






































MANAGERS- with 12 now
the idea has taken off

THE year 1984 was a milestone in the history of the
G.AA. and it was duly marked with a plethora of
games at all levels, social events, special presenta-

tions and happenings and what have you. It

was

also the year when the ‘Big Two' consolidated their
respective positions at the head of the honours list.

Both Cork and Kerry cap-
tured the all-lreland senior
hurling and football cham-
pionships respectively. The
Leesiders recorded their 25th.
win, while the stars from the
Kingdom went a bit better
and collected their 28th. title.
In sport in Ireland, those are
the two richest prizes that can
be won.

Over the last 100 vyears
they have set the pace. Now
as we head into the new cen-
tury the rest should be
prepared to double their ef-
forts to catch this pair. Kerry
have seven more titles to their
credit than their nearest rivals
Dublin, so they will take a bit
of catching. But the hurling
gap is not that wide.

And in Kilkenny, hurling is
the game the majority are in-
terested in. Presently we
stand second to Cork, with 23
titles, five of which were
landed during the past
decade. This county won
more senior hurling all-
Irelands this century than any
other, so there is every reason
for confidence that in the not
too distant future Kilkenny
could be leading the field.

Of course any bid for the
top will not be accomplished
casually. It will take a lot of
hard work and good planning.
In other words, it will have to
be made to happen.

Kilkenny have won all their
titles in the 20th century. Skill
has always been the county’s
forte. Mentors have never sat
back and taken things for
granted. They were in-
novative, like when Mon-
signor Tom Maher
revolutionised the use of the
hand-pass. A small thing
perhaps, but it bettered the
Kilkenny game. It brought

many successes.

Perhaps now at the turn of
the G.A.A. century it is time
for another big change.
Remember the county must
not rest on its laurels.

GETWITH IT

Change for the sake of
change is never a good thing,
but nonetheless a changing
world demands change, fresh
new approaches. Here in this
county we have been slow to
‘get with it'" when one talks
about the management of
teams. Sure Pat Henderson
(Fenians) is the trainer-coach
of the senior side, and he
commands great respect. But
really he is in a nowhere posi-
tion, working with a team he
has very little say in picking.

Down through the years
Kilkenny have stuck with the
selector procedure, whereby
the county senior hurling
champions nominate men to
pick the county team. There
have been good selection
committees. There have been
bad. But by and large, the
county has done well. But is it
not time to move on, to adopt
a new approach ? The day of
the manager has arrived !

Kerry and Dublin are there
leading the rest with Mick
O'Dwyer and Kevin Heffernan
captaining the ships. Our own
Dermot Healy does so in Offa-
ly. And in the feotball arena
Eugene McGee was given a
no strings attached manager's
job with Cavan. The decade of
the manager has truly arrived.

Since the beginning of the
National Leagues, five coun-
ties have appointed all power-
ful managers — Clare took on
Limerickman Eamon Cregan;
John Courtney from Cork took
over the Offaly football team;

Gaelic games.

Limerick appointed Noel
Drumgoole; Waterford did
likewise with Jim Joe Landers
(Cappoguin) and Wexford in-
stalled John Doyle (Buffers
Alley). Add in Tyrone's Art
McRory, Tipperary's Donie
Nealon and Cyril Farrell in
Galway and that brings to 12
the number of managers now
operating in Gaelic games. It
makes you wonder, doesn't
it ?

In this age when vast new
sporting frontiers are being
reached, appointing a
manager is not just the ‘in’
thing, it is the right thing. Let
us be honest and concede
there is a certain amount of
politics involved in the selec-
tion of some teams. It is hard
for a selector to deal with a
club pushing ‘for this lad’,
because the ‘other lads have
X number of players in the

panel’.

Senior champions, St.

Dublin's Kevin Heffernan, one of the most successful managers in

and well when they appointed
mentors this term. But even
they were caught in the web.
They picked their men from
the four semi-finalists. Does
that mean that outside the
‘exclusive’ semi-final club
there was no one else good
enough ? They were not the
first club, or the second or
third to follow this course. It
happens nine times out of 10.

After their ‘championship
defeat against Offaly the men
from Wexford went home and
had a pow-wow about their
lack of success at senior inter-
county level. Former selectors
were called in to give their
views to a special sub-
committee of the Co. Board
set-up to examine the matter,

In Wexford the cham-
pionship is divided in four
groups, and it was practise to
give each division a selector.
Herein lay the problem. The

Continued on page 98
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First winners, Tullaroan,

lead the way

THREE years afterr the G.A.A. was
founded, the first Kilkenny senior hurling
championship was played. That was in
1887 and the winners were Tullaroan,
who to date have won the title 19 times,
by far the greatest take of any club.

The second championship was won
by Mooncoin, who stand second in the,
roll of honour with Bennettsbridge. Both
won the championship 12 times.
Tullaroan (19) — 1887, 1889, 1895,

1897, 1899, 1901, 1902, 1904,

1907, 1910, 1911, 1915, 1924,

1925, 1930, 1933, 1934, 1948,

1958.

Mooncoin (12) — 1888, 1900, 1906,
1908, 1913, 1916, 1927, 1928,
1929, 1932, 1936, 1965.

Bennettsbridge (12) — 1890, 1952,
1953, 1955, 1956, 1959, 1960,
1962, 1964, 1966, 1967, 1971.

Carrickshock (7) — 1931, 1938,:1940,
1941,1942,1943, 1951.

James Stephens (6) — 1935, 1937,
1969, 1975, 1976, 1981.

Fenians (Johnstown) (5) — 1970,
1972,1973,1974,1977.

Shamrocks (5) — 1978, 1979, 1980,
1982, 1983.

Eire Og (4) — 1939, 1944, 1945, 1947.
Dicksboro (3) — 1923, 1926, 1950.
Confederation (3) — 1893, 1894, 1896.
Erin’s Own (City) (2) — 1905, 1909.

Threecastles (2) — 1898, 1903.
St. Lactain’s (Freshford) (2) — 1961,
1963.

Johnstown (1) - 1914.

Thomastown (1) — 1946.

Graigue (1) — 1949.

Slieverue (1) — 1954,

John Lockes (Callan) (1) — 1957.

Rower-Inistioge (1) — 1968.

St. Martin’s (Ballyfoyle,
Muckalee) (1) — 1984.

Coon,

A DAY SEEN ONCE IN 100 YEARS

« Continued from page 60

special long-puck competition. All were
presented with magnificent Centenary
medals struck at the Kilkenny Design ¢

Workshops.
'‘Stephens proved too good for surprise

packet of the hurling tournament,
Emeralds (Urlingford) who although only
a junior team, battle their way through to
the decider. The city side won by 2-17 to
1-5 after leading by-0-9 to 0-3 at half-
time. The teams were:

James Stephens: A McCormack, P.
Neary, B. Cody, N. Cashin, T. Hogan, M.
Hennessy (capt), J. O'Brien, J.
Hennessy, T. Leahy, L. Mullen, J. J.
Cullen, M. Forristal, J. McCormack,-A.
Egan, B. Walton. Subs — D. Collins, J.
Scott, L. Hennessy, D. Bolger, G.
Morrissey, R. Walsh, T. Henderson, E.
Brennan. ¥
Emeralds: D. Burke, J. Tone, M. Burke,
P. Phelan, J. Hughes, L. Cody, M. Grace,
E. Holohan, J. Tobin, J. Moriarty, P.
Ryan, J. Queally, F. Cleere, M. Rafter, J.
Cahill. Subs — L. Moriarty, J. Tobin.”

The football decider was a much closer
‘affair. Here it took extra time to separate

during 1984.

" CUMANN LUTH-CHLEAS GAEL

Kilkenny County Board

The Board would like to express its sincere
thanks to the many firms and individuals who
contributed large and small amounts and to
their loyal followers for their kind patronage

Their kind support is deeply appreciated.

TED CARROLL, Runai

Page 66

v

Thomastown and Muckalee. The "Town
won by 2-11 to 1-6 after they had been
level at 2-3 (T) to 1-6 at the end of
normal time. The winners here got a fine
trophy sponsored by Moremiles Tyre
Services Limited, who have depots on
the Waterford and Dublin roads. The
teams here were:

Thomastown: J. Brennan, B. Doyle, D.
O’Hara, D. Prendergast, M. Walsh, M.

Galway, J. Prendergast, D. Hoyne, C.
Ruan, M. Farrell, J. Costelloe, W.
Lannon, G. Walsh, A. Hoyne, B. O'Hara.
Subs — C. Moore, T. Walsh, E. Kavanagh,
T. Flynn, L. O’Neill.

Muckalee: K. Brennan, J. Kelly, M.
Morrissey, B. Morrissey, R. Maloney, J.
Morrissey, P. Lawlor, J. Moran, J. Maher,
J. Brennan, M. Maher, M. Morrissey, M.
Lane, A. Maher, T. Morrissey. Subs — E.
Breen, B. Shore, R. Nolan.

St. Paul’s added further to their glittering
array of trophies when they proved too
good for Bennettsbridge in the camogie
decider. The score was 5-5 to 2-8. All
the winners scores were landed by a
superb Angela Downey while Paula
Lennon (1-3), Helena McCormack (1-4)
and Claire Cullen (0-1) replied for the
‘Bridge.

In all aspects of the G.A.A. Kilkenny has
played a leading part during the last 100
years. No doubt they will do so again
during the next centenary. But this was a
day of festivity seen only once in 100
years.

‘Stephens remember
stars of the past

ONE OF the giants of the Kilkenny club
scene, James Stephens, merged the old
with the new in a very meaningful way
as part of their Centenary celebrations.

Stars from years past who brought
honour to the famed Larchfield outfit
were feted in the comfortable clubrooms
by the present committee.

The ‘old boys’ were invited to a
special get-together, when stories from
past battles were recalled.

The surviving members of the 1929
junior championship winning side at-
tended. So too did the senior champions
of 1935 and ‘37 as well as the 1942/43
junior team and the 1946 senior semi-
finalists. The group was rounded off by
the men from the 1955 junior hurling
championship winning side.

‘Stephens historian, Christy Leahy,
unearthed the names and addresses of
the surviving team members, and each
reached an individual invitation.

“Since you won vyour first cham-
pionship in 1924 (J.H.) your club has
held a proud position in Kilkenny
hurling”, President of the G.A.A., Paddy
Buggy wrote in a letter of congratula-
tions read out at the informal gathering.

‘By this celebration, recalling the out-
standing players and games of other
days, you are ensuring that the present
day members and players will live up to
the proud tradition of James Stephens
and you will inspire future generations of
your people to play our games and give
of their best for the honour of the “Vil-

lage”, the President added.

The stars of former years who at-
tended the gathering were:

1929 J.H. Champs: Paddy Foley,
Michael Holland, Mick Carroll, John
Shortall, Dermot Hughes, Jimmy Morris-
sey, Mick Tyrrell, Billy O'Connor, Jack
Phelan.

1935 S.H. Champs: M. Tyrrell, J.
Morrissey, M. Leahy, M. Holland, Dick
McEvoy, Michael Phelan, Mick Fennelly,
Jack Fennelly, Lar Carroll, Paddy Denief-
fe, Billy Ayres, Tommy Dunne, Jack
Downey.

1937 S.H. Champs: M. Tyrrell,
Marty McEvoy, J. Morrissey, John Shor-
tall, D. McEvoy, L. Carroll, M. Holland, J.
Fennelly, Paddy Leahy.

1942/43 J. team and 1946 S.H.
Semi-finalists: Jimmy McGrath, M. Tyr-
rell, Joe Hennessy, Kevin Grogan, Ned
Larkin, Bobby Brannigan, Jim Larkin,
Paul Fennelly, William Kerwick, Ray
Cody, Paddy Burke, Kevin McGrath,,
Tommy Long, John Dunne, Paddy Mol-
loy, P. J. O’Neill, Derry O’Connor, Mark
Nugent, Billy Butler, Din Brennan, Pat
Shortiss, Jim Fox, Pierce Walton.

1955 J.H. Champs: N. Larkin, Sean
Tyrrell, Paddy Tyrrell, Jim McCarthy, Lou
McCarthy, Sean Leahy, Jimmy Coyne,
Dick Coyne, Tony Coyne, Michael Dun-
ne, Mick Morrissey, Peter Fennelly, Joe
Walsh, Jim Holland, Jody Fox, Philip
Brennan, Kevin Dowling, Tom Ryan,
Dixy Brennan, Tom Roche, Seamus
Maher, Seamus Fry.

Sixth All-Ireland victory the highlight

<« Continued from page 62

Brendan Fennelly (0-4 each); Tommy
Malone, Phil Cahill (O-1 each).

The winning team was Paddy Grace,
Michael Phelan, Dan Breen, Willie Ken-
nedy, Michael Tierney, Pat Walsh, Paddy
Fennelly, Bob Grace, Phil Cahill, Ger
Lyster, Tommy Malone, Brendan Fennel-
ly, Michael Walsh (Capt)., James Ireland,
Noel Cottrell.

FOOTBALL

Avonmore Creameries won their first
Kilkenny inter-firm football title when
they beat Public Services in the County
final. It was Avonmore’s fifth appearance
in the county final. They lost the deciders
of 1979, 1981, 1982 and 1983.

A hat-trick of goals by Wicklow
county player, Connie Murphy was the
highlight of the game. Played in terrible

weather, the game produced a fair stan-
dard of football. On their way to the final
Avonmore beat Mahon & McPhillips and
Clover Meats. The score in the county
final was Avonmore Creameries 3-5;
Public Services 0-6.

Best players for the winners in addi-
tion to Connie Murphy, were Vincent
Cleere, Kieran Leonard, when he went
on as a substitute, Garry Luttrell, Joe
TFierney, Mick Walsh, Morgan Kelly and
Kevin Mulhall.

Best for the ‘Services side were John
Bracken, Joe Kelly, a member of the
Galway football team, Nicky Cashin,
Paddy Neary, Tom Berry and Michael
Keating.

SCORERS

Avonmore Creameries: Connie
Murphy (3-0); Morgan Kelly (0-4, two
frees); Pat Cahill (0-1). y

Public Services: Michael Keating (O-
2 one free); Eugene Grehan (free);, Pad-
dy Neary, Tom Barry, Vincent Bradley
(0-1 each).

The winning team was Tom Bolger,
Garry Luttrell, Vincent Cleere, Joe
Tierney (Capt.), Willie Phelan, Ger
Moynihan, Padraig Keegan, Paddy
Cahill, Mick Walsh, Timmy Ruth, Connie
Murphy, Michael Walsh, Kevin Mulhall,
Johnny Buckley, Morgan Kelly. Subs —
Kieran Leonard, Joe Casey.

In the Leinster Championship, Avon-
more Creameries, had to field without a
number of their side who were involved
in local championship fixtures. The loss
of players like Connie Murphy and
Morgan Kelly was a big handicap and
they lost against Dundalk Traders by 3-
12 to 2-2. However, they were pleased
to have broken the hoodoo that haunted
them at local level.
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MINOR HURLING CHAMPIONS

JOHN LOCKES — Roinn A Minor Hurling Champions 1984
Back row (l. to r.): P. Leahy, D. Bryan, B. O'Shea, P. Comerford, B. Bryan, J. Holden, J. Donovan, K.

ODwyer. Front Row (I. to r.): L. Egan, J. Quigley, J. Power (Capt.), M. Holden, M. Barry, A. O Dwyer, P.
Comerford.

GRAIGUE-BALLYCALLAN — County Minor Hurling (Roinn B) Champions 1984
Back row (l. to r.): Sean Casey, Leslie Trayer, Michael Murphy, Tomés McCluskey (Capt.), Phil Purcell,
Sean Delaney, John Teehan, John Cuddihy. Front row (l. to r.): Paul Muldowney, Denis Butler, Phil
Maher, Adrian Ronan, Richie Maher, Jim Kenny, Jim O Brien.
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