


















































Martin Coogan — great hurler
great sportsman/!

DOWN through the years the county
senior hurling championships have
produced their share of surprises and
1979 was no exception. The general
presumption was that the holders, The
Shamrocks and James Stephens
would contest another final. The most
that was expected from Erin’s Own
was that they would make it hot for the
Village.

One man who did not go along with
this view, however, was former county
star, Martin Coogan, who was looking
for something more than a ‘gallant
losers’ tag and his optimism, implied
perhaps rather than expressed, was ob-
vious when | spoke to him a week
before the semi-final.

As things turned out Martin Coogan
was right; how right was even more
convincingly demonstrated by the
great battle Erin’s Own put up in the
subsequent county final drawn game.

Most of the crowd that saw the final
agreed ithat the Martin Coogan’s
charisma had an awful lot to do with
the Castlecomer upsurge. Only a man
of his inspiring genius could have
brought about such a remarkable
transformation in a side that was hard-
ly seriously considered earlier in the
campaign.

Left handers are not strictly in the
Kilkenny hurling tradition. But despite
this we have had many outstanding
‘ciotbgs’. John Sutton, Paddy Moran,
Frank Cummins, Mick Crotty and Mar-
tin Coogan himself come readily to
mind.

It is interesting to note, too, that
Martin’'s near neighbour, club
colleague and county star Mick Bren-
nan is also a left-hander. Martin
Coogan was not only one of the most
outstanding hurlers of his generation
but one of the most popular and in the
opinion of a great many people inside
and outside this county one of the
most under-rated,

Four All-Irelands

Martin Coogan won four all-Ireland
senior medals with Kilkenny and
starred in all four. While a great many
Kilkenny people will hail his display in
the 1969 final against Cork as his
greatest game, he made as big, if not a
bigger, impact when he came on as a
sub in the 1972 final at a stage when
Cork were eight points ahead and look-
ed like coasting to an easy victory. It
was difficult situations like this that
brought the best out of the Erin’s Own
man; he was alwwys cool, calm and
collected and always played with great
spirit.

By Peter Holohan

A fine action study of Martin Coogan.

Now a veteran in the hurling sense,
Martin Coogan has been hurling since
he was able to carry a hurley and his
potential was first noted when he
played on the Castlecomer under 16
side. He graduated from there to the
county minor team. He was on the
Castlecomer junior side in 1958 and
played on the senior team the follow-
ing year.

Castlecomer’s prominence in the
senior championship in recent years
co-incides with his rise to the top; that
they are still there is in large measure
due to his inspiration. He played a big
part in bringing them successfully
through this year’s campaign after
what can only be described as a com-
paratively lean period.

Premature end

Martin Coogan’s inter county career
ended after 1972 — prematurely, in
the view of a great many people. If it
hadnt so ended things might have
gone differently for Kilkenny. Even
now, seven years later he is still as
enthusiastic about the game as ever
and though he might not now be up to
his former stature in the county jersey
he has certainly helped to bring about a
remarkable revival in his own club.

He has contributed significantly to
Kilkenny hurling and has derived great
satisfaction from it. The fact that he
might have reaped a greater reward
from it doesn’t worry him. He played
the game for the love of it and there is
nothing surer than when Martin
Coogan’s hurling days are over he will
continue to take an active interest in it.

He clastied with great forwards like
Jimmy Doyle of Tipperary, Jimmy
O'Brien of Wexford, Seanie Barry of
Cork and another Tipperary man, Fran-
cis Loughnane and figured on a Kilken-
ny half-back line that included such
brilliant defenders as Seamus Cleere,
Ted Carroll and Pat Henderson.

Fan Larkin

He doesn't think inter county hurlers
should give up at the end of their inter
county careers. “l don't think Fan
Larkin for instance, should give up
hurling”, he said.

“We can encourage young players.
When they see veterans like us in ac-
tion they will be keen to emulate us”,

While he is all in favour of giving the
game every encouragement he does
not believe in buying hurleys for young
boys, particularly if their families can
afford to buy them. :

"Any young boy that is interested
enough in the game should be
prepared to show his interest in a prac-
tical way. They shouldn't have to be
coaxed”,

Caretaker of Castlecomer Vocational
School, this outstanding hurler won
universal admiration not alone for his
delightful hurling skill but for his genial,
unassuming manner and his great
sense of sportsmanship. His dedication
to the game is an example to all young
hurlers.
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