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John Coleman (Thomas-
town United) who was voted
‘man of the match’ in the
minor hurling county final.
Playing at wing-forward,
john scored 2-1and
tormented the Erin’s Own

(Castlecomer) defence from
the first to the last whistle,
He also figured on the
Thomastown side which
later captured the minor
league.
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hurling nursery, North

Paul Cleere led Kilkenny

| C.B.S. to their greatest ever Monastery, Cork.

‘ breakthrough in the hurling \ Paul came on as a sub in the
scene. He captained the side ; all-Ireland minor final. He
that scored a magnificent was on the Kilkenny side in

victory over another famed v the Leinster final.






































































































JAMES STEPHENS — County Senior Hurling Champions 1981

Back row (feft to rightl: Mick Moare, Billy Walton, Andy Egan, Denis MeCormack, Tom McCormack, Mick Crotty.
Brian Cody, Fan Larkin, Front row (left ta right): Martin Hennessy, Joe Hennessy, Philip Breanan, Jahn McCarmack,
Jim OQ'Brien, Paddy Neary, Ned Kelly.

THE FENIANS — County Senior Hurling Finalists 1981

Back raw (left to right): Ger Henderson, Dick Dowling, Eugene Grehan, Pat Henderson, Billy Fitzpatrick, Mick Gar-
rett, P. J. Ryan, Martin Fitzpatrick, Pat Delaney. Front row (left to right): John Pawer, Nicky Orr, John Henderson,
Joe Ryan, Billy Purcefl Jim FPower.
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GOLDEN OLDIES DONT WIN
COUNTY FINALS

Golden oldies don’t win hurling games.
That was clearly shown in this year’s county
final at Nowlan Park when a young, eager
James Stephens side won a comfortable 2-10
to 0-8 victory over The Fenians.

Age was the fundamen-
tal difference between the
sides and James Stephens
proved that even the ex-

erience of men of such
ormer grealness as Pat
Henderson and Pat
Delaney is not enough to
redress the imbalance.
And so the game was won
and lost,

The Fenians con-
tributed to their own
downfall. Their strategy

was wrong; their shooting
was very bad and the
lacked the tenacity whicﬁ
was the main
characteristic of their op-
ponents.

This was nolt a county
final to remember except
for James Stephens and
their supporters. It bought
their tally to six.

They won by adopting
the right ameach, They
kept the ball moving and
used their speed to good
effect.

The first quarter was so
dull that a stranger to
Nowlan Park would find it
hard to believe this was a
county senior final. It did
make a brave effort to
come to life in the second
half but generally it fell far
short of expectations,

Johnstown made a
brave effort to overcome
the age disadvantage and
tried valiantly to put their
game together but an ex-
travagant waste of
favourable chances made
their task difficult it not
l'r‘nf:ms.sihle. They were
only a goal behind*at the
interval, 1-6 to 0-6.

The most salient feature
of the first half was a well
worked goal by Mick
Crotty who forced his way
through to shoot past the
helpless P. J. Ryan in the
Johnstown goal. The score
had an immediate impact

and from then on The
Fenians were fighting a
lost cause.,

James Stephens then
took command and
proceeded to pile on the
pressure, Johnstown had
no comeback and their
only answer was two
points, one each by Mick
Garrett and Pat Delaney
late in the game.

The Village were quick-
ly into their stride and had
points by Andy Egan, John
McCormack and Billy
Walton in the early stages.
Billy Fitzpatrick hit back
wil?‘/l two points from frees
but Andy Egan with a goal
and Billy Walton a point
kept The Village ahead.

At this stage The
Fenians made their best
effort but they wasted
some golden oppor-
tunities and had an almast
incredible tally of 12 wides
in the first hal!?

They did put severe
pressure on the James
Stephens defence with Pat
Deianey, Billy Fitzpatrick
and Biﬁy Purcell makin
frantic efforts to brea
through but the scores
didn't come. They missed
two chances that could
well have been goals,

The third quarter
produced nothing of
note, There was a lot of
scrappy hurling and it was
not until Mick Crotty
scored the goal that the
winners tidied up their
game. They had the game
safely in their grasp at that
slage,

There were no Oscars
won in this game. Mick
Moore had a clean slate in
the winners goal and Phil
Larkin played with his
customary confidence in
the full back line with
Paddy Neary and Brian

Cody teaming up well. Joe
Hennessy was a w;‘lrr hard
worker on the half line
and in the attack, Andy
Egan, Mick Crotty, Billy
Walton who was an ac-
curate free taker and John
McCormack figured

rominently. Denny

cCormack was sound at
centrefield.

P. J. Ryan and the more
experienced players in
The Fenians defence,
Nickey Orr and Martin
Fitzpatrick with John
Henderson did well with
Eddie Grehan doing
splendidly on the half line
with Pat Henderson also
playing well. Ger Hender-
son had a hard hour at
midfield while the best
that Pat Delaney, Mick
Garrett, Billy Fitzpatrick
and Billy Purcell had to
offer fell short of what was

reiuired.
ndy Egan (1-1); B.
Walton (0-4); M. Crotty

(1-0): . McCormack (0-2};
|. O'Brien, D. McCormack
and T. McCormack (0-1
each) scored for James
Stephens and Bi|1¥: Fitz-
patrick (0-4); Billy Purcell
(0-2), Mick Garrett and Pat
Delaney (0-1 each) scored
for The Fenians.

James Stephens: M.
Moare, P. Neary, B. Cody,
P. Larkin, ]. Hennessy, M.
Hennessy, |. O'Brien, D,
McCormack, T. McCor-
mack, P. Brennan;, B.
Walton, N. Kelly, M. Crot-
ty, A. Egan, J. McCormack.
sub: D. Collins for P.
Brennan.

The Fenians: P. |. Ryan,
. Henderson, M. Orr, M.
Fitzpatrick, D. Dowling, P.
Henderson, E. Grehan, |.
Ryan, M. Garrett, Jim
Power, G. Henderson, Joe
Power, B. Purcell, P.
Delaney, B. Fitzpatrick.
Subs: ). Moriarty for
Power; P. Broderick for
John Power.

Loughman

BOOKMAKER

49 John Street,
Kilkenny.

Telephone: (0409) 5276.
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