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Front Cover Photograph
Jim Comerford (Mooncoin) and Michael “Chew” Leahy (Éire Óg) shoulder captain Joe Dunphy

from the field with Jimmy Brophy (Piltown) 

Failté on gCathaoirleach

Twenty two years ago Kilkenny County Board decided to honour teams from the past

on county final day who had brought honour and glory to club and county. This year it

is our great pleasure to welcome the surviving members of the Kilkenny minor team

that won the minor hurling All Ireland title in 1962 for the third time in a row – a feat

never previously achieved by Kilkenny.

This was Kilkenny’s seventh title win and third in ten years. It also heralded the third All Ireland minor victory

in a row over arch rivals Tipperary having lost to the same opposition in 1959. To win the 1962 title Kilkenny

had to overcome Wexford and Dublin in Leinster before facing Tipperary who were playing in their ninth final in

eleven years. Details of these games plus the other matches are included in this programme. There are nineteen

surviving members of the winning panel and we are delighted to welcome those who have been able to travel here

to-day. Seamus Hanrahan, Tom Walsh,, Maurice Aylward, Johnny Delaney and  Joe Dunphy joined an elite group

of Kilkenny players from 1960/61 and 1935/36 Patsy Foley, Sean O’Brien, Tom Barry, Johnny Murphy, Denis

KIinsella, Pierce Freyney, Paddy Dempsey,  Pierce Brett, Tom Delaney, Jim Langton, Eamonn Tallent, Jack

Mulcahy and Seanie O’Brien by winning their second Minor All Ireland medal.

Three members of this group Noel Skehan, Tom Walsh and Senan Cooke gave sterling service to the county senior

team winning All-Ireland medals. 

The members, as well as being our guests at to-day’s final, will also be guests of the Springhill Court Hotel at

a dinner after the game and will also be  presented with a memento of the occasion. I hope that this reunion of

the former team mates will be a very happy occasion, as many of them may not have met each other since they

retired from hurling.

I would also ask that we remember the other member of the team who has gone to his eternal reward: Seán

Treacy.

To the members who are with us here to-day I say congratulations and well done, I hope you enjoy to-day’s game

and I wish you all many more years of health and happiness.

Pól Cinsealach

Cathaoirleach.

Appreciation.

The chairman and members of the County Board would like to express their thanks and appreciation to the

Springhill Court Hotel for their generous sponsorship of this event.

LEINSTER MINOR HURLING 
CHAMPIONSHIP SEMI-FINALFáilte Ón gCathaoirleach
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LEINSTER MINOR HURLING 
CHAMPIONSHIP SEMI-FINAL

KILKENNY MINORS OUTCLASS DUBLIN
Kilkenny  6-19    Dublin 2-2

I
n a game much more one-sided than the senior

semi-final Kilkenny minors brushed aside the weak

challenge of a very poor Dublin side in Nowlan

Park to saunter into their ninth Leinster final in a row.

Except for a brief period at that start, Kilkenny were

completely on top, the forward line mesmerising the

Dublin defence with brilliant individual and combined

scoring work.

Though it is hard to judge it against such weak opposi-

tion this team looks an excellent side with a huge scor-

ing potential.

The story of Sunday’s game is simple. Kilkenny had

forged to a lead of 3-11 to 1-0 at half time, a score

which could have been much more in Kilkenny’s

favour but for some hard luck and splendid goal-keep-

ing by the Dublin goal-keeper.

The second half was a complete rout.

Kilkenny had midfield supremacy throughout . This

gave the forwards a continuous supply of the ball which

they utilised to the full. Of the defence, only the half-

back line were tested. The full line rarely entered the

picture and the goalie touched the ball on very few

occasions

Fine Leader

The blonde-headed Tom Walsh of Thomastown was a

splendid centre forward leading the attack in brilliant

style. Senan Cooke and John Delaney were splendid

flankers. Maurice Aylward was a fine full forward,

while Joe Dunphy and Pat Walsh were good corner

men’

In addition to some spectacular individual efforts, the

forwards showed a combination remarkable in a first

outing.

At centre-field Shem Muldowney was on top through-

out. Seamus Hanrahan was also master of the situation,

though he improved on switching with Erins Own

Jimmy Byrne in the second half.

Jimmy Byrne was the outstanding defender on view, a

blocky tireless worker who would be invaluable in a

close game. C. B.S. man Billy Burke at centre back was

equal to his task as was Pat Drennan. As already stated

the remainder of the defence rarely came into the pic-

ture.

The Scoring

After taking about five minutes to find accuracy, the

Kilkenny forwards had three well taken points from

Senan Cooke (2) and Tom Walsh. After ten minutes F.

Cunningham had a soft goal for Dublin from point

blank range to level the scoring. However Kilkenny

had really got on the rampage at this stage and after

three good saves had been foiled by the uprights and by

the goalkeeper, Maurice Aylward receiving a lovely

pass from Joe Dunphy blasted the ball to the net for

Kilkenny’s first goal. A minute later John Delaney

scored a second goal after a fine solo run. The Kilkenny

forwards had now found their feet in brilliant style and

when Seamus Hanrahan placed Aylward for a fine third

goal after a 70 by Burke’ the stage was set for further

scores as follows: Aylward 0-2 Cooke 0-1, Tom Walsh

0-3, Paddy Walsh 0-1, Delaney 0-1.

This left the half time score 3-11 to 1-0.

Two minutes after the resumption T. Woods had a

Dublin goal. Homes and Woods added points and that

was the extent of Dublin’s second half scoring.

Kilkenny added further goals from Dunphy (best goal

of the day), Delaney, T. Walsh, and points from

Delaney (1), Burke (2), T. Walsh (2), Aylward (1) Ryan

(1), Byrne (1) .

Kilkenny team;

N Skehan, J. Walsh, T. Phelan, J. Walsh, J. Byrne, P.

Drennan, B. Burke, S. Hanrahan, S. Muldowney, S.

Cooke, T. Walsh, J. Delaney, J. Dunphy, M. Aylward, P.

Walsh.

Sub. P.Ryan  

As reported by the “Kilkenny People”.
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3,000 Greet the Triumphant
Minors

BONFIRES BLAZE AND PEOPLE CHEER

A crowd of 3,000 people greeted the victorious Kilkenny

minor hurling team outside the courthouse on their return

from Dublin on Monday night.

Led by St. John’s Flageolet Band and the Ballycallan Band,

the team came from the station in the back of an open lorry.

As the team came up the steps of the courthouse the bands

played the Boys of Wexford and the Rose of Mooncoin

while the crowd voiced approval of the team’s performance

in Dublin. Joe Dunphy with the cup held over his shoulders,

got the biggest cheer.

Mayor Paddy Kinsella welcomed the players and praised

them for the great game they played. He said our colleges

and schools have been the nursery of hurling for years. Of

the defeated Tipperary team he said they were a good team

but we had a better one. 

Mr Nicky Purcell, chairman of Kilkenny County Board, paid

tribute to the team and all concerned with bringing back the

cup to Kilkenny. Of Tipperary, he said, they are worthy

opponents any time. Mr Purcell remarked that the minor

team had not conceded a goal in this year’s final and that it

had been the same last year,

Mr. Paddy Grace, secretary of the County Board, said he

was delighted to see such a big crowd  out to welcome

home the winning team.

The Mayor then introduced the team individually to the

crowd.

A reception was held in the Metropole Hotel for the team

and officials.

WELCOME FOR MOONCOIN PLAYERS

The Mooncoin club members of the Kilkenny victorious

minor hurling team were given an enthusiastic welcome

when they arrived home on Monday night with the Irish

Press Cup borne by the captain Joe Dunphy. He is son of

Eddie Dunphy, Luffany, who was a member of the victorious

Kilkenny senior hurling team which beat Tipperary 4-2 to 

2-6 in the All-Ireland hurling final of 1922.

Crowds met the players on the outskirts of the village and

greeted them with enthusiasm.

The players were accompanied by two of the selectors Jim

Comerford (Mooncoin) and Jimmy Brophy (Piltown) 

Passenger Figures.
Passenger figures for the special train from Waterford to
Dublin for the All-Ireland hurling final were as follows:
Kilmacow 5, Mullinavat 13, Ballyhale  31, Thomastown 71,
Bennettsbridge  40.     
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KILKENNY RALLIED FOR WONDERFUL 

VICTORY

Kilkenny  5-7    Wexford   5-4

K
ilkenny minor hurlers came from behind in

magnificent style at Croke Park on Sunday last

to retain their Leinster crown against a tough,

dour Wexford side. But the team, particularly in

defence will have to show a big improvement if it is to

retain the All-Ireland title.

The game was one of two halves. Wexford went into an

early lead and though briefly checked, they got three

point blank goals to lead by eight points at the end of

the first quarter. At this stage things looked very blue

for Kilkenny. The defence was completely unable to

cope with the fast moving Wexford attack and Kilkenny

looked only a shadow of the team which had blitzed

Dublin in the semi-final. Wexford continued to domi-

nate the second quarter and forged clear to lead by 4-3

to 2-0 at half –time.

But Kilkenny with a slight wind advantage swiftly put

the boot on the other foot after the change over. Slowly

but surely they pegged back Wexford until the equalis-

ing goal came after 18 minutes. The winning points

were then notched in a finish in which Kilkenny were

well on top.

Forwards Impress.

It is the forwards who must take the credit for the vic-

tory. They set about pulling down the big half-time lead

in excellent style, proving that the spate of scores then

amassed against Dublin could also be scored against

strong oppositions. For Wexford fielded one of the

strongest and burliest defences ever seen on a minor

side. The Kilkenny attack really proved itself as a unit

with a high scoring potential.

The same alas cannot be said for the defence or at any

rate the full back line. This section which was virtually

untested against Dublin proved when subjected to the

forceful Wexford attacking in the first half that it was

sub standard. The consistently best defender was cen-

tre-back Pat Drennan who was responsible for most of

the Kilkenny clearances made in this half. Jimmy

Byrne on the right flank also impressed but Billy Burke

did not find his feet until switched with Seamus

Hanrahan at midfield in the second half. 

A player who earned himself many bouquets was goal-

keeper Noel Skehan but for whom Wexford’s interval

lead would have been greater. 

The champion of the Kilkenny attack was the burly,

blonde Thomastown man Tom Walsh a never-say –die

trier who lead the division in wonderful style. His score

of 3-4 a clear indication of his stature in the game,

while his second goal following a 20 yard solo-run was

a splendid effort. Maurice Aylward who had not

received much of the ball in the first half, rose to great

heights on moving to the wing in the second half, while

Joe Dunphy also improved in this switch.

The Kilkenny centre-field was over run for much of the

first half but Seamus Hanrahan came into the game

more prominently when he switch ed with his school

mate Billy Burke later on.

Forwards Excel In Exciting Fight Back

Wexford leaped into the attack from the throw in and A.

Maher put the team a point ahead after 3 minutes. Tom

Walsh replied with a goal in the 5th minute but

Wexford were back for a point by F. Swords and 3 goals

from C. Jacob (2) and T. Maher (1) to lead by 8 points

after 18 minutes. As Wexford continued to dominate

the game C. Jacob added a point.

Tom Walsh rallied the Kilkenny team at this stage and

in the twenty second minute had one of the finest goals

of the game when he burst through on a 20 yard solo

run to score his second goal. J. Gallagher replied with a

Wexford goal to lead at half time by 4-3 to 2-0. 

The teams exchanged goals within a minute of the

restart, Kilkenny’s one coming from Tom Walsh and

Wexford’s from J. Gallagher. Maurice Aylward burst

through for Kilkenny’s fourth goal before Tom Walsh

added a point from a free. Maurice Aylward added

another point to cut the deficit to one goal with 15 min-

5

1962 Book_Layout 1  02/11/2012  21:41  Page 5



Will Tipp Foil Kilkenny’s 
three-in-a-row Bid?
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utes left to play. Paddy Walsh scored the equalising

goal for Kilkenny after 18 minutes. Billy Burke put

Kilkenny into the lead for the first time with a point

from a long range free and further points from Tom

Walsh (2) and Maurice Aylward before the finish set-

tled the issue for Kilkenny.

Kilkenny Team. N. Skehan, J. Walsh, T. Phelan, J.

Walsh, J. Byrne, P. Drennan, B. Burke, S. Hanrahan, S.

Muldowney, S. Cooke, T. Walsh, J. Delaney, M.

Aylward, J. Dunphy, P. Walsh. Sub. J O’Dwyer  

Wexford Team: P Reck, P. O’Brien, D. Quigley, P.

Cloke, V. Staples, M. Kinsella, J. Dunne, M. Tobin, F.

Swords, P. Quigley, T. Maher, J. Gallagher, P.Miskella,

P. Berry, C. Jacob. Subs J. Dowdall, J.Doran.

Ref. C. Foley (Dublin)

Kilkenny Board Officers 1962
County Chairman      Nicholas Purcell  (Graigue)
County secretary Paddy Grace (Dicksboro)
County Trustee T.J. Bergin  (Johnstown)
County Trustee Michael Moore  (Kilkenny)
Northern Chairman Martin Egan (Threecastles)
Northern Vice-Chairman Liam Ryan  (Clara)
Northern secretary John Ivory  (Lisdowney)
Southern chairman John Lonergan  (Hugginstown)
Southern vice-chairman Joe Walsh (Thomastown)
Southern secretary Seamus McKenna (Thomastown)
Under-16 chairman Paddy Hennessy  (St.Canice’s)
Under-16 vice-chairman Billy Leahy  (James Stephens)
Under-16 secretary Joe Walsh  (Thomastown)
Football Chairman Michael Meally  (Railyard)
Football vice-chairman Francis O’ Brien  (Kilmaganny)
Football secretary Jim Lyng  (The Rower)

Do You Own This Medal?

The Medal illustrated has come into
the possession of the County Board.
It was obviously lost by a member of

the victorious 1962 All Ireland MH
team. As can be seen, it was, at

some point, converted into a brooch.
On the reverse it is inscribed

“Craobh Iomána na Mionúr 1962
Cill Chainnigh.”
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