place with all clubs taking
part in the league. Kilkenny City and Thomastown competed in the “A”
Final. The City side with a population advantage with huge numbers
available to play won against a brave Thomastown team that is always
competitive by 5-11 to 3-2. The “B” Final went to Clara with two teams
from the club sharing the spoils. The “C” final was a tremendous game
with Piltown taking the honours by 6-6 to 4-3 against Muckalee. Both the
“D” and “E” finals produced maiden titles for the new juvenile clubs. In “D”
, Dunnamaggin beat Erins Own by 2-2 to 0-2 while in the “E” final,
Railyard beat Barrow Gaels by 6-2 to 1-6.

Again in 2015, Kilkenny fielded a group of girls playing Longford during
the Leinster Finals held at Dr. Cullen Park, Carlow. They were Patsy
Kenny (Piltown), Rosin Moran (Thomastown), Ella Nolan (Erins Own),
Allie Ryan (Barrow Gaels), Julia Patterson (Clara), Eva Collins (Kilkenny
City), Rachel Doherty, Ciara Mulhall (Dunnamaggin), Amy Brennan,
Katelyn Farnan (Railyard), Chloe Patterson (Muckalee),

Sarah Barcoe from the Thomastown club donned the green and gold of
Kerry during the half time mini game at the All-Ireland Semi Final between
Kerry and Tyrone at Croke Park.

Club Under-10
Under-10 saw the young girls enjoy several blitzes around the county.

Carlow/Kilkenny Leagues

Once again in 2015, a number of clubs took part in Carlow/Kilkenny
Leagues with some success. Thomastown won the Under-13A beating
O’Hanrahans in the final by 3-6 to 1-5

Thomastown: Cliodhna Donnelly, Sadhbh Croke O’Neill, Eabha Galway,
Roisin Dempsey, Dearbhla O’Reilly, Roisin O’Keeffe, Orla O’Keeffe,
Daragh Donohue, Therese Donnelly, Sarah Barcoe, Amy Walsh, Sarah
O’Neill, Keely Maher, Caoimhe Kelly Brennan, Hannah Monks, Kaelah
Begley

Mentors: Anne Barcoe, Gabrielle Durack, Brendan Cooke

There was also success for Clara who won an all Kilkenny Under-12 final
beating Thomastown 2-11 to 2-3.

GAELICAMOTHERS&OTHERS

Gaelic4Mothers and Others is the fastest growing section of Ladies
Football in Kilkenny. For the social players there are now active clubs in
Piltown, Dunnamaggin Thomastown, Conahy, Clara and Erins Own. The
social game is rapidly growing in popularity for women over 18 and all
levels of ability. The highlight of the year was the National Blitz in
Portmarnock which about 1500 players from 100 teams and involved all
six Kilkenny clubs.

DEVELOPMENT

A Fundamentals Coaching course took place in January at Duiske College
Graignamanagh. A further fundamentals course is planned and a Level
1 course for those who have completed the fundamentals course.

FUTURE
The future of Kilkenny Ladies Gaelic Football is dependent on getting
more people involved at both club and county level while also creating a
more competitive club scene. The number of juvenile clubs in the county
has doubled in the last three years and John Lockes are due on board.
Kilkenny Ladies Football County Board would like to thank all who
supported the sport locally in 2015 especially Kilkenny County Board,
clubs who supply pitches, referees, the mentors. Club coaches and
officers as well as the local media, all who have done so much to promote
the game and of course the players and the parents of juvenile players
who commit so much time to the game.







DREAMS POSTPONED ONE YEAR

Camogie Report by TJ Mills PRO

INTER-COUNTY SCENE
Senior
The Kilkenny senior teams dream of claiming back the 0'Duffy cup
for the first fime since 1994 will go into another year as Cork dashed
their All Ireland title bid when they defeated them in All Ireland semi-
final in Walsh park in Waterford in August.
Kilkenny began the year under the stewardship of new manager
Fintan Deegan with an away frip fo the aforementioned Cork in the
opening round of the league. In a close fough encounter in the
Mardyke Sports Grounds in Cork it was the home team that claimed
the points on a 0-09 points to 0-05 score line, a game that could be
clossed as one that got away from the Cats. In the second round,
Kilkenny entertained Derry in Canon Kearns Park, in Castlecomer.
Kilkenny made no mistake in easily defeating the Mourne side 4-17
to 0-09 points to get their campaign back on track with a bang. In
the third round Kilkenny entertained a high-flying Dublin side in
Danesfort. In a tough encounter Kilkenny came out on top by 1-12
to 1-05. In their final game Kilkenny travelled to Clonlara in Clare to
take on the home side. In a one-sided contest Kilkenny emerged easy
4-15 t0 0-10 point winners. This victory set up a league semi-final
against 2013 All Ireland Champions Galway in Tullamore. In the semi-
final Kilkenny came up against a goal-hungry Galway side and came
up short 5-07 to 2-09.
With Galway ending Kilkenny's league campaign, their attention had
to be focused on the Leinster championship that began in May.
Kilkenny began the campaign with a frip to Newbridge to take on
Kildare, managed by Kilkenny’s Stephen Dormer, in the Leinster semi-
final. Kilkenny emerged winners 3-18 to 1-18, but the game was
tougher than the score line reflects as Kildare led after forty five
minutes. This victory over the Lilywhites set up a Leinster Final berth
against Offaly in Nowlan Park. In a tough close-fought encounter it
was Kilkenny who emerged victorious on a 2-11 1o 1-09 score line to
claim back the Leinster crown for the first time since 2013. This victory
set Kilkenny up nicely for the All Ireland Championship campaign that
began in June.
Kilkenny began their All Ireland championship campaign with an away
trip to Parnell Park to take on Dublin. Kilkenny began the game
brightly and easily accounted for the Dubs 3-13 o 1-10. In the second
round Kilkenny entertained Clare and ran out easy 2-22 to 0-06 point
winners. In the third round Kilkenny made the long trek to Swatragh
in Derry. The home side went toe to toe with the Cats but then
Kilkenny let loose and ran out easy winners by 8-22 to 2-10. In their
final game Kilkenny entertained Tipperary in Freshford where a win
would secure an All Ireland semi-final spot. Kilkenny continued their

goal-hungry run and ran out easy victors 8-15 to 0-04.

In the semi-final Kilkenny faced Cork in Walsh Park in Waterford.
Kilkenny made a great start to the game and led by 1-04 to 0-02
points after twelve minutes. Cork stormed back info the game and
led 1-07 to 1-06 at half time. In the second half Cork hit a devastating
spell and scored three goals that killed off Kilkenny and ran out 4-
100 1-10 victors ending Kilkenny's inferest in the championship for
2015.

Intermediate

The Intermediate side must wait another year for their chance fo get
back to the All Ireland Final as they failed to qualify for the later
stages of the All Ireland championship but only just, as a strong finish
by Waterford in their final group game ended their All Ireland
Championship bid.

They began their league campaign with a home game against Meath
in Thomastown. The Kilkenny side made no mistake and defeated the
Royals on a 1-07 to 0-03 point score line. In their second group game
they travelled to The Ragg to take on Tipperary. In a one-sided contest
Kilkenny emerged victorious 3-14 to 0-04. In their third match they
entertained the previous year’s Junior All Ireland Champion, Down
in Danesfort. In an impressive display Kilkenny emerged victorious
by3-1010 0-10. In the fourth round of the league Kilkenny travelled
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Kilkenny Leinster Intermediate Champions 2015

to Carrignore to take on a highly fancied Waterford side. Kilkenny
came up short as the home side emerged victorious 2-13t0 1-06 . To
qualify for the later stages of the league they needed to record a win
in their final group game against Cork in Mooncoin. Trailing by a point
deep in o injury fime, it looked like the Rebelettes would claim the
victory but a Therese Muldowney goal with the last puck of the game
secured a 1-12 to 0-13 victory. This win secured a semi-final spot
against Laois.

In the semi-final Laois edged out Kilkenny in extra fime with Laois
minor Aoife Burke getting in for a goal in the dying momenis to
record a 1-10 o 0-09 victory. This ended Kilkenny’s league fitle hopes
for the second year in succession. Kilkenny then had fo turn their
attention to the Leinster championship campaign.

In the Preliminary Round of the Leinster Championship Kilkenny
travelled to Artane fo take on Dublin. Boosted by the addition of
players from the victorious All Ireland winning side, a goal-hungry
Kilkenny dismantled Dublin 6-09 to 0-13. In the semi-final Kilkenny
entertained Wexford in Thomastown. Trailing going in fo the final
moments a late point by Emma Comerford secured the draw with a
late point on the stroke of full time and a replay was needed. In the
reply played in New Ross, Kilkenny made no mistake and ran out
easy 4-08 to 2-07 victors to set up a final showdown with Meath.
The final was a tough tense battle with the royals pushing Kilkenny
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to their limits but Kilkenny held firm and recorded a 1-13 to 1-09
victory to daim the Leinster crown. This set Kilkenny up nicely ahead
of their All Ireland campaign.

In the opening game of the Al Ireland series Kilkenny played a very
strong Kildare side in Thomastown. Kildare proved too sirong for the
hosts and ran out 3-07 to 1-06 victors. In their second game they
travelled to Ahoghill in Antrim and made no mistake as they ran out
2-15 1o 1-09 winners. A victory over Waterford in their final game
would secure a semi-final spot. In a fough game in Walsh Park, goals
were they key as Waterford ran out 3-05 to 0-12 point winners in a
game that got away from Kilkenny. This loss ended Kilkenny's All
Ireland bid. The future is bright for the side and they will be the ones
to watch in 2016.

Minor

Having been very unlucky in 2014, the Kilkenny minor side were
determined to redeem themselves in 2015, and that is what they did,
finishing the year as Leinster and All Ireland champions.

They began the year with the All Ireland series in February. In their
first game they entertained Clare in Thomastown. A goal-hungry
Kilkenny side showed no mercy and ran out 4-08 to 0-06 victors. In
their second group game Kilkenny met Wexford in Thomastown. In a
determined display Kilkenny and ran out 1-13 to 1-07 victors. In their
third match Kilkenny travelled to The Ragg to take on Tipperary.
Kilkenny put in a strong performance and ran out 2-05 to 1-06
winners. In their final game they entertained Cork in Thomastown,
where a victory would definitely secure a semi-final spot. Kilkenny
made no mistake and ran out 5-11 to 2-08 victors. In the semi-final
Kilkenny took on Limerick in Birr. Kilkenny made no mistake and
recorded a 3-11 to 0-06 victory to set up a final berth against
Tipperary. In classic rip-roaring final in Birr, goals were the difference
as Kilkenny ran out 3-09 to 1-12 winners to claim the title.

The side had a long wait for the Leinster championship that didn’t
begin till July. In their opening game Kilkenny travelled to New Ross
to take on Wexford. In a tough contest Kilkenny emerged victorious
on 2-10 to 0-12 point score line. In their second game Kilkenny
travelled to Birr to take on Offaly. Offaly put in an impressive second
half display and ran out 2-18 to 2-11 winners to end Kilkenny's
unbeaten run. In their third game Kilkenny entertained Dublin and
hounced back brilliantly by recording a convincing 7-14 10 0-11 point
victory. This victory ensured Kilkenny qualified for the final in
September where they fook on Offaly in Rathdowney. Kilkenny made
sure lightning didn't strike twice and put in a determined display and
ran out 3-06 fo 1-05 victors fo claim the Leinster fitle.

This was a ferrific year for the side. Having suffered the heartache of
some narrow losses in both championships last season, to bounce back
this year by claiming both the All Ireland and Leinster crown, just
shows the character within the squad and great credit must go to the
players but also the management team of Mike Wall and Ger Walsh.

Kilkenny Under 15 A All Ireland winning team

The conveyer belt is firmly turning and the future is very bright.

u1é

The under 16 team also claimed silverware this season and, similar
to their Intermediate and Senior counterparts, this came in the Leinster
decider.

Under the stewardship of David Williams, the team began the year
in March in the Leinster Championship where the side was divided
into two teams in the A & B championships.

In the A championship Kilkenny began the year with an away trip to
Dublin. The Kilkenny side dominated the opening period of the game
but a goal-hungry Dublin side staged a gallant second half comeback
to run out 3-08 to 0-12 winners. In their second game Kilkenny
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entertained Wexford and put in an impressive display to run out 4-
14 t0 2-05 winners to get their campaign back on track. In their final
group game Kilkenny entertained Offaly. In a high scoring encounter,
Kilkenny ran out 5-16 to 4-05 victors to secure a final berth against
Dublin. In the final, played in Carlow, Kilkenny gained vengeance for
their group defeat by the Dubs and made no mistake when they ran
out 3-09 to 1-07 victors to claim the Leinster crown.

The B side began their Leinster campaign with a home game against
Wicklow and ran out comprehensive victors on a 17-14 to no score
line. In their second game Kilkenny travelled to take on Meath in an
entertaining high-scoring encounter, Kilkenny emerged victorious on
a 5-09 to 4-07 score line. In their final game Kilkenny travelled to
take on Dublin, and in an entertaining encounter Dublin edged out



the Cats by 3-06 to 2-07. Despite the loss the side qualified for the
Leinster semi-final where they took on Westmeath. In an entertaining
encounter the side sfinished level in normal time but Westmeath just
edged out the Cats in extra fime by a point - 4-12 to 6-05 - to end
their Leinster hopes.

The two sides merged again for the All Ireland series that began in
July. The side were very unlucky to be drawn in the tougher side of
the draw. I their first game they travelled to Birr to take on Galway.
In a tough encounter it was the Tribeswomen who claimed the spoils
on a 3-08 to 2-10 score line. In their second game they travelled to
take on Clare. In a tough low-scoring encounter, the home side edged
the game 0-08 points fo 0-05. In their final game they entertained
Cork in Dickshoro. In a high-scoring encounter it was the Rebelettes
who emerged victorious on a 5-08 to 3-12 score line. This loss ended
Kilkenny's interest in the All Ireland series.

It was a disappointing end to a good year for the side suffering some
narrow losses in the All Ireland series but they recorded a terrific
achievement in claiming the Leinster crown. This is a young side and
will be the ones to watch out for in 2016.

u15

The Kilkenny Under 15 team had an exceptional year by any
standards. Under the guidance of Damien Donoghue, Mary Ryall,
David Kent and Shauna Donohue, the team was divided into two
panels the A & B teams. The A panel captained by Caroline Kennedy,
Slieverue, swept all before them, winning every game and four out
four tournaments. Victories in Dublin, Clare and Wexford were
followed up by winning the All Ireland Blitz held in Kilkenny at the
end of August.

Meanwhile the achievements of the B panel, captained by Orla Grace,
Carrickshock, were parficularly gratifying. They reached the Roinn B
All Ireland final only to be beaten by Dublin while they also reached
the final of the Roinn A Clare Blitz, this time only to be pipped by
their A panel colleagues. All players and their parents are to be
congratulated for their season long commitment. Beginning last
March, they trained in all weathers a tofal of 35 fimes ensuring the
creation of an unshakeable team spirit that laid the foundation for
all their successes over the summer. Special thanks too to Con Dooley
and Barry Atkins for their match day contributions

ul4

In early February, 147 players representing every club in the county
took part in a six week development academy. As part of this, a
decision was taken that three teams would be entered in compefitions
for 2015. From the underage academy 71 players were chosen to
go forward and compete at U14 this year. The Kilkenny teams
confinued the success achieved in 2014 by reaching finals at every
competition entered, most notably during the Leinster blitz when two
Kilkenny teams reached the shield final and, added to this, in the
other final played that day Kilkenny beat a strongly fancied Dublin
team.

On the August bank holiday weekend “The Bernie Hoban Kilkenny
Blitz” took place, classed as one of the sirongest and best run Blitzes
in the country. In the C final it was our neighbours Carlow who
triumphed. In the A and B blitzes it was Kilkenny who continued their
good run by claiming victories in both finals. More success followed
for the Kilkenny sides with another A and B win at the Waterford blitz
and a B win in the Orla Mcdonagh Tipperary blitz. At the National
Competition the B team narrowly lost a final in exira time versus a
very strong Antrim team, while the A team lost a semi-final to
eventual winners Cork, and the C team narrowly lost out to Laois in
a very strong competition.

Allin all it has been a very successful year. Seven trophies in total
were won by a fantastic bunch of players and great credit has to go
to the players but also the management team. The future of Kilkenny
camogie is safe hands.
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Kilkenny Under 14 White Team 2015



CLUB SCENE
Senior
2015 will be a year fo remember for Mullinavat as they finished
the year after claiming the league/ Championship double.
The semi-final pairing for the league saw Mullinavat take on St
Lachtains/Lisdowney and in the other semi-final Thomastown took
on Piliown. In a thrilling encounter Thomastown proved too sirong
for 2014 intermediate champions Piltown on a 2-15 fo 2-13 score
line. In the other semi-final it took three games to separate
Mullinavat and St Lachtains/ Lisdowney. In the first game of the
saga the sides drew Mullinavat 1-15 to St.Lachtains/ Lisdowney
3-09. The second day was a cracker with goals galore but again
there was no separating the sides as they drew again Mullinavat
5-10 to St.Lachtains/ Lisdowney 4-13. In the third encounter it
was Mullinavat who proved stronger on the day and qualified for
the league final Mullinavat 0-17 to St Lachtains /Lisdowney
1-07. The final saw a repeat of lust year's county final with
Thomastown and Mullinavat going to battle. It was Thomastown
who made the brighter start ond raced info a
1-08 to 0-02 half time lead, with Anna Farrell securing the
Thomastown goal. Mullinavat stormed back into the game in the
second half to secure victory on a 2-10 to 1-10 score line fo cap
off a gallant comeback.
The business end of the Championship took place in September
with Thomastown taking on St Lachtains/Lisdowney and
Mullinavat taking on Windgap who edged out Piliown in a
cracking semi-final 0-15 to 1-11. Thomastown, the reigning
champions, made no mistake as they lay down their intentions
of holding onto their crown when they defeated St
Lachtains/Lisdowney 1-16 to 1-06. In the other semi-final
Mullinavat proved too sirong Windgap on a 3-16 o 1-14 score
line to secure a repeat of the league final against Thomastown.
The final, played in Ballyhale in early October, was one that many
considered hard to call. Would Mullinavat regain the title that
they lost to Thomastown a year previous or would Thomastown
secure the two in a row and avenge their league final defeat of
two weeks previously? In a spirited first half display Mullinavat
got the goals and led by 3-08 1o 1-07 at the break. Thomastown
came hack info the game in the second half but it was Mullinavat's
day as they ran out 5-17 to 1-10 victors to regain the senior
county fitle last won in 2014.
In the All County League final Mullinavat were due to take on
Thomastown. At the fime of going to print the final had not been
played but full details of this fixture can be found on
www_kilkennycamogie.com.

Intermediate
The intermediate club action began in February with Piltown
taking on Clonduff of Down in the All Ireland Intermediate club
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championship semi-final in Clane Co. Kildare. (See Michael
0’Leary’s report, following)

In the intermediate All county league the final paring saw the
2014 Junior champions Glenmore take on Rower Inistioge. Goals
were the difference between the sides as Glenmore proved too
strong for Rower Inistioge on a 2-06 to 0-07 point score line.
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Tullaroan Intermediate County Champions 2015

In the league final stages of the league Tullaroan secured safe
passage through to the final having topping their group. In the
semi-final St Brigid's took on St Anne’s. In an exciting encounter
it was St Brigid's who proved the stronger and ran out 1-15 to 2-
06 winners. In the final St Brigid's put in an impressive display
and edged out Tullaroan in a close hard fought final on a 2-09 to



2-05 score line.

The championship semi-finals saw St Brigid’s taking on Rower
Inistioge while Tullaroan took on Clara. In two cracking semi-finals,
the sides could not be separated in normal time and exira fime was
needed in both games. Tullaroan proved the stronger in their clash
with Clara in the extra time period and ran out 5-17 to 3-08 victors.
In the other semi-final Rower Inistioge and St Brigid's couldn't be
separated after extra ime and a replay was needed as they drew -
St Brigids 0-11 Rower Inistioge 1-8. In the replay the game proved
just to be as fight and a late Rower Inistioge point secured a draw
again and extra time was needed again. In exira time Rower
Inistioge proved the stronger and edged out St Brigid's 3-10 fo
3-08.

The final was a cracking encounter. Rower Inistioge made the better
of the first half and led by 1-05 to 0-04 af half time. Rower Inistioge
continued their good run in the second half and were leading by 2-
07 to 0-10 going into the final four minutes but a late Miriam Walsh
goal for Tullaroan secured a draw and extra time was needed. In
exira fime the side couldn't be separated and half time in exira time
saw the sides level again Rower Inistioge 2-10 to Tullaroan’s 1-13.
The second period of exira time was just as tight and a replay was
needed as it finished Rower Inistioge 2-12 to Tullaroan’s 1-15.

In the replay Tullaroan made no mistake and raced out of the traps
and led by 1-06 to 0-02 at half time with Miriam Walsh getting in
for her side’s goal. Rower Inistioge came back into the contest in the
second half getting two goals through an Aine Gannon sideline puck
and a Catriona Ryan twenty one meters free, but it was Tullaroan's
day as they ran out 1-12 to 2-04 victors to claim the Intermediate
fitle.

Junior

In the Junior A All County league final Conahy Shamrock’s proved
too strong for Mooncoin as they ran out 5-08 to 1-01 victors in an
impressive display. The Junior B All County league was a cracking
encounter with Piltown edging out neighbours Carrickshock 3-03 to
1-10.

The junior league semi-finals saw Young Irelands proving too strong
for Mooncoin 4-20 to 3-6. The other semi-saw Emeralds taking on
Conahy Shamrocks. After a cracking tussle the sides couldn't be
separated as they drew Emeralds 1-10 Conahy Shamrocks 2-7 and
a replay was needed. In the replay Emeralds proved too strong for
Conahy Shamrocks and ran out 1-10 to 2-05 victors.

The league final saw Emeralds and Young Ireland’s going fo battle.
In an impressive display Young Ireland's proved to strong for
Emeralds and ran out 3-10 1o 0-07 victors.

The Junior B championship final saw Blacks and Whites taking on
Thomastown. In an impressive display it was Thomastown who
proved too strong for Black and Whites and ran out 2-10 to 2-04
victors to claim the title.

The Junior A fitle saw Carrickshock taking on league champions
Young Ireland's. In an exciting final the sides couldn’t be separated
in normal fime and exira time was needed as they drew Carrickshock
2-06 Young Irelands 0-11 points. The extra time period was just as
tight an encounter, but Carrickshock finished the stronger and
claimed the Junior A fitle by 2-11 1o 0-15.

u21

At time of going to print the Under 21 championship had not begun.
Full details of the competition can be found on
www.kilkennycamogie.com.

Minor

The Minor A league final saw last year’s County Champions taking
on Piltown. In a terrific final it was Piliown who emerged victorious
and ran out 3-11 to 2-07 victors. In the County final the two league
finalist came together again with Piltown hoping to dethrone the
reigning champions. In a ferrific contest where Dicksboro looked
dead and buried they staged a late comeback to claim the Minor A

title for the second year on a 3-07 to 2-07 score line.
In the Minor B league final Slieverue took on Kilmacow. In a Thomastown Junior B county Champions 2015
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determined performance Slieverue emerged victorious on a 2-8
to 1-4 score line. At the time of going to print the Minor B county
final had not been played but Slieverue were to take to play
Windgap. Full details of this fixiure can be found on
www_kilkennycamogie.com.

In the Minor C league final Mullinavat Carrickshock took on a
sirong Young Irelands side in an impressive display, it was
Mullinavat/ Carrickshock who emerged victorious on a 4-12 to
2-2 score line. In the C County final Mullinavat/Carrickshock were
to take on Young Irelands. At the time of going to print the county
final had not been played but full details of this fixiure can be
found on www.kilkennycamogie.com.

uié

In the Under 16 A Dickshoro are double champions after claiming
both the league and Championship fitles. In the A league final
Dickshoro proved 1o strong for Conahy Shamrocks on a 3-05 to
0-03 score line. Both sides met again in the final. In a tough
encounter Dickshoro edged out Conahy Shamrocks by 0-15 points
to 1-03.

Inthe Under 16 B Young Irelands and St Fiachres battled out both
the league and County finals. In the league final Young Irelands
just edged out St.Fiachres in a cracking final on a 3-04 to 1-06
score line. In the County final goals were the key as Young
Irelands defeated a brave St.Fiachres side by 6-07 to 0-06.

In the Under 16 Cleague both Rower Inistioge and Carrickshock
/Mullinavat qualified for the final. At the time of going to print
the league final had not been played but full details of this fixture
can be found on www.kilkennycamogie.com.

In the C County final Rower Inistioge and Carrickshock/Mullinavat
played out two epic finals after initial drawing in their first
encounter on a 2-07 apiece score line. In the replay Rower
Inistioge staged a second half comeback to win 2-06 1o 1-08 after
an exciting encounter.

ul4

In the Under 14 A shield final Danesfort edged out Piltown after
a great final by 0-04 points o 0-03. In the Under 14 A
championship Thomastown took on Young Irelands in two terrific
finals after drawing the initial final Thomastown 2-5 Young
Irelands 3-2. The replay was a close tight affair with Thomastown
edging out Young Irelands 0-05 to 0-03.

In the under 14 B Shield, St Brigid's edged out Mooncoin 3-08 to
2-04 ofter a great final. St Martin's are the Under 14 B county
champions after proving too strong for Conahy Shamrocks on a
4-09 to 1-03 score line.

In the under 14 C shield final Mullinavat/ Carrickshock edged out
Clara on a 3-05 to 3-01 score line after an enjoyable final.
Windgap are the under 14 C county champions after defeating
Ballyhale Shamrocks on a 3-05 to 2-01 score line.

Slieverue are the under 14D shield champions after proving too
sirong for Lisdowney on a 2-06 fo 2-00 score line. In the under
14 D county final goals were the difference when Goresbridge/
Paulstown defeated Naomh Brid 3-05 to 2-00.

Cumann na mBunscoileanna Finals

The Cumann na mBunscoil finals took place in Nowlan Park in
June. In the Roinn A Final St Aidan’s N.S. Kilmanagh proved too
strong for a brave St. Mary’s N.S. Thomastown and ran out 3-08
to 0-02 victors. In the Roinn B decider Scoil Ruadhain, Tullaroan
edged out Clara in an exciting encounter on a 4-02 to 2-01 score
line. The Roinn C Final saw Mooncoin / Carrigeen prove too sirong
for brave Conahy side on a 11-03 to 1-02 score line. In the Roinn
D Final Bunscoil McAuley Rice, Callan proved too strong for a
brave Tullogher on a 8-02 to 3-00 score line. A great day was
had by all sides and the future of camogie is in safe hands.




PILTOWN SECURE FAMOUS CROKER VICTORY
By Michael 0'Leary

The greatest day in Piltown Camogie Club arrived on a wintry and
blustery day in Croke Park on Sunday March 1st, as they held off
a strong finish from defending All-Ireland Champions Lismore to
win by a solitary point in the All-Ireland Intermediate Club Final.
Piltown were driven on by the hurt of almost 18 months
previously, when they lost out by a solitary point to Ballyhale
Shamrocks in the County Intermediate decider after extra-time
in October 2013, with the Shamrocks girls going all the way to
the All-Ireland decider before

losing to Lismore after a replay.

However, Piltown responded and with a young squad that enjoyed
under-age success from Under-12 right through to Minor, it was
inevitable that their day would come

Those young girls who all enjoyed success at underage level
formed the backbone of their squad with twice Infer-County Senior
All-Star Katie Power and Republic of Ireland Soccer International
Karen Duggan leading the experience.

The South Kilkenny girls furned their attention fo the Leinster
Championship, and having safely negofiated Birr 1-11 to 0-4 in
their opening game, they were given a far sterner test of their
credentials by the twice previous All-lreland Junior Club
Champions, Myshall of Carlow.

In a tough close dogged encounter, Katie Power was the supreme
difference as Piltown emerged victorious 1-12 to 1-9 o set up
Leinster Final showdown with Camross of Laois.

A seven goal thriller emerged as Piliown edged out their Laois
opponents 3-10 fo 4-5 to secure a first provincial fitle.

Clane was once again the venue for their semi-final showdown,
and Piliown eventually emerged victorious 3-5 to 0-6 but not after
an almighty struggle.

Piltown marched onto Croke Park and the biggest day in their
history to face an experienced Lismore outfit who were the
defending All-Ireland Champions having defeated Ballyhale
Shamrocks last year

The Piltown girls ran out onto the Croke Park surface to be greeted
by conditions more suited to Siberia as snow descended upon GAA
headquarters.

Regardless of conditions, Piltown were not going to be distracted
from the ulfimate goal and the ultimate prize.

Having trailed fo an early Aoife Hannon free, Piltown replied with




three points in a two minute spell from Edel Long, Alice Talbot and Niamh Culleton.

The South Kilkenny girls took a firm grip on proceedings when Chloe Blackmore blasted home a
low shot to the net in the 12th minute to lead by 5 points. 1-3 to 0-1.

Piltown maintained that 5 point lead coming towards the interval, but Lismore were firmly back
in the contest by the half-time whistle when Aoife Hannon blasted home a 20 metre free fo
narrow the gap to two points, 1-6 o 1-4.

However, Piltown’s strength of character and resilience was significant in their success and they
regained a grip on proceedings when Chloe Holden and Aoife Talboy pointed early after the
restart fo double their advantage. 1-8 to 1-4.

Scores were often difficult fo come by amongst the wind and snowswept conditions, although the
tension was apparent throughout.

Piltown maintained that four point lead with seven minutes remaining (1-10 to 1-6) when points
from Katie Power and an inspirational captain'’s effort from Laura Norris added to their tally.
However, Lismore refused to relinquish their All-Ireland crown without a fight, and they added
three late points from two pointed Hannon frees either side of a point from play by Grainne
Kenneally.

Piltown though held out, and their defence held firm led by player of the match Kellyanne Doyle
superh, as the final whisile signalled the start of the celebrations.

Scorers Piltown v Lismore

Piltown — Alice Talbot 0-4(0-3 frees), Chloe Blackmore 1-0, Laura Norris 0-2, Niamh Culleton,
Katie Power, Edel Long and Chloe Holden 0-1 each

Lismore — Acife Hannon 1-7(frees), Grainne Kenneally and Nicola Morrissey 0-1 each,
Piltown Team All-Ireland Final:

Aoife Norris, Mairead Power, Elaine Kenny, Jennifer n Doyle, Laura Norris(captain), Alice Talbot,
Niamh Culleton, Katie Power, Edel Long, Chloe Holden, Chloe Blackmore, Leanne Long

Subs: Georgina Culleton for Talbot 47 minutes, Lisa McCarthy for Holden 59 minutes, Katelynn
Phelan for Phelan 61 minutes,

Rest of Squad: Carol McCarthy, Niamh Dermody, Ellen Commins, Sinead McCarthy, Aine Power,
Nicola Phelan, Maria Foley, Leanne Dunne, Siobhan Dermody, Fiona Long, Jean Power, Antonia
Power.

146



OGIE REPORT

Carrickshock U16/18 players who played a: —
arrickshock U12 Club Team 2015 Mullinavat/Carrickshock in 201




IRREPORT

nviroclad presenting new
person Theresa Aylward and
m the U14/U16 teams.

Players enjoy a Black and Amber Disco to show thei
for all the Kilkenny teams, Camogie, Hu

= The U12 at the annual Liam Ryan Memoral Hurlaton. Pictured
r, Conor and Chris the Clara players that where
land winning Kilkenny team. Also pitcured is the
famous Liam McCarthy Cup.

The U12 Captains that took part in a interesting League Final "
as numbers were so big two teams were
got to the league final which ende

Both the U12 Green and Pink team that played in the U12 League Final.
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CAMOGIE REPORT
GORESBRIDGE PAULSTOWN

Our U8 team front row who played Setanta Carlow
back row in Paulstown

Our U10 team front row who played Setanta Carlow
back row in Paulstown.

U14 County Final Captain Shauna Treacy with
the Trainers Charlie Byrne and Tom Brennan
after winning the U14 County Final

Caoimhe Kelly,
Kate Byrne and
Kayla Joyce Foley
hugging after
winning the
shield final at
Féile.

:Our U12 team who were in the Shield Final this year.




CAMOGIE REPORT =
JAMES STEPHENS iy

Hannah Kelly, James Stephens Camogie Club-Winner of the National Feile

Camogie Skills Competition 2015 pictured with Martin Skelly, National Feile
Committee and Catherine Neary, James Stephens Camogie Club and President
of the Camagie Association Ireland.

e Catherine Neary, James Stephens
|+ Camogie Club who was elected Presi-
dent of the Camagie Association Ire-
land in March 2015 for a term of
three years. All in James Stephens
Camogie Club are very proud of
Catherine on achieving the highest ho-
nour in Camogie and wish her all the
best for her term in office.

Members of the James Stephens U12 Camagie panel pictured with Aoife Neary, James Stephens and Kilkenny
Senior Camagie Team af the Meet and Greet evening held in Larchfield on 9th June, 2015.
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The Road to the Feile na nGael Ulster 2014
St Brigid’s U14 Camogie team along with their Management team of Jim O’Brien, Mick Walsh, Carmel Brennan, Cathriona Lanigan and Claire
Roberts began their journey to Ulster on 19th April 2014 with the group stages of the competition along with Rower Inistioge, Freshford and Naomh
Brid. St. Brigid’s played Rower Inistioge first and won. Next match was against Freshford, a victory secured again. The final match was against
Naombh Brid which St. Brigid’s won 3-4 to 1-3.

The county semi-final was the next stop. This took place in Clara GAA grounds on 3rd May 2014. The draw was St. Brigid’s V Mooncoin and Emer-
alds V O’loughlins. St. Brigids and Emeralds emerged the finalists and, on the same day, St. Brigid’s were crowned the winners and became the
Kilkenny representatives for the Feile na nGael in Ulster 2014 .

After much fundraising and organising, the St. Brigids team travelled to Lavey, Co. Derry where the Kilkenny girls were placed in Division 1, group C
along with Erin’s Own Lavey, Derry, Ballygalget, Down, and Scariff Ogonnelloe, Clare, playing for The Purcell Trophy.

The first match on Friday, 20th June was against Lavey (our hosts) which St. Brigid’s won. On Saturday St. Brigid’s played 3 matches and progressed
to a Shield Final on Sunday. This crucial match was against Wexford team, Cranford who, after a tough battle against St. Brigid’s, claimed victory.
However, the St. Brigid's girls did Kilkenny proud in every respect and a wonderful weekend was had by all
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Girls Taking Part in Hurl Smart Week

U10 Mini Games U14 walk up Slievenamon




CAMOGIE REPORT
MULLINAVAT

Senior Captain 2015 Miriam Frisby Mullinavat U12 Team 2015



)GIE REPORT
H BRID, BALLYRAGGET

d, Under 14 team, with their Coaches Jackie Lawless,
Caroline Phelan andt

id Camogie Club, Ballyragget, won 3rd prize in the
urlers” Co Op Draw, Number 3. The secretary, Sheila
presented with the 600 Euro holiday voucher for the
sort ,Co Cork, by John Glennon, the St. Patrick’s GAA

Co-ordinator, who sold the winning ticket.
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Officers 2015

Chairman — Noel Cummins

Vice Chair — Michelle Brennan

Secretary/Treasurer- Sheila Gunner

PRO- Seamus 0’Doherty

Child Welfare Officer- Betty Smith

Co. Board Delegates —Sheila Gunner /John Gunner /
Committee

Brid Kavanagh, Bernie 0’Doherty, Karen Phelan, Mags
Shiela Walshe.

Coaches

Brendan Walshe, Caroline Phelan, Jackie Lawless, Aida
Martin Foley

A well attended AGM was held in the St Patrick’s club
27h.

Over fifty girls registered with Naomh Brid for the 2015
up fo September.

Our main team, the under 14s had a long season d
competitive League & Championship games. The feam,
reached the Roinn D county final, but lost fo Paulstown
Rower Inistioge in the semi final. The team also played i
in April.

The under 12 team, although very young, played we
participated in three Blitz days, one of which was hostec
Ballyragget on May 9th.

The under 10 team participated in two development Bli
and we were delighted with their performances.

The under 8 team had some enjoyable oufings also and
their skills. They played very well in two practice games
Thanks to everyone who helped with transport duri
appreciation is due to Morgan 0’Kelly and Michael Fole
which was in top class condition for all of our games.
Our end of year party was held in the club house, on
was well attended. The county final runners up medals
while presentations were also made fo deparfing under
and Caroline Phelan — as well as our other four dedic
John Gunner, Martin Foley and Aidan Morrissey.

The Secretary, Sheila Gunner and PRO, Seamus 0 ‘Dohe
for their commitment to the club. There was a free dra
were won by registered players. Thanks o Ballyragget P
for sponsoring prizes.

The club enjoys tremendous gooduwill locally and we thai
support. Thanks also o St Patricks GAA Club and ifs Bo
The Kilkenny People newspaper published our nofes i
kept everyone informed about our activities and was

Retiring Naomh Brid Under

Brendan Walshe and Caroline P
presentation from team

Mollie Southgate and Mich




CAMOGIE REPORT
O’LOUGHLIN GAELS

a Greene and Laura Murphy - All Ireland
Minor Champions 2015

O’Loughlin Gaels U6Camogie Team 2015
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O’Loughlin Gaels U14 Camogie Team 2015

O’Loughlin Gaels U16 Camogie Team 2015 O’Loughlin Gaels Minor Camogie Team 2015




CAMOGIE REPORT
PILTOWN

Laura Norris raises
the Agnes O’Farrelly
Cup in Croke Park
after Piltown Camogie
| Club won the Interme-

diate Camogie Club

All Ireland, 1st March,
Piltown Camogie U12s who won their Group Championship 2015
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CAMOGIE REPORT
ROWER INISTIOGE

Rower Inistioge U6 to U16 girls after training




CAMOGIE REP
SLIEVERUE

For photos of Slieverue Minc_r?see County Camogie Report.
0HENY| Telephone :056 7755588

D S Fax:056 7755679
CRASH REPAIRS Mobile:086 2517030

Westcourt Business Park, Callan, Co.Xilkenny
E-mail: chris@dohenycrashrepairs.ie « Web: http://www.dohenycrashrepairs.ie

* Crash Repair Specialists * Full accident related service,
* Vehicle Recovery Service start to finish

» Arrange a replacement car for you * Eco friendly Paints
* Glasmatix estimating * Direct billing to insurance companies
(preferred tool of the insurance industry)  * Full Bodyshop Licence
* Insurance Approved

We are an appointed repair centre for
‘ Wi FIBID [AIG] TRAVELERS! i1




CAMOGIE REPORT
ST ANNE’S

U21 Captains, Mary Wall Pauls Town,
Siobhan Corcoran St.Annes.
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U21 County Champions 2015, Captain Siobhan Corcoran. U21 County Champions, Selfie Queens
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CAMOGIE REPORT
ST BRIGID’S

St Brigid’s U8’s 2015

St. Brigid's camagie club have had a fantastic 2015 season. All teams have had a successful year with several pieces of sil
verware coming back o the club. Our u8s and u10s all had brilliant games throughout the year in several blitz competitions.
Our U125 got to the semi final of the championship and also won the Rena Sheridan memorial tournament. Qur u14s got fo
the final of the Kilkenny feile competition and were also shield final winners.
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Mavura Comerford wins 1st prize in Piltown Draw
Eileen Heafey (Treasurer), Maura Comerford, Josie

Ronan (Ticket Seller, Pat Hayes (Club Chairman)

St Brigid’s U10’s 2015

Our Ul6s got to the quarter final after a great year and our minors came out on top
of Roinn B this year with a county final win over Windgap. Our intermediafes after
losing the county final last year were league champions of 2015 and championship
semi finalists.

At county level we had several representatives from the club. At senior level Aisling
Dunphy had a great year and has been nominated for an All-Star award in the midfield
position. Therese Muldowney and Ciara Murphy played with the Intermediates. iara
Murphy also represented the club at minor level and Eimear Keoghan and Eadaoin
Murphy were the stars in u16. On the U15 squads Leah Lanigan, Laoise Prenderville,
Claire Quigley, Kym Ryan and Tara Walsh represented the club. Katie Brennan, Maeve
Ging and Shona 0'Brien played u14 county. Also many of our girls had success at
school and colleges level.

We had a fantastic year in terms of fundraising too as our whist drives, annual Mary
McGrath tablequiz, '80s Disco night' and our 'Predict the Score” competition for the
All-Ireland were complete successes. Maura Comerford won It prize of a car in the
st Piltown draw, ficket sold by Josie Ronan. Our minors and intermediates were pre-
sented with gear bags for their achievements. Thank you to all who were involved
with the club and we hope fo have an even better 2016.




CAMOGIE REPORT
ST FIACHRA’S s R

St Fiachra’s U8 team 2015 U16 Roinn B, Finalists in both League & Championships




CAMOGIE REPORT
ST LACHTAIN’S
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U16 Poc Fada winner
Maria Brennan from
St Lachtains

U10 & U8 St Lachtain's Camogie Club
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CAMOGIE REPORT
ST MARTIN’S

St. Martins sponsor Donald Birnie
with St. Martins players Edwina
Keane, Stacey Quirke and
Chairperson Richard Nolan
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St Martin’s U16B Shield Winners 2015
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Stb Martin’s Seniors, Minors and U16’s 2015



RSIE REPORT
ASTOWN

young Under 13 camogie girls retained their All Ireland camogie 7s at
blin on the weekend of the senior Camogie All Ireland Final. Many of
own players were Fresh From their victory over Gowran in the U 14

e Previous weekend. In St Judes the girls played great all through the
ind won through to the Final where they beat the Carlow Champions.
apfain Roisin O Keeffe liffed the cup to huge cheers From their Suppori-
s. Therese Donnelly was named player of the tournament.

irls On Kilkenny Minor Team.

lalsh, Eimear Corr, Eimear Donnelly,
aura Tennyson, Aoife Farrell.

1 U6’ 2015, after their first challenge game against

/Inistioge. The start to a very successful year. Thomastown U8’s 201
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U/10 Camogie
By Fiona Po
The U/10 Camogie season ki
(just after Easter). An eager
of girls made up the panel o
were playing for f
After a few weeks of train
firstly hosted by Mullinavat,
home blitz. These saw the gi
some very strong oppositic
losses and victories gave
needed to be worked on in
Challenge matches again
Gowran, Danesfort, Bla
Graiguenamanagh were pla
growing in confidence and g
strengt
The season culminated with
Cup tournament on Septembe
out fo defend, if not better, o
2014. The girls showed theil
bined with the skills learnt a
out the season, and put o
beating James Stephens, Cal
bring home t

Of course, none of this woul
without the support and co
ents, so a huge thanks
Truly a great season...




CAMOGIE REPORT
TULLOGHER

Tullogher Camogie Club U14 Ll Roinn C League semi-fi- Tullogher U10 camogie team who had a successful year
nalists competing in the Go Games blitzes.

Tullogher Camogie Club U8 team: Successful year competing in Parish schools team: Finalists in Cumann na mBunscoil
the Go-Games blitzes pictured in Nowlan Park.

T T T
—

Tullogher Camogie Club Junior Team:

Tullogher C ie Club U12 t ictured i ke Park: Finalists in UT2
ullogher Camogie Clu eam pictured in Croke Park: Finalists in U Unbeaten in Kilmacud Crokes Blitz

Championship
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Windgap U8’s 2015 Windgap U12’s 2015




AMOGIE REPORT

Young club members meet our county pane
Emma Comerford and Sarah-Ann Quinlan af the

‘oung Irelands - Minor Championship Winners & League Finalists 2015 “Meet & Greet” evening

U10 girls and coaches on last night of coaching for 2015 U8 girls and coaches ;’:) ’,‘.';f night of coaching for
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CLUB REPORT

Vital work, led by new Chairman Michael Carroll, drove the juvenile section.
U6: Tom Coogan, Patrick Cummins, Richie Grant, Henry Shefflin and Tom Walsh
(Manager).

U8: Tom Coogan (Manager), Patrick Cummins, John Drennan, Richie Grant and Tom
Walsh.

U10: Tom (leers, Dave Gallagher and John Shefflin (Manager).

U12: John Corcoran, Jim Cullen (Manager) and John Shortall.

The U14 panel, looked after by Michael Carroll (Manager), Paul Coady and Eamonn
Walsh, put in solid work, despite limited numbers. Having defeated 0’Loughlin Gaels B
(5-18 to 3-1), they lost their quarter final with Kilmacow, 3-13 to 1-7.

UT4HC B Dara Mason, Tom 0'Dwyer, Cian Cullen, Tomds Barron, Finnian Shefflin,
Casey Corcoran (captain) 1-4 (0-3f), Christopher Coady, Rhys Anderson, Edmund
Fitzpatrick, Andrew Devereux, Stephen Barron 0-2 (f), Liam Barron 0-1, Niall Shortal,
David Lawler, Brandon Ryan. Subs: Michael Cullen for Niall Shortall (ht), Sedn Reade
for Brandon Ryan (46m); Larry Cody (away), Killian Corcoran (inj), Hussain Masood
(inj).

Lisdowney Sevens panel: Tomds Barron, Larry Cody, Killian Corcoran, Cian Cullen
(captain), Andrew Devereux, Edmund Fitzpatrick, Dara Mason, Tom 0'Dwyer, Finnian
Shefflin, Niall Shortall. Having defeated Barrow Rangers (1-7 to 1-3), this spirited group
exited fo Clarecastle, 9-6 to 0-1.

The U16 panel, looked after by Niall Mason, Patrick Phelan, Sedn Reid (Manager)
and Tommy Shefflin (Trainer), enjoyed a fine season. Quarter final winners over
Dunnamaggin (1-17 to 1-11), semi final winners over Thomastown United (3-15 o T-
15), they went down fighting to 0’Loughlin Gaels in the County Final, 1-21 to 0-11.
UT6HC A Dean Mason, Conor Doyle, Patrick Hearne, Keelan 0’Donaghue, Casey
Corcoran, Evan Shefflin 0-1 (f), Darragh Corcoran, Martin Davis 0-3, Jason Devereux,
Adham Masood 0-1, Adrian Mullen 04 (3f), Eoin Kenneally, Rindn Hayes (captain),
Stephen Barron, Eoin Cody 0-2. Subs: Liam Barron, Foin Walsh for Keelan 0"Donoghue
(41m), Christopher Coady, Cian Cullen, Edmund Fitzpatrick, James Reid, John Shortall;
Dylan Drennan Smyth (inj).

The Minor panel, looked after by Tom Coogan, Niall Mason, Sedn Reid (Manager)
and Tommy Shefflin (Trainer), made progress. Having defeated Danesfort (0-16 to 0-
14), they fell to 0’Loughlin Gaels in the quarter finals, 1-14 to 1-8.

MHC A Conor Reid, Patrick Hearne, Conor Phelan, Enda Kenneally, Patrick Doyle,
Darren Mullen 0-1 (f), Sully Masood, Adam Brenner, Evan Shefflin, Dylan Aylward,
Adrian Mullen 1-6 (0-6f), Dean Mason, Eoin Cody, Joe Cuddihy (captain), Martin Davis
0-1.Subs: Andrew Moran for Dean Mason (51m), Darragh Corcoran, Réndn Hayes, John
Hession, Keelan 0'Donoghue; Dylan Drennan Smyth (inj), Kevin Fennelly (inj), Foin
Kenneally (inj).

No gaelic football team could be entered in 2015, due to the Senior hurlers” Al lreland
campaign.

The Junior panel, looked after by Sedn Holden, John Kenneally, Patrick 0"Sullivan
(Manager) and Tom Walsh, improved on 2014. First off, on July 26, they lost a South
Championship first round with Glenmore, 1-19 to 1-7.

Later, they came fourth in their league group, ensuring the grade for 2016. Championship
commenced with a win over Clara, 4-16 to 2-14. Next up (for a depleted squad) was
exit to 0Loughlin Gaels in the third round, 1-20 fo 0-11.

JHC Eoin Knox (vice captain), Conor Phelan, Brian Butler, Tom Coogan, Eugene Aylward,
Jack Kenneally, Eoin Doyle 0-1, Willie Coogan 0-1, Darren Mullen 0-3 (1f), Dylan
Aylward 0-1, Patrick Reid 0-1, Patrick Mullen 0-4 (3f), Joe Cuddihy, James Connolly,
Patrick Doyle. Subs: Conor Reid, Anthony Walsh for Eugene Aylward (4ém), John
Hession, Mark Phelan; Michael Carroll (inj), Rdnan Corcoran (fied), Aidan Cummins
(tied), Pddraig Holden (captain; tied), David Hoyne (fied), Adrian Mullen (inj), Kevin
Mullen (tied), Keith Nolan (tied), Shane Timmons (away), Eddie Walsh (away).

The Junior B panel was looked affer by John Dermody (Manager), Sedn Holden, Keith
Murphy and Paul Shefflin. Notably improving on last season, they won five of their ten
league ties.

Championship wise, the Junior Bs defeated Tullogher Rosbercon by 1-19 to 2-3. An
understrength selection lost to Kilmacow in a South quarter final, 0-14 fo 0-9.

JHC B Conor Reid, Eddie Walsh, Brian Butler, John Dermody 0-1, Niall Smyth, Jack
Kenneally, Anthony Walsh, Willie Coogan, Conor Phelan, Michael 0"Sullivan 0-1, James
Connolly (captain) 0-4 (3f), Patrick Doyle, Andrew Moran 0-1, James Deasy 0-1 (),
Mark Phelan. Subs: John Hession 0-1 for James Deasy (inj, 25m), Dylan Doran for
Mark Phelan (ht), Derek Fitzpatrick for Andrew Moran (54m), Adom Brenner, Shaun
Donnelly, Dave Gallagher, Shane Timmons; Dylan Aylward (work), Michael Carroll in),
Joe Cuddihy (Kilkenny Minors), Kevin Fennelly (inj), Kieran Grace (away), Enda
Kenneally (inj), Advian Mullen (away), Keith Murphy (inj).

The U21 panel, looked after by Aidan Cummins, John Drennan (Manager) and
Michael 0"Sullivan, beat Mullinavat by 0-21 to 1-11 in a South quarter final.
U21THC A Evan Shefflin, Conor Phelan, Brian Butler, Eugene Aylward, Darren Mullen
0-1, Jack Kenneally (captain), Kevin Mullen, Rinan Corcoran, Patrick Doyle, Brian Cody
0-3, Patrick Mullen 0-11 (8f), Foin Doyle, James Deasy, Joe Cuddihy 0-1, Adrian Mullen
0-5.Subs: Dean Mason, Foin Kenneally for James Deasy (55m), Martin Davis for Joe
Cuddihy (57m), Enda Kenneally for Eugene Aylward (59m), Adam Brenner, Shaun
Donnelly, Andrew Moran, Tom 0'Keeffe; Dylan Aylward (inj), Patrick Heare (inj), Mark
Phelan (inj), Conor Reid (in}).

The club was saddened by the passing of Pat Connolly, Margo Coogan and Bab Phelan.

BALLYHALE SHAMROCK

Junior Team:Back L-R: Conor Reid, Eugene Aylward, Tom Coogan, John Hessian, Brian Butler,
Paddy Reid, Jack Kenneally, Eoin Doyle, James Connolly, Anthony Walsh, Darren
Mullen.Front L-R: Patrick Mullen, Paddy Doyle, Eoin Knox, Joey Cuddihy, Willie Coogan,
Dylan Aylward, Conor Phelan, Mark Phelan.

> J"'

Junior B Team:Back L-R: Brian Butler, Anthony Walsh, John Dermody, Derek Fitzpatrick,
Eddie Walsh, Shaun Donnelly, James Deasy, John Hessian, Dave Gallagher, Jack Kenneally,
Adrian Mullen, Dylan Aylward, Keith Murphy. Front L-R: James Connolly, Kevin Fennelly,
Andrew Moran, Adam Brenner, Mark Phelan, Enda Kenneally, Willie Coogan, Paddy Doyle,
Conor Phelan, Michael Sullivan, Conor Reid.

U21 Team. Back L-R : Dean Mason, Evan Shefflin, Jack Kenneally, Darren Mullen, Joey Cud-
dihy, Adrian Mullen, James Deasy, Brian Cody, Brian Butler, Eugene Aylward, Kevin Mullen,
Eoin Doyle, Paddy Mullen, Tom O’Keeffe, Front L-R: Adam Brenner, Andrew Moran, Ronan
Corcoran, Paddy Doyle, Conor Phelan, Enda Kenneally, Patrick Hearne, Eoin Kenneally, Mar-
tin Davis, Shaun Donnelly.
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CLUB REPORT
BARROW RANGERS

Under 10’s in Nowlan Park

Captain Paddy Purcell
with the Junior B Cup

Barrow Rangers team at Roanmore in 2001
Back: Ciaréan Breen, Michael Whitely, Tom Brennan,
Paul Connolly, Michael O’Brien, Edward Prendergast,
Kevin Brennan.

Front: John Brennan, Michael Lonergan, Tommy Wall,
Daniel O’Neill and Eoin Kavanagh.



CLUB REPORT
BENNETTSBRIDGE
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A Young ‘Bridge supporter Bennetisbridge Captain, Enda Morrissey with Jason Cleere and Kevin Blanchfield (Bennettsbridge) cele-
with the All Ireland Trophy. club sponsor, P.J. Cullen, after the IH Final. brate after tintermediate Hurling Final (Photo: Eoin Hennessy)
(Photo: Willie Dempsey) (Photo: Eoin Hennessy)

Bennettsbridge supporters at the Junior Hurling All-Ireland Final
in Croke Park. (Photo: Eoin Hennessy)

Bennettsbridge players, celebrate at the full
time whistle after the All-Ireland Final.
(Photo: Eoin Hennessy)

sbrid
A:dan Byrne, Shane Byrne and front, Kevm Blanchfteld L:am Blanchf:eld Darragh Wafer,
Cormac Wafer, Aidan Cleere, Nicky Cleere, Sean Morrissey and Enda Morrissey.
(Photo: Eoin Hennessy)

Once again 2015 has not been all about celebrations when we said goodbye to a number of club members and supporters. The
Club would like to extend our sympathies to the families of all those who passed away during the last 12 months. The club also
lost a good friend when neighbour Johnny Ryan died following an accident. Johnny was a regular visitor to The Bridge over
many years and will be missed by all who knew him. Again may they all rest in peace.



CLUB REPORT
BLACKS & WHITES

- i
Some of the B&W Ué's at our
Annual Inter County Blitz
Above: B&W U12's at Conahy Blitz 2015
Lower Right: B&W U8's at our
Annual Inter-County Blitz 2015

Teams from the B&W Annual Inter County Blitz 2015
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CLUB REPORT
CARRICKSHOCK

Carrickshock Under 10s brought a smile to all the locals who

braved the elements for the Stoneyford Field Day, winning the The Under 12s finished off a great year by winning
the Piltown blitz, beating Carrick Swans in a thrilling

The Under 6s met all 3 city clubs as well as the famed Liam The Under 8s made the trip to Dunnamaggin for their field
McCarthy in the O'Loughlin's Tournament. day back in August and took home the silverware in the

final against their hosts.

Well done to the Under 14s, winners of Lory Kiely Tournament, St. Molleran's, Carrickbeg for the 2nd year in a row.
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CLUB REPORT
CARRIGEEN

Bob o Keeffe Memorial Cup Win-
ners Carrigeen retained the Bob
O’Keeffe memorial Cup by beat-
ing Borris in Ossory/Kilcotton on
a scoreline
1-19 to 1-18. Seen here is
Carrigeen captain
Cathal O’Keeffe, goalkeeper
Jamie Carroll and young
supporter Matthew Walsh with
the Bob O’Keeffe cup.

The Annual Underage Hurling and
Camogie Astro Turf tournaments
were held in the early part of 2015.
Included in this Photo is the captain
of the Abbeyside U13 team receiv-
ing the Eddie Quinn memorial cup
from Anthony Quinn. Also included
is Pat Dunphy Secretary and former
Chairman Richie Quinn. Also for the
first time ever Camogie was played
as a fournament in Carrigeen. Pil-
town defeated Thomastown in the
Cup Final while Mooncoin defeated
Windgap in the Shield Final.

!'.[{-'}F“L.

South Junior B League Finalists Carrigeen have reached the final of the South Junior B League (Final not played at time of print)
Back: Mark Long, Jonny Jacob, Joey O’Hanlon, Cathal O’Keeffe(Capt), Johnny Cooney, Chris O’Hanlon, Wayne Kelly,
Anthony O’Brien, Thomas O’Brien, Noel Butler, Cathal Quigley, Eoin Gallagher, Liam Roche, Richie O’Brien.

Front: Fintan Dermody, Frank Law, Dean Gates, Hilary Delahunty, Kevin Law, J.J. Butler, A.J. Cronin, Jamie Carroll, Pat Phelan,
Brian Gallagher, Stephen Blackmore, Craigh Collins.
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CLUB REPORT

Shane and Neal Prendergast celebrating winning

Ladies Gaelic Football is growing stronger
the Senior County final. Shane has had a great
year for club and County, playing in the Leinster

every year. Pictured is this years U8 team.
Carmel Brennan the first fe- A nursery program was also run this year
Final and both the All-Ireland Semi-Final and All- male chairperson of a GAA for U6 down which was a great success.
Ireland Final with Kilkenny. Topping off the year Club in Kilkenny. Well done to all involved.
winning the Senior League and Championship
with the club. May all the success continue.

U10 Hurlers at the annual Liam Ryan Memorial Hurlaton in Wall-
slough. This yearly blitz is a great end of year event for all age
groups from U6 to adults in both Hurling and Camogie.

U14 Ladies Football County Champions proudly sponsored this year by Mark Murphy Motors. This team is going from strength
to strength. Congratulations to all the Team, Management and Club Officials on the great year all the teams have had.
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CLUB REPORT
CLONEEN

Cloneen HC Management team
Cloneen Golf Classic Winners Alan Hosey (Selector), John
Martin Joe Mealy, Freddie Booth, Sean McDonald (Manager), John Paul Cloneen HC Run 2015
Mansfield, Willie Brennan O’Neill (Selector)

Cloneen Hurling team - Leinster League Finalists
Back: Liam O Neill, Kevin Brennan, Sean Geoghegan, Brian Cahill, Kevin Phillips, Conor McDonald, Shane Kieran, Ronan
Walsh, Gary Delaney, Eoin Doyle, Daniel Brennan, Paul Donnelly, Tom Joe Comerford, Fergal Brennan, Gearoid O Neill,
Cormac McDonald, Graham Lawlor, Padraig Delaney, Ciaréan Cooney.
Front: Sean Feehan, Padraig Cooney, Conor Delaney, Philip Roceh, Paul Kelly, Sean O Neill, MJ Feehan, Cyril Stedmond, lan
Brennan, Mark Maguire, Breannain Buggy, Marc Purcell .
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The club hosted a Foundation Level Coaching Course at the start
of the year which was facilitated by Kilkenny GAA Games Man-

ager Brian Ryan and Kilkenny GDA James Meagher. Well done
to all who took part. BLAST FROM THE PAST - Conahy Shamrocks Under-14

hurlers before the parade for Féile na nGael 1978.

The under-12 hurlers enjoyed a very successful year, the highlight of which was the winning of the
Jim Comerford Memorial Tournament, organised by the club in September.
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CLUB REPORT
DANESFORT

Treasurer Michael Corr, Paul Murphy, Tom Finn of Euromedn:, e

Richard Hogan and Chairman Finbarr Kelly. Euromedic are a by

very big part of our club and we are very glad to have them | = =
on board.

Danesfort UT10 Team

Our new floodlit pitch. The pride of the parish and of
all those who contributed through our local Lotto.

Some representatives of the JJ Reddy 5k, 10k and
half marathon Committee. Their work is much appre-
ciated and a great day was has by all.
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Danesfort’s Richie Hogan and Paul Murphy with their 2015 All Star Awards
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CLUB REPORT
DICKSBORO
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Launch of Dicksboro GAA & Camogie Club's B i':"-? - ‘:';1 f
"Buy a Block for the ‘Boro" campaign 20 July.
(from left): Seamus Rochford, Mandy Butler, Jim
Murphy, Eddie Holohan, Ted Carroll, John Treacy Bl
and Paf Moylan.

Launch of the All-Ireland Senior Hurling Series
in Palmerstown. RTE's Marty Morrissey with
club members Mick Byrne, Seamus Rochford

(Treasurer) and Declan Gough.

A day the UT1 and U12s of Dicksboro will never forget with GAA president Aogén O
Fearghail, Cillian Buckley, Kieran Bergin (Tipp), Andy Smyth (Galway) and Noel Con-
nors (Waterford) at the launch of the All Ireland hurling series

3 Finalists in the Marty Morrissey Look-alike
Competition.
Winner Tom O’Donoghue (Centre)

Photographed on Friday, Augusf 3 at the Dicksboro Summer Camp are County Hurling Stars Joey Holden, Colin Fennelly
and Padraic Walsh with the participating children, team leaders and Camp Co-Ordinators John and Grainne Timmons.
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CLUB REPORT
DUNNAMAGGIN

Alex Walsh was the lucky
juvenile club member whose
name came out of the hat and
got to carry the Liam
McCarthy trophy to a podium
on the field which both teams
fled past as they headed to
warm up. Alex then carried
the cup back up to the podium
in the presentation area on
the steps of the Hogan Stand.
Well done to Alex for doing a
great job and for representing
our club so well on another

great day for Kilkenny. Dunnamaggin Gaa & Dunnamaggin LGFC

held a very successful Field day in August.
Thank you to all who helped out in any
way or attended to make it such a great

The purchase of a new ftraining field in
Kilmoganny was completed this summer.
Thde Ffelihas dnow been dfen.;’e : off, l;evt;led, Our U12’s had a very busy season playing in a variety of blitzes. They won
rained and sown and wifl be ready for the Tullogher/Rosbercon Blitz and also won the Danesfort Shield also.
use in 2016. :
Well done to all involved.

Our junior hurlers reached the South final this year and in a cracking game just missed out by the slimmest of margins
against neighbours Carrickshock.
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CLUB REPORT
EMERALDS

Winning team from the Jim Tobin memorial cup which was held in Urlingford in August.

179



CLUB REPORT
ERIN’'S OWN

Andrew Korff and John Buggy
Kilkenny People of the Year 2015 Award
winners for commitment to youth.

Erin's Own Under U-8 Team 2015

John McGuinness, T.D

Constituency Office, O’Loughlin Road, Kilkenny

Phone: 056-7770672/3
Fax: 056-7770674
Mob : 087-2855834

Email:

For appointments please call Ann Bergin, Monday to
Friday, 9am - 5pm



CLUB REPORT
FENIANS

Butchers Richar
Karina Nolan, Noel Nolan, Eileen Nolan, Marguerite Dermody, Kathleen Webster and Audi (J.J. Delaney's father) at the J.J. Delaney
Garrett at the J.J. Delaney Exhibition match in Johnstown. (Photo: Eoin Hennessy) Exhibition match in Johnstown. (Photo: Foin Hennessy)

Fenian captain John Henderson
receiving the Credit Union SH Shield
from Ned Quinn Chairman Co Board.

Fenian officers and supporters, Michael Young Fenian hurlers at the J.J. Delaney Exhibition match in Johnstown.
Ryan, Milo Quinlan and Padraig Delaney (Photo: Eoin Hennessy)

at Fenians dog night.
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CLUB REPORT
GALMOY

Mary Stanley, Galmoy and
Liam O'Neill at U21 Challenge
in Trumera

Galmoy GAA
Club Volunteers
Frank Grace,
Brendan
Sherman,Liam
Drennan & Pat
Glendon painting
the Galmoy
Handball Alley in
September

The three Galmoy players
who represented Ireland
overseas in 2015 and are
regular players in Galmoy
Pavilion: (L to R) Billy Drennan
(Handball in Canada in Au-
gust), Daniel Hanrahan (Rac-
quetball in Dominican
Republic in November) &
Mary Ellen Phelan (Racquet-
ball in Dominican Republic
in November).
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CLUB REPORT
GLENMORE

Ger Aylward with his All Stars

Glenmore players celebrate at the final whistle after the Junior Hurling Championship Final 2015 Trophy

in Nowlan Park. (Photo: Eoin Hennessy)

(Photo: SPORTSFILE)

Glenmore u 14 team who won Roinn B football county final and also Roinn B shield.

Glenmore’s Eoin Murphy and Ger Aylward celebrate after
victory after the All Ireland Final.
Diarmuid Greene / SPORTSFILE

The Glenmore GAA club extend sympathy to the families of people from the parish who were bereaved
in the last year and it is with great sadness that the club remembers Martin Cass, a son of Glenmore's
townsland of Aylwardstown who was club Chairman in the 1980s. Martin oversaw successes developing
within the club from the underage structure upwards in his time as club chairman.

Ted Dollard from Ballyfacey, was a selector with Glenmore’s senior hurling county final winning team of
1990 who went on to secure the club All-Ireland fitle of 19910n St. Patrick’s day of that year in the GAA's
headquarters of Croke Park which brought great pride and joy to the parish of Glenmore.

The club also records the passing of Donie Cody of Carrigcloney, a much regarded and respected young
gael of the parish who died at a tender young age of 33 years in the closing days of November 2013.
Donie served as club secretary in the early 2000's and was also involved with teams in his playing years.
Donie was a great club person, and follower of both club and county teams.

Glenmore’s club President Seamus Dunphy of Ballyverneen passed away in early March of 2015, having
made a huge contribution to the Glenmare GAA club as a long time secretary of the club spanning over
forty years service to his beloved and native Glenmore. Seamus greatly influenced a generation of young
men of the parish and was delighted to see these young men achieve great success on hoth club and,
county hurling teams, and was a major part of the club structure for many years. In years gone by when
cars weren’t a common sight across the parish, Seamus Dunphy was always at the ready to collect the
young players and get them to the designated field of play, wherever that may be in the county of Kilkenny,
and his generosity and kindness of spirit is a great memory for those many young men who travelled with
him.

Nicky Fitzgerald of Rickardsland was laid to rest most recently, and Nicky a very well known, and respected
Glenmore GAA club supporter, who never missed a match, be it hurling, or foothall, from underage matches
all the way up through the age groups of the club’s teams.

Ar dheis De go raibh a n-anamnacha dilis.




Finished wall 2015

MEMORY LANE

Graignamanagh
Footballers 1972

Back: Pat Cahill, Larry But-
ler, Paddy McDonald,
Hugh Ryan, Seamus
Holden, Liam Cody, Donal
Cullen, Colm McDonald
R.I.P, Tom "Tucker" Foley,
Sean O'Neill
Front row
Peter Prendergast, Jack
O'Connor, Michael Walsh,
Ger Kavanagh, Paul
Hickey, Thomas Kinsella,
Pat Kavanagh, Dicko
Foley.

U14's 2015+

Above: U8’s from Ken Walsh 2015
Left: Juveniles in Parade 2015




CLUB REPORT
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Forecast Winner Presentation
L to R: Pat Hayes, Chairman: Philomena Brennan,
Secretary: Lory Comerford, Sold Winning Entry:

Philip Cass, M{inner : Dave O'Neill, Vice-Chairman: Ballycallan Ballad Group in Croke Park on All Ireland Final Day 2015
Eileen Heafey, Treasurer: L to R: Patricia Power, Tracy Millea, Mary B. Dunphy, Anne Ging, Alex McCluskey,
Nicola Molloy, Vinnie Cleere.
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CLUB REPORT £
JAMES STEPHENS o

Four in a Row: Diarmuid Cody, Eoin Larkin, Jackie
Tyrrell and Matthew Ruth celebrate with the Liam
Clare O'Dwyer is presented with the winning voucher from the Piltown McCarthy Cup in the dressing rooms in Croke Park.
Draw for a new car which she bought from James Stephens GAA Club.
With her are Catherine Kinsella, seller of ticket, Tom Keane, Treasurer, and
Seamus Daly, Secretary, James Stephens GAA Club. (Photo: Foin Hennessy)

27 PATRICK' 5
P L3

Mick Crotty, Paddy Neary and Val Malone hold the
two great trophies of Irish sport at the launch of the
Cumann na mBunscoileanna history.

Club stalwart Patrick Millea keeps his son Paul aloft
as they celebrate a great day in Kilkenny hurling.

Brian Cody returns to St. Patrick’s De La Salle with the Liam Mc-
Carthy Cup for the eleventh time.t




CLUB REPORT
JOHN LOCKES

The John Lockes Club currently fields teams in hurling, Camogie and Ladies Gaelic Football with ages ranging from u-6 to
adult in all codes. The Club boasts some of the finest facilities in the county

John Lockes Junior Football team who returned to compete in the
Kilkenny Championship after an absence of a number of years

John Lockes U.6 team 2015. Stars of the future. reaching the semi final and have qualified for the League Semi Final

John Lockes Junior County Finalists 1982.
Back: Pat Power, Mick Meagher, Tom Ryan, John O’Dwyer,
Ollie Fennelly, EJ.Ryan, PJ.Townsend, Mick Power.
John Lockes U12 team enjoyed a very good campaign in 2015 and  Front: Mick Walsh, Paddy Scriven, Barrie Henriques, Jimmy
all are looking forward to enjoying the year ahead. Donovan, Jimmy Condon, Tommy Freeman, Mick Wall.

John Lockes ladies football team 2015 competed in Carlow/Kilkenny Intermediate League
and beaten Kilkenny semi finalists
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CLUB REPORT
KILMACOW

Kilmacow U8s 2015 - had another great and busy year, playing In 2015 or U11 hurlers went unbeaten in the Waterford City League

Blitzs and games in Mullinavat , Mooncoin , Slieverve , Glenmore and won Div 2. They also played games versus the Division 1 winners
Ballygunner. and more than held their own. They showed great im-
provement and seen to have a never ending appetite for learning and

P TR hurling having training days with Richie and John Power and also
“'ﬂ"t"_"t'_ Derek McGrath (Waterford senior Manager). Huge thanks and credit to
o "y x Rory Williams and Dev Lowe and all the parents for they support.

and the Roanmore Ground Hurling Blitz. Thanks to Mark
McDonald, Ed Murphy and Trevor Grant. Well done to all.

The U12s as seen here in Windgap at the annual Heritage Week
Final, this team are constantly improving. They also met the
Powers and Derek McGrath for some coaching and had a mid
term wall ball session with John Burns in Ferrybank. They played
in the WCL and the Kilkenny Go Games and thanks go out to
coaches Dev and Rory, the players and their parents. Ué6s - had a great year, with 26 players registered and played games

versus Piltown, Mooncoin , Roanmore , Slieverve , Dunamaggin and
Mullinavat. Thanks to coaches John Daniels, Shane Power and
James ONeill, all the players and parents

Kilmacow U10s who were runners up in both the Eamonn
O’Donovan Memorial Blitz in Slieverue and the Dicksboro U10
Blitz. These young men had a great great year. Well done to all
and especially coaches Eamonn Ready and Ger Long.

Down Memory Lane - Feile 2007 Div Final Kilmacow versus
Bennetsbridge. Of the 9 lads still hurling, 7 started the 2015
Co Junior final
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CLUB REPORT
LISDOWNEY
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Development Work - New seating on village side of pitch

GraigueBallycallan- JJ Kavanagh & Sons Lisdowey 7's
Shield Winners

Lisdowney Legends Return Team plus Guests
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CLUB REPORT
MOONCOIN

Willie Kearns presenting cheque to Mooncoin Hurling Club
who came second in Iverk Show Tug O War.

i iy ¥ F S
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Lucy Quinn, Clare Walsh, Joan Daly with two other
helpers at Mooncoin Fun Day.

Eoin Doyle presenting sponsorship
cheque to Paddy Crowley and
Danny Purcell

Mooncoin New Beginners.
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CLUB REPORT

Captains Colin McGrath(Muckalee) and Kevin Phillips (Railyard) with
referee Conor Everard before the drawn Co SF Final (Willie Dempsey)

The highlight of the year for the Club was the qualification of senior
football team in reaching its seventh Senior championship final in
succession.

The league commenced on the 3rd February 2015 and the team had
wins over Thomastown, 0'Loughlins, James Stephens. The league semi
final was played against Railyard on 21st February 2015 with
Railyard winning on a score line Railyard 1-8 Muckalee 0-6 after a
keenly tight match.

The championship first outing was a win over Conahy by 3-8 to 1-6.
The semi final was played against Glenmore and was won by score
line 3-11 to 0-6 and thus the club qualified for its seventh senior
county final on the trot. The final was played against Railyard on 04th
July 2015 and after a very exciting game it finished in a draw on a
score line of Muckalee 0-8 to Railyard 1-5.

The replay was played on the 23rd August 2015 and after an excellent

Resurfaced walking Track with new Lights

MUCKALEE GFC

match Railyard were the victors 2-8 to 1-09.

The junior football team completed well in its matches in the league
but the team lost the first round of the championship in a well
contested game to Railyard by 1-7 to 1-6.

Congratulations to players Noel Darcy, Ollie Walsh and Robert Shore
who played a major part in winning the British Junior Championship
with Kilkenny in 2015.

Special thanks to our team sponsor Mr Jim Bolger and all those that
helped the club in any way during the year.

Club Development
The club upgraded the surface of the walking track around the pitch
during 2015. New lights have also been installed around the walking

Paddy Nolan (Muckalee in action in the Co SF Final (Wilie Dempsey)

track which will encourage all the members of various clubs within
the parish to make more use of the facilities available at the Club
grounds. The walking facility is available year round for all the peaple
of the parish. Finance of the upgrade was partly funded by Kilkenny
County Council.

Confirmation of significant funding from the governments Sports
Capital Programme was announced in October. This funding will help
significantly to finance the next stage of development on the dressing
rooms which the Club hopes to complete during 2016 and has
planning permission in place to proceed.

Bereavements
The club would like to extend sympathies to all club members who
suffered bereavements during the year.

Coon Muckalee U13 School Team 2015




CLUB REPORT
MULLINAVAT

s i
&

Monsignor Tommy Maher RIP
In the year where we recall the passing of
Kilkenny G.A.A. legend Monsignor Tommy
Maher Mullinavat G.A.A. club would like to
record its appreciation of the huge
contribution made by Monsignor Maher to
hurling in the parish. In 1983 he was
appointed Parish Priest of Mullinavat and
immediately became involved in the local
hurling scene. It came as no surprise to
anybody that in 1984 Mullinavat won the
Junior Championship for the first time since
1939. His influence on our club endures to
this day. Two of our senior hurling selectors,
John Dunphy and Tommy Frisby and senior
camogie manager JohnJoe Aylward were
players on that victorious Junior side of 1984. Mullinavat Under 10 team in Nowlan Park 2015

Mullinavat Victorious Senior Camogie Team with Fans
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CLUB REPORT

O’LOUGHLIN GAELS
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Captain David Fogarty hoists the Feile Peil Div 5
Winners trophy aloft in front of a very happy u14
squad.

Brian Hogan receives a special presentation from
County Board Chairman Ned Quinn on behalf of
O'Loughlin Gaels GAA in recognition of his
achievement as a player. Picture includes Club
tPresident Eamon Doyle, Vice Chairman Martin Han-
lon and Chairman Eddie Buckley

Eddie Leahy and Eamon Doyle present the "Eamon
Leahy Cup" to the Sarsdfields GAA captain after his
team won the inaugural Eamon Leahy Memorial Minor
tournament held at St. John's Park in August.

Esther Maher and Lorraine Maher receive their cheques from Club Chairman
Eddie Buckley after winning the Club Lotto in August.

Centre, with section of the over 200 strong participants from this years very suc-
cessful O'Loughlin Gaels GAA Summer Camp

Mark Kelly and Niall Bergin address the juvenile players at O'Loughlin Gaels GAA
Summer Camp 2015

The O'Loughlin Gaels players from the Juvenile Celebration Night held in January celebrating the success of u14, u16 and Minor teams in the

2014 season.
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U-13 team - Shield winners at Glenmore
U-13 Tournament

Obituaries:
Willie Maher, Oldcourt, Templeorum, Piltown

Johnny O'Neill, Oldcourt, Templeorum, Piltown

Ned Butler, Harristown, Templeorum, Piltown
Ar dheis Dé go raibh siad.

Bill Costello Hurling School of Excellence summer camp.
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Ger Campion (secretary), Jim Treacy (winner club Lotto), Jimmy Roche (chairman), Florence Brennan (Sponsor),
John Mabher (ticket Seller) Kevin Phillips (Capt.), Ger Campion (Secretary)
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CLUB REPORT s
ROWER INISTIOGE o

MLM Sponsorship of Senior Hurling Team. Michael and Mary Lyng pres- Fr. Tom Murphy, Eddie Keher, Pat Hartigan,
ent sponsorship to Club officials, Team mentors and players for the Senior [, ¢ Scriven, J.P. McManus and TJ Ryan at the

Hurling team. opening of GAA facilities in Inistioge in May.

)
Z VALY oy
b

New Electronic Scoreboard. Representatives of local Building
Firm Tierney & O Neil handing over sponsorship to GAA Club
officials and Committee Members for the Electronic score-
board that was installed in Inistioge in May 2015.

Clockwise from bottom left:
Referee James Owens with Kilkenny Captain Joey Holden and Limerick
Captain Donal O’Grady.

1st Prize success in Hurlers Co-Op Draw. GAA Club Chairman Michael Byrne,

Breda English Treasurer, Jack Lyng, Michael Lyng and Neil Lyng presenting

Kathleen and John Wilmot with their first Prize in the Hurlers Co-Op Draw.
2015 U-10 team that played Tullogher at the interval in the Kilkenny Limerick

game to mark the opening of GAA facilities in May 2015.




CLUB REPORT
SLIEVERUE

Our Minors competed in Roinn A this year for the first

time in the clubs history. In the League we had a 50%
Club officials Peter Gaynor, Andy Murphy, Jim Walsh, Ger Frisby, Mary

Rockett and Michael Connolly at the presentation of a defibrillator to

win rate and competed very well against James

Stephens in the Quarter Final of the championship.
the parish of Slieverue by the GAA club which was erected in the John

O'Donovan Parish Centre.

The juniors are making
progress under new man-
ager Liam Knox.
It wasn't easy this year
having to rebuild a team
and start to play the
younger players which will
benefit the club in the long
run. We lost to Kilmacow in
the Quarter Final of the
Championship a game
which could have gone ei-
ther way. It was good year
despite having no silver-
ware but hopefully we will
have that success next
year.

Despite losing its been a good year and
great progress has been made to date and more is to

Our 7,8,9 & 10 boys & girls had a season-end day in the Dunmore
East Adventure Centre. It was a great way to reward the young
players for their hard working during the past year.

Another fantastic year was had at the annual Eamonn O'Donovan Memorial U10 tournament. Disappointing
that our own team didn't win but there’s always next year. It's the highlight in the club’s calendar.
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CLUB REPORT
ST FIACHRA’S

Schools Roinn € Champs 2015
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CLUB REPORT
ST LACHTAIN'S

St Lachtains SH Team 1968 - beaten one point in County Semi-final by eventual winners, Rower Inistioge
Back: Mikie Dowling, Richie Teehan, Neilius O’Connor, Pa Dillon, Tom Butler, John Teehan, Sean Flynn, Paddy Brennan, Donal
Heaphy, Martin Dalton, Jack Lacey.
Front: Denis Butler, John Joe Quinn, Jimmy Cullinane, Paddy Butler, Sean Buckley, Jimmy Dooley, Alfie Hickey, Jimmy Dwane.

199



CLUB REPORT
ST MARTIN’S

. . . . Three Muckalee Youngsters
U 14 Captain receiving League Trophy Minor Captain Eoin Murphy receiving

from P O’Flynn

Pakie Lawler with Shane and
Shield Trophy from Joe Pyke Thomas.

Anna, Mary, June and Lorraine at

Feile weekend.

St. Martin’s GAA Development
St. Martin’s field development continued
in 2015 with the completion of a
pedestrian entrance at the school end,
which will make access to our grounds
much safer. Thanks to all who worked
on the installation.
Kildergan Enterprises LTD (Seamus
Coady) has kindly sponsored a new
scoreboard which will be installed very
soon.

Thanks also to our local sale of work
committee and drama group (The
Kilquan Players) for their donations to
the field committee which are greatly
appreciated.

The plan for 2016 is to give our dressing
rooms some attention and install new
pitch side railings to complement
previous project work. Lights are to be
installed on the all-weather area and an
indoor training facility will be back on
the agenda for 2016.

Best of luck for 2016, St. Martin’s Abu

Field Day in Coon
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Minor team who won Shield Final




CLUB REPORT
ST PATRICK’S

Clubman Kieran Delaney creates a GAA & Game Up for the match arrives in the club to film for upcoming All Ireland final be-
of Thrones inspired throne and it makes head- tween Kilkenny and Galway. Using the Throne designed by clubman Kieran
lines on various online sites. Delaney as their focal point for the segment.

USA baseball player visits our club
grounds with James Stephens in associa-

tion with ;.MB'S "The Touqhesf" Program Club cc ittee, members and players all gather on the grounds to help out with the
aired on TV3 this year. stone picking for the second field, currently being developed by the club.

=) [=m]
@ [=

The club fundraiser event "Rose of Hurley" is on 21.NOV. 15 and this was the first time the 'Roses'
met their 'Escorts' and members of the Event Committee.
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CLUB REPORT
THOMASTOWN

New mural on drssing room wall in
Grennan

GAA and Vintage Club presenting Carlow/Kilkenny
Home Care with chegue from field day proceeds
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Intermediate team before the IHC semi final in Nowlan Park Our US8s in Croke Parkt
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Loyal supporters Tina Walshe, Jib Dalton Winners of the Road hurling
and Victor Hennessy enjoying a chat at half Threecastles v Cloneen competition on St. Stephen's day
time 2014

Some action at the Threecastles v Erin's Own
Junior B League maich

5km Fun Run Oct. 2015

Threecastles Team 2015
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CLUB REP

Richie Holland and Tommy Walsh accept the
Leinster League trophy

- h g - :

IS . . i ). i
Tommy, Jack, Sam, Derek and Catherine Holmes and Ruth Costello af the Some of the audience who attended the Tullaroan GAA Celebration night for Tommy Walsh in the style of
night for Tommy Walsh Life’ in Langtons. 'This is your Life" in Langtons. (Photo: Eoin Hennessy)

204



CLUB REPORT
TULLOGHER ROSBERCON

T

= - Tullogher Rosbercon
,, f]: _}QL j Under 8’s
- e in
f - Brownstown

i

Tullogher Rosbercon
Under 10’s
retain
Eamonn O'Donovan
Cup in Slieveruve

Tullogher Rosbercon
Under 14’s
at Paddy Grace Tournament
in Thomastown

Tullogher Rosbercon
Under 12’s

at our own
Richie Young
Tournament



CLUB REPORT
WINDGAP

el -4

L

Mike and Dermot

Windgap Juniors Team 2015
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2015 saw the clubs new development at Castle Ellis progress significantly with the 2 playing surfaces sown and a fresh
green carpet of grass (and a few stones!) emerging. It is planned to commence phase two of the development in 2016.

A special presentation was made to Shem
Gibbons at the Club Medal Presentation Night
to mark his retirement from refereeing.

Young Irelands U8's at Luke Roche
Tournament 2015 Young Irelands U13’s in Lisdowney 7’s 2015

207



Sports Scholarship Programme

Support Services Provided:

® Financial Support

® Technical & Injury Management Suppgrt;
® Access to FREE Medical & Physio Serulceiq"
® Academic Mentoring & Support .
® Strength & Conditioning

® Sport Science Support
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The aim of the WIT Sports Scholaship Programme is to give
talented athletes the opportunity to develop their sporting career
by offering a network of support services and expertise which is
tailored around the needs of each individual.

Closing date for Applications is 23rd September 2016

For Further Information Contact:

Tel: 051-834132 Email: sport@wit.ie Web: www.wit.ie/sportrec




Top Row: Aleisha Cullen in action for Ladies, Ashbourne Cup Camogie Champions 2015, Conor Murray In action for WIT, Mikey Jones From Mullinavat.
Lower Row: Ger Teehan from Graig Ballycallan, Jack Langton From Clara, Johnny Hayes from Kilmacow, Kieran Joyce and Eoin Murphy with the Fitzgibbon and
McCarthy Cups, Meighan Farrell from Thomastown, Miriam Walsh from Tullaroan.

WATERFORD IT GAA CLUB REPORT 2015

WIT GAA club celebrated a fantastic 34th year with four All Ireland fitles coming to the college with the
highlight being the senior camogie team recapturing the Ashbourne Cup from UL while our Senior
Hurlers reached the Fitzgibbon Cup Final. Our Junior footballers won the Div 4 League and the Munster
Junior championship, Our Fresher 2 hurling team beat UCC to win the All Ireland title, and our Fresher
camogie feam captured the seven aside fitle in fine style. On the handball court Stevie Lawlor and Mar-
fin Mullins collected the All Ireland 60x30 doubles. This just shows that WIT is being well represented
across all codes of GAA.

Senior Foothall

WIT senior football team qualified for the Trench Cup weekend for the first time in four years with some
fantastic displays including a memorable win v DKIT in Louth with some fine performances from Wex-
ford’s Niall Harney, Wicklow county player Jamie Snell and Nigel Murphy of Laois. Unfortunately the
law enforcers of the Garda College beat the lads in the semi final as they went on to become Trench
Champions. However a Division 4 league fitle and a second Munster Junior fitle in two years gives hope
for more success in 2016 at Trench Cup level.

Senior Hurling

It was a case of so near and yet so far for our Fitzgibbon hurling team in 2015. The group stage saw
Colm Bonnar’s men defeat IT Carlow away in a fantastic performance before suffering defeat in a wake
up call away to Mary Immaculate. Wins would follow against DIT and NUI Maynooth as WIT advanced to
Fitzgibhon Cup weekend in Limerick IT. A performance of real character v CIT in the semi final was spear
headed by Waterford stars Austin Gleeson, Jake Dillon, Gavin 0 Brien and Kilkenny man Jack Langton.
WIT came back fo bring the game fo extra time before an impressive showing in that period meant Uni-
versity of Limerick (UL) would be WIT's opponents in the decider. With storm like conditions in the Gaelic
Grounds in Limerick, WIT would come from behind to take the game to extra time through the impres-
sive introduction of Kilkenny man Johnny Hayes. Again the side showed tremendous spirit and came
from behind to lead, but with time almost up UL converted a huge free from Tony Kelly to take the final
fo a replay. In the replay WIT didn't reach the heights of the drawn game and UL deservedly took the
honours. Our Fresher 1 hurling team lost opening round of the championship in Dublin v St. Pats, but
that defeat was the catalyst in our Fresher 2 hurling team winning the Al Ireland title with the hurt and
pain combined with some brilliant skill making sure an All Ireland fitle was collected.

WIT Fitzgibbon Cup Panel 2015

Darragh Stapleton (Limerick), Tom Fox (Tipperary), Ger Teehan (Kilkenny), Jerome Maher (Waterford),
Thomas Hammill (Tipperary), Martin 0'Neill (Waterford), Owen McGrath (Kilkenny), Stephen Roche
(Waterford), Harry Kehoe (Wexford), Pauric Mahoney (Waterford), Austin Gleeson (Waterford), Gavin
0Brien (Waterford), Liam McGrath (Tipperary), Jake Dillon (Waterford), Richie Walsh (Tipperary),
Tommy Kavanagh (Tipperary), Barry Whelan (Waterford), Stephen 0'Neill (Waterford), Johnny Hayes
(Kilkenny), Ciaran 0'Brien (Cork), Joe 0'Dwyer (Tipperary), Daniel Murphy (Dublin), Eoin Ryan (Of-
faly), Robert 0'Leary (Wexford), Ger Malone (Kilkenny), Jerry Lane (Cork), Oisin Royston (Galway),
Philip Lavery (Waterford), Philip Campion (Kilkenny), Brian Byrne (Kilkenny), Jim Walsh (Tipperary),
Patrick Bergin (Waterford).

(amogie

Written off by all outside the camp WIT senior camogie feam produced an incredible performance in the
Ashbourne Cup to win back their title from University of Limerick in a fantastic weekend in DCU in Feb-
ruary. NUIG were the opposition in the semi-final and it proved to be the real game of two halves. Ciara
Quirke hit a crucial goal for WIT in the run up to half time and this score saw the sides level af the break
WIT 1-4 NUIG 0-7. Manager Ann Downey really lifted the dressing room at half time with her team talk
and it was the catalyst in what was arguably WIT's best half of camogie all season as they out played
NUIG by 2-13 to 0-2 in the second half with the goals coming from Marie Morrissey and Miriam Walsh.
If WIT had wrote the script for the start they wanted, they certainly got it as Marie Morrissey and Ciara
Quirke played the leading roles by both scoring goals inside the first six minutes to give WIT a 2-0 fo 0-
I lead. UL fought back strongly but points from player of the tournament Patricia Jackman, Ciara
Quirke and Emma Comerford had WIT in front 2-8 fo 0-8 at the inferval.

UL got within five points just moments into the second half, however that was o be as close as they
would get as Emma Comerford was deadly accurate with frees to keep WIT six clear points ahead until
the end, as they held on for a famous 2-12 to 0-12 victory. Vikki Falconer became the first ever Water-
ford native to lift the Ashbourne Cup for WIT, fittingly in the 100t year of the famous competition. Ann
Downey was an inspirational manager and she was ably assisted by Wexford's Ursula Jacob, and
Kilkenny duo Conor Phelan and Paddy Mullaly.

WIT Ashbourne panel 2015

Orla McEniry (Tipperary), Jenny Logue (Tipperary), Ruth Jones (Kilkenny), Vikki Falconer (Waterford)
(Captain), Sarah Crowley (Kilkenny), Patricia Jackman (Waterford), Sheila Ryan (Tipperary), Meighan
Farrell (Kilkenny), Louise Sinnott (Wexford), Julie McLoughlin (Westmeath), Laura Treacy (Cork),
Miriam Walsh (Kilkenny), Emma Comerford (Kilkenny), Giara Quirke (Carlow), Brid Quinn (Tipperary),
Miriam Walton (Kilkenny), Claire Nolan (Kilkenny), Marie Morrissey (Wexford), Valerie 0'Brien (Water-
ford), Aoife Forde (Clare), Deirdre Phelan (Kilkenny), Mary Corcoran (Kilkenny), Marianne Murphy
(Tipperary), Maeve Mansfield (Kilkenny), Nicola Butler (Tipperary), Nicola Collins (Cavan), Aimee Mor-
rissey (Kilkenny), Aine 0'Neill (Kildare), Maggie Nolan (Kilkenny), Sarah Banville (Wexford).

Ladies Foothall

WIT qualified for the Lynch Cup weekend by topping their group after wins over UCD 2, UL 2 and a
memorable win over Cork IT in Carriganore. Some fantastic displays from wexford stars Clara Donnelly
and Ashling Murphy v CIT meant that a semi final showdown versus DIT in the 0 Connor Cup weekend
in CIT was on the cards. However the team left their best behind them for the semi final and lost out to
a deadly accurate DIT despite impressive performances from Wicklow natives Aine Byrne and Paula
Faulker and Michaela Nolan of Kildare who was named as an All Star.

Handball

WIT's dominance of the 60 x 30 team event continued info ifs sixth season as Marfin Mullins and Stevie
Lawlor collected the doubles title. Kate Ni Mhorain also travelled to Portland Oregon for the Collegiate
championship and secured a top eight finish.
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Kilkenny’s 2015 All Stars
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KILKENNY ALL-STAR AWARD WINNERS 2015

6 November 2015; Kilkenny players, left to right, Ger Aylward, Cillian Buckley, TJ Reid, Michael Fennelly, Paul Murphy, Joey Holden, and
Richie Hogan, with their GAA GPA All-Star Awards at the GAA GPA All-Star Awards 2015 Sponsored by Opel. Convention Centre, Dublin.

Picture credit: Paul Mohan / SPORTSFILE

CAMOGIE
ALL STARS FOR 2015

Aoife Murray (Cork)
Pamela Mackey (Cork)
Sarah Dervan (Galway)

Heather Cooney (Galway)
Rena Buckley (Cork)
Gemma O’Connor (Cork)
Lorraine Ryan (Galway)
Niamh Kilkenny (Galway)
Ashling Thompson (Cork)
Orla Cotter (Cork)
Niamh McGrath (Galway)

Kate Kelly (Wexford)
Briege Corkery (Cork)
Molly Dunne (Galway)

Ailish O’Reilly (Galway)

Senior Players’ Player of the Year:

Gemma O’Connor (Cork)
Intermediate Players’
Player of the Year:
Patricia Jackman (Waterford)
Junior Players’

Player of the Year:

Kate Nolan (Carlow)
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GAA/GPA HURLING
TEAM OF THE YEAR 2015
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. Colm Callanan (Galway)

. Paul Murphy (Kilkenny)

. Joey Holden (Kilkenny)

. Noel Connors (Waterford)

. Daithi Burke (Galway)

. Tadhg de Burca (Waterford)
. Gillian Buckley (Kilkenny)

. Michael Fennelly (Kilkenny)
. David Burke (Galway)

10. Cathal Mannion (Galway)
11. Richie Hogan (Kilkenny)

12. TJ Reid (Kilkenny)

6 November 2015; TJ Reid, Kilkenny, with his GAA
GPA All-Star Award, and his Hurler of the Year
Award at the GAA GPA All-Star Awards 2015
Sponsored by Opel. Convention Centre, Dublin.
Picture credit: Paul Mohan / SPORTSFILE
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13. Ger Aylward (Kilkenny)
14. Séamus Callanan (Tipperary)
15. Maurice Shanahan (Waterford)
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Johnny Ryan

The word legend is all too casually used. But
Johnny Ryan truly was a legend in every sense
of the word. He was an incredible family man, a
man who was immensely proud of his family,
club and parish, a man who worked hard on the
farm and in the community for the betterment of
everyone. Johnny never sought the limelight,
never looked for reward.

Indeed such was his influence that senior
hurling side captain Keith Hogan said Johnny
Ryan was their 16th man on the field as he lifted
the county cup high just weeks ago at Nowlan
Park. His sons Lester, Liam and Tom hurled out
of their skins in that very county final and it was
clear from their post match emotion as they
hugged their mother, Lilly, that they too wanted
to do Johnny and the parish proud on such an
incredibly happy yet sad day.

Everyone who knew Johnny Ryan and indeed
the many more who never met him but knew of
the impact he had on others were utterly
stunned by his death in a freak farm accident
at the start of the year.

The GAA was at the core of Johnny’s DNA. His
father Liam was a founding member of Clara
GAA club and it was Johnny who started
juvenile training for young players on Saturday
mornings. He was an outstanding hurler with
Clara and, along with his brothers Harry, Lester,
and Kevin, was a member of Clara's Senior
Championship winning team of 1986.

He captained Kilkenny to win the All Ireland
Masters title in 1995 and was also a member of
the winning teams in 1997,1998 and 1999. He
was also a winner off the pitch and the only time
anyone didn't like to see Johnny and the rest of
the Ryans arrive en masse was at a table quiz.
They were quiz masters and won on virtually
every occasion.

Johnny wanted to play the game at any level. If
the Junior or Junior B team needed a player,
Johnny, even in his 40s, was willing to tog out.
If the club needed a steward, a linesman or
umpire, someone to help in development works
or fundraisers, Johnny was always willing help
out for the love of the game and the
club/county.

Johnny and Lilly were overjoyed when Lester,
Liam and Tom togged out with the Clara side
which were crowned County Champions yet
again in 2013. The entire Ryan family, club

members and the entire parish and county were
again celebrating in September 2014 when
Lester captained the Kilkenny Senior Hurling
team to victory in the All Ireland Final. Everyone
in the parish stood together and ten foot tall
when Lester brought the Liam McCarthy cup
home to Clara the night after the homecoming
celebrations.

Club officials had a job convincing Johnny that
same night that it wouldn'’t be appropriate for
him to steward in a car park as they awaited the
victorious Kilkenny team — such was his humble
nature and his eagerness to play his part.

Who would have thought that just days into
2015 that all of our elation would turn to
unimaginable shock and utter devastation when
Johnny was taken from us in a farm accident.
Johnny will be fondly remembered as a true
and giving gentleman and a committed hurler.
He left everything on the pitch. He was
passionate about family, club and community
and exceptionally highly regarded among his
farming colleagues throughout Kilkenny IFA
and further afield.

All of the big names in the GAA and the IFA
descended on the Ryan home in the hours and
days after his untimely death. And a parish, a
county and the entire GAA community stood
together with Johnny’s IFA colleagues in
stunned silence for his funeral. Johnny Ryan
was and will always be an irreplaceable part of
Clara and of Kilkenny.

And as Clara march on this year with hopes of
being in Croke Park on March 17, we know that
Johnny and other great Clara men and women
will be watching down on us from heaven,
wishing they were with us in the stands and on
the sideline. Johnny Ryan will always be in our
hearts and they will never, ever be forgotten.
Ar dheis Dé go raibh sé.

Margaret (Peg) Walsh
1926 — 2014

The sad passing of Peg Walsh was a loss to her
family and friends. All her life she had a great
interest in sports especially hurling, camogie
and athletics. Peg was immersed in hurling
early in life, with her brother Billy Gaffney
winning a County Senior Title with Tullaroan in
1958.

Peg was a driving force within the Athletics
Association and a key figure in the clubs trip to
Germany in 1977, that included her athletic
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daughters. She was a powerful influence and
support to all her children's sporting careers,
whatever sport they became interested in. She
cherished all their sporting achievements,
especially the under 12 County Championship,
when all hers sons Dick, Tom, Michael & William
were involved and later the Clubs Senior County
Title 1994, when her sons Dick and Michael
played on the winning team.

A great sense of pride and devotion was
nurtured when her grandchildren became
involved in sports. All visitors to Peg’s house
were subjected to a detailed account of each
grandchild's sporting prowess. Peg was so
excited by and involved in her grandchildren
Tommy, Grace, Padraig and Miriam’s sporting
careers. Indeed Peg was forever loyal to all her
grandchildren despite some living in Counties
Waterford, Dublin and Carlow. However, she
couldn't understand why the black & amber
was not their first choice!

She was a great storyteller with a wonderful
ability to reflect on the past. She felt her late
husband Tommy missed out on so much of their
grand children’s sporting careers, most
especially ‘the red helmet’ (Tommy). A career
that gave so much entertainment down through
the years, displaying a magical skill and talent
on the hurling field.

Well established gatherings in the home to
watch matches on the television became a
family routine. Of course Peg often watched
matches with her eyes closed!

Peg maintained lovely friendships and loyal
friends to the end. The family sincerely thank
Tullaroan Parish, Hurling & Camogie Clubs,
Guard of Honour and friends at the time of her
passing.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a h-anam.

Bill and Joe Hennessy

On the 27th of May 2015, the parish of Tullaroan
were saddened to learn of the death of Bill
Hennessy (Snr). Only a short few months later,
on the 5th of October, the parish was saddened
once again to hear that Joe Hennessy, Bill’'s
twin brother had also passed away. Joe,
formally of Tullaroan lived with his wife and
family on the Dunmore Rd. Kilkenny for many
years and he was a true Tullaroan man at heart.
On the 14th of July 1936, twins Bill and Joe
were born into a family of 13 children. Bill and



Joe had a love for hurling all their lives. They
first learned the skill of hurling in Tullaroan
national school. The five Hennessy brothers
played alongside each other for many years
and one of the highlights for them was winning
the County final with Tullaroan in 1958. It was
probably a rare and unique occasion where five
brothers lined out together that day.

The twins were very talented carpenters,
starting their apprenticeships at the age of
fourteen with Dick Brennan of Graine. In later
years they worked together on the Lory
Meagher heritage project (Brod Tullaroan)
which once housed the Kilkenny G.A.A.
Museum.

Both Bill and Joe had great interest in the
Tullaroan hurling club. They followed all the
hurling from underage matches, all the way up
fo the senior ranks. Bill enjoyed nothing more
than watching his grandchildren play both
hurling and camogie for Tullaroan. Bill (Jnr) son
of Bill had the honour of captaining Kilkenny
when they won the National League in 1995.
He became the first Tullaroan man since Lory
Meagher in 1935, to lead Kilkenny to a National
senior title.

Both Bill and Joe will be sadly missed by a wide
circle of family, friends and all who knew them.
Bill is survived by his children Breda, Tom,
Majella, Cindy, Bill, and Paul, son in laws,
daughter and in laws, and grandchildren .

Joe is survived by his wife Alice, children
Pauline, Marie Ned and Sue, son in law,
daughter in law, his grandchildren and great
grandchild.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh siad.

Bill Costello
1942 - 2014

Bill Costello, Tybroughney, Piltown and formerly
of Currow, Co Kerry passed to his eternal
reward on the 8th December 2014 following a
long illness, borne with great dignity and
amazing resilience, fulfilling his duties as
Secretary of the Piltown GAA Club right up to
the time of his death.

In his early years he played football with his
home club of Currow & later in life returned to
the Kingdom to play a leading role in his
adopted parish of Ballymacelligott where his
organizational skills & expertise helped the local
G.A.A. Club to move up the ranks to Division 1
status.

He came to Piltown in the mid-eighties. Since
then he has held many roles at local G.A.A.

level, including Chairman of the Juvenile Club,
where he placed great emphasis on coaching
& brought many top level coaches to the club.
He served on many committees during his life
and carried out his roles with little fuss and put
in tireless and invaluable hours at the club on
committee meetings and on projects involving
pitches, lights and fundraising, to name a few.
His motto, and constant emphasis, was that the
only place success came before work was in
the dictionary.

Bill was a retired C.A.Q. of Teagasc, Kilkenny,
and given his expertise in this area, he helped
many G.A.A. clubs and other organisations with
field developments etc.

Such was Bill’s contribution to Piltown GAA that
the inaugural Bill Costello Hurling School of
Excellence Summer Camp took place last
August and was so well received by the
children and parents of the club and parish that
it will now be an annual fixture in the club’s
calendar of activities.

Bill was a true gentleman, loving husband,
devoted father and grandfather. He is sadly
missed by his family and friends together with
the local & wider G.A.A. family as well the
broader agricultural community.

Ar Dheis Dé go raibh a anam!

Paddy Ryan

The Good Lord blew the full-time whistle on the
life and times of Paddy Ryan, Green Street in
Callan on Wednesday 22 July. He had passed
into his 96th year. The many facets of his life
during its transitional stages from boyhood in
Clonoulty in Tipperary to his final abode in
Callan were memorable, different, rewarding.
His youth was fired with a Republican ethos; his
life’s journey never deviated from that ethos. His
morals and ethics were dictated by his
unabridged belief in his Catholic upbringing, his
political affiliations, and Cumann Ldthchleas
Gael. To the best of my knowledge he was
never compromised on any of those three
ideals.

Around the middle of the '60s, when his sons,
Tom, and EJ, were starting to come on stream
with hurling in Callan CBS, Paddy Ryan
immersed himself in the GAA World. It was not
always easy for a Tipp man in volatile Callan,
but through pure cussedness, and an iron will
Paddy Ryan devoted much of his time to the
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John Lockes Club, together with Harry Bryan,
John Roughan, Ben McCormack, Richie
Condon (Snr), Br. Shreenan and others. That
band of solid men was stoically interested in the
promotion of our games among a burgeoning
Callan youth. Many youngsters in the town
responded  with  great interest and
determination to improve. Paddy was a
selector, later graduating to the adult John
Lockes scene, where he acted again as a
selector. In the '70s with the progress of the
club, Paddy became Treasurer of the John
Lockes, a position he vacated many years later
when he felt that his son, EJ might be “up to the
Jjob”. The 70s was a time which witnessed a
major transformation in the life of the John
Lockes Club. They needed a new home,
someplace that they could call their own
exclusive base. The idea fermented in the
minds of people like Paddy Ryan, Paddy
Meagher, John Roughan, Jack Lyons, Fr. Liam
Dunne, and the list expanded as those men
hatched a plan that eventually saw President of
the GAA, Mr.Con Murphy open John Locke
Park in 1978. Paddy Ryan was one of the
proudest men in the entire Universe the evening
when Kilkenny played Tipperary on the evening
Con Murphy was thrilled to open what has
become the hallowed centre of GAA life in
Callan. Paddy did enormous work during the
development of the John Locke Park-nobody
did more. He was Treasurer for a very long time,
eventually ending up as President of the club
he built. Paddy Ryan gave his life to the John
Lockes Club. No man could possibly have
given more. The present newly developed John
Locke Park is a legacy to the great work done
initially by people like Paddy Ryan, and those
mentioned. Our sympathies are extended to his
wife Kitty, his only daughter, Nora Keogh, his
sons Tom, EJ, Gerard, Dermot, his daughters-
in-law, son-in-law, his fifteen grandchildren , his
only living sister, Bidna, and extended family.

Ni bheidh a leithéid ann aris.

James (Seamus) Skehan

James (Seamus) Skehan of Ballinacurragh,
Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny

It is with great sadness that the club
acknowledges the passing in September 2015
of Seamus Skehan. Seamus loved both
Kilmacow GAA , Kilkenny GAA, and the wider
GAA family but was a true sports fan.

Seamus was born in 1957. He played underage



hurling and football for St Senan’s and adult
football with St Patrick's from the mid-1970s
until the late 1990s.

He attended St Paticks NS Strangemills and
after trying Slieveue VS for a few weeks, parted
ways and he went on to become a boarder in
the Salesian College in Ballinakill Co Laois. He
spent 6 years there and completed his Leaving
Cert, which included Latin. He very much
enjoyed his school days, and was very strong
on Irish history. The brothers up in Laois may
have had one eye on the priesthood as a career
for Seamus, but thankfully for us in Kilmacow
that didn’t work out for them. Seamus was a
huge supporter and admirer of Michael Collins,
and would never be afraid to make his views on
Irish history and politics know. He was a
supporter of many many charities, and if he had
any one failing it was that he couldn’t say no to
someone asking for support. But that was the
man.

He began his working life by laboring with local
farmers and in the Royal Oak in Rathkieran
before taking employment in the Water
Maintenance Section of Waterford Corporation,
which he joined in 1979 and remained until
2001. It was around this time that his underlying
illness first became obvious. He loved
Manchester United and Crew Alexander F.C.
and Kerry football. He loved all sports and loved
an odd bet on the horses.

He was a founder member of St Patricks and
administrated in that club for many years. He
was also a player and administrator with the
newly formed Kilmacow H&F club and
managed the minor and U21 teams within the
new club. He was a gentle giant but would
support and defend Kilkenny and Kilmacow to
the last. One of our favorite stories was when he
the late Huge Smith (RIP) were discussing in the
late 80s about who held the most All Ireland
medals, and Seamus handed Huge his coat in
the Sean Ti and proposed that they both walk to
Cloyne to count Ring’s 8 medals and then to
Holycross to count John Doyles 8 medals and
that after that, they would walk to
Bennetsbridge to count Noels Skehan's 9
medals.

St Patricks finest hour came in 1987 and it was
fitting  that  Seamus  captained  that
championship winning team. His speech before
that match has gone down in folklore, and it was
without doubt the highlight and happiest
sporting moment of his sporting life and career.
He was also a player on the Junior B winning
team 1981, which means he played on the two
only 2 adult titles that we have won since the
double of 1956.

He was member of St Senans Athletics’ club
and was very strong at the longer distances
and completed the Dubin City marathon once.
His time was circa 3 hours, and let’s just say
that his lifestyle was not one of ‘pasta and
chicken’ in the run up to the event, but that’s
Seamus all over. Once he set his mind to
something, that was it, he was going to be the
best. He loved playing soccer and kicked ball
for Slieverue FC , Kilmacow FC and Kilbarry
Rangers. His soccer position was that of

sweeper or Centre back.

We know that Kilkenny hurling’s great recent
run of success gave him great satisfaction and
comfort during his illness. He watched the 2015
final about 2 if not 3 times a day from the day
after the match until his passing soon
afterwards. He was and remained to his last
days a staunch Kilmacow and Kilkenny
supporter and he carried himself with great
dignity and grace in difficult circumstance right
to the end this autumn past.

They don’t make them like Seamus any more,
that’s for sure. He made friends everywhere he
went, either in work or sport. That's the mark of
a great man. We in Kilmacow H&F Club would
like to pass our sincere sympathy to his family
and friends.

Phil Doyle

There was an empty seat at the weekly card
night in Dicksboro GAA club in Palmerstown on
Thursday of last week.

For the first time players observed a minute's
silence for a man who epitomised all that is
good about the club, the GAA and community.
Phil Doyle, Lord Edward Street, Kilkenny and
formerly of Firhouse, Kilkenny, who was in his
mid-60s and recently retired from Kilkenny
Borough Council, lost his battle with illness on
Thursday, 6th August 2015.

He was a great 'Boro man and as well as
playing for the club for many years on the
hurling field, he supported every initiative and
never missed a game and attended most of
them with his close friend, Sean Kerwick.

At his funeral Mass everyone agreed they had
never met him in bad form. He always had a
smile on his face. Even when he was playing
with the 'Boro, opponents found it hard to rile
him.

There were huge numbers at his removal and
funeral mass and it must have come as some
consolation to his heartbroken wife Stella a
member of the Doheny family.

He was also a member of Kilkenny fire service
and members also formed a guard of honour as
did members of Dicksboro.

He was a great outdoors man who had great
respect for nature and for people.

Club chairman, Eddie Holohan said the club
had lost a true friend in Phil and he passed on
his condolences to all of Phil's family.

Phil is also survived by his brothers, sisters, in-
laws, nieces, nephews, relatives and friends.

Ar Dheis dé go raibh sé

213

Andy Phelan

Dickasboro club was dealt a severe blow with
the sudden death, at his home, of Andy Phelan,
Newtown, Bonnettstown.

A trojan worker with the club, where his family
have made a huge contribution on and off the
field, he passed away in the early hours of the
morning, aged 63.

And a minute's silence was observed at
Dicksboro’s junior semi-final in memory of a
kind and decent human being.

He is survived by his heartbroken wife, Patsy
and children Mark, Drew, Elaine and Shauna;
grandchildren Sean and Taghg, brothers Joe
and Shem, sister, in-laws, relatives and friends.
The club formed a guard of honour after his
funeral Mass in St. Canice's Church on Monday
morning. A cremation service was held on
Monday  afternoon in  Mount Jerome
Crematorium, Dublin with St Canice's PP, Fr Jim
Murphy presiding.

Everyone at the funeral had nothing but kind
words to say about Andy who was groundsman
for a number of years at Palmerstown. He was
a greenkeeper at Kilkenny Golf Club.

Soloas na bhFalitheas ar Andy

Jim Bennett

The death occurred on 31st December of
Jimmy Bennett, Raheny, Dublin. A native of
Stroan, Thomastown, he was one of six
children born to Michael and Elizabeth
Bennett. Jim had been ill for a long number of
years. He died in the care of the staff at St
Gabriel’s Nursing Home, Edenmore. Jim was
predeceased by his sister Barbara and
brother Liam.

Always a competitive sportsman, he was
involved in many sporting activities. He was a
member of Thomastown Athletic Club, and
played under 16 and Minor hurling with
Bennettsbridge. He later graduated to senior



status at club and county level. Being such an
accomplished athlete, he was a terrific
handballer, winning many Tournaments and
titles.

Jim played at right corner forward on the
Kilkenny team that had that never to be
forgotten victory against Tipperary in 1967.
That team was captained by his
Bennettsbridge friend and colleague, Jim
Treacy. He won Oireachtas medals in

1966/67, and of course Leinster
Championship medals in the same years. He
captained Kilkenny in 1968, but unfortunately
they were defeated by Wexford in the Leinster
Final. He is also a holder of National Hurling
League Medal 1965/66 and Railway Cup
honours 1967. Holder of three senior titles with
Bennettsbridge in 1964/66/67, he was also on
the teams beaten in 1965, ‘68, ‘72.

Following Bennettsbridge’s defeat to Rower
Inistioge in 1968, he emigrated to England and
was a member of the London team in 1969,
defeated by Kilkenny in All-lreland senior
hurling semi-final. Jim hailed from a notable
GAA family. His brother Tony assisted
Bennettsbridge in the early sixties collecting
senior honours. His late brother, Liam manned
the full back line also collected senior honours.
Jim’s son, Greg, featured with the Dublin team
at minor, U21 and Senior level, and is presently
playing senior hurling and football with Raheny
Club.

Jim attended Bennettsbridge’s “20 Golden
Years” celebrations on St Patrick’s night in
2000.

A number of his Bennettsbridge teammates
attended the funeral services at St Gabriel’s
Care Home Edenmore. Bennettsbridge GAA
Club was also represented at his Requiem
Mass in St Monica’s Church, Edenmore and his
remains were cremated in Glasnevin.

A minutes silence was observed prior to the
North U-21 Final in James Stephen’s grounds.

Jim is survived by his wife, Collette, daughters,
Susan, Michelle, Sally-Anne, Dawn and Greg.
He is also mourned by his loving family,
grandchildren, brothers, Tony and Johnny,
sister Mary, relatives neighbours and friends.

Dan McEvoy

Dan McEvoy, or Danny Mac, as he was
affectionately known, grew up in the shadow of
Nowlan Park. His family home features in the
earliest photographs of the Park. One of his
earliest memories was of assisting Fr Willie
Brennan, Curate in St Mary’s, and a hurling
fanatic, to plant the cypress saplings which
were to grow up and surround Nowlan Park for
so many years. Fr Brennan charged the young
Dan with looking after the trees when he grew
up. And look after them he did as the last of
them were only removed a few years ago.

Dan McEvoy loved the GAA and hurling lore,
and over the years, made several contributions
to this publication. He attended every All Ireland
involving Kilkenny from 1945 to 2015, with the
exception of last year’s replay - a span of
seventy years’ attendance.

He grew up at a time when Kilkenny was a
much smaller place, and people knew each
other. Danny knew them all, the characters, the
hurlers, the farmers, the lame dogs and the high
and mighty. His formidable memory made him
a most eloquent source of stories and yarns
about them all. His son Enda’s article in this
Yearbook has a sad irony about it in regard to
people like Danny who had so much to tell.

He was a familiar sight to all, patrolling the
Continent with his pilgrim’s staff, and, for many
years before that, on his bike. He had a word
for everyone and loved to have what he called
a “gallery” with anyone who crossed his path.

Danny was an extremely Christian man, whose
many good deeds, like so many of his stories,
are not recorded. He was a devoted visitor to
St Luke’s hospital and to the various Nursing
Homes to chat with patients and bring to them
his unique good cheer. His many, many acts of
kindness are unrecorded and unsung.

Dan McEvoy’s sudden death on November
19th came as a great shock to all who knew
him. It is hard to envisage Kilkenny without him.
The phrase “Ni bheidh a leithéid ann aris” could
not me more apt in his case, for he was unique.
He will be sadly missed by his wife and lifelong
companion, Breda, and his children Enda, Mary
and Liz, by his brother Jim, his sisters Olive and
Rose, all his relations, connections, friends, and
by the people of his beloved Kilkenny.

Ba bhrea le Danny a bhaile dhuchais agus
muintir an bhaile. Ba bhrea leis an iomaint, agus
seanchas na hiomana. Bhi sé dilis i gconai don
Gaeilge agus bhiodh an cupla focal aige do
gach duine a chas air. Thar aon ni eile, bhi sé
fial da chlann, da chomharsain, da chairde
agus don Criostaiocht.

I measc na Naomh go raibh sé.

Solas na dhllaicheas ar
Anamnacha na (1Jarodh
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Kilkenny GAA Results 2015

UNDER 21 HURLING

SENIOR HURLING
Clara 2-12
O’Loughlin Gaels 1-13
Clara 1-19
Rower Inistioge 0-13
Fenians 1-18
O’Loughlin Gaels 0-17

St Martin’s 2-13
Carrickshock 0-13

County SH Final
SH League Final
SH Shield Final

h SH Relegation Final

INTERMEDIATE HURLING

County IH '

IH League Final Bennettsbridge 2-20

Tullaroan 2-15

: ! St Lachtain’s 1-14
.H Shield Final Yo_.1d 0-14
’in 0-19
ds 0-15

JUNIOR HURLING

IH Relegation Final

Glenmore 1-12
Kilmacow 2-6
Galmoy 1-17

Blacks & Whites 1-16

Glenmore 1-13
Kilmacow 0-15
Galmoy 1-22

Blacks & Whites 0-21
Mt Leinster Rangers 1-23
Naomh Eoin 1-22

Erin’s Own 3-13

Mullinavat 1-7

County JH Final
Northern JH Final
Southern JH Final

County JH League Final
All County JH League Final
County JH Relegation Final

JUNIOR HURLING “A”

Tullaroan 2-19
Carrickshock 1-12
Lisdowney 2-25
Rower Inistioge 2-23
Tullaroan 1-14
St Lachtain’s 0-13
Carrickshock 0-18
Dunnamaggin 0-17
Lisdowney 5-15
Young Irelands 2-7

Ballinkillen 0-18
Erins Own (Carlow) 0-16

County JH A Final
County JH A League Final
Northern Junior A Final
Southern Junior A Final
Northern Junior A League Final
Southern Junior A League Final

JUNIOR HURLING “B”

Barrow Rangers 2-14
Piltown 2-11
Danesfort
John/Lockes/Carrigeen
Barrow Rangers 3-14
Danesfort 0-13
Piltown 1-18
Windgap 1-16
Danesfort 2-22
James Stephens 0-10
Carrigeen w/o
John Lockes scr

County JH B Final
County JH B League Final
Northern Junior B Final
Southern Junior B Final
North Junior B League Final
South Junior B League Final

CUP COMPETITIONS

Clara 0-17
Rower Inistioge 1-10
Graigue/Ballycallan 1-21
Mullinavat 1-15
Dicksboro 2-18
Glenmore 1-13
Clara 2-17
Erin’s Own (Carlow) 2-9
Graignamanagh 0-15
Blacks and Whites 1-8

South Selection 0-14
North Selection 0-13

Byrne Cup Final
Aylward Cup Final
Paddy Cahill Cup
Kevin Fennelly Cup
Joe Walsh Cup

Jim Farrell Cup

Bennettsbridge 0-207St'Patrick's 3-11
Bennettsbridge 1-16 St Patrick's 1-14

Roinn “A” U21H Final

Roinn “B” U21H Final
Roinn “A” U21H C’ship North Final
Roinn “A” U21H C’ship South Final
Roinn “B” U21H C’ship North Final

Roinn “B” U21H C’ship South Final

To Be Completed
Danesfort v Dunnamaggin
To Be Completed

Glenmore v Rower Inistioge

Danesfort 1-12
Graigue Ballycallan 1-10
Dunnamaggin 0-12
Galmoy Widgap 1-8

MINOR HURLING

!omn “B” MH Final

Roinn “C” MH Final
Roinn “A” MH League Final
Roinn “B” MH League Final

Roinn “C” MH League Final

Dicksboro
O’Loughlin Gael

T

John Lockes 0-16

Dunnamaggin 0-10

Young Irelands 2-10
Dicksboro 2-9

Dicksboro v James Stephens

Dunnamaggin v John Lockes

Young Irelands 4-14
Cloneen 1-7

UNDER 16 HURLING

Roinn “A” U16H Final

Roinn “B” U16H Final

Roinn “C” U16H Final
Roinn “A” U16H League Final
Roinn “B” U16H League Final

Roinn “C” U16H League Final

O’Loughlin Gaels 1-21
Ballyhale Shamrocks 0-11
Lisdowney 2-7
Kilmacow 0-12
Mullinavat 5-10
Fenians 4-12
O’Loughlin Gaels 3-15
Graigue Ballycallan 1-11
Glenmore 3-6
Lisdowney 0-8
James Stephens B 2-7
Cloneen 1-9

UNDER 14 HURLING

Roinn “A” U14H Final
Roinn “B” U14H Final
Roinn “C” U14H Final
Paddy Grace Féile Final
U14H Féile Féile Final
Roinn “A” U14H League Final
Roinn “B” U14H League Final

Roinn “C” U14H League Final

O’Loughlin Gaels 4-11
Erin’s Own 3-9
Kilmacow 3-9
St Martin’s 0-5
Mullinavat 5-7
St Patrick’s 2-12
O’Loughlin Gaels 1-9
James Stephens 0-9
Kilmacow 2-12
St Martins 1-3
Erin’s Own 5-18
Mooncoin 1-14
St Martin’s 7-17
Clara 1-2
Tullaroan 3-7
Mullinavat 3-6

PRIMARY SCHOOLS HURLING

Roinn “A” U13H Final

Roinn “B” U13H Final

Roinn “C” U13H Final

Roinn “D” U13H Final

Roinn “E” U13H Final

Corn de Bhaldraithe

Corn Ui Bhriain

St Canice's 2-7 Thomastown 3-4
St Canice’s 5-11 Thomastown 4-1
Glenmore/Ballyacey 5-10
Tullogher Rosbercon 1-4
Graigue Skeough 2-10
Carrickshock 1-9
Tullaroan 6-2
St Canice's (B) 2-1
Windgap 4-9
Galmoy 2-2
Glenmore/Ballyacey 3-10
Mooncoin 5-3
Graigue Skeough 4-6
Carrickshock 3-7

* As of November 25th 2015. Results of finals too late for inclusion here will be recorded in Kilkénny GAA Bible 2016, and on kilkennygaa.ie
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County SF Final 2:::5::3 ;g mgt::zz ?:g Junior “A” Championship Final C\?rrli::eklz:?j(s:koi 151
County SF League Final Railyard v Mooncoin Junior “B” Championship Final glgglr;n gs\t,sm?ei_;&
County IF Final B@Q”:Eﬁg (1)__2 Junior “A” All-County Lge final Conal\l;lyc/)osnh;rir:]r(:cfl:s B8
County IF League Final B|a|i:<i:§c\)/\\x1?te§-52-3 Junior “B” All-County Lge final C;:?;;E;&: %_3
T D omsowoss
County JF Final Gra:g;?;g?; a?z 16 U21 A Championship Final T?]:;S;S?L?Niq?s
County JF League Final To Be Completed U21 B Championship Final St%lggr;?d??ﬁw

MINOR CAMOGIE

Dicksboro 3-7

Roinn “A” MF Final To Be Completed Minor A C’ship Final Piltown 2-7
Roinn “B” MF Final To Bo Completed Minor B C’ship Final ?/:/iﬁggi:ps ks
Roinn “C” MF Final To Be Completed Minor C C’ship Final MuIII](::/r;?/(I)raell‘erlizg,sshg;:i 2.5
A I weaternd DS
Roinn “A” U16F Final To Be Completed Minor B League Final E:Iiri\:;gz ?i
Roinn “B” U16F Final To Be Completed Minor C League Final MuIIi\r;;\ﬁgclraerlgﬁl;sshgf;(;<24-12
Roinn “C” U16F Final To Be Completed U16 CAMOGIE

Dicksboro 0-15
Con Shamrocks 1-3
Young Irelands 6-7
St Fiachra’s 0-6
R/Inistioge 2-07 C’shock/M’vat 2-07
R/Inistioge 2-06 C’shock/M’vat 1-8

A e ld A = - Dicksboro 3-5
Roinn “C” U16F Final Cloneen 2-2 Under-16 A League Final B Shamrocks 0-3
Kilmoganny 4-10

. Young Irelands 3-4
iR caaue Final Bennettsbridge 1-6 M St Fiachre’s 1-6
Rower Inistioge 1-4
U16F League Final To Be Completed ‘ U14 CAMOGIE
homastown 2-5 Young Irelands 3-2
homastown 0-5 Young Irelands 0-3
. . St Canice’s 3-11 Danesfort 0-4
Roinn “B” U13F Final To Be Completed -—l Coﬁts"f‘ﬂ’r‘oi:g =
L . Bennettsbridge 3-7 St Brigid’s 3-8
Wi -
e Tuaithe U13 Final R °°mp’__l Ballyhale Snamrosks 21
i idge/Paul -

County SC League Final

Under-16 A C’ship Final

O’Loughlin Gaels 7-11
Danesfort 2-6
Glenmore 4-8

Graigue Ballycallan 3-4
Mullinavat 5-3

Roinn “A” U16F Final Under-16 B C’ship Final

Roinn “B” U16F Final Under-16 C C’ship Final

F

J16F League Final

.

Senior/Intermediate
All County Final

SC Relegation Final

INTERMEDIATE CAMOGIE PRIMARY SCHOOLS CAMOGIE

* As of November 25th 2015. -A Bible 2016, and on kilkennygaa.ie
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