















































Test triumph shouldn’t

determine future of Aussie tour

THE G.A.A. during 1986 broke new
ground. More new friends were made in
far-off places, and the long-held wish of

the

’Association to forge further

international links was brought a step

closer.

N Irish Gaelic football
Ateam travelled to Aus-

tralia, and in a compro-
mise game, played a three-
match international Test
series. The Irish won the
series 2-1, and avenged a win
of a couple of years earlier
when the Aussies visited this
country.

Naturally, there was great
jubilation after Ireland’s win.
It is not every day that an
Irish football team travels to
far-off places and hammers
the opposition. It happened
this time, and everyone had
every reason to be happy.

Under the cunning
leadership of manager
Kevin Heffernan (Dublin),
the Irish were in superb
form. They lost the first test,
but the wily Heffernan learned
alot in defeat, and in the two
remaininig matches the Irish
improved each time.
Excellent football was
played, and the Irish players
proved themselves top class
athletes, and ambassadors.

The Irish won and
everyone was happy, so the
series should continue,
right? We were all told in
our early years in games that
winning wasn’t everything.
That wise old saying came to
mind the Friday afternoon
Ireland beat the Aussies to
clinch the deciding third
Test. One had to ask the
question — was it worth all
the effort?

The compromise game
was a mixture of Gaelic
football and Australian Rules
football. It was hard to
determine exactly how
much of one was mixed in
with the other. The round

Gaelic ball was used, and
not the oval (rugby-type)
one. The tackle, which
caused an awful lot of
confusion for both sides,
wasn’t of the usual Gaelic
style. Neither was the
method of compiling the
scores.

CONCEPT AT VARIANCE

Like myself, most people
could only formimpressions
about the Tests by what we
saw on television or read in
the newspapers, or both. On
arrival back in Ireland the
players, and most of the
travelling party, seemed
enthusiastic about the trip
down-under. Off the field
the Australians were
apparently friendly,
accommodating hosts. On it,
their players, in the first Test
particularly and to a lesser
degree in the second, were
not so friendly. Particularly
in the first match, their
concept of what was
allowed was at sharp
variance with that of their

opponents.

Like a clutter of red-faced
ambassadors trying to
explain away a diplomatic
slip, the excuse-makers
were out in force the
following days pleading —
“But we didn’t know that.”
They didn't know you
couldn’t tackle high, body
check, punch or brawl
during the games. Some of
the Irish didn’t go back from
the rough stuff, but when the
excuses were made, well,
they were on the Australians’
home ground, so they
accepted the apologies, or
appeared to.

In the second Test the
level ‘of robust play

" decreased. Still, it wasn't

exactly right, and further
emphasis was placed on
skill in the third Test. In this
atmosphere the Irish ran
away with the game. They
won hands down. Perhaps it
was that the Australians had
compromised too much, and
had led to their own
downfall by agreeing to
give the most points for a
goal. They were unable to
score them. The Irish were,
and that was a major
difference between the
teams.

The general feeling in
Ireland on the evidence
thrown up by the television
which, it must be conceded,
can often be misleading,
was that when the rough
and tumble play was taken
out of the game, the
Australians were lost.

Heavy, physical contact is
an important part of their
game. The players accept it
and cope. The fans like and
understand it. Something
like bull-fighting in Spain.
Some like it, others don’t.

Anyway, in Australia
when it came down to
playing skilful football, the
Irish won hands down. Their
players appeared more
subtle, talented performers
— it couldn’t all be put down
to the round ball — whoalso
had gained a superb level of
fitnes. Oh sure, the shrewd
coaching and team selections
of Heffernan made a
difference. But to us back
home it appeared as if the
Australians couldn’t cope
without the heavy stuff
which, after all, is part of
their own game.

PROFESSIONALS V.
AMATEURS

One remembers watching
the first Test and seeing the
violent punch-ups and
thinking ‘why doesn’t
Heffernan take the players
off the pitch.’ That feeling

abounded, and <some
suggested that Ireland
should come home, even at
that early stage.

Now everything that
happened has to be
weighed-up. The G.AA. is
interested in establishing
international links, but is
Australia, with this half-Irish,
half-Australian game the
place to do it? Can the
Australian professionals —
they are highly paid to play
their own game — be pitted
against the Irish amateurs.
That is a major question that
deserves a lot of analysis.

Coing into the third Test
Irish people at home feared
what was going to happen
on the field. Events in the
two earlier games suggested
the third one was going to
be dog-rough, because it
was going to be the
deciding one. Thankfully it
wasn’t. Ireland won a
generally sporting game
easily. But those fears for the
well-being of the players
prior to that match should
not be forgotten on decision
day. Just like Ireland’s
victory in the series should
not be the determining factor.

An international outlet for
Gaelic football and the
players is desirable. Some
players from the weaker
counties, the ones never
considered potential All-
Ireland champions, distin-
guished themselves down-
under. Some weeks after the
tour one of the players, Pat
O’Byrne (Wicklow) played
in Kilkenny, and it was a joy
to watch him. Wicklow team
handlers suggested his
game had improved 100%
by his involvement with the
Irish team. Good for player,
county and Ireland.

Bearing such a fact in
mind, it must be admitted
the Australian tour had its
merits. But, really, did the
good outweigh the bad?
Two out of three games
suggested it didn’t.
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Slow start, but victorious

FROM a humble beginning, a Kilkenny team gained in
riches and prowess during the course of the summer,
and ended up being crowned hurling kings. The
victory of the Kilkenny juniors in the all-Ireland final
wasn’t a classic rags-to-riches story, but before the
happy ending was reached, there were some hard

times in between.

HE ever improving juniors

collected the county’s first

Leinster and all-Ireland
team titles of the year. The first win
raised the hopes of a county with a
McCarthy Cup success in mind, and the
second brought a measure of
consolation after the seniors had gone
off the rails and missed the big one.

This was the second success in three
years for the Kilkenny junior team, and
dedicated trainer-coach, Ollie Walsh
(Thomastown), the former goalkeeping
great. And it could be the last . . . for
everyone. Because the decision makers
within the G.A.A., in their wisdom,
decided to end the junior hurling and
football championships.

Since this championship was brought
back into being a couple of years ago the
Noresiders have fared well. They hit the
jackpot in Centenary Year (1984) and
again this season, so the returns have
not been bad as far as this county is
concerned.

One must concede, and side with the
people who agreed to drop the
championships, that they added to the
congestion in an already over-crowded
fixtures list. The championships also
failed to grab the imagination of the
public, and only small crowds attended
games.

But for the players in all the
intermediate and junior hurling and
football championships up-and-down
the country these competitions will be a
loss. There are players all over Ireland
and particularly in the strong counties,
who will never make a senior team.
Their entry point to playing involvement
on all-lreland day was the junior
championships, and for that reason
alone it was a pity the championships
had to go.

GREAT FEELINGS

Who knows, a few from the
successful Kilkenny junior team this
year might eventually make it at senior
level. Good luck to them. The majority
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will not, but at least all had their hour of
on-field glory. And for them the feelings
were as great as those enjoyed by the
likes of Ger Henderson, Joe Hennessy,
Ger Fennelly, Richard Power and all the
rest who are good and lucky enough to
be able to make it at the highest level.

The Kilkenny junior players and
selectors Tommy Murphy (Co. Board
chairman), Nicky Teehan (Graigue/Bally-
callan), Eddie Blackmore (Piltown),
Tom Donovan (John Lockes) and Jack
Bolger (Graignamanagh) had every
reason to feel on top of the world after
their achievement. They reaped a just
harvest after a lot of hard work.

During the trek to success, no fewer
than 26 players saw action as the
mentors sought the right combination.
On August 24 at Thurles the Noresiders
got it all right and they swept to a

comfortable enough 1-17 to 0-15 win
over fancied Limerick in the all-Ireland
final.

That day the Leinster champions.
took the field without injured duo, John
O’Dwyer, a prolific scorer, and hardy
defender, Mick Power, both of whom
were injured. The selectors brought in
Tommy Lennon in attack and John
Power at the back, and the pair slotted
in beautifully.

There was fine cutting in Kilkenny
that day. They did not hang about once
the ball was thrown-in, and inside a
minute Dick Walsh rammed home a
goal and John Meaney pointed.
Limerick didn’t know what hit them, and
thereafter they were always under
pressure. At the break the winners were
1-11 to 0-7 clear. The nearest Limerick
got to parity was when they reduced the
arrears to four points in the 50th minute.

During the closing stages Kilkenny
‘man of the match’ — he was picked by
his own selectors — Kevin Hennessy
turned in excellent hurling, and kept
things ticking over in the midfield engine
room. He got oceans of support from
the hard tackling Tommy Lennon, the
stylish Tommy Bawle, Eddie Wall, John
Meaney and Jimmy Lennon, and their
combined efforts meant Limerick went
home empty handed.

(0-1).

Kilkenny
Limerick

each).

The scoring road to success

May 21st at O’Toole Park, Leinster semi-final
Kilkenny .......cccoocoeeeevivieieeiieeieeeceeeeens
DUblin ..o

Scorers: John Mulcahy (1-4, goal free, two points frees); John O’Dwyer (0-4,
two frees, one ’65); Michael Doyle (0-1).

June 8 at Croke Park, Leinster final
Kilkenny .......cccoovveeeeeeeveeeceeeeceeeennn,
TWESEME@ALR ...t e e 0-6

Scorers: Liam McCarthy (1-3); Tommy Bawle (1-1); John Meaney (0-4);
Michael Doyle (0-3); John O’Dwyer (0-3, two frees); Michael Morrissey (0-2); Paul
Cleere (0-1); Michael Cleere (0-1, ’65).

July 27, at Nowlan Park, all-Ireland semi-final
Kilkenny ........ccooooveeeeiiiiiiieeceeiiieeen,
(€T LT o 1 RS 29
Scorers: P. Cleere (04, frees); Tommy Bawle, Liam McCarthy, Denis

Carroll (0-3 each); Michael Cleere (0-2, frees); Michael Doyle (0-2); John Meaney

August 24 at Thurles, all-Ireland final

Scorers: Tommy Bawle (0-8, six frees); Tommy Lannon (0-4); Dick Walsh
(1-0)¢John Meaney (0-2); Michael Morrissey, Denis Carroll, Liam McCarthy (0-1

0-15

juniors finished well

KILKENNY, JUNIOR HURLING CHAMPIONS OF 1986

Back row (l. to r.): John Meaney, Des Dunne, Denis Carroll, Michael Cleere, John Power, Kevin Hennessy, Liam McCarthy, Tommy Bawle.
Front row (. to r.): Gerry Kenny, Jimmy Lennon, Eddie Wall, Michael Walsh, Michael Morrissey (capt.), Tommy Lennon, Dick Walsh.

FEAR OF SLIPPING

The all-action conclusion was in sharp
contrast to the beginning of the
championship, when Kilkenny
stuttered-and-stumbled to a win over
Dublin. This was on a tight O’Toole Park
pitch, but bearing the playing area in
mind, the winners were unimpressive.

Exactly 12 months earlier Kilkenny
had travelled to O’Toole Park as all-
Ireland champions. They were beaten.
Perhaps it was the fear of slipping-up
again that upset the players, but for
whatever reason, the 1-9 to 1-4 success
didn’t suggest much of a future for
Kilkenny in the competition.

Believe it or not, the next match was a
Leinster final. And the opposition was
provided by Westmeath, who had
caused a big surprise when sinking
Wexford, the 1985 winners of the
championship. No one knew what to
expect from the midlanders, particularly
after the way their seniors performed
against Kilkenny in the quarter-final of
the National League.

The game was only 20 seconds old
when Michael Doyle threw over a casual
point for Kilkenny. The trend was set.
This was going to be easy. With goals
from Liam McCarthy and Tommy
Bawle, the winners led by 2-9 to 0-2 at
half-time. They finished handsome 18
points winners.

However, Galway in the semi-final
were another story. The Tribesmen
showed scant regard for their
opponents, and slipped 1-3to 0-1 in front
in a matter of minutes. In so doing, they
showed up a black spot or two on the
Kilkenny team. A few shrewd switches
by the selectors changed the trend of
proceedings. The Noresiders made the
best of every chance that came their
way and had levelled 0-9 (K) to 1-6 at
the break.

Eighteen minutes further on the sides
were still locked together (0-12 to 1-9).
teams to grab long range points came to
the fore, and they inched in front. Even a
late goal from a penalty failed to rescue
the westerners. The home selectors had
every reason afterwards to sing the
praises of Michael Cleere, who was in
great striking form, Michael Morrissey,
Eddie Wall, Tommy Bawle, Liam
McCarthy and late in the game, Denis
Carroll, who produced the goods when
most needed. The winners had survived
a searching test, just the kind of
examination needed entering the
all-Ireland.

ONE OUTCOME

The events of that Galway game
put the Noresiders into the right frame
of mind for Limerick, who were big and
physically strong. With a few carefully
chosen words from Ollie Walsh,

Kilkenny went out on that Semple
Stadium pitch ready to accept just one
outcome — victory. ’

The junior inter-county competitions
may never be seen again. But in their
time they brought a lot of joy to many a
good club hurler or footballer who
would just never have made it on the
senior scene.

The players used by Kilkenny during
the championship were: M. Walsh
(Dicksboro); J. Lennon (Bennetts-
bridge); D. Dunne (Danesfort); E. Wall
(Lisdowney); M. Power (John Lockes);
M. Cleere (O’Loughlin’s); G. Kenny
(Piltown); K. Hennessy (Graigue-
Ballycallan); M. Morrissey, captain
(Graignamanagh); D. Walsh
(Tullaroan); J. Meaney (Graigna-
managh); J. Mulcahy (O’Loughlin’s);
M. Doyle (Barrow Rangers); J. O’'Dwyer
(John Lockes); J. Nugent (Danesfort);
T. Bawle (Dicksboro); B. McEvoy
(Lisdowney); J. Ronan (Graigue-
Ballycallan); P. Cleere (O’Loughlin’s); L.
McCarthy (Piltown); D. Carroll (Blacks
and Whites); J. J. Long (Piltown); B.
Ronan (Graigue/Ballycallan); J. Power
(John Lockes); T. Lennon
(Bennettsbridge); L. Cleere (Bennetts-
bridge). Players listed for the final but
not used were: J. Dunphy (Mullinavat);
P. Brophy (Piltown); J. J. Long
(Piltown); D. McCarthy (Piltown).
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HE 17th chairman of Kilkenny
Co. Board was elected at annual
Convention in the massive
O’Loughlin-Gaels complex, in January.

Tommy Murphy from Danesfort
swept into office after a contest
involving John Healy (Tullogher-
Rosbercon) and James Walsh
(Slieverue).

One week earlier Mr. Murphy had
been re-elected chairman of the
Northern Board, a position he first took
over only 12 months earlier. He stood
down from his position in the North, and
his place was filled by Ned Moran
(Blacks and Whites).

Mr. Murphy followed in the footsteps
of Co. Board secretary, Ted Carroll,
who also served as Northern chairman
before his elevation.

The new chairman became the
second man from the parish of Danes-
fort to hold the highest G.A.A. office in
the county. Denis J. Gorey (Burn-
church) was the first. He served in 1915.

Mr. Murphy’s election wasn’t without
a hitch. Before the crucial vote the
secretary pointed oqut 360 delegates
were entitled to wvote. The tally
afterwards indicated 20 extra votes had
been cast. However, when the figures
were revised it was learned that in all 424
delegates were eligible to vote.

The new chairman took over from
Michael O’Neill, who had held office
since 1969.

On the money front, there was good
news for the 'Board. Nearly £23,500 was
in the bank at the end of the year.

Co. Board officers: T. Murphy Danes-

(secretary, Southern Board), Ted Carroll (county secretary),
(Southern Board chairman), Seamus Delaney (secretary Football Board), I 1
Registrar), John Lyng (secretary Northern Board), Paul Kinsella (Hurling Officer), Tom Ryaill (Leinster Council representative).

fort (chairman); Ted Carroll, Lisdowney
(secretary); Jim Brophy, Piltown, and
Jim Rice, O’Loughlin’s (trustees); Ray
Anthony (auditor); Eamon Hennessy
(development officer and registrar);
Eamon Doyle, O’Loughlin’s (youth
officer); Tom Ryall, Graigue-Ballycallan
(PRQ and Central Council rep.); Paul
Kinsella, St. Martin’s (Bord lomana);
Tom Waldron, St. Lactain’s (Gaelic
officer); Michael O’Neill, St. Senan’s,
and George Leahy, James Stephens
(Leinster Council reps); T. Carroll,
Seamus Delaney, John Healy, T.
Murphy, Fr. T. Murphy and Eddie
Keher (delegates to Leinster
Convention); T. Carroll, S. Delaney, J.
Healy, T. Murphy, M. O’Neill, E. Keher
(Delegates to Congress).

Handball Board — Eamon
Hanrahan, Kilfane (chairman); Seamus
Reade, Talbot’s Inch (vice-chairman);
Con Moore, O’Loughlin’s (secretary.
treasurer); Tommy O’Brien, C. Moore
(PROs), Michael Reidy, T. O’Brien, Pat
O’Keeffe (selectors).

Southern Board — Joe Mackey,
Dunnamaggin (chairman); Andy Ayl-
ward, Mullinavat (vice-chairman);
Joseph Walsh, Thomastown (secretary-
treasurer); J. Mackey, Ned Conway,
Mullinavat (Fixtures Committee reps);
James Brophy, Piltown; John Healy, Tul-
logher-Rosbercon; P.J. Roughan,
Carrickshock; N. Conway (Co. Board

“'eps); John Gahan, Graignamanagh;
Jim Conway, Mullinavat; Tom Ryan,
Glenmore; Andy Aylward (Reps. to
Referees’ Sub-committee).

'In recongition of his 17 years’ service as chairman of Kilkenny Co. Board, Michael O'Neill was presented with a Kilkenny crystal lamp, decanter
and glasses by the ’Board and clubs. Picture taken at the presentation in O’Loughlin’s GAA club shows: Seated (from left) - Joe Walsh
Tom Murphy (county chairman), Mick O’Neill, Eileen O’Neill. Behind - Joe Mackey

Ned Moran (Northern Board chairman), Eamonn Hennessy (County

Out steps Mick and in steps Tommy

Northern Board — Tommy
Murphy, Danesfort (chairman); Ned
Moran, Blacks and Whites (vice-
chairman); John Lyng, Emeralds (secre-
tary); N. Moran, J. Lyng, Jim McGrath,
Danesfort; Nicky Grace, Threecastles
(Co. Board reps.). Subsequently when
Tommy Murphy became chairman of
the Co. Board, Ned Moran took over
the chair in the North. Jim Rice
(O’Loughlin-Gaels) became the new
vice-chairman in the North.

Football Board — Michael O’Neill,
St. Senan’s (chairman); Jim McGrath,
Danesfort (vice-chairman); Seamus
Delaney (secretary); S. Delaney, Tom
Ryan, Glenmore; Tommy Duggan, Big-
wood; Teddy Holden, Graignamanagh
(Co. Board reps.).

Primary Schools’ Board — Joe
Dunphy, Ballyhale (chairman); Bro.
Healy, Kilkenny C.B.S. (vice-chairman);
Paul Kinsella, St. Patrick’s (secretary);
John Knox, Gowran (secretary and
PRO); G. O'Neil, Coon-Muckalee
(registrar); J. Knox (Co. Board rep.).

Bord na nOg — James Delahunty,
Mooncoin (chairman); Eddie
Blackmore, Piltown (vice-chairman);
Tom Ryall, Graigue-Ballycallan (secre-
tary); Pat Dunphy, Rower-Inistioge
(delegate to Co. Board).

CAMOGIE BOARD Carmel
Savage, St. Paul’s (chairperson); Breda
Holmes, St. Paul’s (secretary); Annette
Stapleton, St. Paul’s (treasurer); John
Phelan, Lisdowney (vice-chairman); Phil
Cashin, St. Brigid’s (PRO); Angela
Downey (registrar).
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Lady Luck deserted Paul’s

ST.PAUL’S — DEFEATED FINALISTS IN THE ALL-IRELAND SENIOR CAMOGIE CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP.
Back row (1. to r.): Caroline Holmes, Helen Holmes, Ann Downey, Breda Holmes, Bridie McGarry, Liz Neary.
Front row (I. tor.): Claire Jones, Mary Canavan, Angela Downey, Breda Ryan (capt.), Marie Lawlor, Annette Stapleton. Mascot: Ciara Ryan.

LUCK, that vital ingredient needed by
any team hoping to reach the top,
deserted a Kilkenny team at the last
moment and robbed them of a possible

all-Ireland title.

Paul’s (Kilkenny) senior

camogie team, powered
by six of the successful all-
Ireland winning side,
contested the all-Ireland club
final on Glen Rovers own
Srounds in Cork.

The final was a gripping
affair. It was tough,
uncompromising, and the
closeness of the scores
throughout had the 3,000
attendance roaring them-
selves hoarse urging on their
favourites.

Nearing the end that star of
stars, Angela Downey who
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lN OCTOBER the St.

had already scored 4-4,
received a nasty stroke
across the face. She was so
badly injured she had to leave
the field. With her went St.
Paul’s last chance of pulling
the game out of the fire and
they lost by the margin that
was in it when Angela
departed — 4-11 (23) to 5-7
(22).

“With Angela on the field
we would have got a draw”, a
St. Paul's official assured
afterwards. “We might even
have done better than that”.

That cruel piece of
misfortune took the driving

force from St. Paul’s. The
woman who turned the team
from a useful into lethal one
stood on the sideline helpless
as her momentarily stunned
team mates limped to a
most unlucky defeat. Out the
window went St. Paul’s hopes
of a sixth all-Ireland club
success, and a seventh for
Kilkenny captain, Liz Neary,
who had won an extra one
with Austin Stacks (Dublin).
The lead changed hands on
several occasions, and at the
interval the winners led by 3-3
to 2-4. A goal from Angela
Downey early in the new half
got the Noresiders in front,
and with the confident play of
such as Angela, Bridie
McGarry, Breda Holmes,
Claire Jones and Ann
Downey, the Leesiders
looked as though they were at
their best to cope. In the end

Rovers hung on, but at the
finish they conceded they had
been lucky.

St. Paul’s captain, Breda
Ryan, has every reason to be
proud of her players. They
did themselves and the
county proud, and in earlier
victories over Buffers Alley
(Wexford), Crumlin — an
excellent 3-6 to 1-7 Leinster
Final win over the then all-
Ireland champions — and
Eglish (Tyrone) they
produced play full of grace
and style. In the end lady luck
just deserted them.

The St. Paul’s team in the
final was: Marie Lawlor,
Annette Stapleton, Bridie
McGarry, -Helen Holmes,
Caroline Holmes, Ann
Downey, Claire Jones, Breda
Ryan, Breda Holmes, Angela
Downey, Mary Cavanagh.
Sub. — Catherine Neary.



DICKSBORO — WINNERS OF THE UNDER-21 HURLING CHAMPIONSHIP (ROINN A)
Back Row (1. tor.): Michael Maher, Seamus Nicholson, Tony Bourke, Liam Scott, Niall Morrissey, Sean Kennedy, Simon Walton, Sean Moore, Donal
Carroll, Tim Butler, Enda Morrissey, Michael Kennedy.

Front (I. to r.): Pat Carroll, Liam Morrissey, Martin Treacy, Robbie Dalton, Richard Mulrooney, Martin Marnell (capt), Richard Hogan, John Treacy,
Terry Walsh.

KILMANAGH, ROINN A UNDER-12 HURLING LEAGUE CHAMPIONS
Back Row (I. tor.): Eamon Marnell, Kieran O Hah‘omn Stephen Hennessy, Michael Brennan, Denis Byrne, Denis Kenny, Tom Doran, Dermot Ronan,
Nicholas Teehan, Thomas Darmody, Paul Dunne.
Front (I to r.): John Manogue, Gerry Ronan, James Young, John Butler, Eddie O’Dwyer (capt), Pat Campion, Philip Cody, Philip Butler, Damien
Cleere, Michael Byrne, Sean Dermody. Mascor Declan Byrne.

GRAIGNAMANAGH, THE UNDER-12 HURLING CHAMPIONSHIP (ROINN A) RUNNERS-UP
Back Row (1. tor.): Tommy Treacy, John Flood, Christopher Waish, Eamon Lennon (teacher), Niall Farrell, Francis Doyle, Henry Roberts, Paul Kielty,
M. J. Moloney, Leo Bolger, James Kinsella, Niall Kelly, Pat Phelan, Edward Holden, Alan Morrissey, John O’Carroll, Patrick Hayden, Noel Dunne, Fred
Randle.
Front (I. to r.): John Brett, Shane Byrne, Aian Bolger, Ger Walsh, Liam Fogarty, lvan Morrissey, Stephen Byrne, Fergal Fenlon, Michael Ryan, Nicky
O’Carroll, Patrick Ryan, Ivan Doherty, Murt Broaders, Barry Ryan, Jarleth Bolger. z
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Iomaint Baire Camanacht Hurling

AITHIMID bheith an-bhuioch
de na scoladiri agus de na
stairithe a chuir ar ar suilibh

ddinn seandacht agus drasiocht ar
gcluiche diichais 6ir is iontach go deo
an oiread san staire agus seanchair a
ghabhann leis.

Scriobhadh Leabhar na hUidhre
agus an Leabhar Laighneach sa dara
h-aois déag agus is iontu san a
thagaimid ar “lomaint” agus ar “Baire”.
“Ro teilg (&n liathréit) d& chaméan”. 1.
do chaith séile fuinneamh. Is 6
“jomadint(t)” a thainig “thiomdain” a
mbainimid feidhm as le carranna agus
ainmhithe a “thiomaint”. Mar an
gcéanna le “baire”; focal a chiallaionn
“comértas”, “coimhlint spértdil”. “I
dtiis béire”, “i ndeire baire” fo-abairt{
a thagann uaidh agus ciilbaire, ar ndé,

Le data cam. 1. camén a h-imriti agus
a h-imritear é agus uaidh a thagann
ainm eile ar an gcluiche,
"“Caman(d)acht”. Ach ni chloistearach
in Albain é cé go n-isditi é i
dTuaisceart na hEireann chomh maith.
Ni tisaidtear é ins na seanleabhra ach
an oiread.

San leabhar buntisach san “Canan” a
scriobh Art O Maolfabhail sa bhliain
1973, deir sé go bhfuil difir bheag
chéille idir iomdint agus camaénacht.
B'é tuigli le h-“iomaint” na an cluiche
mar cleactaiti & i gCiige Laighean
(agus sa Mhumhain), cluiche
Samhraidh ina mbuailti an sliotar fanan
talaimh, san aer (agus as an laimh?).
Séard a bhi sa chaménacht né cluiche
geimhridh fan an talaimh, a gheobhfai
a imirt le croméga né le cromain. 1.
shinty an lae inniu.

I gCinnlae Amhlaoibh Ui
Shiilleabhdin scriobh sé faoi
Dhomhnach Césca, 6 Aibrean 1828, go
raibh buachailli Calainn go gnéthach
ag Droichead nanGabhar “le caméin’s
le cromain”. Ma 1saiti cromain, agus
d’iisditi, saghas meascdin idir iomdint
agus camdnacht a bhi ann. T4 fianaise
ann 6'n Choimisiin le Béaloideas go
n-lisditi cromain go foirleathan san
imirt i dTulach Rudin timpeall 1880. Ni
h-ionadh go gcloistear seandaoine na
linne seo ag clamhsan go bhfuil an
iomaint fan an talaimh imithe. TaAbas an
chamain tar-éis dul i leithne le n-ochté
bliain anuas ionas gur cosiil le
friochtdn bas camdin ciilbéire an lae
inniu.

Ach conas a tharla gur bathadh na
h-ainmneacha Gaeilge, nar tharla
cénascadh na truaillit Béarlachais
orthu ach gur glacadh le focal Béarla

(né Frainncise, n6é Breatanaise, no 3

Gearméinise) mar ainm ar an gcluiche.
Bimid ag imirt “hurling”, le “hurley” ag
an “hurling match” “Roteilg (an
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liathréit) d4 chaman” adeir an Leabhar
sa bhliain 1180. Teilgtear ga, né slea,
né cloch as cranntabhaill. 1. caittear é
le fuinneamh. Is comhneartmhar
“teilg” agus “hurl”: t& na bréithre
“bhuail” agus “thiomain” lag go leor
gcomparaid leo.

An chéad uair a leagaimid siil ar an
bhiocal “hurling” stair na tire seo. is i
Reachta Cill Chainnigh 1366 a chimid
é. Ritheadh na dlithe sin do na
Normannaigh amhain. Scriobhadh iad
san bhFrainncis Normannach agus
bhain ceann acu le h-iomaint. Da réir,
bhi ar an Normannaigh staonadh 6
bheith ag imirt “les jues que homes
appelle horlingues one grounds
bastons a pillot sur le terre” (na cluichi

ar a dtugann fir horlingues le batai
méra ar liathréid ar an dtalamh).
Ritheadh a chomhshamhail de dhli,
“Reacht na Gaillimhe”, sa bhliain 1527
agus léimid an focal aris: Coisctear
“the horlinge of the litill ball with
sticks or staves”. Ni thagfar ar an
bhfocal aris go dti an seachti aois
déag. Nuair a thosnaigh na nuachtain
ag teacht fairsing, san ochtii acis déag
ni bhiodh in fisdid acu ach “hurling”,
“hurley”, “hurling match" facimar atai
lathair na h-uaire.

Faiche mér ioména a bhi in Ath na
nUrlann, d'imritf cluichi ann idir Cill
Chainnigh agus Tiobraid Arann, idir
Mumhain agus Laighin. Ni thugadh na
seandaoine ar an mbaile ariamh ach
Hurlingford. Ba mhinic arith sé liom go
raibh ceangal idir Hurlingford agus
Ath na nUrlann, go mb'féidir gur
Gaeiliodh an focal Béarla.

1d




Aussies rule hurling is great fun

Photo shows (back row - | to r) Mossy Doody, Limerick; Liam Daly, Cork; Jack Mahony, Limerick; Andrew Cleere, Threecastles; James Walsh,

Mooncoin; Patsy Doheny, Threecastles; Seamus Delahunty, Mooncoin; Eamon Morrissey, James Stephens; Jim Ryan, Wexford; Mick O’Neill,
Danesfort; Pierce Dalton, Threecastles; Pat Fleming, Carlow; Tim Garvey, Limerick. Front row (I to r): Paddy Murphy, Enniscorthy; Steve
Carey, Cork; Peter Murphy, The Rower; Larry Delahunty, Mooncoin (captain); Mick Dunphy, Carrickshock; Tom Mahoney, Limerick; Joe
Murphy, Danesfort; Jim Bambrick, Paulstown; Tom Bowden, Gathabawn (manager). Their mascot is Patrick Bowden, Tom’s son. Not in the
picture is Mick Wymss, Bennettsbridge. Also in Australia are Larry Delahunty’s girlfriend, Noreen Holden, whose sister is married to Dick
O’Hara, Wally Crowley, Mooncoin; normally plays, but he was injured for this match.

USTRALIA may be

far, far away, but an

energetic group of
Kilkenny people are very
-much at home there and
regularly they indulge in
their favourite sporting
activity .. . hurling.

The thousands of miles
from the old green sod
doesn't matter to these
members of the Central
Coast athletic club, who
take on all-comers.

Kilkenny’s most distant
group of hurlers were
formed into a club three

years ago by Peter Murphy,
who hails from the Rower.
The name chosen for the
club was O’'Rahilly’s.

Of course, being down
under means they do things
in reverse to us here. Their
main hurling season is
during their Winter, which
is just as warm as our
summer.

As can be imagined,
hurleys are always a bit of a
problem. But just a word to

~ Kilkenny hurley-maker,

Ramie Dowling, and the
sticks will be dispatched

somehow to Australia. This
year Mr. Mick O'Neill from
Danesfort spent some time
‘down under’, and when he
returned the orders were
placed with Ramie.

Word from Aussie land is
that O’Rahillys have been
doing nicely in competitive
games. During the year they
won the New South Wales
hurling league. To the fore
were the Delahunty
brothers from Mooncoin
and Jim Ryan, who shot
home four goalsas a
massive 17-point win was

recorded.

The hurling rules in
Australia are not as we
know them here. You could
say they have been adopted
to the local needs. For
example, they have a ‘sin
bin’ in operation where a
player could be sent for 10
minutes during a game to
cool down.

The Kilkenny hurlers in

Australia may not play it

strictly according to the

Official GAA Guide, but that
doesn’t stop them having
great fun.

Ned — a rugbyand hurling star

FORMER Kilkenny
hurling star, and
former Irish rugby
international recorded
another major sporting
achievement during the
year.
Ned Byme, former James
SLephens’ and Kilkenny
“ hurling star, helped the
Kilkenny Firsts’ rugby team
to their first win in 27 years
in the Provincial Towns Cup
final.

Prop-forward Ned was
one of the stars of the
historic win. His vast
experience made him an

influential pack leader, as
Kilkenny raced toa ;
handsome 10-nil win over
the Curragh in the final
played in Drogheda. This
was Kilkenny'’s third win in
the competition.

Ned, now 38, won a
senior hurling
championship with
'Stephens in 1969, and an
all-Ireland senior medal
with Kilkenny in 1972 when
they beat Cork by 3-24 to
5-11.

In 1972, also, Ned Bymne
played on a losing Kilkenny

N Byrne, hurling and rugby
star.

team in the Provincial
Towns’ cup final. After that

he joined Blackrock College
(Dublin). With his new club
he won the Leinster senior
cup, and threée senior
league medals. For five
seasons he played interpro
with Leinster and in all was
capped seven times at
senior level by Ireland.

In 1979 he toured
Australia with Ireland.
There he was the unlucky
victim of a hit-and-run
driver, and his injuries were
so bad he was unable to
play at intemnational level
again.
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